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Because nothing interests me as much as
canine behaviour — except, that is, the
activities of my two sons — I set out to
record my observations of a King
Shepherd/mix I had agreed to foster. By way
of introduction, let me say that the my
experiences with Jamin (whose original name
was Grizz) began at the end of May this year
when I received a phone call from a friend
asking it I might be interested in fostering or
adopting a yearling male. A few days later, I
went to Jamin’s owner’s place, dragging
along my son Dalton, who does not
particularly share my fascination with all
things canine, but, who knows, he may thank
me one day.
Jamin was one of two males and one
female in his litter, and had been the alpha
when they were all pups, but by now, a year
later, his status had been lost to the other
male, and Jamin had become very shy, but I

was convinced it would be fun to watch him
develop and blossom. (I already had two
dogs at home, Lexy and Mila, and I had no
idea what their interactions would be.)
Within a few days, I realized that this
"project" was going to take some time — for
sure. Jamin had never raised his tail and
appeared to be totally lacking in confidence,
whimpering and whining and refusing to eat.
I decided to leave the sliding glass doors into
the house open, thinking once he walked in
he would be mine. WRONG! However, he
did howl for the first time that night and he
ate some bologna I tossed to him, but mostly
he just kept walking in circles.
June 17 was a big day for me. I was able
to actually touch Jamin three times that
evening. He’d run by two feet or so right in
front of me in high gear. So, when he ran by,
I stuck my arm way out and touched him. But
(Continued on page 5 )
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From the Desk of FLA President
By Al Mitchell
How quickly the seasons fly by. Summer is gone and we
are now in Fall. At least, so far, the weather systems have not
caused any great harm to us in Florida. We still need to be
cautious, however, as our furry friends and companions rely
on us to plan and to protect them.
Your Board of Directors continues work on a Code of
Ethics. As I stated in the last News Letter, this is a large step
forward for us and we are tackling it very carefully. The member input from the last rendezvous was critical to us in this
endeavor. When we complete the Code, we hope it will be a
model for other organizations and will also be followed by all
our members. FLA members need to stand a little taller than
other, less informed, wolfdog owners. We need to demonstrate by our ethical behavior that we do not support unscrupulous breeding, which ultimately results in dumping of animals into overcrowded rescue facilities. We need to demonstrate that FLA members adhere strictly to the laws in effect
where we live and where we do business. Those who breed

From the Desk of the Treasurer
By Mayo Wetterberg
Usually my comments are about money--after all, I’m the
Treasurer and that’s what I’m supposed to focus on. But I
have two other things I wanted to put in this space instead.
The first is a note to read the article on heartworm in this edition of the Newsletter. It has some interesting and important
facts about how important it is — for your wolfdog’s sake —
to keep up with heartworm treatment. And in Florida, that
means all year long. There is no good excuse for neglecting
the simple preventative treatment. A canine that contracts
heartworms is in for a difficult time. Not only is the cure very
costly, but it can be fatal in many cases.
I realize the cost of heartworm pills can be significant for
those who have several animals, but if that’s your situation,
discuss using Ivermectin with your vet. You can get several
month’s worth and a dosage rate from your vet for a very reasonable price The somewhat bitter taste can be disguised in
several ways and it’s not that hard to ensure each animal eats
their entire dose. If I can manage 21 rescues of various
weights/dosages, anyone can do it. And Ivermectin takes care
of all worms except tapeworms. Please read the article and
keep up your animal’s heartworm prevention.
The second part of this column is generated by our first
Katrina rescue — Ayla. Ayla came to us from a local Humane
Society that rescued her from a log chain tie-out and a miserable existence. "Captured" in New Orleans a few months after
Hurricane Katrina and brought to Florida, the log chain was to
prevent her from escaping. They thought she was a coyote
cross (she’s not) because of her size and behavior. She adored
other canines and wanted nothing to do with people. Even
after months of work by the Humane Society folks, she re-

and do business across state lines need to be aware of federal,
state and local laws effecting all areas in which you place your
puppies or older wolfdogs.
Then there is the issue of taking dogs out into the public
view. We have had some show up at previous rendezvous
who were (to put it mildly) a little aggressive. We have
enough bad press about our animals and an aggressive and/or
non-socialized animal should NEVER be put in the position
of being an ambassador. If you have an animal that just may
cause an incident...leave him at home!
We are searching for a suitable location for our 2007
Rendezvous, which is tentatively scheduled for a week earlier
than usual in April — April 20-22. While we can go back to
the former KOA campground in
Ocala again, their overnight accommodations are not sufficient for our
membership. Please let your Board
of Directors know if you are aware
of any suitable pet-friendly campgrounds, especially those with cabins. Send your ideas and suggestions
to info@floridalupine.org.
mained extremely shy and submissive and had a genuine fear
of people.
The reason I talk about Ayla is that, based on her age and
fear of people, she probably spent her first few months living
without any human contact — at least none that was positive.
Ayla, despite whatever we may be able to do for her, will
probably never have the quality of life that most pets enjoy.
She depends on canine companionship, and would (so far)
never approach a human being.
The take away from this story is that early socialization
and training is critical. Not spending the time necessary to
socialize and train a puppy — especially a wolfdog puppy —
can lead to a very unhappy relationship. And probably another
rescue! It’s not a revelation to any of you that a wolfdog tends
to be shy and in many cases it takes lots of hard work and
effort to overcome their fears. But when you see the bad results of an unsocialized animal, it hurts.
On the positive side, it’s great to see an animal and owner
bonded and obviously happy with each other. All the time you
spend with your wolfdog pays off. There are numerous
sources of information to help you socialize a puppy through
the growing stages and more than enough tips and methods to
make training easier ( even for an older wolfdog). Preparation
and a commitment to working with your animal will ultimately produce amazing results. Don’t give up when something doesn’t seem to work. Keep trying; try a different approach; ask for advice — many people will be glad to help
you with a particular problem or issue with your wolfdog.
You will ultimately have a great companion animal. And
maybe one that actually ENJOYS riding in a car!.

Help save the Alaskan wolves.
Support Defenders of Wildlife
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From the Desk of FLA Secretary
By Jill Parker
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Howl-O-Ween Fundraiser
to Benefit Seacrest Wolf Preserve

Let me encourage you to take advantage of some of the
reading materials we have available on the FLA website. Did
you miss previous issues of the Florida Lupine Newsletter?
You can find issues from as far back as 1999 that are accessible
to read any time you desire.
On the left margin of the website, follow the link to
Wolfdog & Wolfdog- Related Websites. There is a wealth of
resource material there to read! Themes are discussed, such as
containment, socialization, health & diet, and legislative alerts.
You’ll even find links to wolf parks and a listing of other
websites with helpful information. Also, there’s a list of wolf
& wolfdog books that are helpful for wolfdog owners and the
Florida Lupine Association receives a small commission on
every book sold through the website. Take a look at the great
titles available to you.
Check out the Publications tile as well. When you click it,
it will take you to a list of helpful articles that will explain
wolfdog phenotyping , genetics and behavior, as well as many
other topics
There is a great abundance of educational material to help
make us all better wolfdog owners, breeders, and rescuers.
Enjoy!

Ceremony for Luke
By Kastle Brill
when Luke was to die
so far below us on the map
but together in summer
awakened by her call
saying it was today
telling me when
everyone walked and fed
the time coming soon.
I played "Halleluiah" twice
danced with the dogs
under a white sunless sky
a few poplars yellow in an
induced chemical fall
played the old tape of Luke and Boka
made for the Indiana wolves
while we three
two dogs and me
howled at the northern lake
with the brothers
Lukas
crying from the past.
quiet again
"Halleluiah" and then
"Dance Me to the End of Love"
Copyright ©2006, Kastle Brill

October 27th, 28th & 29th
This Howl-O-Ween fundraiser is being held to raise
much needed funds to complete the new habitat area. We
urgently need to complete the educational building and build
a restroom/bathhouse. Seacrest Wolf Preserve also needs to
add the second wing of the new habitat area for the 6 wolves
being held in temporary pens. We invite the public to come
experience this exciting event & see the wolves up close &
personal while having lots of fun. Camping and RV hookups
are available.
Admission: $5 per vehicle. Activities include:
Activity table for the kids
Wolf Encounters $15 per adult/$8 per child
Pictures with our wolf ambassadors
Dog-O-Ween Costume Contest *All pets must have current vaccinations & MUST be on a leash or contained at all
times.
Pony and Hat Rides
Native American storytelling & flute playing.
Seacrest Wolf Preserve is in Washington County, Fl. If
you have any questions, please e-mail:
seacrestwolfpack@yahoo.com

Pet Friendly Shelters in Florida
There is a website which provides all kinds of useful information about pet safety during disasters. Among other issues,
the site lists county-by-county pet friendly shelters, However, there is also a warning that the site should be checked
regularly because available shelter listings can be changed or
updated. Bookmark the site for yourself or your friends in
the event a pet friendly shelter becomes necessary:
http://www.floridapets.net/petfriendlyshelters.html

Guessing Game Answers:
A. Reported to be 98%
B. Reported to be Davidson/Bear Country Mal F1 upper mid
C. Reported to be Low content husky mix
D. Reported to be 98%
E. Reported to be a dog misidentified as a wolfdog
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(Continued from page 1)

he learned quickly — he stopped
running in front of me. Then it rained
for several days, so our interactions
were limited, but I did begin to pay
attention to what I’ll call "tongue
behaviour." It seemed to me that I
remembered that when Jamin was
uptight his tongue would be straight
out in front of his muzzle. Now I
noticed that his tongue was "lounging
around"on the side of his mouth, and I
took this as a sign he was more
relaxed.
During the next week, I began to

reevaluate my own behaviour
regarding Jamin. I felt I knew some
things about behaviour — human and
canine — but it was becoming clear
that I needed to learn more (as if
anyone can ever learn enough). Jamin
didn’t seem to like vocal
communication exchanges; he seemed
to prefer my looking at him rather than
my talking to him. No matter what
tone I used, he got skittish. However, I
was having more success feeding him.
Granted, he wasn’t eating out of my
hand, but he was eating the food I
tossed his way — unless I said his
name. Moreover, he was beginning to
yawn around me, a sign, I thought,
that he was slowly becoming more
relaxed.
By early July, I decided to try
luring him into the house, using a treat
he loves the smell of — pig liver. I
put his treats in the doorway for him to
come and get at his own pace. And he
isn’t running from the sound of my
voice anymore — a major victory!
Yet, I still have not been able to
achieve actual body contact with
Jamin. Yes, his ears remained up when
I was in close proximity, but his eyes
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dilated and he shivered. I realized that a lot
of his hesitancy is more than likely due to
both his age and his reaction to me. I
understood that I am not great with my own
body language and voice, but I was trying
to improve — not so easy when I’m trying
to pay attention to so much at the same
time.
But by that weekend, a busy one for me
personally, he did look in the open door,
and although he still ran off when I called
his name, I did seem to at least have his
attention. I also began to incorporate some
voice recognition strategies I’d gotten from
a friend. More important, however, was that
he was lifting his tail more often rather than
tucking it between his legs. I was beginning
to enjoy my sense of "practicing patience"
with Jamin — of course, I didn’t yet know
just how much practicing I would be in for.
By the end of the month, I realized that
for the past eight weeks I have done nothing
more than move around the enclosure and
watch Jamin. (And I am sure has did the
same with me.) I enjoy observing behaviour
so much that I wasn’t too concerned about
not being able to touch Jamin. But the time
had come for Jon and me to accomplish one
goal — get a collar on Jamin.
We encouraged Jamin to enter the
house, knowing he would run into his
favorite spot — the laundry room. His eyes
were not dilating as before, and his body

was a bit tense, but not unduly so. Jon
gently placed a blanket over his head
— no reaction. I put my hand on his
head and muzzle, and we put the collar
on, talking softly and normally the
whole time, letting him know what
was going. After the collar was one,
we removed the blanket, and I
squatted down and rubbed his muzzle
and ears.
From prior experience, I knew
that if I got on top of the washer Jamin
would move out of the laundry, so up I
went, and out he went, collar, lead,
and all. Way back I had heard that a
good technique was to put a lead on a
puppy and let it drag it around (so long
as there was no chance of it getting
caught on something).
I had the feeling that Jamin liked
Jon more than he liked me (sign!). He
still wouldn’t come to me, but I was
teaching him "down." If he was sitting
when I approached him, I moved his
feet little by little till he is in the down
position, the whole time saying
"down." He would let me touch his
feet, toes, back, tail, belly, but he will
not “belly up” for me. I was hoping,
that, by now, we could start walking
soon. I wasn’t using food motivation
during this time; I was concentrating
on helping build his confidence with

I’m doing all the work. Jon gets all the affection :-(
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vocal encouragement.
B y A u g u s t, a f r i en d s a i d
emphatically, “Learn when enough is
enough." I realized I had forgotten one
of the reason I like these types of dogs
is because of their aloofness. I thought
that, in my desire to have close contact
with Jamin, I might have been seeking
contact more often than was necessary.
I remembered that Jamin is aloof —
something I had forgotten in my quest
to socialize.
As our interactions were beginning
to go more smoothly, during the middle
of the month, my sons and I took Jamin
out to a local campground where we
met up with Jon. Jamin, fortunately,
loves to ride in the truck, but he also

Jamin’s first camping trip
likes to BOLT so we kept him crated
for most of this trip. He also didn’t
respond to recalls, but I figured that as
long as he was around us, crated or not,
he was learning and we were making
headway.
And now in September, Jamin is so
much fun. We introduced him to about
10 people in all Sunday night. He did
very well. He is walking on lead now
with no problem. Even I can walk him
on lead. I would bet just about anyone
could as long as they took their time. I
found out my approach to Jamin was all
wrong. Since I “mastered” that, he is
easy for me to approach at the
campgrounds. At home he is still the
aloof dog who runs from me, and I have
to strongly encourage him to go into the
house in order to handle him. At the
campground, he is always on a tie off or
lead, so he is more approachable.
Most of the time I try to get Jamin
to go to a down if someone is coming
up to meet him or, if possible, Jon and I
ask the people to sit and we do a walk

Socializing Jamin
by. Jon is teaching him to shake and
Jamin just about has it. Since he is
walking on lead now, it will be easier to
start some basic commands to help Jamin
to be more acceptable to society.
He howled Saturday night. To the
best of my knowledge, the only campers
that heard him were the ones across from
us. But rather than being scared, they
enjoyed a brief "call of the wild.".
Over all, Jamin is progressing very
nicely. A friend told me things would go
faster after we started getting him out in
the public, and she was right. I just hope
we don’t hit a wall and, if we do, we will
be able to overcome it.
Jamin even walked with Dalton and
Jon Paul which was nice to see. For now
Jamin walks great on lead. He trails
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behind everyone and I think if he walks
beside anyone it would be Jon. Jon
broke his ankle and rolled his truck in a
two-week time period, so, obviously, he
wasn’t into walking much at all this
weekend. (The truck will probably be
repaired sooner than the ankle heals :-)
These journal excerpts are only a
condensed record of Jamin’s progress
and of my interests and training issues.
The journal itself reflects the twists and
turns, starts and false starts, my
frustrations and cheers when things
went well. I have found that keeping a
journal or records of a foster’s or
adopted dog’s progress has helped me
by giving me something to refer back to
when I can’t remember exactly what
was happening at a particular time.
In the case of a foster, I would
hope such a journal would help direct
the new owners along the obedience
path.
I mentioned to Jon that FLA has
an annual rendezvous in the spring, and
it would be nice to take Jamin down
there to show him off. We’ll see. It
never hurts to dream.
I want to thank a lot of people who helped me
over the past few months, offering sound advice
and suggestions: Jill, Pam, Kelli, Z, Kim, Jerry,
Phil, Judy, and Sue, to mention just a few.
Copyright © 2006, Heidi Green
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About Training Canines: Part I
By Phil Watson

You as a trainer:
Just before we start talking about the dog, let’s talk about you
for a moment.
To train a dog you have to be patient and ready to repeat
things dozens or even hundreds of times over a period of days,
weeks or months. Dog training is mostly about repetition. You
have to be prepared to practise for at least twenty minutes per day
and preferably half an hour. You can very often practise much of
what you will be working on whilst you are out with your dog
rather than add it on as extra time in the form of staged sessions at
home. This is good for time-saving and good for your relationship
with your dog. Just remember; patience, repetition. and consistency
are the mantra of dog trainers

Dog training is all about patience, repetition and
being consistent:
One of the biggest problems that dog trainers have is getting
dog owners to think themselves into the role of trainer. As a
trainer, you have to be your dog’s best playmate; you have to be
responsive, quick-moving, co-ordinated and focussed upon the
dog’s every move in the same way that any dog would be whilst
playing with another. Remember that slow, tired and "economical"
movements will not engage a dog’s interest — you will just look
like a boring person doing boring things. Some of the moves that
you will want your dog to learn start out with the dog performing
mere fleeting, momentary actions that you have to reward your dog
for producing immediately; if you don‘t concentrate, focus and
respond quickly then you will keep missing the opportunities that
the dog is offering you to build and establish the behaviours you
want.

Be enthusiastic, quick, bright and interesting to
your dog:
Don’t be economical with your own movements; Be
extravagant; be demonstrative; you have to be prepared to get
down on your knees, lie down, roll over or bend yourself in
unusual directions to work on some moves; For others, you will
have to make slam changes of pace, sudden stops and changes of
direction. You will often have to make encouraging noises —
clucking, hissing, chirping, snapping your fingers, etc.
Trainers often see people trying to get their dog to do some
new move or other, just standing there like a statue, repeating some
command word with their hand held out in some awkward fixed
position or wobbling uncertainly. The dog stares at them, wriggles
a bit, looks away, sniffs the floor — game over; the dog’s attention
is history!
You have to get "in there" with the dog and focus on it and
react to its movement, prompt and lead it with your hands and body
posture, lure it and experiment with the position of your hand / arm
/ body and the speed of your movement. Don’t just stand there as
though you are pressing buttons at the cash-point machine.
If you can’t bring yourself to get into the right physical
position and make the right moves then you will not succeed in
training your dog. If a move that you are training requires you to
move one of your hands half a metre behind you then six inches

won’t do. If you have to get a toy or treat into a dog’s
mouth instantly before it breaks position then five seconds
won’t do. Immediate means immediate!
A good example of where slow responses and lack of
attention causes problems is in stopping a dog pulling on
leash and training a young dog to walk at heel. I won’t go
into the exact techniques involved here but the important
thing is that for many people, the whole process involves a
total change in perception. If you tend to regard the mental
effort of training a dog to walk to heel as roughly similar
to watching a film or going for a relaxing walk on your
own then you are in for a shock. It is more similar to
playing a musical instrument or a fast game of tennis or
squash. You have to focus on your dog and react to what it
is doing on a timescale of split seconds for every second
you are with it in order to make the behaviour changes
you want.
(If you have a reliable old dog that’s well into the onleash habits and behaviours you spent the first two years
training, then you have bought yourself the right to relax
and wool-gather a bit while you are out with it, but up
until that point, I’m afraid it’s thinking caps on and brain
in gear.)

Some dogs do and some dogs don’t:
Not all dogs can be trained easily to do the same
kinds of things (although virtually all dogs will do simple
scent work reliably). Some breeds have been specially
selected by breeders for decades or centuries to perform
certain tasks and these dogs will usually be easy to train
for those tasks. If you try training them to do something
entirely different then they may be not only bad at it and
slow-learning but actually give all the physical signs of
being bored stiff while you try to train them. Competition
obedience is a good example. There are dogs which love
the precision of tight heelwork and others which just can’t
see the point of it.
If you have a specific task in mind — such as agility
or competition heelwork — and your dog just isn’t
interested in it then there will be a limit to just how much
you can achieve no matter how hard you work. You may
have to modify your expectations and change your goals
depending upon what your dog is inclined to do best.

More than one dog:
If you are trying to train more than one dog or puppy
then you will need to work with them separately. In each
session, put the one you are not working with somewhere
where the one you are working with can‘t see or hear it. It
is always more difficult to train a dog when it has a canine
companion in the house because dogs tend to focus upon
each other and fulfill each others play requirements much
better than we can. This results in a drop in the amount of
attention that they are willing to give us when we try to
train them. You should routinely try to keep the dogs apart
for a certain amount of time every day and there are
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several advantages in this: they will be less over-dependent
upon each other (less screeching and protest when one has to
stay somewhere without the other) and you will get a bit more
of their attention when you need it. Before a training session, try
to keep the dogs apart for at least half an hour or preferably a
couple of hours.

More than one trainer:
If several people in your family want to get involved in
training the dog(s), that’s fine but here are the rules:
• Everyone involved must use the same methods and same
words.
• Only ONE person should actually do the training in each
session, others may watch but may not join in or start disputes.
This will totally confuse and de-motivate the dog.
• Anyone else present when someone is training the dog
must sit still and be quiet and totally ignore the dog. If the dog
keeps focussing too much on them or going to them, then they
must leave the room.

Learning dips and phases:
Dogs don’t learn at the same speed all the way through
their lives. The fastest learning phase is from about six to ten
weeks. Puppies at this sort of age learn new physical moves
very, very quickly. Typically, they will learn a lured movement
in perhaps twenty or so repeats where, say, a six month old dog
may need scores of repeats over several days.
During the first six months or so, young dogs’ minds
continually veer between extremes of highly trainable and
completely un-trainable. One day, your dog will lap up new
moves and commands and the next, its mind has apparently
packed up and gone on holiday. There are all kinds of reasons
for these changes but between about four and six months,
teething is a common one; some dogs can experience a lot of
discomfort as their milk teeth are pushed aside by their adult
teeth. Bouts of puppy diarrhoea are also another common cause
but usually seem to fade out by around six months.
Puppies learn fastest. Don’t waste your puppy’s golden
age of learning by being "too busy to practise this week..".
MAKE time to practise with it.
Between about four and ten months, dogs undergo massive
hormonal changes which lead to all kinds of interesting and
frustrating "phases". For male dogs, the effects are noticeable at
about six months and peak at around ten months. During this
time, they become easily distracted and more difficult to recall;
ground-sniffing and scent marking become frequent and their
attention can be hard to get at all. You have to persevere with
your training during this period and be patient. Sometimes, you
may need the advice of a trainer to get the dog back to doing
something that you thought was reliably trained months ago.
For both males and females, the whole hormonal thing
usually starts to level out by about 18 months. If your dog is
less then about 18 months old then don’t be surprised if it
periodically appears to have forgotten something you trained
reliably not long ago. You simply need to jog the dog’s memory
by re-training whatever it was from scratch again — the retraining will go much faster than the first time you did it.
The old adage "you can’t teach an old dog new tricks" is
absolutely false. Clicker training, for example works equally
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well with dogs of pretty well any age between about six
weeks and pre-senility. It is true that older dogs tend to learn
slower than young ones but that old adage was dreamt up
back in the days before animal psychology and learning were
understood at all. Modern training methods make almost any
dog trainable to a greater or lesser extent.

Some things you need to know about
training dogs:
For dogs, all learning is place-dependent. If, say, you
teach a dog to do something in your front room and it seems
to have learned it, there is no guarantee that it will also do it
in the back room or the garden etc. You have to re-teach
anything you want your dog to learn in many different places
before the learning becomes what is called generalised —
reliable in all places.
For dogs, all learning needs to be "distraction-proofed".
Just working on whilst surrounded by the distraction because
your dog will do a decent “down” in the front room with no
distractions around, that does not mean that it will do it in
front of other dogs. You have to practise getting your dog to
do its new trick in the face of gradually increasing
distractions before the learning becomes what is called
"proofed." This is one of the advantages of going to a
training class even if you are capable of training your dog
without help – your dog gets to practise what you are on of a
lot of other dogs.
The order in which you train should be this:
Stage 1: TRAIN
Start training a new move in peace and quiet — usually the
front room after the children have gone to bed; TV off; other
dogs out of the room; no distractions. Work in this
environment for however many days it takes until the dog is
reliably doing what you want it to on command.
Stage 2: GENERALISE
• Next, re-train the whole thing in the back room; again,
no distractions. You will find that the dog re-learns the new
move very quickly – it won’t take as long as getting it going
in the first place did.
• Next, re-train the whole thing in the back garden, again,
no distraction. Again, the dog will re-learn even faster.
• Next, re-train the whole thing in the front garden.
Again, no distractions. Again the dog will re-learn even
faster.
Next, re-train in the street and then in the fields but still
without distractions around. Can you see the pattern here ? —
we are gradually moving the re-training into more and more
away-from-home environments but still without distraction.
Obviously, you don’t actually have to re-train in every
possible place; the dog will eventually just generalise for
itself to cover (most of) any further possible places that it
might be asked to do the trick in.
Stage 3: PROOF
Gradually start getting the dog to do the new trick in the
face of gently increasing distraction. Exactly where you do
this is not so important — you have already generalised the
trick so it should be capable of doing it just about anywhere.
What we need to do now is to get it to do it when it would
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rather be doing something else — like staring at a jogger or
watching a lorry go past or eying up a cat on the other side of
the road etc. If your dog fails to respond to the new command
or whatever you are training it to do because of distraction,
then either try and lessen the distraction (perhaps by moving
further away) or do more to get the dog’s attention and try
again. The more times you keep trying and succeed in getting
the dog to concentrate on you and do the trick in the face of
distraction the easier it will all get.
You should always train your dog before giving it a meal,
not after. Remember that large quantities of treats can interfere
with the dog’s food intake, and with some types of dog food,
you can actually use part of its meal as training treats.
Gadgets:
Human beings are lazy creatures. We dislike learning and
practising things and we much prefer magic bullets, pushbuttons, pills and one-shot cures but the truth is that.
Gadgets are mostly used to remind the dog to do something
else (which you have already started training it to do) instead of
the behaviour you are trying to stop. This means that you have
to actively train the dog to do that something that you would
rather it does. If you don’t do so but rely instead upon the
gadget stopping it for you then you will be disappointed;
Gadgets used without training have a habit of simply wearing
off after a few days and the dog will keep right on doing what
it always did.
There is one training aid which no respectable trainer will
use at all in normal training and that is the electric shock collar.
Ignore any stories you may have heard about success with
these gadgets, They irreversibly damage more dogs than they
ever train and the people who use them either don’t notice or
couldn’t care less.

Getting the dog to choose:
All training consists of getting a dog into a habit by
ignoring or punishing unwanted behaviour and encouraging
and rewarding the behaviour (habit) you want. Human beings
have a habit of not praising dogs for doing the right thing – just
yelling at them for doing the wrong thing. This does not help
the dog to make the right choices. You DO have to praise and
reward the dog for doing the right thing every time until it is
fully into the habit of doing the right thing.

dog to stop whatever it’s doing when it hears "No."
Always follow "No" with the command to do what you
want it to do instead. Praise the dog for starting to do what
you have asked it to do.
• Remember "No" on its own doesn’t achieve much in
most cases. Again, always follow up with another command,
e.g., "No; Go to bed" "No; Off" "No; Come" "No; Sit; Stay"

•

An important principle:
Although the main intent of any dog training course is to
get you to control your dog, you can, strange as it sounds,
teach the dog an awful lot of useful things by temporarily
letting the dog control you in a certain way.
Once a dog understands that as soon as it produces a
certain action or behaviour, the thing it wants stops / closes /
goes away / disappears etc. AT THE SAME INSTANT then
most dogs will quickly stop doing whatever it is. Detailed
examples are outside the scope of this document and are
among the things you will learn during a training course but
this technique can be used for things like getting the dog to
sit/stay while you put the food bowl down.
This is the way a wild dog or wolf learns to keep still
when it stalks a prey animal — one false move and lunch
departs at speed.
The difficulty many people have with using this principle
is that dogs are persistent. It may take many repetitions for a
particular dog to finally learn that it won’t get xyz until it
stops doing abc but when applied correctly, this principle is
what drives quite a lot of the training process.
(Copyright © 2006, Phil Watson)

About Phil Watson
Phil Watson is a professional trainer and the
founder of the Anglian Wolf Society, a wolf
sanctuary located in New Bedfordshire, England.
A all-volunteer, not-for-profit group, the AWS is a
applied canine behaviour and wolf conservation
study group. For more information about AWS, see
http://www.anglianwolf.com

Stopping nuisance behaviour:
It is no good just yelling "No" at a dog to stop it doing
something. Interrupt it and tell it what you want it to do
instead. Think of this typical scenario: You are standing in the
kitchen, out of the window you see your dog digging up the
flower bed; you open the window and yell "NO"; the dog stops
and looks round; you assume that you’ve stopped it and close
the window. The dog then thinks "what on earth was that
about!" — and resumes digging.
These are the steps in getting a dog to stop doing things:
• Make sure that the dog already understands the command
that tells it what you want it to do instead (e.g., "Go to bed").
Train the new command if necessary first.
• Teach the dog what “No” means by either always yelling it
loudly enough to interrupt it or by throwing a rattle can (empty
coke can with some stones in it and sellotape over the hole) or
the Mikki keys near the dog as you say "No". This teaches the

Sefka and female pup (born April 22, 2006 at AWS)
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The Guessing Game
Try to guess the mix and/or content of these canines
Answers on page 4

A

B
C

D

E
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A Perspective on Fostering
By Judy Ebbinghaus
Years ago a few locals started a
humane group. One of the 1st things
we did/still do is keep a list of approved
fosterers and their specific requirements,
starting with, of course, what they could
foster: dog, cat, dog or cat, or a boa constrictor.
I'm well aware time is often an issue; people want the dog gone the day
before yesterday. I also understand it's
going to be hard to have a one-size fits
all contract with so diverse a bunch as
w/wds (and their people!). Hence, flexibility will be needed in the details of
individual contracts. Following is a try at
a general list of what I think a fosterer
should do/need/expect.
1) I'd like to be home checked before I'm even listed to foster a dog.
2) I’d also want to be able to call
the rescuer or rescue org. if need be.
3) I also like the rescuer/org. keep
in touch with me. I'm very willing the
foster dog be checked, provided I have
advance notice, that is, I don't appreciate
someone banging on the door while I'm
scrubbing floors. If the foster has been
neglected, it'll show whether or not I've
been phoned a few days earlier.
4) For my part, I'd better have a
good idea of what w/wd would fit my
circumstances before I even offer to foster. For example, I don't have the facilities for a HI/pure. Nor could I take an
unspayed adult female. Since she wouldn't be HI, I'd have no idea when she may
go into heat. I can't risk the extra attention a dog of her size and appearance
would draw around here if I suddenly
had a stream of male dogs gathering at
my place!
This I strongly believe will make it
easier for a much stressed dog, and dates
back to my early days with our local
group. I adopted a former stray Samoyed, who was being fostered at an area
boarding kennel whose owner donated
his facilities. Val, the Sammie, needed to
be spayed, and soon, and I didn't want to
start out as a 'baddie' who first thing put
her through yet more trauma. Friends
brought her in for the spay, and afterwards I brought her home to all the good
stuff. I think it'd be even harder for a

w/wd to adjust if s/he is taken by the
fosterer from a decent home into the
unknown. Let someone else do that part.
Same for the adopter, if the dog has become comfortable in foster.
5) Time limits for fostering. I know
how hard it can be to find a good home
for parakeets, let alone large dogs of any
kind, and specifically large w/wds. If the
dog is doing well here, I, personally,
would set no time limit. I don't like dogs
being moved from one temporary home
to another and then another. Nor do I
have the temperament to have an animal
put down if a permanent home couldn't
be found within, say, 2 months. Heck, I
wouldn't offer to foster if I didn't have
long-term room for another dog.
6) Since about the last thing a
frightened dog needs is a trip to the vet
as soon as he gets to the foster home, I
want her/him UTD on shots and, in my
case, heartworm neg. I'm not able to
manage heartworm treatment from my
place.
7) However, I’d take care of food
and routine med care, including heartworm preventative, unless a serious pre
existing problem surfaces. If so, the decision about what to do will be made by,
me, as the fosterer, and the rescuer/org.
8) Ideally, transport (and altering
fees if needed) should be paid by the one
giving up the dog, but we all know how
that goes. Obviously it's different if the
dog's a shelter pull; but in my case, I'm
picking up the tab for food and care. I
simply can't afford to do that for transport as well. That's why, using myself as
an example, I'm trying to give general
ideas for what I feel should be included
in a fosterer's contract. Details how to
carry them out will have to be settled by
those involved!
9) Naturally, I want all records
available about the dog, including a temperament evaluation, though I think that
may be tricky. It easily can be skewed by
the surroundings for the dog, like the
stress of a shelter; or unknown to the
evaluator, the dog may have had bad
experiences with bald headed men with
glasses or women wearing plaid slacks,
and by chance the tester is somehow

reminds the dog of such experiences.
Also, if the dog is an owner turn in, I
doubt all the trouble he's had with the
dog will be told.
Emphatically, I don't expect anyone
to go out and buy one of those plastic
fake arms that seem to be becoming
standard in shelter behavior tests. Nor
would I put much faith in an 'expert' who
depends on these, though I agree they
can show a dog is protective about food.
So can a wooden stick picked up in the
parking lot. I'm only half joking when
mentioning this. The arms' cost, whatever it is, IMO, could better be used for
food or meds. I wonder if these
"behavior experts" truly believe the dog
accepts these things as real human flesh.
I sure don't.
10) I'm big on training, socializing,
and enrichment, and certainly would
start or continue with a foster. While I
don't feel all dogs crave human attention, manners do make them more adoptable. The flip side is a deep rapport may
develop between the fosterer and dog.
However, I'm not one who feels w/wds
can't form new attachments; after all it
happens often among free living wolves.
11) Of course, potential adopters are
welcome to visit. Advance notice,
please! If I happen to find an adopter I
consider appropriate, I'd refer that party
to the rescuer/org; I don't consider it
within my rights to release the canine
without their approval.
12) I do feel I should have first
rights to adopt an animal I am fostering.
13) Also I'd have rights of refusal if
I think the match a bad one for that particular dog PROVIDED I would continue to foster. I cannot expect the rescue/org. to find another foster because of
my disapproval of a person sent by them
to me. Yet because I will have gotten to
understand the dog quite well, I DO expect my opinion/advice to be taken, especially when I'm continuing to care for
the dog. In a way, it's come around to
where it started, as I've already been prechecked — and hopefully rechecked —
as able to give the dog a good home.
With thanks to: Heidi, Pam, Sue,
Kelli, Kim, Jerry, Phil, and FGF.
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Heartworm Stats in Dogs in 2004
Alabama 14,892
Alaska 8
Arizona 462
Arkansas 7,286
California 4,596
Colorado 638
Connecticut 702
Delaware 408
DC 75

Florida 32,128
Georgia 17,508
Hawaii 584
Idaho 6
Illinois 5,724
Indiana 7,346
Iowa 1,766
Kansas 2,811
Kentucky 3,442
Louisiana 16,830
Maine 227
Maryland 1,596
Massachusetts 1,807
Michigan 5,209
Minnesota 2,472
Mississippi 11,752
Missouri 7,175
Montana 37

Nebraska 1,016
Nevada 43
New Hampshire 235
New Jersey 822
New Mexico 476
New York 2,519
North Carolina 17,511
North Dakota 31
Ohio 4,994
Oklahoma 2,830
Oregon 561
Pennsylvania 1,122
Rhode Island 681
South Carolina 11,518
South Dakota 93
Tennessee 11,149
Texas 42,003
Utah 172
Vermont 74
Virginia 4,344
Washington 59
West Virginia 427
Wisconsin 1,420
Wyoming 13
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The High Cost of Treating Canine Heartworm
“With proper pre-treatment evaluation, the use of newer and safer
drugs, diligent control of pain and attentive nursing care, we can make
heartworm treatment safer and a lot less miserable for our patients than in
the past. Unfortunately, this also makes treatment a bit more expensive. The
total cost for routine heartworm treatment, including the pretreatment
workup and post treatment follow up, is usually around $500 for a medium
sized dog (23 - 44 lbs.) or $600 for a large dog (67-88 lbs.). (Jun '04)”
For more information: http://placervillevet.com/canine%20heartworm.htm

Signs and Symptoms of Canine Heartworm
Dogs with heartworm infections may show decreased appetite, loss of
weight, and listlessness. Often, the first sign of the disease is a cough. Animals with heartworm disease will start to show lack of endurance during
exercise. Some will accumulate fluid in their abdomen (ascites) that makes
them look pot-bellied. In rare situations in which animals have many adult
worms, the animals may die of sudden heart failure.
Antigen testing is performed to identify dogs infected with D. immitis.
Because blood tests are not always accurate, we need to interpret test results
in relation to the history and the symptoms the animal is showing. Radiographs (x-rays) are often taken to look for typical changes in the
heart and lungs caused by D. immitis, and determine the severity of the
infection. Changes include enlargement of the pulmonary artery and the
right ventricle. Certain types of cells (eosinophils) may increase in the
blood or secretions from the lungs in heartworm infections. These additional findings can all help support the diagnosis.
Copyright © 2006, Dr. Foster & Smith and reprinted with permission.

Heartworm Prevention Products Comparison Chart [for Dogs]
Product

Maximum Age
Weight

Dose Given

Active Ingredient

Additional
Ingredients

Also Effective
Against

Heartgard for Dogs

6 weeks

Monthly, Oral

Ivermectin

None

N/A

Heartgard Plus
for Dogs

6 weeks

Monthly, Oral

Ivermectin

Pyrantel parmoate Roundworms and
hookworms

Tri-Heart Plus
for Dogs

6 weeks

Monthly, oral

Ivermectin

Pyrantel parmoate Roundworms and
hookworms

Interceptor for Dogs 4 weeks & 2 lbs.

Monthly, oral

Milbemycin oxime

None

Roundworms,
whipworms, and
some hookworms

Sentinel for Dogs

Monthly, oral

Milbemycin oxime

Lufenuron

Roundworms,
whipworms, some
hookworms, and
flea eggs

Monthly, oral

Selamectin

None

Fleas, flea eggs, ear
mites, sarcoptes
mange, one type of
hookworm, and one
type of roundworm

4 weeks & 2 lbs.

Revolution for Dogs 6 weeks

Copyright © 2006, Dr. Foster & Smith and reprinted with permission www.drsfostersmith.com
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New Book By Nicole Wilde: Help for Your Fearful Dog
Announcement by Kim Miles
There is another book out by
Nicole Wilde. For those who don't
know who Nicole is...she is author of
two other books that address wolfddog
topics: Living with Wolfdogs: An
Everyday Guide to a Lifetime
Companionship and Wolfdogs A— Z:
Behaviors, Training, and More. I
highly recommend her books both for
the newbie wd owner and for the
advanced wd owner! Her website is
located at www.phantompub.com if
you want to check out more
information on this or any of her other
her other books.
Phantom Publishing is pleased to
announce a new book by Nicole Wilde:
Help for Your Fearful Dog. This is the
first comprehensive guide on the topic
of canine fear issues, an issue which is
all to common with wolves and
wolfdogs. The book is aimed at owners,
trainers, rescuers, and anyone who
works with fearful canines.

This 432-page softcover guide begins
by explaining the differences between
anxiety, fears and phobias. It goes on to
discuss the root causes of fear issues, how
dogs display fearful body language, and
how
human
body
language
affects dogs. The Firm Foundation
program, to be implemented at home,
includes information about nutrition,
exercise and mental stimulation, training,
and management. The Skills section
discusses four skills that are essential to
teach fearful dogs. The techniques of
desensitization and counter-conditioning,
and how to implement them in protocols,
are discussed in straightforward, simple
language.
Fifteen specific fears are discussed,
including fear of strangers, other dogs,
sounds (including thunderstorms),
veterinary visits, grooming, riding in the
car, and being left alone. The
Complementary Therapies section
discusses ten therapies, remedies and
products that can be helpful as adjuncts to
behavior modification, including

Touch, the Calming Cap, DAP, body
wraps, and pharmacological
intervention.. As with all of Nicole’s
books, the information is presented in a
conversational, often humorous style.
Included are many photographs and
illustrations, making the information
accessible, and the protocols and
techniques easy to follow and
implement
Paul Owens, author of The Dog
Whisperer: A Compassionate, NonViolent Approach to Training, calls
Help for Your Fearful Dog, "Easy to
follow, often humorous, and incredibly
helpful! A must-read for any owner or
trainer of fearful dogs."
To view the Table of Contents or
read an excerpt, please visit the web
site www.phantompub.com
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