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Something happened recently to a friend of
mine that has prompted me to write this letter
in the hopes that it will help even one person
who is considering becoming a breeder and/or
‘collecting’ just one more wolfdog.
My friend has been forced into an untenable position; he must choose between his wife
and family or his wolfdogs. My heart goes out
to him, his wife, his children and his animals,
for there will be no winners in this situation.
Maybe these ramblings might help those who
are new to the wolfdog world and/or those who
are just beginning to get the notion that they
would like to breed or own several animals.
It's no picnic folks! Owning wolves and
wolfdogs is a full-time job. It is expensive in
both money and time. They can consume you.
If you have a spouse or significant other in your
life—or ever plan to—they must be as committed to the animals as you are. It really isn't
enough that they ‘understand’ your devotion
and commitment to them. Rather, it’s that they
need to feel committed, too—at least to some
extent because there will be times when the
animals will have to come first.
The house payment may be due but what if
one of the animals is sick and needs emergency
medical care? The house payment will have to
wait.
The kids may need new school clothes but
what if you are out of the high priced feed that
all wolves and most wolfdogs require? Then
the animals will get their feed and the kids will
have to make do with hand-me-downs or only a
couple of new outfits. Or let’s say it's Christmas, but new fencing has to be purchased because you have two higher content intact females who are coming into their first season
and one of them is going to kill the other if you
don't separate them. Where does your Christmas money go?
Let’s move on to breeding season in
wolves and upper content wolfdogs—a time
that can stress any sane person. You are in constant fear that one of your more seasonally aggressive animals may tear out of his or her pen

and try to kill another animal. It is a constant
commotion with your females wanting to fence
fight and some of your males becoming overly
possessive of their mates. The list goes on and
on.
If you are interested in breeding, I am assuming that you have done your pre-sales and
have properly screened homes and qualified
buyers for those expected pups long before
you allowed the breeding to take place. If not,
I surely hope you separated ‘Rover and Lady’
and never allowed them to breed.
After breeding season, there is a lull for
about six weeks. Then you have to start preparations for the new arrivals. If you don't already have birthing areas set up, that has to be
done. More money and hard work!!!
When you separate the dams from the
sires there will be constant crying. Not only
will you be contending with the worry about
one getting out to find his/her mate, but you
now have the added concern of your neighbors
getting tired of the noise.
Then comes puppy season. Joy, joy! “Oh
SH--!!! Kismet had seven puppies and I only
have four qualified buyers! Now what?”
You get on the phone and call everybody
you know. You talk to other breeders and explain your predicament and beg them to send
you any buyers they don't have pups for (and
pray they will).
If your puppies are wolves or high content
wolfdogs, chances are you will have to pull
them from their mothers and bottle feed them.
Now don't get me wrong. I loved my pups and
I have missed not having them, but by the end
of puppy season, this was one tired and
stressed out old lady.
When the pups are about 10 days old,
sleep becomes something someone else gets,
not you. While everyone else is sleeping, you
are up feeding every two to four hours. All
seven of the pups are screaming at once.
“Damn, have I already fed this one. Or was it
that one?”
(Continued on page 5)
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To Barbara Speer-Skeoch for accepting the position of
Secretary of FLA and for all of her hard work in
preparation of the upcoming FLA Rendezvous 2002.
To the many people who have contributed items for the
FLA Auction. There are some beautiful items for auction!
To those individuals who have volunteered their time and
services in helping out with the Rendezvous.
To Thom Whaley for his help in creating the FLA T-shirts
that will be for sale at the Rendezvous.
To Mike Downs for his work on the FLA Calendar, which
will be available for sale at the Rendezvous.
To Lupine Legacy, Inc., a wolfdog organization out of
Texas, for their assistance and collaboration on the
Wolfdog Seal Page—an effort to bring responsible wolfdog
organizations together in one online location. (For more
details on the Wolfdog Seal Page, see “From the ‘Virtual’
Desk of the Webmaster.”)

FLA Rendezvous 2002
We are still seeking volunteers to bring food for Friday and/
or Saturday. Please help by bringing something.
Contact Barbara, FLA Secretary, at 352-840-9957
or at info@floridalupine.org, if you are able to bring
something so that items aren’t duplicated.

All original art, photos, drawings, articles and other material
within this Newsletter are Copyright© and are the property of
FLA, Inc., except where otherwise indicated and credited.

ADVERTISEMENT INFORMATION
Pricing Information:
1/8 Page: $5.00
1/2 Page: $20.00

1/4 Page: $10.00
Full Page: $50.00

*Photos: $5.00 Processing Fee for each photo
No Breeder Advertisements Allowed;
Kennel Names & Kennels May be Advertised
(All submissions will become property of Florida Lupine unless accompanied by a SASE)

Barbara Speer-Skeoch, Secretary
Jody Haynes, Webmaster
Kim Miles, Editor

Deadlines for Submission:
Spring NL: March 15
Summer NL: June 15

Fall NL: Sept. 15
Winter NL: Dec. 15
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From the Desk of the Secretary

From the Desk of the President

By Barbara Speer-Skeoch

By Al Mitchell

I am the newly appointed secretary of the Florida
Lupine Association. The paperwork had gotten to the
point of being a bit overwhelming and additional help
was needed so that the directors could keep on doing
the great job that they do. I am the proud owner of six
wolfdogs, four of whom were rescues. I classify myself
as a wolfdog owner, but I am not sure who owns whom.
Rendezvous 2002 will be held April 26 – 28, 2002 at
the KOA campgrounds in Ocala. We have had a lot of
feedback about what to do at this year’s Rendezvous.
Many of you have called or e-mailed us about ideas for
this year’s Rendezvous; we have been able to add quite
a few of your suggestions and are still open for more.
We plan to start out the Rendezvous with a Weiner
Roast on Friday, April 26. This will be a great chance
to get to know each other better and to renew
friendships. While sitting around the campfire roasting
weiners and marshmallows, we will also host a “Woof
Tails” contest—a contest for the wildest, funniest,
oddest story about our wolfdogs. I’m sure that we all
have more than one story to tell, so we hope to have
many people participating. There will be a prize given
for the wildest, funniest tale.
Saturday, registration will begin promptly at 10:00
AM, followed by coffee and continental breakfast. We
will be starting on time, so please don’t be late. At
11:00 AM, we are going to hold our First Annual
Wolfdog Fun Show. Only those who have registered by
the time the show begins (and those who bring
wolfdogs, of course) can participate. There will be a lot
of fun categories and you may enter your wolfdog(s) in
as many classes as you wish. This is different from last
year’s judging; this year we will be judging the animals
in the ring, and ribbons will be handed out immediately. The animal who has the highest points—the
grand champion—will be awarded a trophy later in the
afternoon. So make sure that you and your wolfdog are
there at the start of the Fun Show. You won’t want to
miss it! There will be many more interesting things
happening on Saturday, so come early. We have
presentations and a raffle and an auction with a
number of really great things that have been donated.
The FLA Newsletter is starting a new column
focusing on our personal experiences with our animals
and we need your input to make it successful. We need
you to submit stories for publication to make the
column work. We all have memories of our animals’
antics that bring chuckles. Share them with FLA!
You can submit the stories to Kim Miles, FLA
Editor, at editor@floridalupine.org. In addition, if you
wish to remain nameless, you may request that your
name and/or the name of your wolfdog be withheld
from publication.

As we prepare for April’s Rendezvous 2002 in Ocala,
your Board of Directors is excited about the agenda and
the too-infrequent opportunity for FLA members to get
together for fun, sharing and learning. We are hoping
that as many people as possible will come Friday
evening and will stay through Sunday morning. Our
Friday campfire and "Woof Tails" story session gives us
an opportunity to tell stories about our furry friends.
After registration and a continental breakfast, we will
kick off Saturday morning with Fun Show. Both the
“Woof Tails” session and the Fun Show should be great
times for us to get to know the dogs and their owners.
We have a full afternoon on Saturday, including
presentations, a raffle, an auction and an election of a
board member—and finally the day will end with our
traditional dinner and bonfire. If any of you play the
guitar, bring it. We have had impromptu concerts before
with great success! And don't forget about breakfast and
the final picture taking on Sunday morning.
As discussed last year, an issue arose in Florida
regarding the arming of Animal Control (AC) Officers.
That authority was not added to the State Statute last
year. Several months ago, FLA learned that a local
jurisdiction was about to adopt an Ordinance to allow its
AC Officer to carry a firearm. This individual is
extremely well-qualified and performs his job well;
however, in our educational role, we advised the
municipality that this would violate State Law and
could subject the municipality and the officer to legal
action. To clarify the issue further, a letter was obtained
from the State Attorney General clearly expressing that
the arming of an AC Officer would indeed violate State
Statutes. The Ordinance was not adopted.
At the Federal level, the U.S. Congress has been
wrestling with a bill titled the Puppy Protection Act.
Many of the protections that this bill seeks are covered
by the Animal Welfare Act and is, therefore, redundant.
What is new, however, is that the proposed amendment
to the Farm Bill would give the Secretary of Agriculture
increased jurisdiction over non-commercial breeding.
More information and the status of the Bill is at the
AKC website www.akc.org.
Unfortunately, there is no news regarding the
rabies/wolfdog issue. Since the USDA reversal last year,
there has been no organized move to readdress the
vaccine. FLA members should discuss this with their
veterinarians, as any hope of revisiting this will need
the full support of the veterinary community. We need
to extend our educational efforts to win agreement by
these medical professionals that the vaccine should be
approved.
I look forward to seeing you all in Ocala April 26-28.
—AL Mitchell
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From the Desk of the Treasurer

From the “Virtual”
Desk of the Webmaster

By Mayo Wetterberg
I would like to focus on the
upcoming Rendezvous 2002. I hope
that many of you are planning on
coming this year. The Rendezvous is
our only real chance to meet and visit
with each other, except maybe a quick
phone call, an email, or participation on
the FLA email list.
For those of you coming Friday
night and staying the weekend, it is a
great time to meet and be with other
owners. To a lot of us it is a reunion
from previous years and catch-up time
on family events. To the new folks, it’s
a time to become a part of the FLA
family.
This year we have planned more
social time on Saturday so that the
daytrippers will have the same chance
to relax and meet other members and
their wolfdogs as those who plan to
stay the weekend. In addition to the
social time just being fun, the directors
learn a lot about what the members
want in an organization and, more
importantly, the directors get to meet
the individual members and vice versa.
We become more than just names on a
mailing list. It also allows us the
opportunity to swap stories and to share
some solutions to problems that might
arise in raising wolfdogs.
We are still moving toward having
a second, less formal Rendezvous
during the year, but as yet have not

been able to orchestrate it. We will keep By Jody Haynes
trying and if the demand is there, we may
Although visitors to our website
give it a trial run. If anyone has spare time
and wants to take that little item on, please might not notice much, we have actually added some new things since
let one of the directors know!
The Rendezvous is also a time to the last Newsletter. For example, we
conduct organizational business that needs added several new issues of the Flormember input and/or vote. So it is also ida Lupine News. We also added a
important that you are there to add your new page for announcing this year’s
opinion and to cast your vote. That way FLA Rendezvous. But perhaps most
you help control the direction of the importantly, we added a page called
organization. There are several areas in the Wolfdog Seal of Approval.
the FLA bylaws that require membership
Although it is housed on the FLA
vote (starting with election of directors). website, the Seal page is actually a
While we as directors can take care of the collaborative effort between FLA
daily functioning of FLA, we definitely and our ‘partner’ organization in
want and need your input; the Rendezvous Texas, Lupine Legacy (LL). The
is a major method of getting that input.
Wolfdog Seal of Approval was develLastly, the Rendezvous auction oped by FLA and LL as a symbol of
provides a great source of revenue for
solidarity among “Pro-Wolfdog OrFLA. Each year we have had a huge
ganizations.” For more information
variety of donated items to auction, and
about the Seal, go to the following
have made as much as $700-800 from this
one event. And each year, the quality and page: http://www.floridalupine.org/
uniqueness of the items is amazing. Some wdseal/seal.htm.
Please visit us on the web today
of you must be searching all year for these
items! The auction is very casual and at www.floridalupine.org and enreally has some great wolf memorabilia. courage your friends, family,
You never know; that last little item for neighbors — and anyone who will
your collection may be hiding amongst listen — to do the same! And, as althis year’s objects!! As I close, I want to ways, feel free to send your comonce again thank those who donate items, ments, criticisms, and suggestions
involving the website to me at webas well as those who support the auction!
Mark your calendar and I hope to see master@floridalupine.org.
you at Rendezvous 2002!!
Happy surfing!

FLORIDA LUPINE ASSOCIATION, INC.
3200 NW 60th Street, Ocala, FL 34475

Rendezvous

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
New Membership ______

Renew Membership ______

Date ___________________

Individual* (FL Residents) _____ $25

Individual Affiliate (out of state) _____ $15

Family* (FL Residents)

_____ $35

Family Affiliate (out of state)

_____ $20

Junior Membership

_____ $10

Business Affiliate (out of state)

_____ $40

Business Membership

_____ $50

Donation Only (no membership) $________

Name:___________________________________________________________________________
Address:_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
Home Phone:__________________________
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Office Phone:_____________________________

*These are the only voting categories.

2002
Former FLA director
Thom Whaley stepped down
due to time constraints.
A new director
must be nominated
and elected at this year’s
FLA 2002 Rendezvous.
Please attend and
cast your vote!
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(“Open Letter...” con’d from page 1)

And let’s not forget about the bedding; it has to be changed several times a
day. The washer and dryer never shut
down.
And with all the use, your microwave goes out and you have to get into
town to buy another one before the next
feeding. Uh, oh. No money? Well, you
dip into your car payment money.
Oh, and while you are out, you better
run by the grocery store and pick up more
formula makings.
“I never dreamed it would take so
much to feed these little rascals. I'm going through three cans of goats milk a
day at a cost of $2.00 each and all that
high priced yogurt!” And on and on. You
console yourself, “Oh well, that's ok. I'll
make enough off the pups to cover my
expenses AND buy that new set of tires
for the car.”
“What's this? Why have the pups got
diarrhea? This one looks weak!” Off to
the vet's office you go.
“They have coccidia? What’s that?
The medicine is how much!?! You’ve
gotta be kidding! I’ve gotta give it for
TWO weeks!?!”
Between the vet visit, the worming,
and the medicine, you just spent what
you expected to get for at least one of the
pups. There went the house payment
again.
Oh, yes, let's not forget about the
puppy vaccinations. Even if you give
them yourself, it is expensive and they
will need a couple of shots each before
they are placed in their new homes. And
if you have the vet give them...well, there
went next month’s house payment.
The pups need to be socialized, so
you hold and cuddle the little buggers
and talk to them and rub their tummies
and beg your mate and/or kids to do the
same.
"But Mom, I have a date and I just
got out of the shower! I need to get
ready!"
“But Mom, Dad’s taking me to baseball practice. It starts in 30 minutes.”
“Sorry, hon. I’ve got to coach the
kids tonight or I just got home from a
long, hard day at work. I really don't feel
like it."
So you do it all.
Now the pups are old enough for you
to let them out on the floor to play. You
buy stock in paper towels, newspaper,
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and the pine cleaner or disinfectant companies ahead of puppy season if you are
smart because you are going to use a LOT
of each. Also, I hope you and your family
don't mind that the carpet will never be the
same—not to mention those hardwood
floors.
Now the pups are ready to go to their
new homes. You love the furry little buggers, but boy will you be glad to see the
last of them!
One of your buyers is perfect— the
RIGHT kind of buyer for one of your
pups—so you didn't get a deposit from
him. You call him to let him know his pup
is ready and hear, “Oh sorry. I meant to
call. I got a pup from Joe Blow a couple
of weeks ago. I'm sure you won't have any
trouble placing your pup, though. Thanks
for the call. Do keep me in mind for next
year.” Yeah, right!
So now you have four unplaced pups
that are ready to go to new homes. Meanwhile, they are eating you out of house
and home and you don’t have the containment set up for more animals.
To add to your worries, you then get
that dreaded call—the one that all breeders fear. One of the pups you sold last year
has to go. The owner can no longer keep
him. What to do? What to do?
Well, you haven’t paid this month’s
utility bills yet, and with that $300 or so,
you can throw together another pen if you
can find no one else to take him and fast.
What I have mentioned thus far is
only a small part of what it means to be a
wolfdog owner or breeder and why it
takes commitment from every member of
the two-legged family. Some aspects of
this letter might fit some people and not
others. Some folks might be rich and have
the money and the wherewithal to deal
with the financial aspects of wolf and

wolfdog ownership. Some people might
have low- or mid-content wolfdogs that do
not need separating. But in the majority of
cases, the problems addressed in this letter
are REAL problems that most wolfdog
owners face if they have multiple wolves
or wolfdogs (especially high contents)
and/or if they are going to breed.
This is part of what my friend has
come to realize—one of the reasons his
wife and kids left. It’s come down to a
choice between his multiple animals and
his family—a choice that is ripping him
apart. I hope my friend can find good
homes for the animals that he feels he
must place. It won't be easy for him. He
has higher content wolfdogs; therefore, he
will need to find experienced homes for
his animals. However, the logistics are the
easy part. The placement is going to shatter him and the animals—and that is the
saddest part of wolfdog owners finding
themselves over their heads. It’s an emotionally traumatic situation for both the
two-leggeds and the four-leggeds.
And this leads me back to the beginning. Please, please ... if you are thinking
of breeding and/or ‘collecting’ one more
animal, read this letter, keep it with you,
and take it to heart. Remember, I just hit
some of the highlights. There are many
others that I never even touched on.
NOTE: Christine Burkett is on the Boards
of a few wolfdog organizations; is the
owner of Casa Lobo Kennels, a wolfdog
breeding facility that has been in operation for almost twenty years; and has
worked extensively with the Alabama Department of Conservation & Natural Resources and with many of Alabama’s Animal Control agencies to promote the responsible ownership and containment of
wolves and wolfdogs in Alabama.

FACES of the HOWL
WolfDog Rescue & Adoption Facility
Located in Pensacola, Florida
Life
Life IS
IS Better
Better With
With the
the Critters
Critters

E-Mail: WolfDog@peoplepc.com
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1-850-492-8716

All rescues are spayed/neutered and come with a clean bill of health unless otherwise specified.
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Portrait of a Healthy Home
Twenty ways to improve your dog’s health—and yours, too!
By Nancy Kerns
A healthy home is a happy home. We
can all agree on that. How can you make
your home healthier for you and your
animal companions? We can tell you 20
ways, right off the top of our heads. We'll
divide our suggestions into four areas:
Cleanliness, Diet, Environment, and Lifestyle.

CLEANLINESS
1. USE SAFE CLEANING AGENTS
Did you know that most brand-name
all-purpose cleaners, bleach, floor wax or
polish, glass cleaner, and disinfectant
dishsoaps contain hazardous materials?
Read the list of "cautions" on the back of
the labels. These common household
agents can cause respiratory problems,
damage the nervous system, cause diarrhea, dizziness, kidney and liver damage,
and cancer. And effective, safe alternatives are close at hand.
White vinegar can be mixed with water and used to clean glass, porcelain
countertops and tile. Vinegar can also be
mixed with salt to create an all-purpose
cleaner. Baking soda can be mixed with
water and used to scour tubs and sinks. It
can also be sprinkled over carpets to remove odors. When washing vinyl floors,
add a few teaspoons of vinegar to the
wash water to remove waxy buildup; a
capful of baby oil added to the rinse water
will polish the floor. Today, there are also
a number of safe commercial cleaning
products available; look in your local
health food store.
2. VACUUM FREQUENTLY
A powerful vacuum is a pet owner's
best friend. A model with strong suction
and multiple attachments can not only
help you keep the sofa, the rug, and your
going-on-a-date outfits dog-hair-free, but
also prevent fleas from completing their
life cycle in your home. Okay, not all dog
owners care about dog hair on everything
they own. But everyone hates fleas.
Fleas spend only a portion of their
time on the dog, and their eggs, larvae,

and pupae are likely to be found in any
area where the dog lives. Female fleas are
prolific, laying as many as 20 to 50 eggs
per day for as much as three months. Development of the larvae that hatch out of
the eggs takes place off the dog, usually on
or near the dog's bedding and resting areas.
Concentrating your efforts on removing the opportunities for the eggs to develop is the most effective population control strategy. The best way to remove the
eggs' opportunities to develop is to remove
the eggs, and to this end, your vacuum will
be your most valuable tool in the flea war.
Vacuum all the areas that your pet uses
frequently, at least every two to three days.
Since fleas locate their hosts by tracing the
vibration caused by footsteps, vacuuming
the most highly-trafficked hallways and
paths in your house will be the most rewarding.
Don't forget to vacuum underneath
cushions on the couches or chairs your dog
sleeps on. Change vacuum bags frequently,
and seal the bag's contents safely in a plastic bag before disposing.
3. WASH YOUR DOG'S BED
Flea eggs and developing flea larvae
cannot survive getting wet. We can presume that any dog who has fleas will have
flea eggs in his bed (since fleas usually lay
their eggs off the dog). So, if fleas are a
problem in your neck of the woods, wash
his bedding as frequently as possible. It is
not necessary to use bleach, or insecticidal
or detergent soaps, all of which can irritate
the dog's skin; plain water will kill the eggs
and larvae.
If you can't wash the dog's entire bed,
at least wash the floor underneath the bed
as often as you can. Purchase several covers (or sheets, or towels) for the bed and
rotate them in and out of the wash.

him, but also will kill any harmful bacteria that may attempt to grow there.
If you feed your dog raw meat, it is
imperative that you wash his bowls well
daily, even if they look clean from his
attentive licking. Pathogenic bacteria
present on raw meat can quickly reproduce to harmful levels at room temperature. While we're on the topic, the safest
bowls are stainless steel. Some ceramic
bowls may allow chemicals to leach into
the dog's food and water. And plastic
bowls can contain a number of carcinogenic substances.

DIET
5. FEED YOUR DOG THE BEST
FOOD
Advocates of homemade diets have a
saying, “You can pay for fresh real food
now, or you can pay the veterinarian
later.” Dogs have thrived on our table
scraps for thousands of years; eating
what we eat is good for them — as long
as what we eat is healthy! If you can,
feed your dog a homemade diet that includes fresh meats; fresh, raw bone
(ground or whole, as you deem safe); and
fresh or lightly steamed vegetables; with
occasional additions of grains, dairy
products, eggs, fish, and fruit.
If you can't see your way clear to
feeding your dog "real" food, feed him
the best quality kibble or canned food
you can afford. Supplement the commercial food with occasional healthy treats
from your table — and not the unhealthy
chunks of fat cut off of your steak, nor
old smelly food from the back shelf of
the refrigerator. Add some of the leftover
steamed vegetables to his dinner. Make a
little extra brown rice or oatmeal and mix
it into his breakfast.

4. WASH FOOD AND WATER BOWLS
6.
DAILY

FEED HEALTHY TREATS

Just like us, dogs are better off eating
Washing your dog's food and water
healthful snacks that are packed with
bowls with soap and hot water will not
vitamins, rather than loading up on
only make them look better and make the
(Continued on page 7)
dog's food and water more attractive to
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(Continued from page 6)

sugary, fatty treats that are dyed with
artificial colors and preserved with
artificial preservatives.
Chunks of fresh fruit make great
snacks for dogs: many enjoy crunching
crisp cubed apples, or munching on grapes,
papaya, or banana slices. A raw carrot
makes a great chew toy, and helps the dog
keep his teeth clean. Dogs who prefer
meaty treats, will jump through hoops for
dried salmon or beef.
7. PROVIDE FRESH, CLEAN WATER
It's not enough for dogs to have a bowl
full of water at their disposal at all times
— they should have a clean bowl full of
fresh, pure water at their constant disposal.
Many people fill the dog's bowl only when
it's bone dry, and fail to wash it out until it
turns green with algae. For shame! Dogs
drink more when they have fresh water
and for normal healthy dogs, drinking water is a good thing. Water helps regulate all
the body’s systems.
At least two or three times a day,
dump out the water in your dog’s bowl
(you don’t have to waste it — you can use
it for the houseplants) and refill it with
fresh water. Once a day, wash the bowl out
with hot, soapy water.

ENVIRONMENT
8.

PROVIDE NON-SLIP SURFACES

Whether they are polished wood or
shiny vinyl, the smooth glistening floors
that most of us aspire to own pose certain
risks to certain dogs. Dogs who are arthritic or who have suffered physical injuries can really hurt themselves by slipping
in slick floors. For these dogs, use carpet
or sisal-grass runners in hallways or other
areas where your dog needs traction. Surround his food and water bowls with a
rubber-backed rug so he can lower his
head to eat or drink without his hind legs
slipping out from under him.
9. DON'T SMOKE AROUND YOUR
DOG
You already know you shouldn't
smoke, for your own health. But did you
know that second-hand smoke has been
associated with lung and nasal cancer in
smokers' dogs? Studies conducted at Colo-
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rado State University's College of Veterinary Medicine and Biomedical Sciences
showed that dogs who live with smokers
are more likely to have cancer than dogs
that live with non-smokers. Long-nosed
dogs with nasal cancer were 2.5 times more
likely to live in smoking households than
among non-smokers. Short-nosed dogs
with lung cancer were 2.4 times more
likely to live with a smoker. If you must
smoke, do it outside and away from your
dog. Don't smoke in an enclosed space
such as a closed room (or worse, a car) that
has your dog in it.
10. KEEP EMERGENCY NUMBERS
HANDY
Every phone in your house should have
a list of emergency numbers next to it:
emergency services, your doctor, dentist,
and close family members or friends. If
you own a dog, that list should also include
the number for your veterinarian, all-night
and weekend emergency clinic, and poison
control center.
You should also list numbers for a couple of your dog-loving friends, people who
could enter your house and care for your
dog if something happened to you. If you
travel with your dog, make sure you also
have these numbers with you. You don't
want to be scrambling for any of these in a
real emergency.
11. PRESERVE AIR QUALITY
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health-damaging chemicals into the air.
Use natural cleaning products. Open the
windows in your home at least once a
day, for enough time to really fill the
place with fresh air. Place non-toxic
houseplants throughout your home; they
improve air quality by removing carbon
dioxide and releasing oxygen. Don't use
chemical "air fresheners" in your home;
use scented flowers or dried herbs to
lend a harmless perfume to your home
instead.
12. HANDLE AIR POLLUTANTS
CAREFULLY
If you were as familiar as toxicologists are with the health effects of indoor
air pollution, you really wouldn't consider bringing home most, if not all,
commercial house-keeping or yard
chemicals. Say there is a potentially dangerous product — a mineral spirits paint
remover, for example — that you deem
necessary to use in a home improvement
project.
Do a little homework, and see if
there is a safer alternative (there usually
is). If you just can't (or won't) find an
alternative, at the very least, take the
following precautions:
∗ Buy just the amount you think you
will need for the project.
∗ Schedule the activity so that it occurs when the weather is mild
enough for you to thoroughly ventilate your home while the product is
in use and for at least a couple of
weeks afterward.
∗ Keep the product's container closed
every moment it is not being used.
∗ Keep all pets (and children, pregnant
women, and other vulnerable individuals) away from the area where
the product is in use) for this period
of time.
∗ Dispose of the remains of the product in a safe, legal manner
(following instructions on the label)
as soon as possible; once unsealed,
most containers are not completely
vapor-proof.

As we discussed in detail recently, the
air in the average home is 2-20 times more
polluted than the air outside. It's not unheard-of for the concentrations of dangerous air pollutants in homes to rise to 100
times the concentration outdoors! And
even low concentrations of volatile chemicals can cause chronic or acute illness, cancer, and even genetic mutations in humans
and their companion animals.
Dogs are particularly at risk. Many
common solvents are heavier than air; they
sink to the floor level, where our dogs
spend most of their time. And dogs have a
faster respiratory rate than we do; pound
for pound, they end up breathing more "bad
air" than we would in the same environ13. PICK UP POO
ment.
There are many ways to improve the
We all know that poop smells bad-air in your home. Limit (better yet, elimi- yes, even your dog’s poop. It also atnate) petroleum-based products in your
(Continued on page 8)
home; all of these substances release
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(Continued from page 7)

tracts flies and can spread worms. (The
larvae of tapeworms, hookworms, and
roundworms are all expelled in an infected dog’s feces. Any dog, or person,
for that matter, who comes into skin or
mouth contact with larvae-contaminated
feces can become infected with the
worms.)
Ideally, everyone would pick up their
dog’s feces daily. This would prevent
worms, coprophagia (dogs who eat their
poo, eww!), dirty looks from neighbors,
and delays for emergency shoe cleaning.
14. KEEP A FIRST-AID KIT HANDY
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16. KEEP YOUR YARD “GREEN”

19. SOCIALIZE

Don’t use pesticides in your yard.
Ever. These virulent chemicals can cause
every sort of illness known to man and dog.
And there are plenty of safe, organic compounds that can help you control pests and
keep your lawn and garden healthy without
pesticides.

Dogs and humans are social; loners
are aberrations, not the rule in either species. Dogs and humans should be able to
greet each other happily, communicate
well, and part easily from their friends.
We all want our dogs to be safe and comfortable with other people, so it’s well
worth the effort to properly socialize your
dog to canine and human visitors to your
home. Ask any friend who stops by to
feed your dog a handful of treats, one at a
time, to help your dog to understand that
strangers can be a good thing. Use a
tether or baby gate to keep an overexuberant or over-protective dog from
unseemly behavior. Arrange occasional
play dates with healthy dogs with compatible temperaments.

LIFESTYLE
17.
BALANCE QUIET TIME AND
BUSY TIME
Those of us who lead chaotic lives tend
to dream of and crave days of quiet, restful
sleep. People who are housebound and depressed can benefit from activity and stimulation. Balancing rest and action gives the
body the opportunity to stress and then rebuild tissues, and lends the individual a
healthy ability to cope with whatever life
throws his or her way.
Dogs are no different. Some lead incredibly stressful, active lives, and could
use more rest — dogs who work for their
owners, for instance, may benefit from a
few hours a day of protection from noise
and visitors. Dogs who are understimulated
will benefit from mild physical exercise and
mental challenges.

Just as you plan and prepare your
dog’s daily meals and training, advance
planning and preparation for the
unthinkable accident may help save your
dog’s life during the critical time
between the beginning of the emergency
and access to veterinary care.
The time to plan, obviously, is before
your dog is involved in an accident. Start
gathering the contents for a first-aid kit
today. A good holistic first aid kit may
contain rescue remedy (or other brand of
the flower essence remedy) for shock;
gauze pads; cotton; tape; Q-tips; pure
water (distilled or spring water); a clean
glass or plastic spray bottle; elastic
bandages; adhesive tape; tweezers;
18. EXERCISE PERIOD
scissors; hydrogen peroxide; soap (castile
or other natural type); and herbal
Exercise is good for all dogs — within
cleansing solutions (calendula and
reason and within the dog’s abilities. As
hypericum are miraculous).
always, balance is key. An extremely long
run or vigorous romp at the dog park on a
15. CHEW-PROOF THE HOUSE
daily basis may excessively stress the dog’s
joints and muscles and deny him the opporNot all dogs are apt to chew on weird
tunity to repair damaged tissues, resulting
random things around the house when
in stress fractures, arthritis, or strained musthey are bored and unsupervised, though
cles or ligaments. Strenuous workouts such
some are. All puppies have this proclivas these should be limited to three or four
ity.
days a week, even for healthy, fit dogs.
If your dog is a chewer — again, we
Alternate hard workouts with shorter, easier
know that all puppies are — he should
exercise sessions, such as walks or short
not be left unsupervised in any room
backyard play sessions.
where there items that could be
There are far more dogs receiving too
dangerous if chewed. This includes
little exercise than dogs who get too much,
exposed electrical cords, clothing items
however. Many people with old dogs, suor shoes, electronic items (cameras,
per-fat dogs, or dogs with physical handiremote controls, cell phones, etc.), and
caps feel that it’s cruel to “make” their dogs
just about any toys. When left
go for walks. But the more muscle tissue
unattended, vulnerable individuals
and coordination the dog has, the better —
should be safely confined to a crate or
and he’ll lose both if he’s not at least walkpuppy pen.
ing a little, a few times a day.

20. SPEND QUALITY TIME TOGETHER
We know it sounds hokey, but human/canine relationships are not much
different from human/human relationships. Most of us want dogs who like and
trust us and whom we like and trust. We
want to be able to take them places without them embarrassing us, and we’d like
to have friends come over without having
to apologize for our canine partner’s behavior. We want them to pay attention to
us! And we want them to understand
what we are trying to tell them and to
comply with most of our requests without
us yelling or repeating ourselves.
Ask Oprah: The health of every relationship depends on the individuals
spending time together — and not just on
infrequent weekends and not just laying
around watching TV! Take up a hobby
together: walking, squirrel chasing, agility, flyball. Work on honing your communication skills. Teaching your dog new
tricks is a great way to bond, improve his
manners, entertain you, and impress your
friends. The more time you spend playing
with your dog, training your dog, or just
lying around petting or massaging your
dog, the better your relationship will be.

Copyright 2001 Belvoir Publications, Inc.
Reprinted with permission, Whole Dog
Journal. For subscription and other information, call (800) 424-7887.
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Soon, we will be able to sell the TTShirts online; but for

FL T-Shirts!

High Quality Tees,
50/50, with front pockets!!
Price: $15
Adult Sizes: Small,
Medium, Large, X-Large
Colors: Beige with Ma-
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T
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BACK
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HIRT

..
. contact FLA at
info@floridalupine.org.

Open Letter from Ralph Maughan, Specialist in Natural Resources
& Environmental Policies & Politics, to Ed Bangs, Wolf Recovery
Coordinator for United States Fish & Wildlife Service (USFWS)
Dear Ed:
I've got to tell you your wolf control is getting out of hand. The amount
of control is far disproportionate to the offense. It seems the four wolves in
Paradise Valley never even killed a calf, but rather ate an aborted one.
They disturbed some horses near Pine Creek, but didn't attack them. One
of the wolves shot in Paradise Valley was a favorite of Park visitors —
Druid 224M. Lamar Valley wolf watchers are not happy about this. Then
there is the legendary Ninemile Pack. It looks like four or more wolves will
be controlled up there in the land of the "freemen" and unibombers for
killing a few llamas, a sure sign of a hobbyist, and not someone engaged
in a productive activity.
Here in Idaho three of Whitehawk Pack have been killed in the last
two days for killing ONE sheep and one calf. Meanwhile, I read in the
Bozeman Chronicle yesterday that domestic dogs killed 1100 sheep last
year in Montana alone. After the great effort local folks and Defenders of
Wildlife put into saving the Whitehawk Pack, this is very much a problem
with wolf supporters; and what about the people who spent a great deal to
buy wolf collars just to have their wolf popped?
Granted, the wolf population might be doing well, and four or five
wolves here and three might seem superfluous, but I am skeptical about
Idaho's wolf population because all of the info comes from just one person
who certainly doesn't have the resources to count the wolves over all the
forested and rugged topography. Almost weekly Tim Sundles posts messages to the Kifaru "politically correct or not board" about how "local folks"
are poisoning wolves, shooting wolves, spreading parvo, buying predator
callers and elk bugles, and calling wolves in. Sundles might be shooting

off his mouth, but maybe not. So I am skeptical that there were 261
wolves or 14 breeding pairs in Idaho at the end of 2001. When it
comes to delisting time, I hope USFWS has the ability to prove there
are 30 breeding pairs of wolves in the recovery area.
I am sending this to let you know that the people of Idaho, Montana, and Wyoming who work in the larger towns and cities—those
men and women who don't live off government subsidies and produce
the real economic wealth of the area—deserve equal consideration
with the welfare ranchers and the minor, if any, contribution they
make to the three states.
There are many people in the rural areas who are making money
with non-traditional endeavors, such as woodworking, weaving materials out of native products, starting small business, selling supplies to
tourists who want to have wildlife-filled adventures, and taking people
mountain climbing, on wildlife tours and wolf adventures. Their lives
and economic endeavors count, too. Many people live in the area part
time, both telecommuting and commuting to their enterprises outside
of the three states. Many of these individuals produce enormous economic product for the good the United States and the world. Why
aren't their views taken into account?
Ed, please excuse this open rant, but I am sending this to my
wolf list and to others so they might take action, such as showing up
at these local wolf meetings, even if it means going to places like
Challis and Salmon, and taking some risk. It is time for the real people
of Idaho, Montana, and Wyoming to stand up for their rights and get
the boot off the back of their necks, and their faces out of the manure!
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Dog Days of Summer: How Hot is it Really?
By Kim Miles
Anyone who has lived in
the South knows about
humidity — specifically those
hot and sweltering humid
summer months. Have you
ever wondered why some days
seem hotter than others —
even though the temperatures
were about the same?
Humidity factors greatly in
how hot it feels outside.
Recognizing this, the National
Weather Service created the
Heat Index, which is Summer’s
equivalent to the Winter Wind
Chill Factor.
Humidity extremes can
play an even more important
role in temperature than the
actual heat can. A nice Spring
day at 86 degrees can feel over
100 degrees if the humidity
levels exceed 70%. And a
Summer day around 92
degrees can feel over 132
degrees if the humidity level is
90%.
In the dog days of
Summer, Florida regularly sees
temperatures in the mid 90’s
and humidity levels in excess
of 80% — especially during
the month of August. Such
conditions make it feel like it’s
over 130 degrees outside and
are classified in the danger
zone, according to the National
Weather Service.
While people escape to
their air-conditioned havens,
what kind of relief can be
provided for our pets? The

most important safety tips are to make sure the
animals have plenty of shade and water. To
make their lives a little more bearable in the
heat of summer, consider buying a kiddie pool
or the more indestructible pond liners at KMart or Wal-Mart. If that still isn’t sufficient,
horse and cattle troughs work quite well. Have
something deep enough for the animal to lay
down in, and remember to add water regularly.
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Information from Heat Index obtained from the National Weather Service, online at http://www.nws.noaa.gov/.

Danger Category

Heat Index
(How hot it feels)

Extreme Danger

Greater than 130O

Danger

105O —131O

Heat exhaustion, cramps and sunstroke are serious risks and
heat stroke is possible risk with prolonged exposure/activity.

Extreme Caution

90O—104O

Heat exhaustion, cramps and sunstroke are possible risks with
prolonged exposure/activity.

Caution

80O—89O

Health Risks
Serious risk of heatstroke and/or sunstroke with prolonged
exposure.

Fatigue is possible with prolonged exposure/activity.

Copyright © 2002, Florida Lupine Association, Inc.
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Puppy Formula Recipe
1 can goats milk
mix with equal amount of Pedialyte (or
water)
3-5 heaping tablespoons Yogurt
Danon’s plain or vanilla yogurt—it must
have active culture
1 dropper Poly-vi-sol baby vitamins
(human)
1 package dried Knox Gelatin
dissolve in small amount of hot water
1 small jar beef baby food
without onions or seasoning
1 tablespoon white Karo Syrup
Mix well in a blender and refrigerate. Feed pup
two ounces every two hours.
Goat’s milk is more readily digestible and easier on the stomach than cow’s milk. Beef cereal is a highly digestible form of protein. Yogurt provides active cultures in their internal
flora and is a good source of fat, calories and
protein. Knox Gelatin is good for the connective tissue and the eyes, protecting against
juvenile cataracts. Variations of this formula
include rice cereal for babies and egg yolks
when the pup is approximately three weeks
old. Some breeders also substitute canine or
equine Red Cell for baby vitamins. Others may
also substitute whole buttermilk for goat’s milk,
but this is done gradually, over several days,
and when the pup is about three weeks old.

16 WEEKS

ANNUALLY

14 WEEKS

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

LEPTOSPIROSIS

18 WEEKS

12 WEEKS

*

10 WEEKS

PARVOVIRUS

8 WEEKS

DISTEMPER

6 WEEKS

Do you know how to care for your new
puppy? The Vaccination Table (right) is a
general guide to vaccinating your canine. If
you decide to vaccinate your animals yourself
and have never done so, you should check
with your vet to see if certain vaccines are
even needed in your area and to learn how to
administer the vaccine correctly.
Some veterinarians might begin a
vaccine protocol at five weeks of age with the
parvovirus vaccine; however, there is no
guarantee that the pup’s immune system has
developed enough for the vaccine to be
effective. Check with your vet to determine if
you live in a high risk area and/or to
determine whether your pup should receive a
vaccine earlier than six weeks of age.
(Worming begins at three weeks.)
Some of you may also need to bottle
feed your pups. If so, an excellent puppy
formula recipe is provided below.

5 WEEKS

Puppy Season is Here: Vaccination Table & Formula Recipe

*
*

*

PARAINFLUENZA

*
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*
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*

HEPATITIS/
ADENOVIRUS

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

BORDATELLA
(Kennel Cough)
CORONAVIRUS

*

*

LYME DISEASE
RABIES

Captive Wolf
Management
Course
International Wolf Center
& Vermillion Community
College in Ely, Minn., are
offering wolf management
courses, each a week long
(Sunday through Friday).
The International Wolf Center is worldrenowned as a wolf research facility
and works closely with the U.S. Fish &
Wildlife Service and the wolf
reintroduction program. In addition, it
provides educational services to the
public.
As a participant in this wolf management course, attendees would
1. assist curator in daily maintenance
routinues;
2. review the protocols required to
manage a socialized wolf exhibit;

*

*
*

*

3. conduct behavioral observation
sessions of captive wolves;
4. assist with this year's “Visiting
Species” program, comparing
wolves and dogs (team members
will handle dog pups during daily
educational programs)
There is a limit of five participants per
week and the fee is $450.00 per person.
The fee includes daily on-site lunches,
bunkhouse style accommodations, and
two credits from the Vermillion Community College .
For more information or for a program
application, contact
Teaching the World About Wolves
Lori Schmidt, Vermillion Instructor
International Wolf Center
1396 Hwy. 169
Ely, MN 55731
(218) 3654695 ext. 34
curator@www.wolf.org
The web site for the International Wolf
Center is http://www.wolf.org. Feel free
to visit anytime.
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Grief & the Loss of a Pet

Ambiguous loss

Holly Frisby, DVM

In an ambiguous loss, the whereabouts or cause of the death of the pet is
unknown. The pet may have runaway or
been stolen, or the owner may have
needed to surrender the pet to a humane
shelter. In these situations, there is seldom
any 'closure'. The owner does not know
when or if the pet has died or, if lost,
whether the pet will ever come back. As a
result, when to stop searching and when to
start the grieving process are unsure.
There may also be additional guilt associated with this type of loss.

Grief upon the loss of a pet is a normal response, and a very individual one.
For some people, grieving for a pet who
has died may be a more difficult process
than grieving for a human loved one. One
reason is that the support network of understanding and caring people may be
smaller. If a person has lost a human
loved one, the friends, family, coworkers, etc., will all be understanding.
They may send cards, flowers, and offer
food and companionship. This is often
not the case when a pet dies. A funeral or
memorial service for the deceased person
will bring people together to provide mutual support and a sense of closure.
Again, in most cases this does not occur
upon the death of a pet. Hurtful comments such as 'Don't be so upset', 'It was
only a cat', and 'You can get another one'
may add to the grief and feeling of isolation and loneliness.
Stages of grief
We know that grieving is a complex
process which includes a number of
stages. These stages include: denial, bargaining, anger, sadness and resolution.
The stages may come in a recognized
sequence or they may appear as a complex series of emotions and feelings. The
length of each stage varies with each person, and often among cultures. Some
people may return to a particular stage,
such as anger, time and again. Others
may reach resolution quite quickly. It
does not mean they loved their pet any
less, it's just their individual reaction to
their loss. In most instances, the grieving
process may continue for a few months to
almost a year.
Denial: When we hear bad news,
some of us have a tendency to deny it.
We think it really isn't true, that we didn't
'hear it right', or 'it can't be as bad as that'.
This is a defensive mechanism we use in
an attempt to insulate ourselves from the
emotional trauma we are, or are going to,
experience.
Bargaining: When a human loved
one is dying, many people may want to
'bargain' with God. If you let my loved
one live, then I'll... Although this is not as

common when a pet dies, many people
still experience this stage of grief. Owners
of a dying pet may also experience a different type of bargaining such as telling
their pet, 'If you recover, I will never
scold you again'.
Anger: Anger is a common stage of
grief that follows denial. Anger may be
towards others such as the veterinarian or
another family member. It may also be
directed towards oneself in the form of
guilt. We may say, 'If I had only brought
her to the veterinarian sooner, she would
be okay.' Some owners may feel angry at
the pet for leaving them alone.
Sorrow and Sadness: Sadness is the
stage we most often think of as grief. For
many people, losing a pet may be one of
the saddest experiences they will ever
have. We mourn our loss. We may find it
difficult to eat, sleep or concentrate. We
may not want to be around other people;
but in reality, this is when we need understanding people the most. Talking to
someone who understands our grief is a
way to help the healing process begin.
Caring people can listen and help. If you
do not know of anyone to talk to, you
may wish to call a pet loss hotline. There
are also books available written by people
who understand the pain of losing a pet.
Resolution: Resolution is the final
stage of the grieving process. At this point
we are able to accept that our wonderful
friend has died. We start focusing on the
wonderful memories we have and the
times we enjoyed together. At this point
we may consider looking for a new pet,
not to replace our lost friend, but to have
someone to enjoy life with. There still
may be times when we experience deep
sadness, anger, or guilt at our loss, but we
can recover from these times faster, and
look forward rather than backward.
In addition to these stages, other emotional reactions may be seen. People can
experience shock if the death of their pet
was sudden and unanticipated, and may
experience an emotional numbness. If a
pet is missing, the uncertainty of what
may have happened to the pet can produce worry and anxiety. When a pet disappears, children may be especially fearful of becoming lost or separated from
their family.

How grief is expressed
In the book, The Human-Animal Bond
and Grief, the authors describe five manifestations of grief.
Physical: Crying, nausea and loss of
appetite, inability to sleep, fatigue, restlessness, and body aches and stiffness are
typical manifestations of grief.
Intellectual: When grieving, people
often experience an inability to concentrate, confusion, and a sense that time is
passing very slowly.
Emotional: As described above, many
emotions can be expressed in the course of
the grieving process. Irritability, a lowered
sense of self-worth, resentment and embarrassment are also common feelings.
Social: Some grieving persons often
withdraw, may be reluctant to ask for
help, and feel rejected by others. Others
may show an increased dependency on
other people, or an increased need to 'keep
busy' and over commit to activities.
Spiritual: The death of a pet may result in a person bargaining or feeling angry with God. The grieving person may
try to find some meaningful interpretation
of the death, and question what happens to
pets after they die and whether pets have
souls.
Help and healing
It has been shown that when grief can
be expressed, the time needed for healing
is often less. Similarly, if the expression of
grief is restricted or withheld, the healing
process may take much longer.
In addition to talking with others,
doing something positive often helps us
work through our grief. By doing some(Continued on page 13)
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day. Persons who lose an assistance dog
thing positive during this time of sadness, may lose their independence and the abilwe expand our focus by celebrating the ity to even perform simple daily activities.
life of the pet. Activities that may help
Some children or adolescents can't
include
remember life without the pet. For them,
too, loss of the pet may be especially diffi∗ planting flowers or a tree in memory cult, and professional help may be indiof the pet
cated.
In all of these situations, talking to a
∗ making a charitable donation
∗ holding a funeral or memorial service professional experienced in grief counsel∗ drawing a picture, making a clay ing (bereavement counselors, clergy, sosculpture or doing needlework of cial workers, physicians, psychologists) is
something that reminds you of your often advised and can assist the healing
pet (you could do this yourself, or process. Support groups, pet loss hotlines
and books on pet loss can also be helpful.
have it done by a professional)
∗ placing your pet's nametag on your
When a child's pet dies
key ring
∗ writing a poem, song or story
Always be honest regarding the death
∗ composing music or a song
of a pet. You do not have to discuss all the
∗ creating a memorial photo album or details, but the child needs to understand
scrap book
what is going on. A child will find out the
∗ writing a letter to your pet
truth in the end and may become less trust∗ framing a photograph
ing of the parent, or feel betrayed if not
∗ volunteering your time
told the truth. The child should be able to
participate in the arrangements. If the pet
Persons who have lost a pet need to is to be buried, the child should always be
talk to someone. Often family members given the option to be there. Burying the
and friends are very supportive, but in pet without the child's knowledge can,
some instances they may not understand again, make the entire grieving process
how important your pet was to you. It is more difficult for the child, and make the
important to find someone who does un- child less trusting of his parents at a time
derstand.
when he really needs them.
There are certain circumstances that
If at all possible, prepare the child
can intensify the grief. If a person has ahead of time for the death. Mementos can
recently suffered other losses, feels re- be very important for children, and they
sponsible for the death or has never fully may want some pictures of them and the
grieved an earlier death, the grieving pet, a plaster cast of the pet's foot, etc.
process is often more complex. If the pet
Many factors can contribute to how a
died of a disease similar to one which the child will feel when their pet dies. The
owner or a loved one currently has or has child's age and maturity are important fachad in the past, the grief can also be com- tors. As with older people, the relationship
pounded.
the child had with the pet, the circumIf the pet has shared a significant stances of the pet's death, and other events
event in the owner's life (e.g., was a gift or losses the child has experienced will
from spouse, the pet alerted the owner of influence the grieving process. The ability
a fire or otherwise 'rescued' the owner, or of the parents and others to provide supthe pet has 'gotten them through' a diffi- port will also play an important role in
cult period in their life), grief can be com- helping the child work through the grief.
pounded. When the pet was a significant
Some ways in which children may
source of support for the person (e.g., the respond differently to the loss of a pet, as
person lived alone), adjusting to the death related to age are discussed below.
of the pet may be extremely difficult.
Infants and children up to two years:
In some instances, when the pet dies, Infants and very young children may not
the owner also loses a significant activity. understand the death of a pet, but they are
For instance, when a working dog dies, very aware of the tension and change in
the owner has lost not only a pet, but a co- emotional state of those around them. Reworker, someone who has shared activi- assuring them by hugging and holding
ties with the owner many hours of the them, and keeping the household routine
(Continued from page 12)
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as normal as possible will help.
Toddlers and pre-school children:
In general, children under 7 years of age
do not understand that death is permanent. They will need help in understanding the pet will not wake up or come
home. Do not try to hide a pet's illness or
death from a child. They are often the
first to sense that something is wrong.
Trying to isolate them from a pet's death
may cause them to feel abandonment or
betrayal, and takes away their right to say
good-bye. Help them to know it is ok to
ask questions (they usually have many)
and feel sad. Even children at the age of
two can experience feelings of grief and
sorrow. Underplaying the significance of
a pet's death may result in a child feeling
no one would care if she, too, died.
School-age children: Children between the ages of 7 and 12 can understand the permanence of death. They may
ask many questions about how and why
the pet died. Children over 12 years of
age (adolescents) may have a very difficult time recovering from grief and may
not be open about how much emotional
pain they are experiencing. Adolescents
should not be put in the position of having to take on extra responsibilities such
as caring for siblings during this time of
crisis.
Euthanasia: Euthanizing a pet can
result in considerable confusion for a
young child. In explaining euthanasia,
simply explain that a painless injection of
a powerful medication is given to the pet,
which allows the pet to die and not suffer. In general, children under the age of
eight are too young to be present when
their pet is euthanized. If a child is going
to be present at a euthanasia, it is best to
have a pre-euthanasia session with the
veterinarian to explain what will happen.
At this point, it can be determined if it is
better for the child not to be present during the euthanasia, but instead to be invited into the room immediately afterwards. The words 'put to sleep' or 'went
away' should not be used with young
children since it may cause them to feel
even more confused. They may fear falling asleep themselves, because they
think they may not wake up. Some children become terrified if they are told they
are going to be 'put to sleep' before surgery. Or they may feel abandoned and
that their pet didn't love them and there(Continued on page 14)
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fore ran away.
If financial considerations played a
role in the decision to euthanize a pet,
the child may believe her parents would
not be able to take care of her if she became ill. In these situations, reassure the
child that she will always be cared for.
The child should also be told that the
injection the pet received is not the same
as what she receives at the pediatrician.
Expressing feelings: Young children
are less able to express their feelings in
words and are more likely to 'act out'
what they feel. They may show anger or
aggression in various situations that do
not seem connected to the animal's
death. They may start displaying regressive behavior such as bed-wetting and
thumb-sucking. They may experience
separation anxiety or complain about not
feeling well. Activities such as those
described above may help the child
work through their feelings. Children of
this age may think it was something they
did or thought that caused their pet to
die, and blame themselves. Even if they
do not express it, it is often helpful to
reassure the child that he/she was not
responsible for the death of the pet.
Pet loss and the elderly
For many elderly people, their pet is
their sole companion, and some will say,
their only reason to live. Many elderly
do not have a strong support system and
live alone, away from family. They are
at a time in their lives when they are
experiencing the deaths of friends their
same age. Their pet may become the
sole focus of their attention and affection. Their entire daily routine may revolve around their pet.
For some older people, their pet
may be their last link to the past, and the
loss of the pet can trigger grief over previous losses. Their pet may also have
been a source of security, barking at
strangers or accompanying them on
walks.
Elderly persons may experience
more guilt when their pets die. If they
are on fixed incomes and have few financial reserves, not being able to pay
for expensive treatments can add a sense
of failure to the deep grief of losing a
pet. They may also have put off visits to
the veterinarian because of transporta-
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tion or financial constraints, and blame
themselves for not getting the pet examined sooner.
Whereas younger persons are often
able to get a new pet, the elderly may not
be in a position to do so. Housing restrictions, financial considerations, transportation problems, and their own health and
expected life span may contribute to their
decision that they cannot get another pet.
This can be an extremely traumatic time.
especially if they have had a pet during
most of their life.

eating, be careful not to reinforce or reward their behavior. Giving them extra
attention or different food when they behave this way may actually cause them to
start using those behaviors as ways to
obtain more attention or get special treats.
The book When Elephants Weep: The
Emotional Lives of Animals, by Susan
McCarthy and Jeffrey Moussaieff Masson, discusses the many emotions of animals and you may find it an interesting
and valuable resource.
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From the Diary of Kiza Thompson
My hu-mom said she named me Kiza cuz it means
“fighter” and when I was a baby, I really had to fight
to survive. You wouldn’t believe my first few weeks!
They say I was born a week too early and that’s a lot
for a tiny puppy, even if I am a wolfdog.
Then my Mom hurt her nose and her sinus cavity
got infected. Life just went downhill from there. When
I was two days old, I fell out of the doghouse and
crawled way back underneath it. Since I still couldn’t
see yet, how could anyone blame me? It wasn’t my
fault I got stuck.
They had to use a shovel to dig me out.
Unfortunately, no one realized at the time that they
broke one of my front legs when they were rescuing
me. And to make matters even worse … by the end of
my first week, I was starving to death because my
birth mother didn't have enough milk for me and all
my brothers and sisters.
The next thing I know, this strange lady who
didn’t smell like anything I ever smelled before took
me into the house and started forcing this yucky junk
they called formula down my throat. Can you blame
me for fighting? I’d like to see whoever invented that
stinky stuff try to enjoy a diet of it. Needless to say, I
did not like it and fought my best, but that crazy lady
shoved it in faster than I could spit it out. Phooey!
But that’s not all. Next, my stupid brother
scratched my eye and it ulcerated. And a couple of
days later (like all of this wasn’t enough!), I got really
sick from some nasty bug that was going around. Of
course, I was a pretty experienced fighter by then—
even if I do say so myself!
When I was only four weeks old, a new lady came
to the house and adopted me. We made lots of trips to
the doctor cuz I was still pretty sick. But I just kept
on fighting. I didn’t know what else to do by then!
Soon, the doctors were all amazed at how fast I
rebounded, and before long, I was finally in perfect
health. I stayed in the house with my new hu-mom
and hu-daddy and they spoiled me rotten.
They were always telling everyone how
exceptional I was cuz I never tore up stuff like
everyone else did. I didn't eat one piece of furniture or
chew up any of their shoes or clothes. Shoot, after
everything I’d been through, where was I supposed to
get the energy?
Everybody else ate at least one of those things
when they were little, but I was the exceptional child.
And don’t think I didn’t love every minute of the
attention I got for being such a good girl, either.

Now that I'm a big girl, I like being outside with
the guys. We still like to come in and visit, but we have
more fun outside where no one yells at us for jumping
on the furniture, investigating fun-looking gadgets or
for playing too rough in the house.
Oh, did I mention that I go to school now?
I really like Bob (he's my teacher). I would rather
just go visit and play with everyone, but they make me
do this stupid stuff like walk beside Hu-mom, sit, and
lay down.
It sure would be a lot more fun if everyone would
just let me play. I can’t understand these humans
sometimes and the stuff they want me to do is just
plain dumb!
I try to do what I’m supposed to but it never seems
good enough for anyone. Just like the other day when
they told me to lay down. I dropped like a rock,
stretched out and got good and comfortable, but do you
think they were happy? Nope, cuz they want me to
look like I'm paying attention...yeah, righhhhhhht.
Now why would anyone want to lay down and look
alert?
You would think they’d be happy I did what they
said, but no way. Hu-mom said I looked like someone
shot me. She just keeps mumbling something about
playing dead but I’m seriously starting to wonder who
the dumb one is here!
It’s not easy being a teenager, you know.
When I first started going to school, people hurt my
self-esteem — not to mention my feelings — cuz they
would sort of get between me and their dogs like they
thought I was going to jump up on them or some-thing.
Well, it didn’t take me too long to train them. Now
(Continued on page 16)
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they laugh at me and
call me the class clown.
I dis-agree. After all I
have been through in
my life, I think I'm
pretty sophisticated. I
rode a windsurf board
when I was little and I
have gone to lots of
places and I’ve met
many different people.
For a while, I even
worked at Hu-mom's
office. That is until she
fired me. I really liked
being the receptionist,
and I was even learning
how
to
use
the
computer.
I tried to make her
understand, but parents
never listen. She said some of the older clients were hu-moms are for?
having a hard time outrunning me on their way to the
door.
Gee, all I was doing was trying to make them feel
welcome like a good receptionist should. How was I
supposed to know they had trouble running?
Now I’m trying to talk hu-Mom into letting me
learn how to drive. When we go somewhere, I try to
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show her I’m ready for
the responsibility but
she calls me a real pain.
If you ask me,
parents are the real
pain. Why there's no
telling how smart I
could be if she would
just quit standing in
the
way
of
my
education.
Well, I guess I’d
better get back outside
and see what every-one
is doing. Hu-mom will
be home any minute
now and I don't want
her to catch me using
her computer again.
She gets so upset at
the littlest things. But
isn’t that what

—Kiza Thompson

A local business was looking for office help.
They put a sign in the window, stating the following: “Help Wanted. Must be able to type, must be
good with a computer and MUST be bilingual. We
are an Equal Opportunity Employer.”
A short time afterwards, a wolfdog trotted up to
the window, saw the sign and went inside. He
looked at the receptionist and wagged his tail, then
walked over to the sign, looked at it and whined a
bit.
Getting the idea, the receptionist got the office
manager. The office manager looked at the wolfdog
and was surprised, to say the least. However, the
wolfdog looked determined, so he led him into the
office.
Inside, the wolfdog jumped up on a chair and
stared at the manager. The manager said, "I can't
hire you. The sign says you have to be able to type."
The wolfdog jumped down, went to the typewriter and proceeded to type out a perfect letter. He
took out the page and trotted over to the manager

and gave it to him, then jumped back up on the
chair.
The manager was stunned, but then he told the
wolfdog, "The sign also says you have to be good
with a computer."
The wolfdog jumped down again and went to
the computer and proceeded to enter and execute a
perfect program that worked flawlessly the first
time.
By this time, the manager was totally dumbfounded! He looked at the wolfdog and said, "I realize that you are a very intelligent animal and have
some interesting abilities. However, I still can't
give you the job."
The wolfdog jumped down and went over to a
copy of the sign and put his paw on the sentence
that stated the company was an Equal Opportunity
Employer.
The manager said, “Yes, but the sign also says
that you have to be bilingual.”
The wolfdog looked at the manager very calmly
and said, “Meow.”
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Rescue Roster
Spirit (right) is an

Onyx (above) was born 3/22/2001.

She is shy and will take some time to
warm up to a new owner. She is
spayed, up to date (UTD) on all shots
and is on heartworm preventative.
She rides and is leash trained to limited extent. She will only go to an
experienced owner. [Contact: Thom
Whaley, FACES of the HOWL, Wolfdog Rescue & Adoption Facility, at
WolfDog@peoplepc.com or at 1-850492-8716.]

Caesar and Cleopatra (above)

upper-mid-content
wolf/Malamute mix.
She rides well and is
leash-trained. She is
also house-trained
and is very wellbehaved. Spirit is
UTD on all shots,
spayed,
and on
heartworm preventative. [Contact: Thom
Whaley, FACES of the
HOWL, a Wolfdog Rescue & Adoption Facility, at 1-850-492-8716 or
at WolfDog@peoplepc.com.]

Kaila (below) was

born 3/23/98. She is
extremely
friendly,
submissive and a bit
immature. She was
pulled and bottle-fed.
Her background and
breeder are known.
She needs to go to an
experienced
owner.
She is UTD on all
shots and is spayed.
[Contact:
Thom
Whaley, FACES of the HOWL, a
Wolfdog Rescue & Adoption Facility, at WolfDog@peoplepc.com or at
1-850-492-8716.]

Daka (bottom center) and Tika
(bottom right) are brother and
sister, respectively. They are
lower mid-content wolfdogs and
were born 2/12/96. Daka is more
reserved than Tika, taking a little
more time to warm up to humans
than his sister. Tika is sweet and
playful, but she requires a
warming up period when meeting
strangers. Tika is spayed, and
Daka is neutered. They are both
UTD on shots, and they are both on heartworm prevention. [Contact:
Thom Whaley, FACES of the HOWL, Wolfdog Rescue & Adoption
Facility, at WolfDog@peoplepc.com
or at 1-850-492-8716.]

are bonded and need to be placed
together. Caesar is an escape artist
and Cleo is a follower. They require
good containment but they would be
ideal for a first-time owner. They are
very social and sweet. They are midcontent Malamute/wolf mixes; they
are spayed/neutered, UTD on all
shots and on heartworm prevention.
[Contact: Thom Whaley, FACES of
the HOWL, Wolfdog Rescue & Adoption Facility, at WolfDog@peoplepc.
com or at 1-850-492-8716.]
Disclaimer: FLA neither verifies nor substantiates the accuracy of any of the information about the animals posted in the Rescue
Roster. We merely report what we are given by rescue agencies and/or rescue individuals. All animals with 75% or more wolf
content in FL require a Class II permit by the Florida Fish & Wildlife Conservation Commission.
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