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There are innumerable natural sounds
which form a "soundscape" that has intrigued
and inspired human beings for millennia. As
far as we know, every known human culture
has music, and the convergence between the
sounds of animal and human music is leading
to better insights into what music is, its evolution, and its origin.
Music has been defined as patterns of
sound varying in pitch and time, produced for
emotional, social, cultural, and cognitive purposes. In a more generalized fashion, music
can be defined as any rhythmic repeated utterances, whether by a bird, a frog, an insect, a
whale, a wolf, or a human being. The definition leads to musicality in chirps, hoots,
howls, and myriad other acoustic phenomena
of the living world.

The Biomusic Symposium, Year 2000,
held by the American Association for the Advancement of Science, presented interesting
sets of information regarding bird songs,
whale songs, and human composers. But there
was nothing that I could find regarding wolf
sounds. So I visited a set of recently taken
sonograms of wolf sounds presented by Professor Fred Harrington. For each sonogram in
the set, the pitch of the sound was displayed
on the vertical axis and the time was represented along the horizontal axis, increasing
from left to right. Sounds low in pitch were
nearer to the bottom of the graph and those
higher in pitch were towards the top. A sound
that is perfectly unmodulated (no variation in
pitch) would appear as a perfect straight line
horizontally across the graph.
(Continued on page 5)
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From the Desk of the President
By Al Mitchell
When Hurricane Charley came to Charlotte
County, Pela and I just hunkered down and watched
the eye pass right over us. The slab vibrated underfoot.
A freight train rumbled over the roof. Large trees were
uprooted. Branches snapped off and flew vertically. And
finally, there was calm. But it did not last long as the
eye was small. Soon the wind started again, but this
time, it was coming from the other direction — more
vibration, more fallen trees, and another freight train.
Destruction overwhelmed the county, but Pela and I
survived to tell this tale.
But Charley wasn’t our last visitor of the season. As
the storms kept coming, the damage toll soared across
the state. It is hard to conceive of the number of hurricanes that could hit a state in one area in such a short
period of time. When the phone lines and electricity
finally worked, we started getting reports of damage
that FLA members had sustained. In some cases, repair costs were in the thousands of dollars. When you
lose fencing, you have two problems: the immediate one
is containing and caring for your animals; the second is
finding the money to replace or repair the fencing.
The FLA Board of Directors, in trying to find a way
to help, established the FLA Disaster Relief Fund using
money previously donated in memory of Beth Palmer
and my wife, Jan. We moved cautiously in this effort as
we wanted to avoid the pitfalls that have plagued other
wolfdog organizations in their fund-raising efforts. We
insisted on open books with full accountability of money
that came in and went out. This open record can be
found on our website at www.floridalupine.org.
We also had to limit our contributions to wolfdog
owners to $250 (normally) as the initial fund balance
was only $1,000. We knew that this would not be
enough to completely replace destroyed fencing, but we
hoped it would help a little. We also hoped that others
in the wolfdog community would contribute to the fund.
And they are! My thanks go out to those who have contributed. We need to hang together and help those in
need. When the next storm comes through, it could be
you who needs assistance. Keep the donations coming!
The 2005 Rendezvous is fast approaching! Those
who made the journey to Elite Resort at Salt Springs in
the Ocala National Forest last spring found a beautiful
and peaceful facility. For the sixth annual FLA Spring
Rendezvous, we will return to the Elite Resorts, as the
cottages were great, the lake was beautiful, the staff
was very accommodating and the food was fantastic.
The dates have been set for April 29-30; you will find
more information in the Rendezvous insert.
Stay dry. Help those in need. And most important
of all, take care of your furry friends!

From the Desk of the Treasurer
By Mayo Wetterberg
I know for most of us, the talk will be about the
hurricanes for a long time. The four storms did a lot of
damage and put lives on hold for most of the people in
Florida. It will still be months before things return to a
level near normal, and unfortunately in some cases, life
may not return to what it was before this hurricane
season. As for my story, we were very lucky. We had
plenty of time to prepare and had assigned crates indoors for each of the animals here. What we did not
plan on was that my wife would spend Hurricane Ivan
in the hospital from a cat bite, while we added 12 more
wolfdogs to shelter here throughout the storm.

So began the fun of dealing with 30 critters who
really did not want to be locked up in crates (including
four who absolutely would not come in). Add losing
power and water for six days, and I think I now have a
new appreciation for what a zookeeper goes through. If
only I could have sold all the fertilizer produced! While
I survived intact, a lot of other wolfdog owners were
not so lucky. FLA is not a large, national-level organization in terms of capabilities and funding, but Al
Mitchell has been leading FLA in our efforts to create a
disaster relief fund for all wolfdog owners who have
sustained damage during this hurricane season.
As the FLA Treasurer, I want to note that 100% of
all the donations will go directly to wolfdog owners who
have applied for disaster-relief assistance, and donors
may even specify individual recipients if they wish. All
donations are tax deductible, and we will have a list of
donations and recipients on our web page for everyone
to see. In addition, as a non-profit organization, FLA
can also accept materials (such as fencing) as tax deductible donations from companies or individuals and
provide them to those who need them. That makes it
an advantage to donate through FLA; you can get a tax
credit for the donation and still help those who need it.
I hope that things are looking better for each of you
who were hit by the hurricanes (some of you, more
than once, unfortunately). Save all of your stories. We
may devote some newsletter space to passing on those
stories to everyone. And there will be much for all of us
to talk about at the upcoming 2005 FLA Rendezvous.
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From the Desk of the FLA
Secretary

From the “Virtual” Desk of the
FLA Webmaster

By Melissa Kondratick

By Jody Haynes

Over the past few months, much has happened to us
Floridians. In one way or another, we have all been affected
by the hurricanes bombarding our state. As a result, FLA has
put into effect a fund-raising plan to assist those who have
sustained damage to their animals’ containment, housing,
etc. As the Secretary, I will be receiving tax-deductible
donations, sending out receipts and thank you notes, and
collaborating with the Board to expedite the allocation of
funds. Please read the president’s and webmaster’s articles
or visit the FLA website for more details.
Another danger to our animals is the increasing threat of
West Nile Virus (WNV). Because of the excessive amounts
of rain generated by the hurricanes, Florida is (and will
continue to be) a breeding ground for mosquitoes this fall,
with researchers expecting billions of these potentially
dangerous pests. One FLA member’s wolfdog was
confirmed as dying from WNV, one was confirmed as
having WNV but survived, and another is suspected of dying
from it and is currently being tested for verification.
Because I lost an animal to WNV and had another get
sick from it, I have learned a great deal about this illness and
may be able to help you and your vet get your animal
through the virus alive. Call me if you suspect your animal
has WNV. In addition, you can help by taking preventative
measures that could possibly ensure your animals’ safety.
Please protect your pets (and yourself) by eliminating
standing water and by applying Advantix, or something
similar, to prevent your animals from getting bit.
As most are aware, I am very active in wolfdog rescue
and placement. As a result, I know of many wolfdogs
needing new homes. Therefore, if you or anyone you know
is interested in adopting a wolfdog, please contact me at
(352) 238-1104 or at info@floridalupine.org. Also, if you
know of people wanting to give up their animals, I have
many fliers available that might help them try to work out
the problems they are having with their animals.
As a Class II wolfdog owner, I was re-inspected by Fish
and Wildlife (F&W) in September. Not only did I pass my
inspection with flying colors, but I also learned that F&W is
using the phenotyping information that FLA sent to them.
While speaking with the F&W officer, I mentioned that we
were trying to organize "training" sessions for F&W, to
teach them the differences between the varying contents and
mixes of wolfdogs. He was very receptive to the idea and
claimed that there were many new officers F&W and that it
would be a great training for them.
FLA offers the following informational packets: (1) safe
containment for wolfdogs, (2) being a responsible breeder,
(3) finding an ethical breeder, (4) breed-specific legislation
information, and (5) sample puppy sales contracts with
spay/neuter clauses. These packets are free. Contact the FLA
Secretary at (352) 238-1104 or at info@floridalupine.org if
you know of anyone interested in an info packet.

As you undoubtedly know by now, FLA recently established
a Disaster Relief Fund to provide monetary relief (and moral
support) to wolfdog owners who were adversely affected by the
numerous hurricanes that slammed into Florida this season. All
of the Directors were involved in developing the Fund, and I
was responsible for setting up the corresponding new section on
the website.
Anyone interested in donating to the Fund can download a
donation form and make a donation online from the FLA website (via PayPal). And wolfdog owners who have been affected
by a disaster can seek financial assistance from FLA by going
to the site, reading about the requirements for requesting financial assistance, and downloading an application form.
The FLA Board of Directors was proud to be able to make
the very first donation to the Disaster Relief Fund — in the
amount of $1,000.00 — in honor of Beth Palmer and Jan
Mitchell. These two wonderful women were both founding
members of FLA, and they both passed away last year.
This initial donation to the Fund represents numerous memorial donations made to FLA by friends and family of Beth
and Jan (at their request). We firmly believe that Beth and Jan
would be proud of what FLA is trying to accomplish in their
memory and with the memorial donations that FLA received in
their names. This column is both an announcement of the FLA
Disaster Relief Fund, as well as a public plea for the wolfdog
community to come together to help others.
Animals have been living in crates/on leashes for
days/weeks because containment is down; water needed to be
hauled in because electricity was down and well pumps work
on electricity; owners were constantly monitoring their fencing
because it was compromised and electric fences are useless
without power; people were getting meat daily because there
was no power for freezing it; people lost jobs or were working
out of their homes because their places of employment are/were
gone or destroyed; impassable roads/bridges resulted in long,
out-of-the-way detours; daily trips to the gas station for generators took their toll; heat, misery and mosquitoes were/are beating down on already storm-battered people.
If you are interested in contributing financially to this worthwhile effort, please visit the FLA website and click on the
“Disaster Relief Fund” button.
If you are interested in helping
those in need repair or rebuild their
pens, plea se c ontact us at
info@floridalupine.org and we can
try to put you in contact with someone in your area that needs your help.
Please take a few moments to
visit YOUR FLA website today — at
www.floridalupine.org — and encourage your friends, family, and
neighbors to do the same!
Happy surfing!
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(Continued from page 1)

Limited spectrographic and auditory
analysis of wolf howls that we did find
have shown the existence of notable
acoustic characteristics:
(a) The wolf song, on average, consists
of a fundamental frequency somewhere between 150 to 750 Hz, with
up to 10 or 12 harmonically related
overtones.
(b) The pitch varies smoothly during
the howl without a great variation in
intensity.
(c) The average high note lies somewhere between middle A to D
sharp, with the range of the highest
note being roughly 10 to 14 semitones.
(d) The range of the average lowest
notes falls somewhere between middle C and F sharp, with a spread of
10 to 20 semitones.
It is generally assumed that the low
pitch and long duration that characterizes the wolf howl are well suited for
transmission across forests and across
open tundra. Unique features in each
individual’s howl makes it possible for
wolves to identify each other. Variation
in the structure of the howls likely indicates who is howling, and modulation in
frequency, especially sudden alteration
in pitch or frequency, makes it easier to
localize the howl.
Pups, particularly those under about
four months of age, love to howl and
reply to any howling they hear, even if it
is coming from a total stranger. The
sonogram (also known as acoustic spectrogram) of a pup howl is shorter in duration and higher in pitch when compared to an adult howl. Fluctuation in
frequency, however, is very similar to
that of an adult.
There are a variety of other types of
howls, each one of them representing
some purpose or intention:
(a) Confrontational Howls — These
long, low-pitched and coarse howls
seem designed to scare off the
stranger.
(b) Chorus Howls — This is a chorus
of wolves, beginning with a single
howl with relatively simple structure, followed by other wolves joining in one after the other. As more
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wolves join the chorus, the sound
develops more and more fluctuations, changing pitch rapidly. During the howls, wolves avoid using a
single pure tone. They use instead a
modulation of tones.
Additionally, the sound of a howl as
it travels through the forest interacts
with the environment (trees, ridges, rock
cliffs, valleys, etc), which modifies it
through reflection and scattering. For the
situation where the howls are modified
rapidly enough, two wolves may sound
like four or more.
Most howls, particularly the socalled "lonesome" ones, show a fast rising pitch, then approach a near-steady
value with fluctuations or modulations
of pitch imposed on top of the steady
note. Whether these fluctuations of the
steady note are quite random or they are
well-correlated, or predictable, is not

clear by a qualitative study of the sonogram alone.
Superficially, the wolf sonogram is
somewhat similar to that of a flute, but
with a quicker rise time. A quantitative
approach, commonplace in theoretical
physics, is to evaluate mathematically
the so-called auto-correlation function,
which ultimately leads to the evaluation
of a quantity known as the spectral density.
This auto-correlation function is a
measure of the connectedness of the
various fluctuations of the note in time,
meaning, thereby, that a fluctuation in
pitch occurring at a given time is somehow influencing fluctuations happening
at a later time. This gives rise to predictability, the extreme of which is a totally

correlated state where a knowledge of
the fluctuation at any given time allows
you to predict how the fluctuations are
going to behave at any later time.
For totally random correlations, this
influence does not exist at all; it is totally unpredictable. Real-life situations
are somewhere between the two extremes. In any fractal phenomenon, including music, correlations of the fluctuations are somewhere between totally
random and totally predictable.
One of the models of the mathematical microstructure of music is concerned with its fractal nature. Fractal
shapes are said to be self-similar and
independent of scale, or size. Consider,
for example, the coastline of an ocean or
a river. If one views it on the scale of
one mile, the coastline has a certain jaggedness. If one now views the same
coastline within the scale of, say, a few
hundred yards, then on average, the
coastline has the same jaggedness as
before. Such a shape is called a fractal, a
structure that looks similar at different
magnifications, or scales. Natural objects like trees, clouds, etc, seem to be
approximately fractals, whereas manmade objects generally are not.
The essential concept of a fractal
also applies to a process. Take a musical
score and draw lines between successive
notes of the melody; one then finds a
graph that behaves very much like a
fractal, i.e., the graph, on average, looks
very similar irrespective of the time
range over which it was studied (within
limits).
Physicists estimate the variations in
that graph and the various frequencies
that constitute that graph in terms of a
quantity known as spectral density,
which I mentioned earlier. This quantity
is a mathematical measure of the internal
correlations in a process (or in any signal), in other words, how random or
predictable that process is.
For a totally random process, the
spectral density maintains a constant
magnitude independent of the various
frequencies that may constitute the process — it is a function that depends on
the frequency raised to the power zero.
In a non-random process, the spectral
density will be described as a function of
frequency raised to a power other than
(Continued on page 6)
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(Continued from page 5)

zero. For a fractal process, the spectral
density goes roughly as 1/f, where f is
frequency here raised to the power 1.
The fractal representations seem to
be the most universal fit for many natural phenomena and processes like shorelines, rivers, trees, clouds, heart beats,
babies’ sleep patterns, bird songs, whale
songs, and most music. To my knowledge, nobody has carried out that analysis for wolf songs.
However, subjective listening to
wolf howls intuitively indicates a dependency of spectral density on frequency perhaps closer to 1/f than on any
other power of f. It is not random, so is
not 1 divided by f to the power 0, nor is
it highly predictable, so it is not 1 divided by f to the power greater than 1.
Most canine species, besides
wolves, are able to produce howls and
vocalizations which seem to be readily
classified as songs by most human ears.
“A particularly primitive breed of canine, the New Guinea Singing Dog, has
vocalizations similar to that of a wolf,
but its howl has some unique features. It
differs from a wolf or coyote howl in
that it varies widely and dramatically in
pitch, and usually consists of a series of

short-to-medium length 'ooos' of different tones, rather than a single long melodic note (as in wolves) or a 'yip-yipand-wavery-ooo' (as in coyotes). The
NGSD ‘singing’ sounds like a pack of
wolves trying out short howls, not liking
them, and then trying other ones.” (quote
from Jessica Willard of Wolf Park) One
would need to study the corresponding
sonogram to estimate the existence of
musical correlation of the nature I’ve
been discussing in this article.
On a personal note, the "lonesome"
howl of a wolf reminds me of the style of
singing that I have encountered in village
India where some fishermen or boatmen
carry out a tune that starts with a low
pitch and a quick escalation followed by
a near steady state in pitch superimposed
by a profuse amount of pitch fluctuations. However, I have no knowledge
about the mathematical micro-structure
of such a song.
Since Canis lupus and Homo
sapiens perhaps have symbiotically
evolved together (as conjectured by neuroscientist Professor John Allman of Cal
Tech, and others), it is conceivable that
wolf songs have influenced the songs
and music of primitive man as well.
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Dilip Bhadra is a physicist living in CA.
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Rescues Behaving Badly
By Suzie Myers
A little over two years ago, wolfdog owner and
rescuer Raquel went to Michigan to purchase a
wolfdog from the same lines as one of her other dogs.
Raquel went to Josephine Tibbits' home and breeding
facility expecting to see a clean, well-run facility.
Instead, she saw wolfdogs chained to trees, other
wolfdogs in tiny kennels no bigger than a closet, and
animals that were obviously not cared for in any
humane way.
What she saw at the breeder’s facility disturbed
her so deeply that, although she was not involved in
internet groups, she sought out the help from a
number of people from Florida to Colorado to Michigan
and beyond.
People tried to help; they called other wolfdog
friends and neighbors, trying to get the place cleaned
up and get Josephine Tibbits the help she needed.
What happened next is even more disturbing. One
person that called in to help turn this haphazard
rescue and breeding facility around actually made it
worse. At first, it seemed as if the troops were rallied
and help was on the way. Chain link appeared and
was stored in the barn. A few more kennels were
erected. Some of the kennels even had wonderful
stainless steel self-feeders attached to the fencing. It
looked like the wolfdogs and dogs at the Tibbits place
had real hope. But instead of hope they got another 23
months of torture and abuse.
Brenda Pearson from West Michigan SPCA and
Wolfdog Sanctuary, made several visits to inspect the
Tibbits' facility. On her visits, Brenda had hoped that
Josephine Tibbits would take the suggestions she
made and use the donated materials that she had
acquired to make the improvements necessary for a
good life for the canines. After a few more visits,
Brenda could see that the facility was not getting any
better; in fact, the rescue facility was breeding more
wolfdogs and northern breed mixes at an alarming
rate.
Ironically, Terry MacKillop, one of the leading
animal control officers in the State of Michigan, who
had been so anti-wolfdog in previous years and had
helped to enact the Michigan wolfdog ban, had
reconsidered his position, now realizing the need for
additional wolfdog sanctuaries in the State of
Michigan.
MacKillop had hoped that Josephine
Tibbits would follow through on her promises to build
a well-run and functional sanctuary. Several visits
from the local sheriff's department turned up more
neglect, abuse, a lack of clean, potable water, and
irregular feedings, Josephine Tibbits' sanctuary was a

rescue gone bad.
The point of no return came when one of the
volunteers, a known breeder of wolfdogs within the
State of Michigan, was removing animals, breeding
them, and bringing them back pregnant, then waiting
for the puppies to be born, so she could profit from the
sales of these desirable young puppies. Additionally,
her conservation officer boyfriend was helping in this
scheme, knowing all the while that breeding wolfdogs
in Michigan had been illegal since October 2000. When
some of the puppies didn’t sell, they became residents
of the Tibbits' "sanctuary," only to languish in filth
and lack of food and water. Those once desirable
puppies were no longer desirable; they grew from little
fuzz balls into a shy, un-socialized, full-grown
wolfdogs. Now no one wanted them.
Finally, the day came when a regular volunteer,
Sharon Smith, who was not schooled in wolfdog
behavior, tried to bend over a rather unsocial grown
wolfdog. That animal, not knowing whether it was
going to be hugged or beaten, tore open the volunteer’s
face. The volunteer, rather than being helped by the
Tibbits family, was on her own; neither Josephine or
Greg Tibbits took her to the hospital or called for help.
It was this incident that set the events in motion for
the removal of animals from the Tibbits’ property.
As a result of the volunteer’s injury, an
investigation was conducted, followed eventually by a
court case. After some delays, Josephine Tibbits was
found guilty in court of possessing wolfdogs. Cruelty
and abuse is harder to prove and those charges are
still pending. Lisa Carpenter, a former Tibbits rescue
volunteer, and Brenda Pearson of West Michigan
SPCA and Wolfdog Sanctuary, had been working to
put a halt to the abuse and neglect at the Tibbits
rescue property. The Michigan Department of
Agriculture was called in to videotape the Tibbits
sanctuary and to document the conditions and number
of animals.
There were at least 80 canines on the property
housed in a variety of enclosures. Along with the
canines, there still are an uncounted number of cats
housed in the same barn with many of the canines.
Some of the wolfdogs were fortunate to have an
indoor/outdoor run, but most of the barn canines were
kept 24/7 inside without benefit of daylight, except for
some light peaking through the cracks in the barn
siding. Other canines were kept in makeshift cages,
thrown up in a hurry. These accommodations were
(Continued on page 8)
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(Continued from page 7)

small, cramped, and not cleaned.
Many of the canines were up to
their knees in excrement. The dogs
that were lucky enough to have
water had a concoction of graygreen liquid. One wolfdog was
found with a gaping laceration on
his throat, and had received no
medical attention whatsoever.
Rumors later circulated of
someone bashing some of the
animals over their heads with a
shovel, or shooting an animal and
missing badly, causing the animal
to scream in pain. Whatever this
place was, it was not a sanctuary, a
rescue, a place of safety and care. It
was a hell-hole—and the worst
part is that it remains so with 40
dogs and the cats left on the
property, because the county
prosecutor refuses to tackle an
animal-related case of abuse and
cruelty—a perceived waste of the
taxpayers’ money.
Then, to make matters worse, a
local resident, Bill Richards, who
owns his own self-styled antigovernment tabloid, has become a
friend and supporter of Josephine
and Greg Tibbits. He has accused
the sheriff, under sheriff, the
Department of Agriculture agent,
the animal control officers, and
Brenda Pearson of the West
Michigan SPCA of being killers and
a “threat” to all the citizens of his
county. I have copies of the articles
from the Advocate, written by
Richards in which he publicizes his
groundless charges.
May 5, 2004, was the day that
wolfdogs would be identified and
humanely removed from the
Tibbits’ property. Animal control
officers from the surrounding five
counties were called in, because
Missaukee County does not have
an animal control officer or shelter.
In addition, the Department of
Agriculture agent; Al Rodriguez,
Wolf identification expert; Jim
Hamill, a retired Michigan
Department of Natural Resources

wildlife biologist; Brenda Pearson
of West MI SPCA; and I — Susan
Myers of Heart of Michigan Animal
Rescue — were there to help with
the process of removing these
abused creatures. The following
account is what I witnessed
firsthand.
When entering the barn,
besides the horrific conditions of
the animals, something stood out.
The chain link fencing that had
been donated months before was
still on the floor in neat rolls,
unused. The canines had not
benefited from the generosity of a
donor, and thus, remained in their
tiny, dark dungeons.
There was one tiny kennel after
another housing scared,
unsocialized canines. Some kennels
contained up to six or more canines.
They had no place to run, no
sunshine, little or no clean water,
and no form of enrichment
whatsoever. Some canines were
kept on concrete, some on dirt, but
all tiny kennels were filthy. One
canine was lactating, showing signs
of whelping recently, but no
puppies were anywhere to be found.
None of the canines were spayed or
neutered. Yet, this place was
calling itself a rescue and
sanctuary. I saw so many cowering
faces.
Of all the horrible conditions
that we witnessed, two stood out:
the wolfdog with the untreated
laceration and six juvenile wolfdogs
crowded in a 3’ x 6’ pen with a piece
of metal roofing on top to keep
them from jumping out, while they
stood up to their knees and with
their own feces encrusted in their
fur. While I had seen less than
desirable facilities and had heard
about places such as this, I had
never seen for myself such hellish
conditions existing in one facility.
Decisions had to be made for
the placement of the animals that
were going to be removed. Two
facilities had volunteered to take
some of the animals, but not
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enough spaces were available for
the number that needed to be
removed.
Some of the animals were too
sick or injured to be saved. At the
end of the day, 40 canines were
identified as wolfdogs, and, of
those 40, only 24 were spared. All
the wolfdogs who could not be
saved
were
chemically
immobilized, removed carefully
from the property, and humanely
euthanized at an animal control
shelter in a neighboring county.
No animal was euthanized on the
property.
However, several days later,
we would learn that Bill Richards,
in his Advocate tabloid, would
write lies, print pictures of the
wolfdogs, and write sensational
captions for the pictures, such as
“alleged wolfdog near death.” This
man had the audacity to caption
another picture, “Two survivors,
sharing a tiny, cramped cage at
the Wexford Dog Pound.” After
what these animals had been
through, the Wexford County
Animal Control Shelter was, in
comparison, a luxury condo.
Of the surviving 24 wolfdogs,
two have gone to a fabulous home
in Colorado, three were
transported to Kerwood
Educational Centre, Inc., in
Ontario Canada, and 19 remain at
West Michigan SPCA, where they
were all neutered and spayed. The
five participating animal control
shelters were gracious enough to
house some of the wolfdogs until
enclosures could be built at West
MI SPCA in Muskegon, MI. The
animal control officers acted in a
humane,
dignified,
and
professional manner with all the
wolfdogs that they handled.
Unfortunately, such total
disregard for the safety and
comfort of animals is not as
uncommon as we would like to
believe. Recently, another case of
neglect and abuse at a so-called
(Continued on page 9)
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(Continued from page 8)

shelter and rescue is before the
court in North Carolina. Animals
went untreated for broken legs,
kennel cough, parvo, and other
diseases.
What can you do? Investigate
the rescues, shelters, and
sanctuaries that ask for donations
and volunteers. Make sure they
have the proper facilities, the proper
paperwork, and see that your
donated dollars are not contributing
to the problem, but are helping to

The Rescuer's Creed
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solve the problem of unwanted
animals.
Don’t accept someone’s word that
a facility is up to par. Visit,
investigate, take pictures, or ask
other volunteers. Rescue groups or
sanctuaries behaving badly
undermine the public trust in these
organizations. If there is further
interest in the eyewitness accounts of
Lisa Carpenter and Sharon Smith,
they are willing to provide detailed
documentation of what they saw.
Copyright © 2004, Suzie Myers

(Author Unknown)

I promise I will take your unwanted animals.
I will heal their wounds, their diseases, their broken bones.
I will give them the medical attention they need and deserve.
I will nurture their starvation and give them a warm place to sleep.
I will spay and neuter them, vaccinate them against the diseases
that can harm them.
I will treat them and honor them.
I will buy them toys, blankets, balls, and teach them to play.
I will speak softly to them.
I will try to teach them not to fear, not to cry, and not to hate.
I will whisper sweet, kind words into their ears, while gently trying
to stroke their fear, their pain, and their scars away.
I will face their emotional scars and give them time to overcome them.
I will socialize them, potty train them, teach them to be obedient, show them dignity, hold their paws, and stroke

FLA Reminder on Fiscal Year Memberships
As announced in previous editions of the Florida Lupine News, the Florida Lupine Association’s (FLA)
Board of Directors (BOD) has revised the annual memberships for all FLA Members so that they
follow FLA’s fiscal year — July 1 through June 30. Fiscal year memberships will not only alleviate
problems experienced by FLA’s Secretary in the past, but they will also financially benefit the
organization.
Memberships will come due on July 1 every year. If new Members join during the Spring
Rendezvous—which is historically the time of year when most new Members join FLA—they will be
rolled forward to the next fiscal year (i.e., July 1). This is an added benefit for new Members
joining during the Spring Rendezvous. In addition, all new Members joining between the Spring
Rendezvous (occurring at the end of April or beginning of May, traditionally) and June 30 will
automatically be rolled forward to the next fiscal year (i.e., July 1).
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When the Stomach Twists: A Bloat Primer
By Sue Cranston
Gastric dilation volvulus (GDV) or
bloat is a serious health risk to wolfdogs
and other large breed canines. While cancer is the leading cause of death in canines, GDV is a close second, affecting
over 60,000 dogs each year with about
20,000 of those dying from the disorder.
Leading veterinarians and researchers
have invested huge sums of money, yet
haven’t been able to determine with any
certainty what causes animals to bloat.
Description: Bloat or gastric dilation
simply describes the stomach becoming
abnormally enlarged or distended. This is
usually due to the swallowing of air, although food or fluid can also be present.
In some cases the canine’s stomach will
distend; however, it will not twist. In
more severe cases the stomach twists or
rotates from 90 - 360° as it begins to distend. If the stomach fully rotates, it is
referred to as GDV. If it only partially
twists or becomes abnormally positioned,
it is called gastric torsion. It is possible
for the stomach to twist without the occurrence of bloating, but this is rare.
The stomach is anchored or fixed at
the esophagus and at the duodenum of the
upper intestine. The distended stomach
begins to put pressure on the veins in the
abdomen that usually allow the flow of
blood to the heart. As the blood flow reduces, the stomach is deprived of oxygen.
As circulation is compromised, the stomach wall begins to die, and in some cases
it can rupture. The lower blood pressure
may also lead to shock and damage to
internal organs. The spleen is attached to
the walls of the stomach and many large
veins are shared by the two organs. As
the stomach twists, it often takes the
spleen with it and compromises the
health of the organ as the veins begin to
compress.
Risk Factors: While veterinarians
and researchers have yet to find the cause
of GDV or bloat, we are aware of some
basic risk factors. The disorder tends to
strike giant (> 99 pounds) and large (5099 pounds) breed dogs such as the wolfdog, Irish wolfhound, Malamute, German
Shepherd, Great Pyrenees, Standard poodle and others. It affects animals with
deeper, narrower chests when compared
to other dogs of the same breed. Under-

weight dogs are at a higher risk. Heredity
plays a part in GDV. The risks greatly
increase if your pet had a relative that
suffered from the disorder. It is more
prevalent in animals aged 4 – 7 years and,
interestingly enough, over 2/3 of the animals struck with GDV were males.
Much has been written about the types
of food and the way the animal is fed. The
discussion has led to manufacturers producing raised food and water bowls; however, a five-year study of GDV by Purdue
University has found that using a raised
feeding bowl increases the risk of bloat.
In fact, it is estimated that using a raised
food bowl increases the risk as much as
110%. They also found that faster eaters
are 15% more susceptible to GVD. Extensive exercise before and after the meal
can also lead to bloating.
The Purdue study looked at nondietary and hereditary risk factors as well.
The study showed that stressed, nervous,
or fearful animals suffered a much higher
risk than a more laid back dog. Animals
with a history of canine aggression were
also found to have a higher risk of suffering from the disorder.
Symptoms: There are a number of
symptoms and early warning signs of
GDV or bloat. If caught early, the canine’s chances of survival are quite good.
If the early signs are not caught, GDV is
fatal. It may take only 1-2 hours for the
dog to die or as many as 36 hours, depending on the severity. Following is a
list of possible symptoms (not every dog
will show every symptom):
1.

Doesn’t act normal; something is
not quite right, but it is hard to put
a finger on what it is
2. Bloated abdomen that feels very
tight and protrudes on left side
3. Attempts to vomit (usually unsuccessfully); this may occur every 520 minutes
4. Restless, refuses to lay or sit down
5. Pacing
6. Anxious
7. Pale gums
8. Coughing or unproductive gagging
9. Heavy salivation
10. Foamy mucous buildup on muzzle
or vomiting foamy mucous

11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.

Unable to defecate
Pacing
Crying or whining
Rapid panting
Shallow breathing
Cold mouth membranes
Heartbeat accelerated
Weak pulse
Collapse

Treatment: Make no doubt about it, if
your animal is bloating this is an emergency and must be handled by an experienced veterinarian quickly.
Generally, the dog must be stabilized
and treated for shock as soon as possible.
The buildup of pressure must be removed.
This is accomplished by placing a tube
through the mouth and to the stomach to
allow the gases to escape. Unfortunately,
this procedure will not work on dogs with
severe torsion or volvulus as the stomach
is blocked by the twist in the esophagus.
In these cases the vet will insert a large
bore needle into the right side of the
stomach just over the point of the greatest
distension. This procedure is risky as the
hole may allow fluids and gases to leak
into the abdominal cavity, which can lead
to peritonitis.
Surgery is mandatory at this point to
place the stomach in the proper position
and to thoroughly inspect the organ for
damage. In some cases, the spleen will be
so badly damaged due to the torsion that a
splenectomy must be performed. Lastly, a
prophylactic gastropexy, or pexy, is performed to adhere the stomach to the abdominal wall.
A laparoscopic gastropexy is the least
invasive approach to treating GDV. The
use of fiberoptics allows the vet to make
two small incisions in the dog’s belly.
Using long instruments, the vet can manipulate the organs and thoroughly inspect all the organs for damage. Then a
small portion of the stomach is sutured to
the abdominal wall using a 3 cm incision.
This allows for a rapid recovery.
Exercise must be limited for 3-5 days
and numerous small meals must be fed
rather than one large meal per day. There
are very few complications with the
laparoscopic gastropexy; however, any
time an animal is anesthetized, there is a
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risk of losing the animal. Generally, a canine will run a low risk of
infection or a buildup of fluid just under the skin near the incision.
Having a pexy done will prevent any future risk of GDV; however,
bloat can still occur.
Prevention: At this time there is no sure fire prevention of bloat
or GDV, but there are some common sense approaches to preventing
the dreaded disorder from happening to your canine:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Feed smaller meals;
Avoid heavy exercise prior to and just after meal time;
Avoid quick changes to the diet;
Avoid foods high in ingredients that cause gas such as soy
beans and beet pulp;
Feed a high quality diet;
Make meal time stress free; and
Discuss risks of GDV and your dog with your veterinarian.

Above all, know your animal so that you will pick up on any abnormal behaviors that might be an early indicator of a bout with
bloat. (Note: The cost of treating canine bloat ranges from $500$1,000, except in the most complicated situations, in which cases it
can run much higher. Right: Photo of Cochise, a wolfdog who surCopyright © 2004, Sue Cranston
vived bloat.)

Pannus: The Right to Sight
By Joan E. Ford
Most of you who have malamute
crosses, are probably aware that mals can be
susceptible to a condition called day blindness, or hemeralopia, a genetic disposition
to having fuzzy vision during the day but
clear or clearer vision at night. However,
not a lot of people are familiar with an eye
condition called pannus, or chronic superficial keratitis, which is occurring with more
and more frequency within German Shepherd populations. Many veterinarians believe that pannus is hereditary, but the vets
haven’t established the hereditary pattern,
although one vet explained it to me by using
the “one in four pattern” typical if there are
carriers in the line. There is evidence that it
is an autoimmune condition, which may be
triggered by exposure to ultra violet rays,
especially at high altitudes. If you live
where UV is extreme, take care your dog
isn’t "blinded by the light."
Unless there is a lot of German Shepherd
Dog in your animal, pannus isn’t likely to
be an issue. Yet, it is a condition to be
aware of because it does occur predominantly, but not exclusively, in GSDs, and is
virtually never noticeable until the animal is
several years old, if not later, and at onset, it
is barely noticeable. It also, fortunately, is
not painful.
My guy was three (he’s now eight) when
I first noticed that his left third eyelid was

Editor’s Note

(from the Raven’s Nest)

By Joan E. Ford
raised and irritated. When it didn’t correct
itself, I took him to my vet, who quickly
diagnosed pannus and showed me the light
brown discoloration on the side of his cornea. I then saw two different vets specializing in eye diseases, and both agreed with
the original diagnosis. The condition
quickly spread to both eyes, although the
left has always been more involved. In
Luke’s case, the condition has stabilized,
but it is important to realize that pannus is
chronic and that there is no cure, just a lifetime of treatment, usually in the form of
two kinds of expensive eye drops, Prednisolone and Cyclosporin. In Luke’s case, the
drops began with four applications a day of
Prednisolone and gradually decreased to the
current one drop a day of each medication
in his eyes – for life.
If you notice any discoloration on the
cornea (not the iris) and third eyelid problems, best to have your vet take a look. Untreated, pannus can lead to total blindness.
And how does Luke react to his daily bout
with the eyedropper? The minute he sees
one of those bottles in my hand, he hides
his head as if he thinks that if his head is
tucked away, the rest of him is, too; but
once we’re done for the day, he’s seems to
forget all about it — until those eye drops
come out again the following day.

I assumed the task of editing the
FLA newsletter with some trepidation. Kim has produced such a professional publication that it’s vaguely
intimidating to try to function as the
new editor. It doesn’t help matters
that I’ve only lived in Florida for a
year or so, and only met just a few of
FLA’s members at the April rendezvous. Nonetheless, I’m going to give
it my best shot, hoping that in time
the newsletter will regain the style
and format you’re used to. In the
meanwhile, I hope you’ll be patient
as I try to wend my way through the
maze called Publisher. I’ll try to keep
the articles as interesting and as varied as possible, hoping that many of
you will make suggestions and/or
contribute articles of your own. Just
as I hope to meet many more FLA
members, my dogs are looking forward to seeing yours—eye to eye.
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Many Happy Returns: Hurricane Survivors Find Solace in Pet Reunions
By The Humane Society of the United States
Bruce Bechard had done all the right things. The 67-year-old
retiree had packed up some possessions, as well as his two black
Labrador mixes, Sadie and Sally, and had fled his mobile home in
Punta Gorda — well in advance of Hurricane Charley's wallop on
August 13.
Three days after Charley had spread his misery throughout
southwest Florida, Bechard returned to his trailer park in South
Punta Gorda Heights expecting the worst. To his amazement, his
trailer had survived the storm with only cosmetic damage, a borderline miracle in a mobile-home community where, he estimates, half the residences were wiped out.
But just as Bechard was unpacking his vehicle and counting
his blessings, he suddenly realized his luck had run out — and so
had his dog. Nine-year-old Sadie, a pooch Bechard describes as
"easily stressed," had escaped the fenced yard. Without a trace.

basset-hound mix; he was so overjoyed in fact that he gave a
contribution right then to help other animals like his.
Another man, this one from DeSoto County, put his beloved
17-year-old Shepherd mix into foster care at the country’s temporary shelter while he went about repairing his heavily damaged
home. About a week later, the man appeared back at DeSoto,
only to be told that his dog wasn’t there. She had been transferred to the Humane Society of Manatee County. Clearly concerned, the man drove 25 drives to Manatee to find the wellbehaved pooch patiently waiting for him. “As soon as they saw
each other, they both were smiling,” said one HSUS employee
on the scene. “The man just instantly relaxed.”
And then there was Sadie.
Bruce Bechard spent a good deal of the night looking for
Sadie. It was unusual for her to wander off, but he knew these
were unusual times for both human and animal. No one was following a normal schedule anymore. Bechard spent an uneasy
night worrying about his dog, and woke up the next morning
hoping she had returned. She hadn't.
He immediately went to the Suncoast Humane Society to see
if Sadie had turned up there. No luck. "I came home and didn’t
know what to do," Bechard said. "I would rather lose my house
than my dogs … I was just devastated. It was hard to celebrate
that my home was intact."
Two hours later, Bechard's mood would change dramatically.
Suncoast called to say Sadie had been picked up in Punta Gorda.
Apparently the dog was wandering along Grapefruit Street,
where Bechard walks Sadie daily.
Authorities knew it was Sadie because Bechard had properly
tagged the pooch.
Even thought it was getting late in the day, Bechard jumped
into the vehicle and fought through heavy traffic, congested even
more because traffic lights were out, and made it to Suncoast a
little after 5 p.m. "Sure enough, it was Sadie," he said. "She recognized me and began wagging her tail."

Pets in southwest Florida found their way to emergency shelters in many different ways. Some were trapped under debris and
had to be rescued by emergency teams. Some were picked up on
the streets after their homes instantly became kindling. Some
were brought in by their owners who requested foster pet care
until they could get their lives back together. And some were
surrendered by owners who knew they couldn't care for an animal
while scrambling daily for work, housing, and courage.
In all, 612 animals passed through our facilities in Charlotte
County, whether at the temporary facilities we set up in Carmelita
Park and the Promenades Mall or at the Suncoast Humane Society whose staff and volunteers were essential partners in our work
there. (We also worked with the Humane Society of Manatee
County to shelter and treat about 120 more animals, who were
transferred from DeSoto and Hardee, a pair of rural counties that
suffered massive damage.) Most of the animals in Charlotte
County were transferred to the Suncoast Humane Society, where
they were either sheltered or put into foster care until their owners
could retrieve them. Some animals were sent to other shelters in
Florida for adoption if the owners voluntarily surrendered their
pets.
The pain that Charley caused is hard to quantify. The numbers
— 27 dead, $7.4 billion in insured loses, more than 30,000 homes
destroyed or seriously damaged — do not begin to explain the
grief experienced by residents in southwest Florida. Thousands of
people are without their homes, their possessions, maybe even
their jobs, and all they can do now is wait for insurance adjusters
and contractors to inch their way into their lives.
Is it any wonder that many homeowners found some small
comfort in reuniting with their pet, that one loyal constant in an
otherwise chaotic life?
Of the more than 700 animals we cared for in southwest Florida, approximately 122 of them have been reunited with their
owners as of September 3, including 102 in Charlotte County.
Many others have been put in foster care.
One of those reunions occurred recently at the Promenades
facility when a man arrived there looking for his pets. His house
had caught fire when the electricity finally came back online in Copyright © 2004 by The Humane Society of the United States..
Charlotte County. The pet owner didn't know it at the time, but Reprinted as a courtesy and with permission from The Humane
local animal control had rescued his critters from the flames. The Society of the United States: www.hsus.org.
man was particularly overjoyed to reunite with his 20-year-old
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How to Weather the Storm with Hurricane Dog- gerel
The people frantically ran to and fro,
For they knew they were in for one helluva blow.
Lumber and nails and shutters were bought,
While the dogs simply watched, lazing about.

As they watched the humans undo what they’d wrought,
The dogs simply wondered what the fuss had been about.
All work and no play—they’re too smart for all that,
For the life of a dog is much better than that.

Ladders were thrown against the houses with a thud.
The sound of hammers, banging on nails and on wood,
Permeated the whole of the neighborhood,
While the dogs simply lounged, wondering about their own food.
Boards and shutters went up in a hurry.
People everywhere were all in a flurry,
Knowing that nightfall was just around the bend,
But the dogs simply lazed about in their cool den.

~ Kim Miles

Any poems to my ear, they really do sing,
But writing in rhyme really isn’t my thing.
These lines won’t quite scan,
And the meter – well, couldn't give a damn.
But nevertheless I’ll give it a go
And try to describe how the storm here did blow.
It crept into town on those "little cat feet,"
First as a breeze, soft as down on a thistle
(And thank God the winds never did whistle).
Then slowly, then faster, firmed up its beat,
Like the pitch of a piper's low mournful tune,
On the dark, darkest side of the well-hidden moon.

Finally, the houses were protected from the storm,
And the people inside were safe from all harm.
Stocked with food and water for days,
While the dogs simply loafed about in the haze.
And the people huddled down in their new little caves
To await the storm’s wrath and the great ocean’s waves,
With the TV on Frances or Ivan or Belize,
But the dogs simply played in the nice ocean breeze.
And after an intense weekend of nothing,
The people emerged, fed up with waiting
For a storm that never showed, nor made an appearance.
The dogs simply watched them, with no interference.

The dogs heard those bellows pumped full of air —
No missing their signals that something was there.
Then two of the three just settled right down
As the storm had its way, tossing trees to the ground.
But one there was not quite as tough,
And finally decided he'd had enough.
He hid in a closet way down the hall
And wouldn't even come out when I gave him a call.

No storm came this time to any nearby,
So people shook heads, some of them wryly
At all of the work they’d have to undo,
While the dogs could not fathom all the hullabaloo.

Rains pelted the palms; pines bent in half.
Some flooded folks said, "Get us a raft!"
Then in dismay, they yelled loudly, "Oh, drat!"
As they found themselves wading in, uh, let’s call it scat.

~ Joan E. Ford
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