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lar body language to as great an extent
as is physically possible.
Because they are highly social animals, wolves have a very sophisticated
communication system — in both body
language and verbal language. They use
their whole bodies when communicating.
To successfully read a canine, one
must collectively assess the canine's

Many of the behavior traits and body
movements or positionings can be applied
universally to all canines. The problems
many may encounter when reading a canine are when the specific breed has been
genetically or surgically altered to such
an extent that the animal can no longer
communicate through traditional methods: ear positioning, tail positioning,
(Continued on page 6)
raised hackles, etc.
For example, the
ears may be too long
to stand, or the tail
may
have
been
cropped, or the coat
may be so short that
it fails to indicate
that hackles are up
— all of which can
cause problems in
humans being able
to accurately read a
canine.
Genetics
and
surgical alterations
not- withstanding,
the body language in
this article focuses
specifically
on
wolves, but since all
dogs are descended
from the wolf —
some quite recently
— the body language
of the wolf applies to
all canines.
Figure 1: Wolf’s Facial Expressions
After
learning
wolf behavior, you
(A) Normal & Self-Assured; (B) Self-Assured Threat; (C) Serious Self-Assured
may see that many
Threat; (D) Submission or Worry; (E) Worry with Self-Assurance; (F) Serious
dogs — even those Fear Submission with Threat; (G) Submission or Worry (No Threat); (H) Inwho have been al- creasing Fear & Increasing Threat; (I) Serious Fear & Serious Threat.
tered — exhibit simi-
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Special thanks to those who provided donations or
contributed their services to FLA this quarter:

To Barbara Speer -Skeoch for all of her hard
work in preparation of the latest Rendezvous —
the first Fall FLA Rendezvous — and to the
wonderful lasagna dish for Saturday night.
∗ To Mayo Wetterberg, our unofficially adopted
cook. If anyone wishes to volunteer for cooking
duties at the 2003 Spring Rendezvous, I think
Mayo would be overjoyed. ?
∗ To those who brought food and soft drinks —
and to all of you who contributed in some form
or fashion to making the Fall FLA Rendezvous a
possibility.
∗ To Jerry M., Andrea B., and Al Mitchell, who
shared personal stories of their animals with all
of the FLA membership and Florida Lupine News
audience.

∗

All original art, photos, drawings, articles and other material
within this Newsletter are Copyright© and are the property of
FLA, Inc., except where otherwise indicated and credited.

ADVERTISEMENT INFORMATION
Pricing Information:
1/8 Page: $5.00
1/2 Page: $20.00

1/4 Page: $10.00
Full Page: $50.00

*Photos: $5.00 Processing Fee for each photo

No Breeder Advertisements Allowed;
Kennel Names & Kennels May be Advertised

Barbara Speer-Skeoch, Secretary

(All submissions will become property of Florida Lupine unless accompanied by a SASE)

Jody Haynes, Webmaster

Deadlines for Submission:

Kim Miles, Editor

Spring NL: March 31
Summer NL: June 30

Fall NL: Sept. 30
Winter NL: Dec. 31
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From the Desk of the President

From the Desk of the Secretary

By Al Mitchell

By Barbara Speer-Skeoch

It is hard to believe that we are now winding up the
year 2002. It seems like only yesterday that we were all
together at our annual Spring Rendezvous. In fact we
have already begun planning for the 2003 Spring
Rendezvous. Therefore, if you would like to provide any
input or if would like to participate in the 2003 Spring
Rendezvous, please contact FLA: info@floridalupine.org.
As we continue to learn more about those wonderful
animals that we share our lives with, I have become
convinced that one of the most important issues in
keeping wolfdogs is containment. Some of these dogs
live in our homes with us and are content to take us on
walks each day. Others live outside —with appropriate
shelter, I hope.
In both cases, a responsible owner provides good
containment to protect his animals and to protect others.
In each negative canine incident that I read about, proper
containment would have prevented the problem most of
the time.
As we prepare for the winter months, it is a good
time to examine containment methods and to improve
them if warranted. Do you have the necessary fencing and
containment intact that will ensure your wolfdog is safe
from outside harm and escape?
Our website (www.floridalupine.org) contains an
article on containment that is entitled “The Canine
Houdini.” This article addresses how to go about
improving your animal’s containment area if you find that
you are having problems.
FLA recommends at least 6-foot fencing (with
electric lean-ins and ground wire to prevent jumping over
and digging under). In addition, we encourage all
wolfdog owners to make sure no one will be able to gain
entrance into the fenced area while you are away.
If you belong to a Homeowners Association, you
need to make sure it permits this type of fencing. In
addition, you also need to be familiar with local zoning
ordinances regarding fencing.
For those animals living in our homes, we cannot
rely on normal screened lanais or doors. Any animal can
easily cut through this screening with one swipe of its
claws. If your wolfdog, or any animal, is allowed access
to your lanai, the screen should be supplemented with
steel decorative grating. Not only does this improve home
security, but it also improves the resale value of the
house.
Adequate fencing and containment do NOT mean the
chaining, cabling or tying of an animal to an immovable
object. This unacceptable form of containment is
certainly a factor in countless canine social problems,
including aggression.
If you or anyone you know has a containment
problem or question, don't feel shy about asking others
for advice; feel free to contact FLA via email at
info@floridalupine.org or visit our website.

Being elected secretary, I now have the opportunity of
speaking more to members and to people interested in
wolfdogs. I think being an owner of wolfdogs and an active
member of Florida Lupine, we should all strive to shape
FLA into a group that benefits each of us and all other
wolfdog owners throughout the state and nation. We should
also strive to communicate not only with each other but
with the numerous wolfdog owners who aren’t members of
FLA.
Our goals are to help the animals and their owners,
and we must all band together to that end. It is very easy
to sit back and say to ourselves that we like that idea or
this idea, or that we like what we’ve heard, but if we don’t
band together in one voice, little will be accomplished. The
FLA Board (or the Board of any organization you belong to)
needs to hear from you! You, the wolfdog owners
throughout Florida and the U.S., are what is needed to
keep us all heading in the right direction.
On the flip side, it is just as easy to sit back and
criticize what an organization is doing. To accomplish some
good and/or to make your wishes known, you must speak.
The important thing is not whether you agree or disagree;
rather, it is whether you make yourself heard. Only then
can an organization best serve its membership. Attend
Board meetings, attend annual meetings, write to your
Board members. We love hearing from our membership:
both positive and negative feedback. It helps us to better
serve your needs. So please email me at
info@floridalupine.org with your thoughts: thoughts about
the newsletter, the Rendezvous, the mail-out materials, etc.
Everyone has asked for a Fall Rendezvous — so we held
one Nov. 1-3 at the Ocala KOA campgrounds. It was simply
an informal gathering of wolfdog people. Everyone should
have received notification in the mail. For those who
attended, I hope you had a great time!

If you wish to breed wolfdogs,
please visit our website at
www.floridalupine.org/
breedingissues.htm.

If you breed any animal,
please do so responsibly!!
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From the “Virtual” Desk of the Webmaster From the Desk of the Treasurer
By Jody Haynes

By Mayo Wetterberg

The website has been enhanced this quarter—for the benefit
of all of our members, and our non-member visitors as well. We
have added PDF versions of our Fall 2001 and Winter 2001
Florida Lupine News newsletters.
We’ve also added a new article: “Lower Back Problems in
Dogs: Causes, Symptoms, Long-Term Effects & Treatment.”
This publication was the lead article in our Summer 2002 issue
of the Florida Lupine News . (However, the drawings in the
original article were not quite accurate, but have been corrected
and are now available on the website.)
Another change involved the FLA home page, which has
been modified slightly because it was brought to our attention
that a website owned and operated by someone known to
support animal sexual abuse had linked to the FLA website.
FLA has a very strict policy against animal abuse of any
kind, including bestiality. Therefore, we want anyone who
happens to visit our website via a link on a website supporting
animal abuse and/or owned by someone supporting any form of
animal abuse to know that they have just come from such a site
and that our organization is intolerant of such activities.
To accomplish this, we have installed a “redirect” script on
the “index.htm” page (what used to be our main home page) that
automatically directs people to “FLA’s Animal Abuse Policy”
page if they have entered the FLA website via a site owned or
operated by someone in support of animal sexual abuse.
For everyone else entering our site from anywhere else on
the Internet, or for those who simply type in our address into
their browser, they are automatically directed to the new home
page, which is now “index1.htm.”
Please take a few moments and visit your FLA website
today. Encourage your friends, family, and neighbors to do the
same! And, as always, feel free to send me your comments,
criticisms, and suggestions involving the website:
webmaster@floridalupine.org.
Happy surfing!

Well, the Fall Rendezvous is complete and in the books.
This was the first time we have tried organizing one in the fall,
in addition to our annual Spring Rendezvous, and it was mainly
in response to several people who suggested that we should
have more than one gathering a year. From the response I received at the rendezvous, I think folks liked the laid-back, no
agenda atmosphere. We spent more time talking and being together than participating in meetings or presentations. You can
probably expect more rendezvous to be like this one if the rest
of the responses agree with the ones I got.
One of the other reasons for this rendezvous was that the
Board of Directors needed a time to talk with the members. Because of the distances, we unfortunately do not have the communication with membership that we want. Even the Board
must use a computer “chat” program to conduct meetings due to
our geographical separation. We got a lot of ideas from those
who attended, including some better ways of electing Directors
and organizing rendezvous. I want to thank all who brought up
ideas for activities to get FLA involved in and offers to help
with various aspects of running the organization. All those ideas
will be in front of the board in a couple of weeks, and we will
begin to work at getting some of the projects started.
For those interested in rescue, you will be glad to hear that
another successful placing also occurred in conjunction with the
rendezvous. I managed to coordinate and pick up a very sweet
female, named Zena, enroute to the rendezvous and drop her off
at Tom Tomeselli’s place. Tom had already done the application
screening and worked with the new owners. As you read this,
Zena should be safe in her new home, thanks to Tom.
For those of you that could not make this rendezvous, I
hope that you can make it in the Spring. I also hope that any of
you who have suggestions for gatherings, events, articles, or any
other things you would like to see within FLA, etc., contact one
of the Directors, or drop us a line or email. We really do listen
and have several ideas that we are working on.

FLORIDA LUPINE ASSOCIATION, INC.
3200 NW 60th Street, Ocala, FL 34475
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
New Membership ______

Renew Membership ______

Individual* (FL Residents) _____ $25

Date ___________________

Individual Affiliate (out of state) _____ $15

Family * (FL Residents)

_____ $35

Family Affiliate (out of state)

_____ $20

Junior Membership

_____ $10

Business Affiliate (out of state)

_____ $40

Business Membership

_____ $50

Donation Only (no membership) $________

Name:___________________________________________________________________________
Address:_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
Home Phone:__________________________

Office Phone:_____________________________

*These are the only voting categories.

Currently, there is
no human or
canine vaccine for
WNV. Scientists
hope to have one
developed within
the next two to
three years.
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UI lab confirms first cases of West Nile in canines, squirrels
Jim Barlow, Life Sciences Editor, University of Illinois
CHAMPAIGN, Ill. — The nation’s
first documented cases of domestic
canine and squirrel deaths attributed to the West Nile virus have
been confirmed at the University of
Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. Officials stress, however, that people
have a low risk of contracting the
infection from affected animals.
A dog, a wolf and three gray
squirrels have died of West Nile
infection, said John Andrews, a
veterinarian and director of the
Veterinary Diagnostic Laboratory
in the College of Veterinary Medicine. The diagnoses were confirmed by the Illinois Department
of Public Health laboratory in Chicago and by medical entomologist
Robert Novak of the State Natural
History Survey on the Illinois campus.
"We’ve identified several interesting cases of concern over the
last several weeks," Andrews said.
"We have several cases of squirrels
that had been showing clinical
signs of the disease, and we have
shown that West Nile had infected
at least three of these squirrels and
in fact is the cause of their clinical
signs and their deaths."
The virus, common to Africa,
the Middle East and West Asia,
had been known to infect humans,
birds, mosquitoes, horses and some
other mammals. It was identified in
the eastern United States in 1999.
In humans, it may cause a flu-like
illness that lasts a few days. However, the virus can be fatal for people with other diseases, if it progresses into encephalitis, a swelling of the brain. Illinois leads the
nation in human cases of the virus.

Officials expect to find through
tissue testing that several additional
cases of squirrel deaths can be attributed to West Nile, Andrews said.
The university’s work is being
done by the Veterinary Diagnostic
Laboratory and its related Zoo Pathology Program located in Chicago, in close cooperation with the
Illinois Department of Natural Resources and the Illinois Department
of Public Health.
The deaths of two squirrels in
Chicago and one in Champaign, an
8-year-old dog (an Irish settergolden retriever mix) in Bloomington-Normal, and a 3-month-old wolf
from a small zoological collection in
suburban Will County (southwest of
Chicago) are positively linked to
West Nile. The squirrels appeared to
have been less than a year old, Andrews said.
The wolf showed no signs of
other diseases, but the dog and some
of the squirrels had laboratory findings indicative of other potentially
immune-compromising infections.
In addition, the Veterinary Diagnostic Laboratory has confirmed losses
statewide of raptors, owls and other
wild birds, as well as pelicans and
flamingos in Illinois zoos.
"At this point, we do not believe
that squirrels develop significant
levels of the virus in their bloodstream [a condition known as viremia]," he said. "If the animals don’t
develop a significant viremia, we do
not believe that they are capable of
shedding the virus either back to
mosquitoes or to other creatures
around them, including humans.
The risk, we believe now, is very
low but still under investigation."

So far the only documented
human-to-human spread of West
Nile infection has occurred
through transplanted organs. As of
Monday (Sept. 16), there were
249 confirmed cases of horses in
Illinois that had been infected by
mosquitoes, but there have been
no reports of human infection
from the horses or of horse-tohorse infections, Andrews said.
Dog owners, however, may
want to limit the exposure of their
animals to mosquitoes, especially
any dogs already suffering from
other diseases, Andrews said.
"I think our squirrel population
is going to take a hit. At this point
in time, however, we don’t see an
unusual risk for the spread of the
West Nile virus from squirrels or
dogs to humans. We believe the
highest risk to humans is from
mosquitoes, but precautions
should be taken around squirrels
that might be acting funny and
with dogs whose health may be
compromised by other immunerelated diseases."
Residents who find dead squirrels should dispose of them, Andrews advised. However, if they
see a squirrel exhibiting nervousdisease-like behavior and then it
dies, they should contact their local DNR office.

Press Release from the University
of Illinois, which can be found at
http://www.news.uiuc.edu/
scitips/02/0917westnile.html. Contact Jim Barlow, Life Sciences
Editor, at (217) 333-5802 or via
email at b-james3@uiuc.edu.
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tuck between the legs; the more angry, the higher the tail will be raised,
out and away from the body.
5) Raised hackles are also indicative
of aggression/anger and can also accompany fear aggression.
As mentioned before, ALL body,
tail, and facial positions must be observed collectively. Watching the ear
positions without noting the full facial
features, the position of the tail, and
the body stance will provide you with
less than half the picture. Look at the
positions holistically and you will better understand and more effectively
read and/or communicate with your
canine. A knowledge of canine behavior is also necessary when trying to
“read” canines; therefore, the next
section will address social behavior.

Figure 2: Wolf’s Expressive Tail Positions
(A) Self-confidence; (B) Aggressive, threatening; (C) Imposing attitude with insecure threat;
(D) Self-assured (lifted from the base is slight aggression); (E) Worry to defensive (depending
on lift of tail at base and curl at tip); (F & G) Normal attitude; (H) Between normal & threat/
defensive; (I) Friendly subordination; (J & K) Total subordination (J is friendly; K is fearful).
ing increasingly aggressive, respectively. The more the tail lifts
complete body language: head posi- and the ears are up and angled
tion, tail position, eye contact, ear forward, the more aggression the
position, hackles, etc. The figures animal is showing.
below illustrate facial expressions
(Fig. 1) and tail positioning (Fig. 2). 3) Ears flattened and out to the
Below each figure is a comprehen- side (1E, 1D, 1G, or 1H) & tail is
sive discussion of various body posi- in position 2D, 2F, 2J or 2K--the
tionings and their respective mean- animal is indicating neutral to
ings.
increasing submission or fear,
The following is a synopsis of respectively. The more submiscertain combinations of position- sive/afraid, the more the tail will
ings. I have provided these so that curl between the legs to the belly
you can more easily see how the and the ears will flatten to the
different placements of ear, lip, tail, side. The more fear aggression
etc., are mutually inclusive and present (1H and 1I coupled with
must be considered collectively:
2E and 2H), the more the ears
lift, angling forward (1I, 1F and
1) Ears erect (1A) & tail in position 1C, respectively), and the more
2A, 2F, 2G, or 2H — the animal is the tail rises (2E, 2H and 2B, realert, listening and assimilating.
spectively).

(Continued from page 1)

2) Ears erect (1A, 1B, or 1C) & tail
is in position 2H and 2E (depending
upon the lift of tail at the base) and
2C and 2B — the animal is becom-

4) Ears flattened and straight
back — the animal is angry,
probably afraid and angry. The
more afraid, the more the tail will

Social Hierarchy
North American wolves are extremely social animals and live in
groups called packs. The packs can
vary in size, usually according to the
abundance or dearth of prey.
For example, the wolf packs of
Alaska's Denali National Park —
preying primarily on moose — can
number into the twenties; but in Minnesota wolf packs typically number
under ten because of the smaller
abundance of prey.
However, North American wolf
packs generally consist primarily of
the alpha mating pair and their offspring or relatives. In fact, they are
similar to the extended family structure of man.
North American wolves have a
rigid social structure that is based on
a dominance hierarchy. An alpha
(dominant) pair leads the pack, but
neither the male nor the female is
necessarily the top leader.
In his book Of Wolves and Men,
Barry Lopez contends that the alpha
male is at the top of the male hierarchy, and the alpha female is at the
top of the female hierarchy. But they
(Continued on page 7)
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In some packs, there is one male
else, then, with a dissemor female wolf called the “omega.”
bling air, began to edge
work in tandem, not only deciding This wolf lives on the fringes of the
back the way he had come.
where and when to move; but also wolf society and is usually the last to
His mother escorted him
deciding where, when, and what to eat, sometimes going without if food
back to the rendezvous site
hunt. However, during the breed- is scarce. This wolf will also be likely
and departed again. This
ing season, the alpha female is re- to travel outside and a little off from
time she didn't bother
sponsible for choosing the den site, the rest of the pack, trailing at a
watching her back trail.
thus determining where the pack distance. Lopez makes one interestApparently the lessen had
will live for the next few months.
ing observation when he discusses
taken, for all the pups
Both alphas are almost always the omega being a displaced alpha
stayed put until she reinvolved in the hunts—with the or beta: “If he was once dominant
turned that evening.
exception of the time during the and abused animals from that posibirthing of the pups and for a few tion, he will likely be abused in turn.
Would that human parents
weeks thereafter. The alpha female If he was benevolent as an alpha
maintained as much control of
will generally stay with the pups in animal, he will be treated kindly.”
their children — and that human
the den (or near the den area) for
One more word before I end this children listened so well . . . .
their first three weeks. The alpha section. I want to include a brief
male and other pack members will “lesson” that Lopez mentioned with
bring food back for the female and regard to momma wolf teaching her
then for the pups as they get older. young pups and the level of intelliNOTE:
When the pups are old enough, the gence that was displayed:
Although this article focuses
alpha female may continue her duprimarily on wolves, both posturties as huntress while a lowerA female wolf left four or five ing and hierarchies are found in
ranking “nanny” stays behind to
pups alone in a rendezvous dogs and in wolfdogs. It is usually
watch over the pups.
area in the Brooks Range one more watered down in these aniNext in the hierarchy is the
morning and set off down the mals due to selective breeding,
beta of the pack. The beta can be
trail away from them. When domestication and environment.
male and/or female. In some cases,
she was well out of sight, she Man provides most of the dog’s
the beta will also breed. One of the
turned around and lay flat in needs; therefore, even though posdocumentaries on the Discovery
the path watching her back turing and pack dynamics are
Channel recorded an instance
trail. After a few moments, a still present in domestic dogs, they
when an alpha male had lost his
pup who had left the rendez- aren’t crucial to their survival.
mate and had allowed the beta
vous area trotted briskly over
male to breed with the new alpha
a rise in the trail and came The information in this article
female. But a female beta breeding
face to face with her. She was taken from The Wolfdog,
along with a female alpha is ungave a low bark. He stopped which is located online at
common and usually occurs only
short, looked about as though www.fiu.edu/~milesk and is copywhen food is in abundance.
preoccupied with something righted © Kim Miles.)
The rest of the members of the
pack are the subordinates; these
members are subordinate to the
leaders (and to the betas, if any are
present in the pack) and are domiDEFENDERS of WILDLIFE: WOLF ESSAY CONTEST
nant over those younger than
them: the juveniles and pups. A
mini dominance hierarchy can also
Help wolves and compete for prizes. Students in grades 6 through 8 can help America's imperiled wolves by participating in Defenders of Wildlife's essay and poster
be found within this group, as well
contest. Writing on the topic "Protecting Wolves in the United States" or creating a
as within the juvenile/pup group.
poster based on "Wolves in Wild Places," students will compete for first- second- and
But there is one difference between
third-place prizes of $1,000, $500, and $250 savings bonds. These contests provide a
these groups: the alphas, betas and
way to educate students about wolf recovery issues in the United States and also
subordinates will form their mini
demonstrate the complex issues surrounding wolf conservation and recovery on a
hierarchy according to sex; the
level that the children understand," said Nina Fascione, vice president of species
pups will form their hierarchy
conservation for Defenders of Wildlife. To learn more, go to the Defenders of Wildlife
without regard for the sex of the
website at www.kidsplanet.org/contest.
individuals.
(Continued from page 6)

PAGE 8

FLORIDA LUPINE NEWS

VOLUME 4, ISSUE 3

Chakka’s story: Hip dysplasia or dislocated sacrum?
Andrea Bannon, FLA Member
We brought Chakka into our lives in
July at 13 weeks old; it wasn’t long
before I wondered if we had made a big
mistake. Trying to keep up with her
would make my head spin; if she wasn’t
running from one thing to another to
destroy (she has been the most destructive
animal we have ever had). She was
pacing like a lion in a cage.
We bought “her” a puppy so she
would have someone to help her use up
some of that energy. We hoped that when
we brought the new puppy into the house
that Chakka would be a little calmer.
It didn’t work; not only did Chakka
were her puppy out, causing her to sleep
most all evening, Chakka continued to
run around like the Tasmanian Devil —
and I was right behind her.
We made a lifetime commitment to
her before bringing her home and it took
about two minutes to fall completely in
love with her; by this time, I was hoping
“we” could survive puppy hood and she
would mellow as she got older.
Watching her progress over the next
several weeks, I noticed she was showing
signs of roach back; her back was steeply

“So much for having hip dysplasia!”

sloped, her sides were sunken
in, the muscles in her thighs
didn’t seem to be developing,
and she started swaying her
back end from side to side
when walking or running. In
addition, she was cow hocked.
I was puzzled by it all and
wondered if I was feeding her
an improper diet. During this
time she didn’t act like she was
feeling bad, and her energy
level didn’t decrease any.
The next thing we knew,
she was limping badly on her
left hind leg. When running she
would throw it out like
someone running with a full leg
Chakka in a tree! Who’d have guessed it!?
cast on. Thinking that her rough
playing had hurt her leg, I was going to
As my friend walked Chakka away
give her a couple of days to see if it from us, I could see an immediate
improved before taking her to the vet.
improvement in the way Chakka moved.
During this time I received my issue Our trip home was great — she lay with
of the Florida Lupine News, and the first her head in my lap the whole way.
thing I saw was the article on Dr.
It has been three weeks since we saw
Hathaway and his ChiroVetPractic Dr. Hathaway. Chakka’s back is straight;
practice. Well, the floodlights went on in her back end has a normal slope; her back
my brain!! Chakka! I immediately called legs are straightening; there is no more
him and made an appointment.
swaying from side to side when walking or
Our 65-mile trip to Ocala was … running; and best of all, with her
interesting! A friend drove so I could sit adrenaline slowing down we now have a
in the back seat with Chakka. It took the very active, healthy and normal six- month
first 25 miles for her to understand that old puppy.
she wasn’t going to get in the front, that
As I lay on the floor with her, I realize
she couldn’t escape by going under the she is one of the great loves of my life. We
seats, and that sitting on my head was not can replace the material “victims” of
the most comfortable position for either Chakka’s puppy ‘teething’ stage when she
of us.
matures. The most important thing is that
I took a towel, baby wipes, plastic we now feel like everything is going to be
bags (thanks to Pam’s wise suggestions!), fine with Chakka.
and paper towels just in case a “problem”
I plan to schedule another appointment
arose. I used the towel as a cover because with Dr. Hathaway for a check-up in a few
of her drooling; she got sick one time, and months — sooner if I see any signs of a
just as she began to heave, I stuck her problem. After that visit, we will have a
head in the plastic bag (worked great!).
check up by him once a year.
We finally arrived and Dr. Hathaway
I will be forever grateful for
diagnosed that her sacrum was out of circumstances permitting this correction
place. (So much for my thinking she had for her. I shudder to think what her life
the beginning symptoms of hip might have been like if we had
dysplasia.) He gave her an adjustment and misdiagnosed her and had put her on
said that her adrenaline would slow down medications for comfort that would have
and that she would most likely sleep four not only destroyed her liver or kidneys but
or five hours after treatment, telling me also have shortened the years we would
not to be alarmed by this.
have had to enjoy her.
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Choosing a Healthy Puppy

By Race Foster, DVM & Marty Smith, DVM, Drs. Foster & Smith, Inc.

You are finally ready for a
companion or a family pet. You
already made the decisions on
whether you want a dog or cat, male
or female, purebred or mixed breed.
Now you are looking for just the
right animal. Do you know what to
look for in a healthy pet? What type
of disposition will fit your lifestyle?
Your final decision will probably be
one of the heart, but we can give
you some suggestions to guide you
as far as health and temperament.

Age and disposition
The best age at which to buy a
puppy is around eight weeks of age.
They have become self-reliant, but
are still impressionable. It is also a
good time to establish some bonds of
affection and begin training. The
young puppy learns rules of
behavior and how to relate to others
from his littermates and his
mother's reactions. The overly
aggressive pup will probably be
aggressive as an older dog; the
withdrawn, inactive puppy will
probably remain timid. Although
care, feeding, and socialization of a
pet after purchase are very
important, you can determine much
from their behavior at eight weeks
of age. Pick a
puppy that likes to
play, is eager for
attention,
and
reacts positively to
affection.

pink; a pale color can mean anemia
or a problem with worms. Are the
teeth clean and straight? If the
upper and lower teeth are
undershot or overshot, the problem
will not correct itself. Eyes should
be bright, clear, and look straight
ahead. White spots or visible lines
on the surface of the eye can mean
problems. Check for redness or
inflammation of the third eyelid, or
eyelids that roll in or outward. The
ear canals should be clean and odorfree. A build-up of wax and dirt,
head shaking, or tenderness could
indicate ear mites or infection.

The body
Feel the stomach. A swollen
stomach can indicate poor diet or
possible worm infestation. A bulge
at the navel or groin can mean a
hernia. Is the heartbeat strong and
regular? The genitals should be
clean and free from irritation,
which could indicate worms,
diarrhea, or a digestive disorder.
Both testicles should be present in
the male. The coat should be fluffy,
clean, and free of mats. Sores,
itching, or deposits in the fur
indicate fleas, mites, or other
parasites.

The bones and muscles
Finally, check for soundness and
structure. Are the legs straight and
well formed? Are the toes well
arched? Does the pet run without
lameness? Be wary of an animal
that is thin and underweight or
noticeably overweight. The most
desirable pet is one that appears
correctly proportioned for his age
and weight.

Information from the
breeder or other source
It is time for the final selection. Ask
for a record of vaccinations,
suggested diet, and registration
papers for a pure breed. You have
taken all the right steps to ensure a
healthy start. Congratulations! That
energetic, bright-eyed puppy is going
home with you.

© 2001 Drs. Foster & Smith, Inc.
Reprinted as a courtesy and with
permission from PetEducation.com
(http://www.PetEducation.com).
On-line store at http://
www.DrsFosterSmith.com. Free pet
supply catalog: 1-800-323-4208.

FACES of the HOWL

WolfDog Rescue & Adoption Facility

The head
Examine the condition of the puppy.
Is the nose cool and
damp, or are there
signs of a nasal discharge? The gums
should be a bright

Located in Pensacola, Florida
Life
Life IS
IS Better
Better With
With the
the Critters
Critters

E-Mail: WolfDog@peoplepc.com
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All rescues are spayed/neutered and come with a clean bill of health unless otherwise specified.
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Evacuating out of the path of a hurricane: It aint fun, folks!

By Jerry Mills

We're back! Everything worked out well, and we are once
again home and all of us in our respective “spots.” I would like
to say a very heartfelt “thank you” and “God bless” to everyone
who has prayed and thought of us in our plight down here. It
really meant a lot to me to see that we were thought of.
I don't know if I can give this one justice ya'll; it sure
would have made a great satiric movie. But I’ll try my best to
portray our evacuation out of the path of Lili.
If ya'll can picture this: here is a great, big, old, tall dude
with a muddy torn T-shirt and jeans, ripped at the knee and
covered with dog hair in 14 assorted flavors, dripping wet and
barefooted as a goose. He's the star: ME!
Then there is a sweaty lady with muddy clothes, being
followed by a little blonde headed child dressed to the “T” with
ribbons in her hair and toting this giant, yellow stuffed duck.
Those are the co-stars: my wife and daughter.
The main attraction to our entourage, however, didn’t
have two legs. They had four legs. All of us—two-legged and
four-legged—headed down the highway in a truck, towing an
18' lowboy FULL of partitions and containing some very ominous looking canines. But that was only one item in the caravan. We were also being followed by three cars full of assorted
colored dogs. I think I’ll call it “THE BEVERLY HILLBILLIES MEET THE WOLFMAN.”
Early Tuesday morning, I hurried home from work to get
everything prepared for Lili and to get all living critters out of
the path of the storm. I made hotel reservations and then gathered lumber, plywood, nails and hinges to begin building the
rolling “Wolfdog Crate from Hell.” I got started cutting and

hammering away, with an ear to the weather updates and an
eye on the storm clouds pushing in.
The storm updates just went from bad to worse, with Lili
becoming stronger. “What a heck of a bind we are slipping
into!” I think as I hasten to get a rolling shelter built to carry us
and our fourteen dogs and wolfdogs to safety.
It was 10:30 pm! I came in, took a bath and started loading
the backseat of the truck. Donna, my wife, had gathered together clothes, pictures and paperwork and had already finished
loading her car. We got to bed about 2:00 am, only to arise at
6:00 am and catch the storm update: “OH LORD! We’re in for
some SERIOUS trouble with a Category 4 hurricane!”
We were hurried along by a fresh rush of adrenaline. Here
was the fun part. It was time to get the animals ready to go. I

armed myself with some Acepromazine, a pack of Oscar Mayer
weenies, and a syringe full of “knock out juice”—all the while
contemplating who needs it worse: me or them.
I headed out to the big wolf compound in the back and give
them all a “Loaded Weenie” (Okay, Sicko's, ya know what I
mean! ?) and wait for them to begin staggering. Well, stagger
they did. Then it was Maverick’s turn. No loaded weenie for
him. He needs the big enchalada—the injection. By this time, I
was hot, tired, stressed and talking to God: “If I miss this shot we
are done for. Maverick aint loading up in nothing while he's
awake and I aint leaving him or any of the others behind!”
Maverick successfully got his shot in the booty and about 30
anxious minutes later, he finally went to sleep. In the truck he
went. Then Deva gets leashed, and in the truck she goes, which
was pretty easy since Maverick, her mate, was already inside.
Whewww! Now for the other drunks!
Now you have to understand. These guys are all very sweet,
loving, tender-hearted, lovebugs, but some of them HATE each
other and would dearly love to hang a tooth in the other. They all
love the leash and are anxious to go bye-bye with Daddy, but it
never happens all at once—at least not until Lili.
After a grueling few hours, we were finally able to get the
canines all into the trailer two at a time, with their respective
pairs. I stuffed in the ones that didn't want to get in and the mates
just hopped in right behind them. Of course they were all doing
just the opposite of what you’d expect them to do — in typical
wolfdog fashion. The ones that we expected trouble from just
hopped right in, and the generally “easy ones” acted like a
horse's patoot.
Finally, everybody was loaded, everything was packed, the
other convoy members showed up, and we all headed out: truck
and trailer with 12 woofers and a yellow dog named Roscoe
looking out the window, followed by a car with Cassie and Suzie
the Schnauzer, followed by another car with Sonic, the Rat Terrier, and Betsy the bulldog, who just so happened to be in heat.
Bringing up the rear was a truck with a Jack Russel/Chihuahua
cross (I call him a ‘Rat on Acid’) and another car with a wolfdog
named Willow and a big black Labrador named Lobo.
(Continued on page 11)
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Woof Tales
By Al Mitchell, FLA President
GET OFF MY CAR….
Life with a 150-pound wolfdog and a Siberian Husky in
your house is always interesting.
Several years ago, as I was driving home from a symphony
performance, my wife called me on the cell phone. The Husky
had gotten loose and the wolfdog was lying in the front yard
waiting for her to return. My wife further stated that all the
outside lights were on and the front doors open; she claimed
that she had her knife out and that anything coming through
those doors better have four legs.
At that point, there was suddenly a considerable amount of
screaming in the background. We listened, and then she said
she was going outside to investigate.
Phone in one hand and knife in the other, she crept to the
door and peered out. She reported that the wolfdog was
standing in the yard, intently looking over toward the driveway.
When my wife reached the archway in front of our
courtyard, she was able to see a man lying on top of our car,
looking at the wolfdog, and screaming bloody murder.
She shouted at him to get off the car. His frightened
response was that that dog was going to bite him! My wife,
trying to coax the man off the car, corrected him: "Oh, that's not
a dog; it’s a wolfdog!"
(Continued from page 10)

Off we went, headed west on I-10. I tell you, we were the
show! You would not believe the responses we received! I just
about wore out my automatic window control answering questions as the whole of I-10 crawled along at a snail’s pace, filled
with people evacuating. I was quizzed, filmed, photographed the
entire trip. In fact, I think we were the cause of a couple of
fender benders because of the rubber necking people were doing
to get a closer look at this rolling woof contraption.

Many hours later, we finally got to our destination. We
parked the convoy (it took up much of the parking lot) with the
truck and trailer parked sideways in front of our window, taking
up about 10 parking spots. Roscoe got chained to the tongue of
the trailer and got to lay on his favorite white blanket. The others either stayed in cars with the windows cracked or stayed in
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Of course this did nothing at all to entice the man off the
car; instead, the intensity of the screaming intensified.
Her next action was to approach the car, telling him that I
was on my way home and would be there in a couple of minutes,
clarifying that he better not be there when I got home.
She then passed him the phone, telling him, “Here, you talk
to him!”
The screaming had stopped by this time, and I heard a very
timid voice say, “Hello?”
I proceeded to tell the man to get off my car and be off the
property in two minutes or he would not be at all happy when I
got there.
As I recall this incident, I believe that I used words that
cannot be printed here to convey my strong desire that he make
haste in leaving.
The man handed the phone back to my wife and said that he
was going to try to get down now, but that she better hold on to
that wolf or dog or wolfdog or whatever it was.
As he slid to the ground and turned to leave, she called after
him, “The reason the wolfdog is out here is that his mate is still
out on her evening hunt. If you see her, tell her to get home. Her
name is Nanuk.”
Two minutes later as I drove down the road toward our
property, I met a man high tailing it up the street as fast as he
could run. As far as I know, he never showed his face in our
neighborhood again.
Not at all aware that she had been the cause of a
considerable amount of excitement and extreme agitation in the
“stranger,” the Husky had been lying quietly out back watching
a cat in the tree.
the newly constructed dog trailer. Suzie was smuggled into the
room in a duffle bag. Unfortunately, this particular hotel had
entrances to the room from the inside only—no room entrances
were from the outside.
But I guess that wasn’t so important in the long run because
I didn’t get to spend time in the room. I got to hang with the
critters to protect them from the overwhelmingly curious (should
I say “ignorant”?) people who felt compelled to have some sort
of “connection” to my animals and deemed it necessary to attempt to touch them at every available moment. So I spent a
great deal of the time sitting in the truck, smoking cigarettes and
guarding the critters from the overly interested public.
All in all, everything went very well. At the hotel we, we
met some very interesting folks that got run out of the swamps
of Louisiana. And typical of Cajuns, they were all toting ice
chests (you can guess what was in them!) and sporting some of
those brand new, white, Gum rubber boots us Texans call
“Louisiana house shoes.” It was an interesting stay.
Thank the good Lord above that we in Southeast Texas
were saved by a margin when Hurricane Lili slid to the east of
us at the last minute and God bless the Cajuns in Louisiana
when the storm started downgrading from a Category 4 to a
Category 2.
Let me tell you folks, especially those of you who live in
hurricane-prone areas, you better have an escape plan mapped
out BEFORE a hurricane hits rather than waiting until the last
minute. It was HARD getting all of ours out safe and sound. We
did it, but Lord was it a LOT of hard work!!
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Coccidia (Coccidiosis): A Cause of Diarrhea
By Race Foster, DVM & Marty Smith, DVM, Drs. Foster & Smith, Inc.
What are coccidia?

ing with coccidiosis is diarrhea. The
diarrhea may be mild to severe depending
on the level of infection. Blood and
mucous may be present, especially in
advanced cases. Severely affected animals
may also vomit, lose their appetite,
become dehydrated, and in some
instances, die from the disease.
Most infected puppies encountered by
the authors are in the four to twelve week
age group. The possibility of coccidiosis
should always be considered when a loose
stool or diarrhea is encountered in this age
group. A microscopic fecal exam by a
veterinarian will detect the cysts
confirming a diagnosis.

Coccidia are small protozoans (onecelled organisms) that multiply in the
intestinal tracts of dogs and cats, most
commonly in puppies and kittens less
than six months of age, in adult animals
whose immune system is suppressed, or
in animals who are stressed in other ways
(e.g.; change in ownership, other disease
present).
In dogs and cats, most coccidia are of
the genus called Isospora. Isospora canis
and I. ohioensis are the species most often
encountered in dogs. Regardless of which
species is present, we generally refer to
the disease as coccidiosis. As a puppy
ages, he tends to develop a natural What are the risks?
immunity to the effects of coccidia. As an
Although many cases are mild, it is
adult, he may carry coccidia in his
intestines, shed the cyst in the feces, but not uncommon to see severe, bloody
diarrhea result in dehydration and even
experience no ill effects.
death. This is most common in animals
who are ill or infected with other parasites,
How are coccidia transmitted?
bacteria, or viruses. Coccidiosis is very
A puppy is not born with the coccidia contagious, especially among young
organisms in his intestine. However, once puppies. Entire kennels may become
born, the puppy is frequently exposed to contaminated, with puppies of many age
his mother's feces, and if the mother is groups simultaneously affected.
shedding the infective cysts in her feces,
then the young animals will likely ingest What is the treatment of
them and coccidia will develop within coccidiosis?
their intestines. Since young puppies,
usually those less than six months of age,
It should be mentioned that stress
have no immunity to coccidia, the plays a role in the development of
organisms reproduce in great numbers coccidiosis. It is not uncommon for a
and parasitize the young animal's seemingly healthy puppy to arrive at his
intestines. Oftentimes, this has severe new home and develop diarrhea several
effects.
days later leading to a diagnosis of
From exposure to the coccidia in coccidia. If the puppy has been at the new
feces to the onset of the illness is about home for less than thirteen days, then he
13 days. Most puppies who are ill from had coccidia before he arrived.
coccidia are, therefore, two weeks of age Remember, the incubation period (from
and older. Although most infections are exposure to illness) is about thirteen days.
the result of spread from the mother, this If the puppy has been with his new owner
is not always the case. Any infected several weeks, then the exposure to
puppy or kitten is contagious to other coccidia most likely occurred after the
puppies or kittens. In breeding facilities, animal arrived at the new home. The
shelters, animal hospitals, etc., it is wise authors merely point this out as they have
to isolate those infected from those that been involved in legal cases as to who was
are not.
responsible for the cost of treatment, the
breeder or new owner. Usually coccidia
What are symptoms of coccidiosis? was present only to surface during the
stressful period of the puppy adjusting to a
The primary sign of an animal suffer- new home.

Fortunately, coccidiosis is treatable.
Drugs such as sulfadimethoxine (Albon)
a n d t r i m e t h o p r i m-sulfadiazine
(Tribrissen) have been effective in the
treatment and prevention of coccidia.
Because these drugs do not kill the
organisms, but rather inhibit their
reproduction capabilities, elimination of
coccidia from the intestine is not rapid.
By stopping the ability of the protozoa
to reproduce, time is allowed for the
puppy's own immunity to develop and
remove the organisms. Drug treatments
of five or more days are usually
required.

How is coccidiosis prevented or
controlled?
Because coccidia is spread by the
feces of carrier animals, it is very
important to practice strict sanitation.
All fecal material should be removed.
Housing needs to be such that food and
water cannot become contaminated with
feces. Clean water should be provided at
all times. Most disinfectants do not work
well against coccidia; incineration of the
feces, and steam cleaning, immersion in
boiling water, or a 10% ammonia
solution are the best methods to kill
coccidia. Coccidia can withstand
freezing.
Cockroaches and flies can
mechanically carry coccidia from one
place to another. Mice and other animals
can ingest the coccidia and when killed
and eaten by a dog, for instance, can
infect the dog. Therefore, insect and
rodent control are very important in
preventing coccidiosis.
The coccidia species of dogs and
cats do not infect humans.
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Rescue Roster: We Need Homes Desparately
Shay (right) is ap-

Onyx (above) was born 3/22/2001.

proximately 2 years
old and mid content.
She is UTD on shots
and heartworm preventative and will
be spayed prior to
placement. Shay is
dog aggressive and
cannot be placed in a
home with other
dogs or with children
under the age of 13. She is primarily an outdoor dog but is crate
trained and appears to be housebroken with supervision. She is not
an escape artist. [Contact: Amy
Lewman in Iowa at 515-544-3233
or by email: allewman@yahoo.com.]

Kaila (below) was
born 3/23/98. She is
extremely friendly,
submissive and a
bit immature. She
was pulled and bottle-fed. Her background and breeder
are known. She
needs to go to an
experienced owner.
She is UTD on all
shots and is spayed.
[Contact: Thom Whaley, FACES of
the HOWL at WolfDog@peoplepc.
com or at 1-850-492-8716.]

She is shy and will take some time to
warm up to a new owner. She is
spayed, up to date (UTD) on all shots
and is on heartworm preventative.
She rides and is leash trained to a
limited extent. She will only go to an
experienced owner.
[Contact: Thom Whaley, FACES of
the HOWL, Wolfdog Rescue & Adoption Facility, at WolfDog@peoplepc. Daka (bottom center) and Tika
(bottom right) are brother and
com or at 1-850-492-8716.]
sister, respectively. They are lower
mid-content wolfdogs and were
born 2/12/96. Daka is more
reserved than Tika, taking a little
more time to warm up to humans
than his sister. Tika is sweet and
playful, but she requires a warming
up period when meeting strangers. Tika is spayed, and Daka is neutered.
They are both UTD on shots, and they are both on heartworm
prevention. [Contact: Thom Whaley, FACES of the HOWL, at either
WolfDog@peoplepc.com or at 1-850492-8716.]

Caesar and Cleopatra (above)

are bonded and need to be placed
together. Caesar is an escape artist
and Cleo is a follower. They require
good containment but they would be
ideal for a first-time owner. They are
very social and sweet. They are mid content Malamute/wolf mixes; they
are spayed/neutered, UTD on all
shots and on heartworm prevention.
[Contact: Thom Whaley, FACES of
the HOWL, Wolfdog Rescue & Adoption Facility, at WolfDog@peoplepc.
com or at 1-850-492-8716.]
Disclaimer: FLA neither verifies nor substantiates the accuracy of any of the information about the animals posted in the Rescue
Roster. We merely report what we are given by rescue agencies and/or rescue individuals. All animals in FL with 75% or more
wolf content require that owners have a Class II permit, issued by the Florida Fish & Wildlife Conservation Commission.
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