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Genetic studies have confirmed that the
grey wolf (Canis lupus) is the closest wild ancestor of the domestic dog (Vila et al., 1999;
Vila et al., 1997). Since the two species are
closely related, they can interbreed freely, and
the resulting crosses are typically referred to as
wolfdogs or wolf hybrids. Wolfdogs can be
anywhere from 1% to 99% wolf, and any medium or large dog can be crossed with a wolf or
wolfdog. Additionally, there is no set breed
standard for wolfdogs as there is for most domestic dog breeds. As a result, they are an extremely varied group of animals — some with
little wolf background resemble huskies, and
others with more wolf background are difficult
to distinguish from pure wolves. Therefore,
wolfdog breeders and owners use a variety of
terms to describe the ancestry of their animals
and to give an indication of how wolflike they
are. These include percentage, content and Fgeneration.
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come across this term. The "F" stands for
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Percentages
The proportion of wolf genes that an ani-

mal has is often expressed as a percentage
value. It's quite easy to figure out for a wolfdog if you know something about its pedigree
— just take the percentage of wolf in the
mother and in the father, add them up, and
divide by two. For example, an animal with
one dog parent and one wolf parent will be
50% wolf. If that animal is mated to a dog,
the result will be puppies that are 25% wolf.
If a 25% wolf is mated to a 50% wolf dog, the
result is a 37.5% wolf. This is a very common way to describe a wolfdog's ancestry,
but percentages are only 100% accurate in the
case of an animal that had one wolf parent
and one dog parent. In this case, the resulting
puppies will inherit half of their genetic material (DNA) from each parent, so they with
truly be genetically half wolf and half dog.
Once we move away from this initial
wolf/dog cross, things get a bit more complicated. To show why percentages are not always 100% accurate, consider a cross between two wolfdogs that are each the result of
a wolf-to-dog mating. For simplicity, I'll refer
to the genes from the original dog parent as
"dog" genes and the ones from the wolf parent as "wolf" genes, even though many of the
genes will be very similar, if not identical.
The puppies from this cross will each inherit
half their genes from each parent. However,
since each parent is half wolf and half dog,
the genes inherited from each parent will be a
random mixture of those wolf and dog genes.
On paper the puppies would be 50% wolf, but
it's possible that a given pup will have inherited slightly more (or fewer) wolf genes from
each parent. This is why litters of F2 (or
higher) wolfdog puppies are often highly
variable. Each pup will have inherited different combinations of wolf and dog genes.
As the F-value increases, and we go farther away from the original wolf-dog cross,
the percentages are going to become a less
(Continued on page 4)
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From the Desk of the President
By Al Mitchell

As I write this, the hurricane of the week is named Rita.
And we still have several months left in the season. While most
of the news has been on New Orleans destruction and rescue of
people, there is also a lot of work being done to rescue animals.
This hurricane season should send a CLEAR message to animal
lovers that we need to provide for their safety far in advance of
approaching storms.
I urge all breeders to make this point with their buyers.
Many people buy a small beautiful puppy without regard to the
fact that it will get big. You can't just stick a 100-pound wolfdog
in a basket and go to a shelter. People sharing their lives with
these animals MUST include them in their personal hurricane
plans.
FLA has continued to keep its Disaster Fund open. Instructions for making a tax deductible contribution or for requesting
assistance are on our website, floridalupine.org. If you do not
have access to the internet, please call our secretary, Jill Parker
at 850-956-2706.
Since the April Rendezvous, we have had some Board
Member changes. Melissa Kondratic had to resign as Secretary
due to continuing physical problems which have prevented her
from typing or using the computer. Melissa, who holds a State
Class II license, remains in her position as Rescue Coordinator.
As provided in the By Laws, the Board has appointed Jill
Parker to fill Melissa's board vacancy and also to serve as Secretary.
Jill was born in Ft. Lauderdale, raised in a Christian home,
and finished her formal education with a Master’s Degree in
Religious Education. She then moved to Colombia, South
America, serving as a missionary for almost 9 years. She then
left the mission field and came home to work in the Computer

From the Desk of the Secretary
By Jill Parker

My name is Jill Parker and I have the privilege of serving as
the FLA secretary for the remainder of this year’s term. I will
strive to be as diligent and as conscientious as Melissa has been
during her time as secretary and am looking forward to working
closely with the other Board members.
As secretary, I will be involved in helping to update FLA’s
membership records, maintain and mail information packets,
record board meeting minutes, and monitor incoming emails to
info@floridalupine.org.
If you have
any questions, suggestions,
comments, ideas,
or information you wish to
share with the
membership, please email
me! I will make
sure your email is responded to as
quickly as possible. I hope
you will take the
opportunity to take advantage of all the
resources that are available
to you as a member of the FLA. I look forward to the opportunity to serve you and truly hope to hear from you soon.

Operations Department with Coral Ridge Ministries. Moving
to the Florida Panhandle in 2004 she opened her own business doing data entry work for the Ministry. Jill also is a substitute teacher in the public schools in Bonifay, while continuing to be actively involved in her local church.
Jill purchased a “wolfdog” out of the classifieds six
years ago and admits that she was misled by an unscrupulous
seller and her own ignorance. It was a learning experience
that turned out to be the best mistake she had ever made. A
friend directed her to a reputable breeder to whom she took
all her questions. She left her a lot wiser and with a second
wolfdog puppy. She joined FLA in 2001 and appreciates the
opportunity to learn from the experience of the other members. A year and a half ago, she adopted a rescue, and now
with three wolfdogs, she continues striving to be an educated
and informed owner.
We welcome Jill as our new Board member and Secretary and have already seen evidence of her ability to devote
herself to her responsibilities with FLA.
One of our founding members and our Webmaster, Jody
Haynes, has also resigned from the board due to increasing
work related demands on his time. Jody has done a lot for
FLA and his efforts through the years are indeed appreciated.
Jody continues to serve as our Webmaster.
Since our last rendezvous, I have been advised by the
Elite Resort at Salt Springs, that, unfortunately, their cottages
will not be available for short term rentals in the future. This
leaves us without a location for the 2006 Rendezvous the last
weekend of April. We need all members to search out possible locations and advise Jill if you find one that we should
contact.

From the Desk of the Treasurer
By Mayo Wetterberg

We have closed out another fiscal year and have once again
been able to cover our expenses with our dues and member donations. I would like to thank all of you who have donated to either our
Disaster Relief Fund specifically, or to the FLA general fund. Like
most non-profit organizations, we really do depend on your generosity to continue our charter of wolfdog education. Next Newsletter I
will include an annual report to members, but for now thanks for all
of your support.
We are beginning a new membership drive Not only will the
dues help to broaden our education efforts, but we will be able to
reach more wolfdog owners to provide support. I ask all of you to
contact friends and neighbors who own wolfdogs and are not members and encourage them to join FLA. Lending your copy of the
Newsletter with the application form in the back may be a great,
easy way of doing it. We will have more people to attend and promote education events, such as local dog-related projects, and
responsible wolfdog ownership. Help make us to make FLA a bigger and better organization to serve your and the FL wolfdog world.
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(Continued from page 1)

accurate reflection of the true percentage
of wolf genes in the animal. This is particularly true when it comes to genes that
control the animal's appearance and aspects of its temperament. Many breeders,
intentionally or not, select for traits that
likely come from their breeding stock's
dog ancestors. These include characteristics such as curly tails, blue eyes, outgoing temperaments, or mask-like facial
markings.
If a breeder prefers to breed wolfdogs
with such traits, the true percentage of
wolf genes in the resulting puppies will
likely be lower than the percentage that
could be inferred from their pedigrees.
On the other hand, if the breeder had been
selecting for wolf-like characteristics, the
true percentage of wolf genes in the puppies will be higher than the percentage
indicated by their pedigrees. Some breeders may not be aiming to select for any
particular traits, and in that case the puppies will likely be quite variable, with
some resembling dogs and others resembling wolves.
Content
Since percentage is not always an
accurate way to describe the amount of
wolf ancestry in an animal, many wolfdog
owners and breeders describe their animals as being either low, mid, or high
content wolfdogs. Low content wolfdogs
tend to be more dog-like than wolf-like,
and sometimes can be quite difficult to
distinguish from pure dogs (particularly
northern breed or German shepherd dog
mixes). Some low-content wolfdogs may
have some obvious wolf features. Figures
one and two are photographs of lowcontent wolfdogs. Mid-content wolfdogs
are usually roughly half wolf and half dog
and will display traits from both the dog
and wolf ancestor. Figures three and four
are photographs of mid-content wolfdogs.
Mid-content wolfdogs are very difficult to make generalizations about, as
some are more wolflike than others. For
example, note that the wolfdog in Fig. 3
has malamute or husky-like markings and
that the wolfdog in Fig. 4 has wolflike
agouti-colored markings. High-content
wolfdogs resemble wolves, and some are
difficult to distinguish from pure wolves.
The animal in Figs. 5 and 6 is a high con-

tent wolfdog. Fig. 5 shows him as a young
animal, and Fig. 6 shows him as a mature
animal. For the most part, he is nearly
identical to a pure wolf and does not possess any obvious dog characteristics.
Nicole Wilde, in the book Wolfdogs A
to Z, defines low-content wolfdogs as being up to 35% wolf, mid-content wolfdogs
as being between 35% and 74% wolf and
high-content wolfdogs as being 75% +
wolf. However, these are not set in stone
because some breeders use different percentages to define low, mid, and high content animals.
Additionally, content is often used to
describe how wolflike a canid is, so it is
not always based on a percentage. For instance, a 50% F4 wolfdog that looks and
acts very much like a northern breed dog
may be referred to as a low content instead
of a mid content. On the other hand, an F1
50% wolfdog with many wolf-like traits
would likely be referred to as a mid content.
Using content to describe a wolfdog’s
background instead of percentages is also
useful for rescuers who may not know
much about the background of the animals
they deal with. Instead they can consider
the animal's looks and temperament and
make an educated guess as to how much
wolf is in the background of the animal.
Phenotyping
The phenotype of an animal is its total
physical outward appearance. In the wolfdog world, phenotyping refers to the art of
determining the background of a canid by
considering his looks and behavior. Note
that I called this an art, because it can be
very difficult to do! There are no traits that
can be used to indicate with 100% certainty that a live canid has recent wolf ancestry. The only way to accurately determine if a canine has recent wolf ancestry is
with measurements on a rendered skull
(Ilijn, 1941), but this is obviously not useful for most purposes.
While it can be difficult to determine
if a mixed-breed dog has wolf ancestry,
pure wolves are quite distinct from the
dogs used in wolfdog crosses, such as
Alaskan malamutes, Siberian huskies, and
German shepherds. Norwegian elkhounds,
Samoyeds, and Belgian shepherd dogs may
be used as well. People who are very familiar with these breeds and wolves may
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Fig. 1

Fig 2

Fig 3

Fig 4
be able to make an educated guess
regarding the wolf content of a wolfdog. In general, wolves have proportionally longer legs, and larger feet,
heads and muzzles than similarly
sized dogs. For example, note that
the high-content wolfdog in Fig. 5
has proportionally longer legs, and
larger, more splayed out feet than the
mid-content wolfdog in Fig. 3. A
wolf’s teeth also tend to be larger
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Fig 5

Fig 6
than a dog’s, and wolves do not have
rear dew claws, as some dogs breeds do.
Many huskies and malamutes can have
very clear masks and markings on the
face (such as the wolfdog in Fig. 3)
while wolves have well-blended facial
markings (such as the animal in Fig. 4).
Most grey wolves have beige undercoats with longer, darker banded guard
hairs. The face, legs, and belly of a
wolf are usually beige.
However, it is important to note
that some dogs (such as the Siberian
husky) may be agouti or sable colored
like a wolf. Agouti huskies or Inuit
dogs can easily be mistaken for wolfdogs. Wolves can also be black or
white, although many black wolves fade
with age, and may look very pale by age
ten (see Figs. 5 and 6 – the same wolfdog at different ages). Black dogs usually only develop some gray on the
muzzle, chest, underside, and paws as
they age.
Additionally, unlike white dogs,
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white wolves are also never born white.
They are dark colored when born and then
fade to white as they grow up. The eyes
of an adult wolf can be yellow, amber,
orange, light-brown, or (rarely) green, but
will never be blue, although young wolf
puppies have dark blue eyes. These will
change color by the time the pup is six to
eight weeks old. The presence of yellow
eyes on a canine often leads people to
conclude an animal is part wolf, but many
dog breeds can have yellow eyes. A
wolf's tail is also straight, and will not be
curled like the tail of a husky or malamute.
Behavioral characteristics are less
useful when phenotyping a canine, although there are some traits that may be
helpful. Female wolves tend to go into
heat only once a year, while female dogs
go into heat twice a year, with the exception of a few rare dog breeds, such as the
Tibetan mastiff. Male dogs are fertile
year-round, and male wolves are only
fertile for a portion of the year. Wolf and
high content wolfdog puppies are typically born in the springtime, while dog
puppies can be born year round. Wolves
and high-content wolfdogs also rarely
bark, and when they do, it sounds nothing
like the typical dog bark. Instead, they
produce a very low and quiet woofing
sound. Wolves only bark when they are
alarmed, and then they only let out a few
low barks. They do not bark incessantly
like many dogs will. Wolves and wolfdogs often like to howl, but so do many
northern-breed dogs.
Personality-wise, wolves and wolfdogs have a tendency to be extremely
cautious around people they don’t know
and novel items and situations. This is
because domestic animals tend to have
much lower levels of the hormones that
mediate “fight or flight” (fear) reactions
in their blood than their wild counterparts.
For example, in a decades long study, a
group of foxes bred for 40 years for tameness had much lower levels of adrenal
hormones in their blood than control wild
foxes (Trut, 1999). So, as a general rule,
high-content wolfdogs tend to be more
cautious around new situations than dogs
or low-content wolfdogs. However, since
early socialization plays such an important role in shaping an animal’s temperament, a very well socialized high or midcontent wolfdog may be more outgoing

than a low-content wolfdog or domestic
dog that has received very little human
contact or has been abused.
Misrepresentation
When looking for a new wolfdog
puppy, it is important to know how to
tell a wolf from a dog. This is because
so many wolfdog breeders are in reality
are breeding mixed breed wolflike dogs.
Monty Sloan and Jill Moore note that
the majority (anywhere from 75-90%!)
of wolfdogs have a lower wolf content
than their owners claim they have
(Sloan and Moore, 2000). There are
several possible reasons for this. One is
that, while few people will pay a lot of
money for a husky/shepherd mix dog,
many will pay a few hundred dollars
more for a dog that they believe is part
wolf. Dishonest breeders may mislead
their buyers to simply make money.
Additionally, many people have
difficulties differentiating a wolf or
wolfdog from shepherd dog or northern
breed mixes, and such people may be
convinced that their wolfy-looking dog
is indeed a wolfdog. Finally, many
breeders may have themselves been
ripped off by another dishonest or confused breeder and may not realize that
their animals are of a lower wolf content
than they think.
Misrepresentation is a potential
problem to wolfdog owners. Aside
from the fact that many people are lied
to (intentionally or not) by breeders, it
can give people the wrong impression
as to what real wolfdogs are like.
Someone who ends up with an outgoing, easy to train canine that they think
is a high-content wolfdog but is not
could mislead others into thinking that
all high-content wolfdogs are like that.
In reality, they are far more difficult to
take care of and handle than a northern
breed dog or a low-content wolfdog. If
the person were to get a real highcontent wolfdog, he or she may be quite
surprised by the behavior of the new
animal.
Conclusion
A wolfdog can be anything from
1% to 99% wolf. Most people express
the amount of wolf genes in their wolf-
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dog using a percentage, but percentages
are not always accurate because of the
random nature of genetics, artificial
selection for either wolf-like or doglike animals by a breeder and misrepresentation. As a result, many owners and
breeders used the terms low, mid or
high content to describe how wolflike
their animals are.
To learn more about wolfdog genetics, phenotyping, and finding honest,
knowledgeable breeders, I encourage
readers to visit the list of resources I
have complied at
http://canidae.ca/wolfdoglinks.html .
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Canine Malocclusion
By Pam Thompson

A canine's normal bite should be a scissor
bite, with the upper incisors located in front of the
lower incisors when the mouth is closed. There
should be a smooth curve from tooth to tooth
without any misplaced or rotated teeth. The
lower canines should lie between the upper lateral incisors and the upper canines, yet touching
neither. The crown tips of the pre-molars should
point to a space between the crowns of the opposing pre-molars. Improper tooth alignment is
known as malocclusion, which can be dental or
skeletal in nature. Malocclusions can be inherited, or caused by environmental factors such as
trauma, nutrition, disease or retention of deciduous (baby) teeth. Even frequent games of tug of
war have been known to move teeth into an
abnormal position. (Regardless of the caurse, it
is important to note that teeth misalignments can
be barely noticeable or so severe that they affect
the animal’s health.)
Some dentists believe that in order to determine whether a malocclusion is genetic or
acquired, one should study the pre-molars. A
correct bite should result in the pre-molars meeting in a scissor fashion; this is, the tip of a lower
pre-molar should be positioned at the intersection of the top two pre-molars. If the pre-molars
are positioned so that the tip of one pre-molar
touches the tip of the tooth on the opposite jaw, it
is a good indication that the condition is genetic.
TYPES OF MALOCCLUSIONS:
SIX CLASSIFICATIONS
Overbite (aka Parrot Mouth — Top teeth
extend over the bottom teeth) : As explained
below, pups are born with a slightly overshot jaw
that allows them to nurse. In most instances, this
slight overbite self-corrects by the time a pup is a
few weeks old and begins to eat solid food. However, for those that don't, this condition should be
watched carefully and medical help should be
sought. Extraction of some teeth may be necessary.
Underbite (Lower jaw extends beyond top
jaw): The jaws meet in all other ways, yet the
lower jaw is simply longer. As this may be the
correct position for a breed, check in the breed
standards for the breed of dog involved.
Anterior Crossbite (Both sides are normal
with one or more incisors in front of top incisors):
The most common of all malocclusions and is
not considered hereditary in nature. Anterior
crossbites can be linked to trauma, retention of
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deciduous teeth, nutrition, or disease.
Posterior Crossbite (Lower premolars overlap upper pre-molars): This
condition is rare and appears mainly in
large-nosed dogs.
Wry Mouth (One side of the mouth is
longer than the other): A genetic condition
not easily fixed.
Base Narrow Canines (Bottom teeth
project inward): A condition resulting when
retained baby teeth force permanent teeth
to grow in at an angle and damage the
roof of the mouth.
STAGES OF DEVELOPMENT
Just as canines experience physical
and behavioral development, they also
have phases of dental development. A
malocclusion can occur during any of the
three stages of canine dental development.
STAGE ONE: The first stage of canine dental development lasts from birth to
16 weeks. When a pup is born, it will have
a very slight overbite that will allows it to
nurse; the overbite corrects itself shortly
after a pup stop nursing. At about four
weeks, the deciduous (baby) teeth will
begin to erupt. By the time the pup has
reached sixteen weeks, the mandible
(lower jaw) and maxilla (upper jaw) should
grow almost proportionately to its adult jaw
length. If for some reason this growth spurt
does not occur; the teeth will not grow in
correctly and a malocclusion will occur.
During the 8-week checkup, your
veterinarian should make sure that the
deciduous teeth are well erupted and properly placed. The 12-week checkup should
also include an oral exam to make sure
that the jaw lengths are growing at the
proper rate and that there are no dental
interlocks.
Dental interlocks occur when one set
of teeth block or lock out the growth of the
opposite jaw. The mandible (lower jaw)
and maxilla (upper jaw) do not grow at the
same rate. If deciduous teeth erupt during
a rapid growth rate of either the mandible
or maxilla, an interlocking of both sets of
primary teeth can occur and can maintain
the abnormal bite relationship. If caught in
time, the primary teeth that prohibit its
growth can be removed from the shorter
jaw. However, the procedure should be
done before the pup reaches ten weeks of
age.
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STAGE TWO: The second stage of
dental development is from four to
seven months of age. During this time, a
pup will shed the deciduous teeth and
permanent teeth will replace them. One
should check carefully to ensure that no
deciduous teeth have been retained.
The deciduous teeth are shed and
replaced with permanent teeth beginning at about four months of age. The
shedding of teeth starts with the incisors
and canines, followed by the molars and
pre-molars. This process continues until
a wolfdog is about 7 or 8 months of age.
Under normal circumstances, the
root of a temporary tooth is pushed out
as a permanent tooth grows in. When all
goes as it should, the ligaments holding
the deciduous tooth are weakened as
the permanent tooth pushes it up and
out. Proper diet will help to loosen and
dislodge the tooth. However, in some
instances, the permanent tooth will
glance off to the side and come in at an
angle leaving both the deciduous tooth
and the permanent tooth to share the
same socket and ligaments, causing a
multitude of periodontal problems, one
of which can be a malocclusion.
One should also watch for the first
signs of overcrowding and make sure
that permanent teeth are growing in at
the correct angle.
THIRD STAGE: The third stage
occurs between seven and eighteen
months. During this stage, most malocclusions result from conditions such as
anterior cross bites, overcrowding, tooth
rotation, etc. A veterinarian specializing
in the canine dentistry can still correct
many problems during this phase, and
malocclusions can be avoided.
As with most canine disorders,
early detection is the key to prevention
and correction of serious malocclusion
issues.
Printed with permission and copyright
© 2005 by Pam Thompson.

Guessing Game Answers
A. Reported to be 78%
B. Reported to be 90% F2
C Reported to be 40-50%
D. Verified 94% F1
E. Reported to be 90% F2
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The Tale of Tuffy’s Toots
As Told to the Editor

Tuffy
This year we were faced with an unusual situation -- we both had to be gone on
the same day. We would have to leave our
pup, Tuffy, alone for the day. When we
realized neither of us would be able to take
Tuffy with us, we decided to get our
neighbor to check on him and feed him his
mid-day meal. But. as luck would have it,
the neighbor was to be gone that day as
well. Even though we felt Tuffy would be
well entertained with all of his toys and a
playmate, we felt that at eight weeks, he still
needed to be fed more than once during the
eight-hour period. His normal schedule was
to be fed twice during this time period, and
we didn’t want him to act out and tear up
furniture because he was hungry.
We discussed leaving out enough raw
chicken for the entire day, but decided that
might not be a good idea due to spoilage
during the summer heat. Dry food was out,
because Tuffy wouldn’t touch it. Our only
alternative was to try canned dog food.
That evening we returned home to find
the house still in tact and Tuffy glad to see
us. He soon settled down, and it first appeared that he had done just fine on his first
day alone.
Then as he “assumed the position,” I
got up to get his leash and take him outside.
But before I could reach him, it became
evident that the caned food did not agree
with his digestive system.
Tuffy, uh, “tooted” and had diarrhea at
the same time, which in itself is not unusual.
But, as his bowels exploded, he looked over
his shoulder to see what had snuck up behind him and was trying to get him. Each
time he would toot and more diarrhea would

fly, he whirled around to see what was
after him. The poor guy was quite sure
the noise was coming from some unseen
monster that was going to attack his rear.
With each new gaseous eruption, he
would continue to whirl around looking
for the hidden foe that he could hear behind him, but could not see.
As the dog food managed to cleanse
his bowels, Tuffy continued to spin in
circles hunting the monster that was trying to attack him from the rear. If the
whites of his eyes shining in his black
little face were any indication of how
frightened he was, then the bout of noisy
diarrhea was most definitely a traumatic
experience for an eight-week old pup.
(Though I’d never before seen an animal
afraid of its own “toots.”)
During the time Tuffy was dodging
his invisible foe, I was laughing so hard I
couldn’t move to help him or get him out
the door. But the situation lost much of
its humor when I realized that while chasing the “Toot Monster, ” Tuffy had flung
some of the foulest smelling diarrhea I’ve
ever had the displeasure to cleaning up
over a good portion of my living room
floor. Thus ends the tale of Tuffy’s toots
— or should I have said the tail?

Do you think Tuffy is doing his
best to help clean up the mess?
Printed with permission of Tuffy’s owners and
copyright © 2005 by the editor on their behalf.
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Nature vs. Nurture: Part II, Nurture
By Suzie Myers

Part I of the Nature/Nurture article
ended with Nature being both wonderful
and complex. The issue of nurture is no
less wonderful or complex. In Part II,
nurture and how to nurture, along with
the argument “Is It Nature or Nurture?”
will be addressed.
The nurture side of the coin wins the
toss when we as owners get involved with
both hands on and with what we read
about nurture and how to apply nurturing
to our canines. If you read Runar Ness’s
article in the last issue of the FLA newsletter, you read some valuable insights
about staying still inside learn about an
animal’s personality. Nurture involves
socialization, the process of which is
helps an animal adapt to our human environment through offering a great number
of social situations
Helping wolfdogs to adapt and adjust to the world of humans gives them
the ability to live a less fearful life. Fear
aggression can be a response from wolfdogs who haven’t experienced a variety
of social settings as a very young pup.
Fear can be helpful in some dangerous
situations, but if fear becomes a way of
life for a wolfdog, its life will be hampered from interacting with you, as the
owner, and other humans. Such overwhelming fear leads to shy and skittish
behavior, which makes some canines
unable to be handled effectively. If you
cannot take a wolfdog in a vehicle or get
him or her to load up in a crate, evacuating from situations such as Hurricane
Katrina or wildfires become very difficult. Going back to nature, there are
some animals that seem to have been
hardwired to make nurturing them a real
challenge. However, it seems as if some
owners would rather use nature as an excuse for not providing socialization and
training.
Puppy training can start as early as
five weeks. Teaching puppies to follow
your hand with a training treat gets them
interested in following you and is the
beginning of teaching the “come” command. Ian Dunbar starts teaching the
basic training commands of “come,”
“sit,” “down,” “off,” and “stay/wait” at
five weeks. His training method is avail-

able in video. Getting your puppy used to
your hands will be a huge help in putting
on a collar, using a leash, grooming, and
giving medical and vet care. Using your
hands for giving treats, handing feeding
part or all of a meal, opening your
puppy’s mouth to look at teeth, and giving belly rubs will help your growing
wolfdog to stay focused and be less fearful later on. These pups don’t stay little
for long, so acclimating and training your
pup at a very early age will make it much
easier to handle a 100+ lb. wolfdog.
Although there are many “schools”
of training methods, the first critical step
is to listen to your wolfdog, learn his/her
personality, discern how he/she learns
best, and engage your wolfdog. You need
to learn what motivates your wolfdog.
Some are motivated by food and some
turn their noses up at a food lure. Play
may motivate your wolfdog rather than
food. If it is play that motivates your
wolfdog, then play can be a reward for a
training session. Make training interesting, not boring. Wolfdogs bore easily,
since they generally have a higher intelligence level than most dogs. If you are
bored and show it, your wolfdog will pick
up on this. Have a positive and happy
attitude; make training a fun activity. Use
your imagination. At the end of this article, there is a list of training and enrichment websites and books.
Helping a puppy to acclimate to loud
sounds, such as sirens, vacuums, airplanes
and helicopters, thunder, tires squealing,
and more will keep your wolfdog more
relaxed in unfamiliar situations. Finding
CDs or tapes of these types of sounds and
playing them while the puppy is in the
house with you present, is one way to
acclimate to loud, scary sounds. When
you do this, make sure not to reverse reward the pup. By this, I mean not soothing the puppy and saying, “It’s alright, it’s
alright.” You need go about you own
business and act as though the sounds are
not bothersome. The pup will take cues
from your behavior and pick up on your
fear or anxiety.
Taking your pup to visit other dogs
and visit people is a good way to get
him/her used to being around strangers,

whether human or canine. Some communities have dog parks specifically
designed to help dogs see, sniff, hear,
and play with other dogs. When your
pup is young, socializing with other
dogs can help reduce some innate
other dog aggression. Pups get to see
dog language in action. Allowing
carefully chosen strangers to approach
your pup will help to get him/her used
to people other than you and your immediate family. Activities with other
dogs and humans help to make your
wolfdog a more well-rounded canine.
Have you ever seen a dog or wolfdog step gingerly on a an unfamiliar
surface, afraid to make a move? Seeing a dog “skate” on an extra smooth
surface may be cute and funny, but to
an already fearful puppy, it may set up
a fixed response to never want to step
on smooth surfaces. Enrichment introduces puppies and dogs to a variety of
conditions that can reinforce good
behavior. By giving a puppy a variety
of surfaces to play on and around,
he/she gets used to smooth, rough,
gritty, soft, plush, and more. Enclosures can include a sand box, a gravel
box, dirt and grassy areas, some with
carpeting, some with linoleum or tile.
The idea is to give your pup or dog a
way to experience widely varied surfaces without being afraid. Enrichment
involves using lots of creative toys,
playground equipment, bones, and
safe objects to stimulate your dog’s
brain.

Pool and homemade table
Using enrichment can help you
shape desired behaviors, getting closer
and closer to the goals of a wellsocialized and well-trained dog. Some
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examples are: old marrow bones or kongs
stuffed with cheese, filling a kiddy pool or
water tank with water and adding a few
toys, using large dead branches or limbs for
climbing, using agility equipment like
beams, planks, tunnels, slides, or swinging

F L O R ID A L UP I NE N EWS

“There is no Nature VS Nurture. All of
life is a rich and varied interplay of
BOTH, at every level. Not only do both
Nature and Nurture impact behavior and
all of the events of any animal's life, Nature impacts Nurture, and Nurture in turn
impacts Nature. They are inseparable
and there simply is no VERSUS.”
Website and book list:
http://www.sardogs.com/training_overview.htm
(click on the sidebar for more training help)
http://www.sardogs.com/training_environmental
http://www.fiu.edu/%7Emilesk/training.htm
http://users3.ev1.net/~pamthompson/index.htm
http://www.geocities.com/cttnwds/training/playgro
und.htm

Sandbox and sun shade
bridges, spraying old cologne on tissues or
around the base of a tree or post, hanging
wind chimes high in a tree, or providing
different height platforms to climb and sit
on. Your imagination and the safety of your
animal are the keys to enrichment.
Enclosures or fenced areas that are safe
and secure are another part of nurturing
your wolfdog. Keeping a wolfdog on a
chain or tethering for extended periods of
time can lead to behavioral problems and
unwanted escapes. By now most of us know
that escapes can lead to Breed Specific Legislation, which bans our companion animals
from regions and states. Providing well
planned enclosures made of chain link or
high tensile game fencing, or any other material that prevents escapes, will make your
life much easier. Enclosures may need dig
or ground wire, hotwire, if necessary, and
adequate height to prevent escapes. Checking on fencing – daily -- will also give you
peace of mind, knowing that your wolfdog
has not chewed through fencing or dug an
escape route, or that the fencing material
has become unstable or weatherworn. (For
an excellent containment design, see
http://www.inetdesign.com/wolfdunn/conta
inment/chainlinklarge.html)
In the end, the discussion of nature and
nurture is a forever bonded concept. If you
want to be a responsible and engaged wolfdog owner, take charge and actively seek
sources for new training, socialization, and
enrichment ideas. You can blend the nature
and nurture of your wolfdog to help him/her
realize his/her full potential as a happy and
well-adjusted animal.
As Norla Antorio so aptly wrote,

Nicole Wilde, Living With Wolfdogs and
Wolfdogs A to Z
Turgid Rugaas, On Talking Terms with
Dogs: Calming Signals
Stanley Coren, How To Speak Dog:
Mastering the Art of Dog-Human
Communication
Jean Donaldson, Culture Clash
Karen Pryor, Don’t Shoot the Dog
Copyright © 2005 , Suzie Myers. Reprinted with
permission.

Gussie’s Eyes

MAGIC DOG
In Memory of Nancy Brown’s Gussie

By Tam Nesbit

The eyes, they say, are windows to the
soul
but hers were tolerant mirrors of ours.
She had no need of windows
for she wore her soul on the outside,
pure and shining and bright.
Her path was her chosen human’s path.
They walked in each other’s footprints,
though she would sometimes dance off
the path
to touch people they met on the way to lighten a heart here,
to gift a smile there,
to dry a tear,
to lend comfort through the touch of her

soft coat.
An elfen steed from a rich mediaeval tapestry,
a fabled princess of rare beauty,
a snowdragon curled snugly around
its treasure.
A creature of enchantment.
She was a magic dog
On loan from faerie, sent to teach
through joy.
She danced her lessons,
she leapt her instructions,
she spun and whirled
and her students learned through
wonder.
Fey creature she was,
her body and movements her magic
wand.
A gentle nose touch here,
a soft look there,
a hearty shove from her husky paws
for a slow apprentice.
And when she deemed her lessons
done
She turned to leave.
We all saw her
prance and jump and leap and twist
and run and run and run some
more…
And oh how we delighted
in the beauty of her movement.
But oh how hard it was
to see her go.
We are lost without our favorite
teacher.
And her companion walks alone
and wonders how one set of footsteps
can sound so much louder than two.
But we know that she’ll return,
And that thought is a talisman
and a balm for her companion’s
heart.
And for the rest of us
the memory of her is a crystal ball.
Peer inside
and we can watch her dance a laugh,
a reminder just for us.
And we can smile in delight and
wonder
that we were touched
by a magic dog.
Printed with permission and copyright © 2005
by Tam Nesbit.
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A Story

By Lynn Savage
In order to help you understand the
responsibility and the pitfalls of
wolfdog ownership, I would like to tell
you a story.
He was approximately 8 weeks old
and he had all the beauty of a wharf-rat.
I was thrilled; I had finally achieved a
chance at a dream come true. I had
been looking for a wolfdog who looked
like a pure wolf. My plan was to take
him with me many places and use him
when I went to schools, scouting groups
and powwows. Always before I had used
a medium content animal and had
felt a stab of disappointment when I
stood before a group dressed in my
buckskin dress and leggings and heard
someone say, "You look like a real Indian, but that somehow doesn't look like
a real wolf."

A Young Wisedkajak
Well, now I would show them. This
young wolfdog was very high content
and promised to look like the real thing.
I was working long days for the State in
those days, but I vowed I would socialize this pup so much I could take him
anywhere. In fact, I did take him numerous places, and he was petted and talked
about at the feed store, the park, and
whenever possible to trade day events. In
the beginning, he did very well. He
would wag his tail and then sidle up to
people to be loved.
When he was about three months
old, his personality began to change. I
first noticed that when someone came to
my place instead of wagging up to meet
the person, he would disappear. Sometimes I would have to search my property for a long time before I found him.

If I attempted to lead him out of his hiding place, he would fight like a big trout
hooked on a fishing line. If I did
succeed in getting him up to the person,
he would urinate and defecate on
himself.
Well, I was not about to let my dream
go. My work got more demanding and I
didn't have a lot of time. But the day came
when I was off work and I
decided I needed to load him up and take
him on a run to the feed store. I should
have taken the hint when it took me
something like thirty minutes to get him
into the cab of my pickup. I persevered,
and I got him in and started the approximately 10-mile trip to the feed store. The
pup weighed about 45 or 50 pounds at
this time and was standing stiffly on the
passenger seat.
As I got to the end of my road and
turned into a busy country road, I glanced
over at him. I swear his eyes were glowing a greenish phosphorous color — like
the "Hounds of the Baskervilles." I drove
calmly on and tried to tell myself everything was okay. I had probably driven
another three miles when it happened. My
pure-looking, lovable pup leaped toward
me and grabbed my arm about halfway
between my wrist and elbow. I told him
"no" in a firm voice and kept my hands on
the wheel. He didn't turn me loose; instead he began to exert pressure on the
arm. His eyes were fixed on me, and I
was beginning to hear a low rumble that
sounded like it was coming from inside a
very deep well.
I very gingerly attempted to pry his
jaw loose from my arm while I was
stopped at a traffic light. I don't know
how things appeared to the driver directly
behind me, but from my vantage point
when the pup turned loose my arm and
went for my face I saw my life flash before me. I think I screamed, "Okay, you
win — we're going home!" I proceeded to
make it to the first turn around and
headed home. The pup eased off of me —
he had gotten into my face and his hot
breath was causing me to sweat. I think I
drove home at about warp 10. The pup
had moved to the back seat of my stretch
cab pick-up. I was about a mile and a half
from home when the odor hit me. It was
the sickening smell of very fresh dog
poop.
I pulled into the drive and opened the
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door of the truck, gasping partly from
the smell and partly from the fear I had
just experienced. The pup calmly
climbed out and let me unhook the
leash and slowly ambled down to his
favorite spot by the barn. The back seat
of my truck looked like 10 canines had
relieved themselves in it. I think it took
me the rest of my time off to clean it
up. My dream was over.

Lynn and Wisedkajak
Wisedkajak was the name of this
pup. He is going on five years old. I am
the only person who can touch him. As
long as there is no one on the premises,
he and I are fast friends. In fact, I don't
think I have ever been as close to a dog
before. At close to 95 pounds, he still
tries to climb into my lap. He wants to
be with me as much as possible. We
have spent many happy and special
hours together. I know he loves me, and
I guess there's a part of me which is
egotistical enough to feel good about a
wild thing who trusts only me.
There is a serious flip-side to this
scenario. Wisedkajak goes ballistic if
he can't get far enough away from persons other than myself who even look
at him. He's gone through hot wire, and
over 8 foot fences to escape the gaze of
strangers. Once he got completely off
of the premises. Friends told me to give
up looking for him after four or five
days. I couldn't bring myself to close
the outside gate. I left it open in case he
came home so he could be safe from
the world.
As time went on, I was told I
needed to close the gate in order
to have closure about my friend. Then
after he had been gone two weeks, one
morning around 4:00 a.m. I heard the
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other dogs howling and carrying on. I
got up and walked out to the entrance
and there he was—dirty,
exhausted, his rear end full of bird
shot, his foot pads bleeding and
raw, but he was home. I can't tell you
how I felt when he attempted to climb
in my lap and covered my face with
wolfish kisses.
I no longer work and can stay
home with all my wolfdogs. Each one
has been a teacher. Wisedkjak has
taught me that I cannot put dog expectations on an animal who does not
posses the personality of a dog, but
who has the shy reserved nature of the
wolf and like his wolf ancestors has a
natural distrust of man. I now use a
neutered wolddog who has more dog
like personality than wolf and who
looks somewhat like a wolf.
I use this story to help people
understand that when they say they
want the really high content animal so
they can feel that they own a wolf,
they must have realistic expectations
of that animal. Lately there has been a
trend for breeders to scoff at the lower
wolf content wolfdogs. Many people I
have spoken with have said that a
breeder of wolfdogs who breeds animals that socializes more like dogs are
not as accepted.
I get tired of hearing some wolfdog people say that an animal with a
malamute
mask or too
short a nose
is not a good
animal. If the
animal suits
the owner the
and they have
a good relationship, they
are
superb
Lynn and a white
dogs, and will phased Wisedkajak
be the dogs
who become the ambassadors of
good will for the “breed.”
(Although Wisedkajak is now
gone, his memory is alive. His story
has been recounted in the present
tense.)
Printed with permission and
copyright © 2005 by Lynn Savage
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Woof on a Roof
By Sue Turbow

I have to share with all of you my
rather eventful morning in August. Tucker
woke me up at 5:15, so I let him and Whisper out in the yard off the house and let
Gage out of his yard so the three could play.
I went back to bed. At about 6:15, I heard
this noise on the roof that woke me up. No,
I know it’s not December and it’s not reindeer on my roof — it could only be Gage.
Now I know you are asking yourself
how did he got up the roof. Well, I have a 4
ft. tall box in my back yard under the
kitchen window. I had it built two years ago
because his Highness Gage was getting at
the garden hose. He decided to use it as a
platform to stare me down when I was at the
kitchen sink. Ever since Runar (I’m blaming
this all on him) built the ramp to go to the
top of the dog house I had built for Gage, he
(Gage) thinks he can climb anything. He
somehow figured out how to go from the
garden hose box up to the roof of the deck
— thus, he can go where ever he wants on
the roof of the house.
I tried and tried to get him down and he
wanted down. He was most agitated, scared,
shaking and at times found shade and mellowed out…he pooped twice…just thought
I’d share that. What to do! What to do! I
finally called my friend Joell, who only
lives 5 minutes from my house. Joell and
her hubby Marc showed up in minutes.
What to do! What to do! I went on the roof.
Marc went on the roof.

(Joell did not go on the roof because she is too short to reach the roof
because of my short ladders.) Marc had
never met Gage before — what a way
to meet him — it was love at first
sight…at least on Gage’s part.

Marc and Gage
All in all, Gage was up on the roof
for 3 hours. We tried everything I had
to get him down. We finally tried, for
the second time, a ramp from the roof
to various items we had in the yard. He
kept coming down about half way and
then decided to go back on the roof —
just scared. Finally Joell and I pulled
him off the ramp, which was a long,
wide piece of plywood. In the meantime, Marc was playing Atlas, holding
the weight of Gage on his shoulders
while he walked down the ramp.
Everyone is fine, and I must say
we all saw the humor in the woof on
the roof.
Printed with permission and copyright ©
2005 by Sue Turnow.
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The Guessing Game
Try to guess the mix and content of these canines.
Answers on page 7

B

A

C

D

E
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FLA Reminder: New Fiscal Year Memberships
As announced in the numerous editions of the Florida Lupine News, the Florida Lupine Association’s
(FLA) Board of Directors (BOD) has revised the annual memberships for all FLA Members so that
they follow FLA’s fiscal year—July 1 through June 30. Fiscal year memberships will not only alleviate
problems currently experienced by FLA’s Secretary, but they will also financially benefit the
organization.
Memberships will come due on July 1 every year. If new Members join during the Spring Rendezvous—
which is historically the time of year when most new Members join FLA—they will be rolled forward to
the next fiscal year (i.e., July 1). This is an added benefit for new Members joining during the Spring
Rendezvous. In addition, all new Members joining between the Spring Rendezvous (occurring at the
end of April or beginning of May, traditionally) and June 30 will automatically be rolled forward to the
next fiscal year (i.e., July 1).

FLORIDA LUPINE ASSOCIATION, INC.
P. O. Box 1765
DeFuniak Springs, FL 32435
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

New Membership ______

Renew Membership ______

*

Individual (FL Residents) _____ $25
*

Date ___________________

Individual Affiliate (out of state) _____ $15

Family (FL Residents)

_____ $35

Family Affiliate (out of state)

_____ $20

Junior Membership

_____ $10

Business Affiliate (out of state)

_____ $40

Business Membership

_____ $50

Donation Only (no membership) $________

Name:______________________________________________________________________________________
Address:____________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________County:_______________________________
Home Phone:_________________________________

Office Phone:________________________________

E-Mail:_________________________________
*These are the only voting categories.

Florida Lupine Association, Inc.
P. O. Box 1765
DeFuniak Springs, FL 32435
Support Responsible Canine Ownership & Education!

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

