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Wolves are very social animals,
living in packs that require a clear social
hierarchy that contains an alpha pair and
various subordinates (betas, juveniles,
pups, and/or omegas). Because they are
such social beings, they rely heavily on
communication to maintain the pack
structure. Both verbal and body language
factor into the communication system.
Dogs are not much different, using
similar body language to communicate
with each other and with their owners.
Once owners understand wolf “language”
(i.e., body posturing and facial
expressions), they find it much easier to
understand what their dogs or wolfdogs
are “saying.”
Problems in reading and understanding canines come when the specific
dog or breed has been genetically or
surgically altered to such an extent that
the animal can no longer communicate
through traditional methods: ear
placement, tail positioning, raised
hackles, etc. This can cause problems
with humans (and other canines) being
unable to accurately read the animal. For
example, the ears may be too long to
stand, the tail may have been cropped, or
the coat may be so short that it fails to
indicate that the hackles are up.
Though this article focuses on the
sophisticated (nonverbal) communication
system of wolves, it is also applicable to
wolfdogs and, in large part, to dogs, as

well. Therefore, to successfully read a
canine, one must collectively assess the
animal’s complete body language: head
position (up, down, forward, tilted); tail
position (up, down, to the side, under the
belly, etc.); eye position (direct stare or
averted glance); ear position (forward,
flat, to the side, laid back, etc.); stance
(thrust forward, bowing down, etc.); coat
(raised hackles, etc.).
The figures below illustrate various
tail positionings (Fig. 1) and facial
expressions (Fig. 2) that wolves (and
other canines) use to communicate. It
should be noted that neither tail position
nor facial expression alone is enough to
accurately read and understand a canine.

Figure 1: Wolf's Expressive Tail Positions
(Adapted from the works of L. David Mech,
Barry Lopez, L. Patrignani & Ricordi)
(Continued on page 5)
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From the Desk of the President
By Al Mitchell
The Spring Rendezvous is upon
us. The Elite Resort at Salt Springs
in the Ocala National Forest is a big
step up from our earlier locations.
Some members are even arranging
vacation time to come early.
In March, I met with the new
State Veterinarian. She is originally
from Sweden and is familiar with the
plight of the wolves there, as many
of them have been killed. She
stated that she sees similarities
here because owners and breeders
fail to exercise their responsibilities.
How many cases have we had of
calls that a wolfdog or a pack of
wolfdogs is chasing livestock? Of
course, the animals may or may not
actually be wolfdogs. How many
calls have we had regarding
animals being picked up running
loose in neighborhoods?
I have discussed containment in
the past, but it continues to be one
of the most significant problems we
face. If the owner has proper containment in place, he most likely will
never have a problem with neighbors or government. When the dogs
have the opportunity to "escape,"
we not only have a local problem
but it becomes a state-wide issue
as governmental officials share data
on problems. When your animal
"escapes" it is not just your
problem; it affects all other wolfdog
owners. Our website, has an
excellent article by Nicole Wilde on
containment.
Click
on
the
"Publications" button and then on
"Containment for the Canine
Houdini." Folks, this is important!
You would never allow your child to
be running loose. Why let your
wolfdog run loose?
The number of calls for help
from owners continues. Many
people come into possession of a
wolfdog without any knowledge of
containment or behavioral issues
associated with a large canine.
Some even allow their animals to
breed indiscriminately. FLA is
opposed to "backyard" or "accidenttal" breeding.

Reputable breeders work to
continue or enhance a well-developped line of animals. When they sell
pups, they do home checks on the
new owners and sell the pup with a
contract which enables the breeder
to reclaim the animal if there is a
problem. If an owner later cannot
keep the animal, they take it back.
Disreputable breeders simply sell to
anyone they can. These are to be
avoided. Not only are you never
sure about the lineage of your
animal when dealing with a
disreputable breeder, but he most
likely will not help later if there is a
problem with the animal. I continue
to see pleas for help from owners
that should have been handled by
the breeder. Our website also has
two excellent articles regarding
breeding. Click on "Publications."
I have recently met with Fish &
Game officials on the State level.
Identification of an animal's recent
wolf heritage continues to be a
major problem for them. Fish &
Game officers must be prepared to
testify in court that any animal they
pick up is actually one that is
regulated under state law (over 74%
wolf). They are not "dog catchers,"
but they receive many "wolf" calls
that should have been handled at
the local animal control level. FLA
continues to work with Fish & Game
on this problem. Later this year, we
will provide a "hands on" educational
opportunity for some of their officers
to observe wolves and various
content wolfdogs. If this program is
successful, we will repeat it in
several locations around the state to
provide the opportunity for all of their
officers to have the experience.
While these issues may be "old
hat" to some of our members, we all
need to remember that there are
people out there getting into trouble
every day. As FLA members, we
have an added responsibility to
serve as reference points in the
community in which we live. We
need to educate ourselves and then
educate others.

DEFENDERS OF WILDLIFE:
A wolf-friendly organization
Defenders of Wildlife has been a leader
in wolf conservation since wolves first
appeared on the federal endangered
species list. In recent years, Defenders
helped restore wolves to the Northern
Rockies and played key roles in the
reintroduction of gray wolves to the
Southwest and red wolves to the Southeast. For more information, point your
browser to the following website: http://
www.defenders.org/wildlife/new/
wolves.html.

WILD FLORIDA:
License tags raising cash for wildlife
Defenders of Wildlife was the main
force behind the creation of special license tags for wildlife four years ago in
Florida, and they're paying off in programs to help alligators, black bears,
and many other species. This year, in
fact, grants amounting to $353,000
from the sales of the license tags were
awarded through the Wildlife Foundation of Florida. To learn more about our
Florida programs, go to the following
URL: http://www.defenders.org/habitat/
savewildflorida/.

GET A HOWLING WOLF:
Adopt a wolf today
America's wolves face new deadly
threats from influential politicians and
corporate special interests. You can
help provide Defenders of Wildlife the
resources to protect these magnificent
animals by adopting a wolf today. It's
also the perfect gift for someone. You'll
receive our six inch howling wolf plush
toy, Defenders' award winning magazine and other benefits. Go to the following website to adopt a wolf:
http://www.defenders.org/adopt/wolf/
adopt.html.
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From the Desk of the Treasurer
Mayo Wetterberg
I hope all of you are getting
ready for Spring and all the things
that will be happening—including
our annual membership meeting
and rendezvous. The rendezvous
has proven to be one of the few
times most of us are able to get
together in any numbers and bring
our animals. Spring is also the
puppy season with all the cute
cuddly little ones starting to
appear—and puppy breath!! And
that’s what leads me to my
comments for this column. I
wanted to use my space to talk
about one of the founding tenets of
the Florida Lupine Association—
responsible ownership. Why?
Because this Spring lots of
irresponsible breeders will sell lots
of puppies to lots of unprepared,
uneducated new owners. And all
of us that do rescue will begin
getting calls and e-mails!
I was recently reminded of the
price our animals sometimes pay
for our actions when an owner—
NOT an FLA member by the
way—dumped his two wolfdogs
into an animal control facility. The
facility kept them for three days
and put them down. The owner
knew what their fate would be,
lied to potential rescuers about the
two animals being placed in a
“rescue facility,” and basically
wrote them off. I hope that sounds
cruel and stark to all of you,
because it is! Unfortunately, it
happens all too often throughout
the entire dog world.
My personal opinion is that all
wolfdog owners have a very real
responsibility to train and socialize
our animals and educate ourselves
about our animals’ needs. Our
animals deserve that. They depend
on us. I also realize that this takes
time, money, and dedication. And
the results are not always optimal.
But we made a commitment when
we accepted wolfdogs into our
lives. Keeping that commitment—
that is being responsible.

We are all ambassadors for
wolfdogs, whether we want to be or
not. Wolfdogs are not a common
household pet—for obvious reasons.
But everyone who owns one is
automatically an “expert” compared
to those who have no idea what these
animals are like. This brings
responsibility to the forefront. If you
were the only reference point the
general population had for what
wolfdogs were like, what would they
think? How would they judge
wolfdogs in general, based on you
and your animal(s)? Each one of us
represents all wolfdog owners to
those who do not have wolfdogs.
I am always very glad to meet
FLA members and talk about
wolfdog experiences. I am generally
impressed with the level of
knowledge of our membership and
the character of our animals.
Certainly the dedication is there. But
we need to share this knowledge and
help potential owners make better
decisions. I consider a choice to get a
wolfdog a major decision, and not
one to be made lightly. FLA and
other organizations have loads of
information on raising a wolfdog,
but personal experiences from a
responsible owner carry much more
weight. And potential new owners
need to be armed with the facts
before they opt for that cute little
puppy or succumb to the mystique of
owning a “wolf.”
I would like to urge all of you to
spend a little time looking around to
learn what is happening in the
wolfdog world near you. You might
find opportunities to help educate
potential owners, you might meet
other owners who share your interest
(and experiences), and you might
discover opportunities for FLA to
g e t in v o lv e d i n p r o mo t i n g
responsible ownership. I would like
to see that FLA tenet spread to more
wolfdog owners everywhere.
I hope to see all you at the
rendezvous where we can get
together and share our experiences…
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A Canine’s
Plea
1. My life is likely to last 10-15
years. Any separation from you
will be very painful for me.
Remember that before you get
me.
2. Give me time to understand what
it is that you want from me.
3. Place your trust in me. It is
crucial to my well-being.
4. Don't be angry with me for long,
and don't lock me up as
punishment. You have your
work, entertainment and friends.
I have you.
5. Talk to me sometimes. Even if I
don't understand your words, I
understand your voice.
6. Be aware that however you treat
me, I'll never forget it.
7. Please don't hit me. I can't hit
back, but I can bite and scratch
and I really don't want to do
that.
8. Before you scold me for being
uncooperative, obstinate or lazy,
ask yourself if something might
be bothering me. Perhaps I'm
not getting the right foods or I've
been out in the sun too long or
my heart is getting old and weak.
9. Take care of me when I get old.
You too will grow old.
10. Go with me on difficult journeys.
Never say, "I can't bear to
watch," or "Let it happen in my
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(Continued from page 1)

The tail positions in Figure 1 can
be interpreted as follows: (A) selfconfidence; (B) aggressive; (C)
imposing attitude with insecure
threat; (D) self-assured (lifted from
the base indicates slight aggression);
(E) worry to defensive (depending on
lift of tail at base and curl at tip); (F
& G) normal attitude; (H) between
normal and threat/defense; (I)
friendly subordination; and (J & K)
total subordination (J is friendly; K is
fearful).
And the facial expressions in
Figure 2 translate to the following
attitudes: (A) normal and selfassured; (B) self-assured threat; (C)
serious self-assured threat; (D)
submission or worry; (E) worry with
self-assurance; (F) serious fear submission with threat; (G) submission
or worry (no threat); and (H)
increasing fear and increasing threat;
(I) serious fear and serious threat.
As mentioned above, ALL body
and facial positions and expressions
must be observed collectively to
accurately “read” your canine.
Observing ear position without
noting the full facial features, the
position of the tail, and the body

F L O R ID A L UP I NE N EWS

stance will provide you with less than
half the picture…or, in some cases,
will yield a completely wrong
impression of what your animal is
trying to “say.” Conversely, looking at
the behav ior, positions, and
expressions holistically will better
allow you to understand and more
effectively communicate with your
canine companion.
Following are a few simple
examples of position/expression
combinations that will allow you to
more easily comprehend how the
different placements of ear, lip, tail,
etc., are mutually inclusive and must
be considered collectively:

1. Ears erect (A) & tail in position
A, F, G, or H—the animal is
alert, listening and assimilating.*
2. Ears erect (A, B, or C) & tail is in
position B, C, D (raised at the
base), E, or H—the animal is
becoming increasingly aggressive. The more aggressive a
canine becomes, the more
elevated his ears, hackles, and
tail.*
3. Ears flattened and out to the side
(D, G, E, or H) & tail is in
position E, J or K—the animal is
indicating neutral to increasing
submission or fear,
respectively. The more
submissive/afraid, the
more the tail will curl
between the legs to the
belly and the ears will
flatten to the side. The
more fear aggression
present, the more the ears
will tend to lift.
4. Ears flattened and
straight back—the animal
is angry, probably afraid
and angry. The more
afraid the animal is, the
more the tail will tuck
between their legs; the
angrier the animal is, the
higher the tail will be
Figure 2: Wolf's Facial Expressions
raised—out and away
(Adapted from the works of L. David Mech, Erik Zimen, L.
Patrignani & Ricordi)
from the body.

5. Raised hackles are also
indicative of aggression/anger
and can also accompany fear
aggression.
* Note: Not every animal that is
alert is aggressive, but every
animal that is aggressive (not
fear aggressive) is alert.
In summary, wolves and other
canines combine an elaborate system
of body language and facial
expressions with a simple verbal
language to communicate within and
outside their “packs.” In the case of
dogs and wolfdogs, being able to
understand what an animal is
“saying” is beneficial for both owner
and animal. And, ironically, a broadbased understanding of the wolf
language system refutes the common
and widespread myth that wolfdogs
are “unpredictable,” thereby
invalidating one of the major tenets
of the “anti-wolfdog” movement in
this country.
If more people would take the
time to learn the “language of the
wolf,” they would gain a greater
appreciation for what these animals
have to offer as lifelong companions,
and they would be less apt to put an
animal into rescue or put it to sleep
simply due to their inability to read
and understand canines.

PROTECTING
FLORIDA WILDLIFE:

Defenders of Wildlife opens
new headquarters in Florida.
Celebrating the 10th year of our
Florida program, Defenders opens
new offices in St. Petersburg,
Florida. The office will serve as the
headquarters of our efforts to
protect black bears, manatees and
all imperiled wildlife and their
habitat in Florida. You can contact
us at 727-823-3888 or 446 Second
Street North, St. Petersburg,
Florida 33701, or e-mail
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ASPCA Canine Legislative Alert!
Canine Profiling by Insurance
Companies?
Has your homeowners’ or
renters’ insurance policy been
canceled or denied simply because
of the breed of dog that you own?
More and more homeowners
across the United States are finding they are faced with the hardship of choosing between keeping
a beloved, friendly dog and
obtaining homeowners’ insurance
simply because their dog belongs
to a breed the insurance company
has deemed unacceptable.
Previously we have asked you
to contact the ASPCA to tell us
your stories. Now we are asking
you to contact the Insurance
Commissioner of your state to
let him/her know of the
difficulties you have encount-

ered. They need to hear the stories
directly from consumers. Go to the
ASPCA website to send a letter
directly to your Insurance Commissioner.
When composing your letter,
please remember to include the
following:
•
•
•
•
•

The name of the company that
denied coverage
The approximate date of the
denial or refusal to provide
coverage
The breed of dog you own
The fact that canine profiling
has not been proven effective
in preventing dog bites
That companies should look at
the individual bite history of
each dog when deciding
whether to provide coverage.

Companies should consider
whether a dog is spayed or
neutered, whether it is in a fenced
yard, and whether the owner
keeps the dog tethered or chained
all day long.
If this “dog profiling” trend
continues, more and more of these
innocent family pets will end up
as UNADOPTABLE animals at
shelters and will have to be
euthanized because no one will be
able to obtain insurance.
Insurers should practice sound
underwriting practices and look to
the “deed” of the dog rather than
the “breed” of the dog.
HELP STOP CANINE
PROFILING BY INSURANCE
COMPANIES! Visit the ASPCA
website at http://www.aspca.org.

25 Things I Must Remember When I Come Back as a Dog
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.

The garbage collector is not stealing our stuff.
I do not need to suddenly stand straight up when I’m lying under the coffee table.
I will not roll my toys behind the fridge, behind the sofa, or under the bed.
I must shake the rainwater out of my fur before entering the house.
I will not eat the cats’ food, before they eat it … or after they throw it up.
I will stop trying to find the few remaining pieces of clean carpet in the house when I am about to get sick.
I will not throw up in the car.
I will not roll on dead seagulls, fish, crabs, etc., just because I like the way they smell.
“Kitty box crunchies”—although tasty—are not food.
I will not eat any more Kleenex or napkins and then redeposit them in the backyard after processing.
The diaper pail is not a cookie jar.
I will not chew my human’s toothbrush and not tell them.
I will not chew crayons or pens (especially not the red ones or my people will think I am hemorrhaging).
When in the car, I will not insist on having the window rolled down when it’s raining outside.
We do not have a doorbell. I will not bark each time I hear one on TV.
I will not steal my mom’s underwear and dance all over the backyard with it.
The sofa is not a face towel. Neither are mom and dad’s laps.
My head does not belong in the refrigerator.
I will not bite the officer’s hand when he reaches in for dad’s driver’s license and car registration.
I will not play tug-of-war with dad’s underwear when he’s on the toilet.
I will not play “roll around in the dirt” after just getting a bath.
Sticking my nose into someone’s crotch is not an acceptable way of saying hello.
I will not hump on any person’s leg just because I thought it was the right thing to do.
I will not fart in my owner’s face while sleeping on the pillow next to their head.
The toilet bowl is not a never ending water supply, and just because the water is blue, it doesn't mean it’s cleaner.
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Ode to Virginia Wolf. . .
I used to live next door to Virginia
Wolf, a large mid-content wolfdog with
black, silky fur. Virginia was the matriarch of our part of the neighborhood,
which was in a rural area of Topanga,
California.
My reluctance to tell this story is due
to Virginia being allowed to free-roam
the neighborhood, which is a real buggaboo for the wolfdog community.
Dogs running loose was a common
occurrence in Topanga, due largely to a
general “live and let live” attitude. Most
everyone is on the slightly and benignly
wrong side of the law and they tend to
keep each other’s secrets. So I’m writing
about a highly dysfunctional community
and, fortunately, these particular animals
managed to workout a bad situation.
Our immediate neighborhood consisted of about nine or ten dogs, all living
at or near the end of the road ... and pretty
much staying in their neck of the woods.
At road's end was a large wilderness area
comprising the Santa Monica mountains.
Ayla, my neighbor on the other side,
was a sweet-natured, mid-content wolfdog, the former alpha female, who was
very nurturing to the others. She was getting old as Virginia was reaching maturity
and the alpha mantle passed peacefully
between them. I like to think that Virginia
learned from Ayla's example. Virginia
flaunted her alpha status over the other
dogs until they demonstrated proper fealty. After that, Virginia governed with a
mostly gentle hand.
Virginia's dog side kept her confident
and she never backed away from a scrap;
nor was she afraid of people. She kept
away the people and animals she didn't
like, by scaring them but not hurting
them. Her entitlement was “off the
charts.” When I walked the neighborhood
with her and the other dogs, she'd sashay
right past people standing in front of their
open gates to swim uninvited in their
pool. They never complained, for Virginia was formidable—her style was so
smooth, that they couldn't really find
fault.
Before I moved into the area, Sanders
(my half retriever, half samoyed) and I

were frequent visitors. Another furry resident, the current omega, Timmy, a medium Shepard mix, glommed to Sanders
and me when we visited. But the very
morning we moved in and became official
residents, Timmy and Sanders fought
viciously. I was shocked and very upset
by the sudden loss in the what-had-beenperfect harmony. Timmy, it appeared, had
determined that he was no longer going to
accept his omega status. He deemed
Sanders the new omega and Sanders was
not going down lightly.

SANDERS
Virginia swiftly caught wind of the
conflict and interceded, much to my
amazement. She hovered over Sanders
and when Timmy approached Sanders,
looking for trouble, and sometimes rushing Sanders in full attack mode, Virginia
stepped between them, wheeled Timmy
around and escorted him home.
I went to Timmy's home to discuss
the conflict with his owners and learned
that they were in the process of divorce
and Timmy was too often home alone. He
was the product of a broken home and
had been essentially orphaned, which
likely played some part in his aggression.
Timmy's mom, before hearing about the
dog fights, had been in a custody dispute
with her husband over Timmy. After our
discussion, she realized she wasn't home
often enough to justify fighting for
Timmy and he would be better off with
his father … so away Timmy moved.
Sanders got the omega position after
all, but, fortunately, Virginia continued to
be a mostly benevolent despot. I used to
keep my door open at night so Virginia
could jump, soaking wet after swimming,

into bed with Sanders and me, whenever
she wanted. I both dreaded it and looked
forward to it every night.
The epilogue is that Virginia's
mother eventually learned the error of her
ways, with regard to letting Virginia
roam freely and she securely fenced her
one acre property. The animals were
lucky and the consequences could have
been far worse, but it was a magical time
… while it lasted.
I'm heading into a similar situation
now with way too many free-roaming
dogs and wolfdogs in another lawless
area. I'm hoping to be able to find some
way to introduce responsible dog and
wolfdog ownership without causing bad
blood—being a newbie and all—in the
community.
My first challenge will be Echo, the
next door neighbor's wolfdog. She's very
sweet, and so lonely—free-roaming, no
fence, and her owners are rarely at home.
Echo is about one year old; she recently
had her first heat and is probably pregnant with half Rottie pups. Her future, as
it stands, doesn't look very bright.
I'm hoping to draw on my past experience to guide me with Echo. My uncertainty is that I'm not sure how much
the people in this neighborhood love their
animals. The common bond of our love
for our animals is the necessary component to bridge differences of opinion and
improve the animal's lives. At least I
know I love ALL the animals enough to
give it a good try. And sometimes, one
person can make a difference.

ECHO
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Cody & The Bumper
My wolfdog, Cody, chewed up many things in
his first few years, but the most memorable one was
my mother’s car bumper. My brother had given my
Mom a new car to replace hers. Mom’s old Ford was
getting to be less than reliable and she appreciated
having a newer and slightly larger car than her little
Tempo.
Mom brought her new Dodge Aries home and
parked it in the yard until we could sell the Ford. For
some mysterious reason Cody took offense to this new
four-wheeled creature that was in HIS yard! My truck
and her old car were parked on the cement floor under
the carport, so maybe he thought that this new metal
beast was challenging him for part of his territory
since it was sitting on the grass. I'll never know his
reasoning, but Cody became obsessed with that car!
He started chewing on the corners of the back
bumper. It was one of the newer types that have a rubber and fiberglass covering with the metal frame underneath, and his teeth marks were plainly visible.
Mom, of course, noticed first and hit the roof! Boy, was
she pissed ... and I couldn't really blame her.
I tried everything I could think of to get Cody to
stop. I led him to the bumper and said “No!” repeatedly. I painted the bumper with Tabasco sauce … but
he didn’t seem to notice at all. I hid nearby and
squirted him with the hose when I caught
him chewing it. He didn’t care. It seemed that Cody

was a wolfdog on a mission, and he would not
be distracted, sidetracked or persuaded otherwise.
Boy was I frustrated! This was back in the early 90's
and I had no one to turn to for advice or even sympathy.
Mom finally sold the little Tempo and the Dodge
got parked under the carport. Ok, I thought...maybe
now that it’s off of the grass and in the proper place,
he'll realize that the car belongs here. A few days
passed and he left it alone. Whew! What a relief! So I
took her car in and paid to have the bumper repaired.
That very next morning there were teeth marks on
the new bumper. #&%*!!!
So I tried cayenne pepper instead of Tabasco...no
luck. I tried black pepper, ammonia and even DoggyB-Gone from the pet store, but he didn't care. I tried
having a heart to heart, father and son talk … nope. I
went to the hardware store and bought 20 feet of light
chain and strung it around the car like a fence. Cody
went UNDER it … and then he laid on his back and
chewed the bumper at leisure.
Then one evening we were over at my cousin’s
house. Mark lived in a double-wide trailer that was
on ten acres where my Grandpa's farm used to be
when I was kid. Cody was welcome and we both loved
going over there. Mark had two dogs that Cody played
with and there was plenty of room for them to romp.
We were sitting outside having a few beers and I
told Mark about the bumper problem and he suggested using his electric fence charger.
I usually wouldn't consider something like that,
but at this point I was willing to try almost anything
to get Cody to cease and desist! The shock wasn’t
enough to harm an animal. I had been shocked by one
once accidentally and I think the surprise of it was
worse than the pain. So Mark told me how to hook it
up and I took it home that evening.
Since the bumper covering was plastic I had to get
something that would conduct electricity. Hmmm...
maybe aluminum foil? Yep, that might work. I took a
roll of Reynold’s Wrap outside and covered the entire
bumper with it. Then I put the charger in front of the
car so he wouldn't notice it and ran two long wires
underneath to the back bumper and hooked them to
the foil. I plugged the charger in and I could hear a
slight buzz when the electricity pulsed through the
wires.
Cody didn’t go near the car that evening while I
was outside. I waited, anticipating at least one try at
the bumper, but he wouldn’t do it. Great! I went to all
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this trouble and now he ignores it. Frustrated, I told
him good night and headed to bed.
But later that night his curiosity got the best of
him. My bedroom window was open and the carport
was right underneath it. Around 3:00 a.m., I heard a
short little “Yipe!” I smiled, turned over and went
back to sleep, content that MY mission had been accomplished. I didn’t take pleasure in scaring my dog,
but this was war ... and you gotta do what you gotta
do to keep peace in the house sometimes.
The next day I wanted to make sure he didn’t
forget this lesson, so I called out to him, “Cody, look!”
And I started to creep toward the bumper. He
started barking, which he rarely ever did. He was a
malamute/wolf mix and malamutes hardly ever bark,
so he always sounded like he had a speech impediment when he tried barking: "Ooooof! Oooof!" instead
of “Woof! Woof!” But if he made the effort to “Oooof!”
you'd best look … because something was out there.
As I neared the bumper, I reached out and
touched it with my hand. “OUCH!!” I yelled, yanking
my hand away as I turned and ran across the yard.
And Cody was right behind me, “Oooofing” like mad!
He ran like there was a monster in pursuit of us
both, and it was all I could do to keep from laughing!
He kept looking back over his shoulder because he
was so sure that “thing” was gonna get us!

I repeated this little exercise about once a week or
so for a while, mostly to reinforce the lesson but also to
have some fun with Cody. He just tickled me so much
with his “Oooof! Ooooof!” warnings. As I’d near the car,
he would even bounce up and down on his front legs to
emphasize the danger I was putting myself in. I could
just hear him thinking, “Fool! Don't DO that! That
thing is gonna bite you!”
Needless to say, Cody never chewed on any car
parts again... Mission accomplished!
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P.O. Box 1092, Brooksville, FL 34605-1092
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
New Membership ______

Renew Membership ______

*

Individual (FL Residents) _____ $25
*

Date ___________________

Individual Affiliate (out of state) _____ $15

Family (FL Residents)

_____ $35

Family Affiliate (out of state)

_____ $20

Junior Membership

_____ $10

Business Affiliate (out of state)

_____ $40

Business Membership

_____ $50

Donation Only (no membership) $________

Name:________________________________________ Home Phone:_____________________________
Address:______________________________________ Office Phone:_____________________________
______________________________________________
*These are the only voting categories.

V OLUME 6 , I SSUE 1

F L O R ID A L UP I NE N EWS

Critter Word Search
Can you find all of the critters in the box below? You may circle words
forward, backward, or diagonally, Each word appears once.
AARDVARK
ANTEATER
ANTELOPE
ALLIGATOR
BADGER
BASILISK
BEAVER
BOAR
BUFFALO
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EAGLE
ELEPHANT
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SHARK
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STALLION
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WOLFDOG
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Puppy Formula Recipe
1 can goats milk
mix with equal amount of Pedialyte (or
water)
3-5 heaping tablespoons Yogurt
Danon’s plain or vanilla yogurt—it must
have active culture
1 dropper Poly-vi-sol baby vitamins
(human)
1 package dried Knox Gelatin
dissolve in small amount of hot water
1 small jar beef baby food
without onions or seasoning
1 tablespoon white Karo Syrup
Mix well in a blender and refrigerate. Feed pup
two ounces every two hours.
Goat’s milk is more readily digestible and easier on the stomach than cow’s milk. Beef cereal is a highly digestible form of protein. Yogurt provides active cultures in their internal
flora and is a good source of fat, calories and
protein. Knox Gelatin is good for the connective tissue and the eyes, protecting against
juvenile cataracts. Variations of this formula
include rice cereal for babies and egg yolks
when the pup is approximately three weeks
old. Some breeders also substitute canine or
equine Red Cell for baby vitamins. Others may
also substitute whole buttermilk for goat’s milk,
but this is done gradually, over several days,
and when the pup is about three weeks old.

16 WEEKS

ANNUALLY

14 WEEKS

18 WEEKS

12 WEEKS

*

10 WEEKS

PARVOVIRUS

8 WEEKS

DISTEMPER

6 WEEKS

Do you know how to care for your new
puppy? The Vaccination Table (right) is a
general guide to vaccinating your canine. If
you decide to vaccinate your animals yourself
and have never done so, you should check
with your vet to see if certain vaccines are
even needed in your area and to learn how to
administer the vaccine correctly.
Some veterinarians might begin a
vaccine protocol at five weeks of age with the
parvovirus vaccine; however, there is no
guarantee that the pup’s immune system has
developed enough for the vaccine to be
effective. Check with your vet to determine if
you live in a high risk area and/or to
determine whether your pup should receive a
vaccine earlier than six weeks of age.
(Worming begins at three weeks.)
Some of you may also need to bottle
feed your pups. If so, an excellent puppy
formula recipe is provided below.

5 WEEKS

Puppy Season is Here: Vaccination Table & Formula Recipe
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ALERT # 301
Help Save Wolves in the Northern Rockies
DESCRIPTION:
Right now, the U.S. Fish &
Wildlife Service has proposed
new rules that will allow extensive killing of gray wolves within
reintroduced populations in
Idaho and Montana. These wolf
populations were established
through a popular reintroduction
program in Yellowstone National
Park and central Idaho nearly a
decade ago that is widely regarded as one of the most successful wildlife restoration efforts in U.S. history. Today, over 600 wolves live in the northern U.S. Rockies. However, the Service's proposal would jeopardize recovery success by allowing extremely liberal wolf control measures.
WHAT YOU CAN DO:
Send the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service an e-mail expressing your opposition and
urging them to reconsider their proposal. Comments must be received by MAY 9,
2004 so please send your e-mail today. Thanks for helping to protect the northern
Rockies gray wolf, one of America's greatest ongoing conservation success stories.
For more information, please visit the website of the Defenders Environmental
Network at the following URL: http://www.denaction.org.
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