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Before we can discuss the possibility of
intelligence in animals, we must first recognize
that there are problems involved in defining
even a general concept of intelligence.
The meaning of the word intelligence is
rather elusive. Traditionally, the word intelligence to most people implies the ability to learn
or understand from experience or to respond
successfully to a new experience, and the ability
to acquire and retain knowledge. This
definition, however, is based on behavioral
observation, and is not particularly very helpful
in understanding the nature, structure, and
function of intelligence. Yet most of us feel
rather confident in identifying the existence of
intelligence, whether it belongs to other people,
to an animal, or even to a machine.
An exact and accurate definition of
intelligence is probably impossible, but the
available data seem to suggest an ability to
handle complexity and solve problems in some
useful context — whether it is finding the
solution to a differential equation or obtaining
bananas that are just out of arm’s reach.
Most of the studies of animal intelligence,
until fairly recently, have been predominantly
anthropocentric, claiming that the ability to
think and plan and reason is uniquely human,
and this sets us apart from the beasts. But
increasing evidence over the years, particularly
during the last two or three decades, has
challenged this comfortable assumption of
intellectual superiority. Simultaneously, some
of our species’ great achievements, like
language, have turned out to have as much to do
with innate programming as to do with raw
cognitive power. Most researchers now, at least,
entertain the possibility that some animals
perhaps can think.

that an animal may be having? Take the case
of birds and insects; they both execute highly
complex nest-building protocols. This
happens even when the individual is raised in
isolation. It is quite possible that this kind of
impressive and complex adaptive behavior is
just the type of behavior that must be innate,
because it would be impossible to learn from
scratch.
Also, as the behaviorists claim, learning
can be automatic, too. A common example is
termite-fishing among chimps. Observations
of laboratory chimps reveal that they are
obsessed with putting long, thin objects in
holes (pencils into electrical outlets, for
example). Thus, it appears that the behavior is
innate and conditioning
plays a role only in
knowing the proper
place to perform it.
The inference
regarding
the
possible existence of
“thinking”
in
animals depends on
how much history and
innate behavioral history
about the species is known, as
well as the individual history of the animal in
question. This will enable one to exclude both
instinct and conditioning as the source of a
novel behavior.

Constructing a Cognitive Map

Studies on animal thinking processes
have primarily been concerned with birds and
primates. In this context, an important line of
evidence is the apparent ability of some
animals to form concepts (e.g. the remarkable
abilities of Alex the parrot at the University of
Arizona). An interesting experiment,
pioneered by Hernstein of Harvard
Thought Processes in Animals
University, consisted of providing lab-reared
The question that now arises is what are the pigeons with a carousel of slides, half with
(Continued on page 4)
criteria one should use to ascertain a “thought”
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From the Desk of the President
By Al Mitchell

From the Desk of the Secretary
By Jill Parker

It is hard to believe that it is time for our ninth Florida Lupine Association Rendezvous. This year’s event is shaping up to
be a really great weekend. Our guest, Monty Sloan, brings an
excellent background of stories, pictures and experiences to
share with us. Be prepared to be amazed at his presentation.
As usual, we will have our Annual Dog Show and also a
wolf and wolfdog oriented auction with proceeds going to the
Association. Don’t forget that we are a tax-deductible organization. See Mayo if you need documentation for a contribution.
Also plan on meeting new folks and reliving past experiences
with others and sharing food and fun. This year’s Rendezvous
will be the best yet.
2007 was an interesting year, which we will discuss at the
rendezvous. There was a significant interest in our animals by
governmental organizations, and we were represented at the
major meetings by Mayo, Kim, and Joan. At the rendezvous, we
will share information on these meetings.
I would like to take a few lines of this column to express
my personal thanks to Mayo for all the outstanding work he has
done this past year. As I became more involved with my business, Mayo did an admirable job of shouldering many of the
Presidential duties. Thank you, Mayo, for all your hard work.

The FLA 2008 Rendezvous is almost here. I am so looking
forward to seeing old friends and meeting new ones this year. I
cannot wait to see your handsome canines in the FLA Dog
Show, nor can I wait to see all of the wonderful donations that
will be available for to bid on at our primary fund-raising event
— the annual FLA auction.
Of course, the chance to hear Monty Sloan of Wolf Park
talk about wolves and wolfdogs is, for me, a once in a lifetime
opportunity. I hope you find it as exciting and informative as I
am sure I will.
As usual, I will be bringing copies of FLA’s literature: the
FLA bylaws and ethics, FLA’s educational brochures and flyers on wolfdog ownership and breeding, etc. All will be available at the Rendezvous. As usual, FLA T-shirts will also be
available at the Registration Booth.
FLA offers the following special info packets: (1) safe
containment for wolfdogs, (2) being a responsible breeder, (3)
finding an ethical breeder, (4) breed-specific legislation and (5)
sample puppy sales contracts with spay/neuter clauses. These
packets are free. Contact FLA at info@floridalupine.org or the
Secretary at (850) 956-2706 if you or anyone you know is interested in an info packet. I look forward to hearing from you.

From the Desk of the Treasurer

public about wolfdogs, and serving its members. In order to get
real education out to the general public, we need more members in more locations. We are not yet big enough to have people located near all the events that we could attend to promote a
positive picture of wolfdogs. There are so many opportunities
out there, but it takes people — membership.
As I read newspaper articles about wolfdogs (the majority
negative) and deal with rescue situations, I realize that (1) most
of the claimed wolfdogs are really dogs and (2) the general
public, especially the animal control community, are not very
good at identifying wolfdogs, nor do many know how to successfully interact with them. Part of our public education
should involve dispelling the “Little Red Riding Hood” syndrome and explaining just what wolfdogs are and what they are
not; this would include targeting the agencies that most frequently come in contact with wolfdogs. So many dogs could be
saved if they were not mistakenly labeled as “wolf hybrids”
and euthanized. True wolfdogs could be put into rescue if agencies knew where to go and were willing to take that step. Most
animal control agencies, because they know virtually nothing
about wolfdogs, automatically euthanize to solve their problem.
Education could go a long way in preventing such practices.
During this year’s FLA Rendezvous, I hope to talk to a lot
of you and exchange ideas that will allow us to move FLA
ahead in education within Florida and among the wolfdog community in general — and hopefully we can make some of your
ideas a reality as well.
Our focus at this year’s Rendezvous will
be on many issues, but we’ll also share good
times and good food, much of which I will be
cooking. Look for me near the grill! I hope
to see all of you there.

By Mayo Wetterberg

I hope everyone is getting through the winter “season” with
their animals. The good news is that spring is about here, the
weather is warming, and things should be settling down. For
some reason, this year was particularly bad among the fuzzos
here. Male-to-male tension was very high, and there was a tremendous amount of fence posturing and growling, even though
each enclosure is separated three to four feet from the adjacent
one. And the only intact male I have was not the culprit. Hopefully things will normalize soon.
Obviously, the next big event for FLA is the annual Spring
Rendezvous. I do hope all of you can come, even if just for the
day to hear Monty Sloan. It is a rare opportunity to get him away
from Wolf Park and into a relaxed venue where we can just talk
wolfdogs with him. Even though his daily contact is with the
wolves at the park, he has owned wolfdogs, and all of his knowledge translates easily to the wolfdogs you currently have. I have
attended Wolf Park’s wolf behavior course and spent time at
Wolf Park, and I can attest to how valuable their knowledge is. If
you have friends who own a wolfdog or may be interested, bring
them along Saturday to hear Monty’s presentation and plan on
staying for the pot luck supper later that night.
Two related areas are on our horizon — membership and
education outreach. We are always working to increase membership, so that is not really new. Any organization that intends to
withstand time needs a continual infusion of new interest. If you
look at the wolfdog organizations across the state and the nation,
most have eventually incurred problems that caused them to
fold. FLA has been one of the survivors, and your Directors are
committed to keeping FLA a viable organization, educating the
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(Continued from page 1)

some examples of the class of target objects, say, for example,
a tree or a fish or some oak leaves. The birds that pecked on a
slide that contained the image of a tree were rewarded with
food. The process of learning initially was quite slow until the
birds figured out what the slides that were bringing the reward
had in common. In most cases, however, they caught on to the
common feature demonstrating their knowledge by
responding correctly to an entirely new set of commonalities.
It may be noted that a concept such as “trees” is difficult
to formulate because there exists a wide range of variations
among possible examples. There is really no list of necessary
and sufficient features in such a case because humans (and
pigeons) recognize trees with or without leaves, with or
without trunks, with or without substantial branching, etc. For
humans (and presumably for birds also), a concept includes a
list of properties whose probabilities could be individually
predicted. For example, leaves are highly correlated, whereas
long, thin structures or extensions have a lower but still
positive association value. A tree, then, is an object that could
be characterized by a sufficient “list” of individual properties
— high enough to exclude telephone or flag poles.
Other evidence for simple thinking comes from having
flexibility in the use of innate alternatives. For example, a
variety of ground-nesting birds use a range of distraction
strategies to lure potential predators away from their nests.

V OLUME 1 0. I SSUE 1

evolutionary relationship with humans. However, other largebrained social animals, such as corvids (crows, ravens, jays,
jackdaws), also understand their physical and social worlds.
One behavior that intelligent animals appear to share is play,
defined as performing apparently pointless but energetic behavior
that human observers consider introspectively playful. Examples
abound in the animal kingdom — think about the primates who
are famous for their antics, e.g., hanging upside down from a limb
over a stream to splash water noisily, etc. One cannot help but
wonder that these are intelligent beings that happened to be bored
and are trying to inject some excitement in their lives.

More Examples of Intelligent Animal Behavior

There are some well-known examples of intelligent animal
behavior that are worth mentioning: for example, the remarkable
abilities of Alex the parrot to be able to use and understand human
speech; Koko, the gorilla, who knows and correctly uses sign
language; and chimpanzees’ use of deceit as reported by naturalist
Jane Goodall. Then there is the pygmy chimp, Kanzi, called the
“ape at the brink of the human mind,” who was taught a languagelike form of referential communication based on lexigrams (a
system of computer-controlled symbols) and who appeared to be
sensitive to word order and other syntactical cues.
Another addition to this list is the story of Rico the dog; it has
been reported that he has the comprehension of more than 200
words. More impressively, it appears that he can, quite often, learn
in a single trial, akin to the learning abilities of little children. The
Some Experiments on Animal Intelligence
dog’s abilities were tested by placing a new object with the old
one and asking Rico to fetch the new one, using a name that the
A controlled experiment with five hand-reared ravens in a dog has not heard before. About a month later, Rico exhibited
flight enclosure was carried out to ascertain the ontogeny of some retention of the names he had learned. Rico’s limitation in
novel foraging techniques. Pieces of meat were hung by differentiating between the two objects may reflect a difference in
strings from perches — the strings being too long to allow a degree, not in kind. This study also seems to support people’s
raven on the perch to simply reach down and grab the meat — boasts about their dogs having communicative and social abilities.
and it was secured too well for the birds to fly and capture it. More generally, the above-mentioned work fits in very nicely with
After repeated attempts, the ravens failed and ultimately other research on the social capabilities of a domestic dog.
ignored the food. After a good number of hours, one raven
There exist many other examples regarding the response of
suddenly solved the problem; it reached down and pulled up animals to external stimuli that appear to be like an expression of
as much string as it could manage, went on to arrange the their intelligence. Here are a few more examples:
string in a pile between its foot and the perch, reached down
Higher vertebrates can recognize different visual patterns on
and repeated the maneuver again until it could reach down
the basis of combined features on an object and integrate
and grab the meat. There did not seem to be any trial or error
these patterns into a representation of the visual environment.
period.
For example, honeybees can be easily trained to go toward a
After several days, a second bird solved the problem in a
given stimulus. The recognition and localization of sound
somewhat different manner, although this bird had ample
signals is fundamental to acoustic communication in animals.
opportunity to observe the first bird’s repeated success. This
Complex neural mechanisms are thought to underlie the
individual pulled up the string, and then stepped along the
processing of species-specific sound patterns even in animals
perch, arranging the string along a line rather than a pile. It
with simple auditory pathways. In female crickets, which
trapped the string under its foot, reached down and moved
orient toward a male cricket’s calling song, current models
over again and again until the string was stretched out along
propose a pattern recognition mechanism based on the
the perch and the meat was within reach. Another bird solved
temporal structure of the song. Dolphins are well-known for
the problem by looping the string onto the perch. However,
being trainable to carry out fairly complicated sets of
there was one bird that never discovered how to obtain the
maneuvers, singly or jointly. While few animals can imitate
meat, and this was also the one individual who never learned
song, captive dolphins are excellent imitators not only of
that flying away with a tied-down piece of meat results in a
human song or human sounds, but also of whale songs. Both
nasty jerk when the food reached the end of its tether.
dolphins and higher primates learn the signals to establish
Generally, discussions of the evolution of intelligence
both cooperative and competitive relationships with other
have focused on monkeys and apes because of their close
members of their social groups.
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An important aspect of logic is the ability to recognize and
act on relations between objects and individuals. There are a
good number of well-documented experiments that indicate that
animals seem to know a fair amount about one another,
particularly among the primates. Such experiments involving
animals, both in the wild and in controlled environments in the
laboratory, strongly implicate an evolutionary continuity in the
ability to analyze situations and imagine solutions.

Do Animals Have Conscious Mental States?
An important question that remains is that, although the
clever behavior of animals (e.g., ravens) convinces most people
that birds are intelligent, it does not prove that they can
consciously contemplate alternatives and choose the best one.
In the case of ravens, some researchers set out in search of such
proof by devising a series of experiments that involved pulling
up meat on a string (discussed earlier) and hiding food from a
competitor. From such experiments, it was found that the birds
can use logic to solve problems and that they can distinguish
between individuals (both human and other ravens) and
attribute knowledge to them.
The study of the mental states of the ravens (or any other
animal) who cannot report their thoughts to us is riddled with
difficulties. Indeed, we do not know and perhaps can never
know what goes on in the mind of another animal, or even other
individuals of the human species. If we are willing to accept the
simplest explanation, as is traditionally done in science, we may
conclude that the above-mentioned experiments with ravens
provide a consistent affirmation that the animals use some kind
of a mental representation to channel their actions.
Learning does happen even in animals, but it alone cannot

FLA
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Price: $15 with no shipping;
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account for all of the behavior, since the behavior is exhibited
very fast, almost immediately, without any trial or error. One
conjectures that possibly the birds start out from an innate
framework of pre-wired, play-like behavior which morphs into
learning that may later translate to conscious awareness (i.e.,
an ability to use logic) that could be useful in the highly
unpredictable real world that contains social interaction with
competitors and predators. Such capabilities then could be
transferred to any other novel context, such as pulling food up
on a string. However, we do not know how unusual
is the
raven’s kind of intelligence in the context of
other animals.
One suspects that although the raven’s kind
of ability may not be rare, it would generally be
narrowed down to specific kinds of tasks
because of the underlying instincts for
specific kinds of tasks and learning
tendencies that are tailored to the
animal’s environment, which varies
greatly. The raven is a very playful bird
and consequently exposes itself to a
wide range of contingencies, and
thereby may have allowed itself to
become the most widely and naturally distributed bird in the
world.
Copyright © 2008, D. K. Bhadra. Printed with permission.
Special Acknowledgement: Many thanks to Marsha Penner,
without whose help this article on intelligence would not have
been intelligible, and to Joan Ford, whose tough processes in
editing constructed an even more intelligible article.

We will have FLA T-Shirts available at
the 2008 Rendezvous!
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Dog Days of Summer: How Hot is it Really?
By Kim Miles
Anyone who has lived in
the South knows about humidity and those hot and sweltering summer months. Have you
ever wondered why some days
seemed hotter than others—
even though the temperatures
were about the same?
Humidity factors greatly
in how hot it feels outside.
Recognizing this, the National
Weather Service created the
Heat Index—summer’s
equivalent to the winter Wind
Chill Factor.
Humidity extremes can
play an even more important
role in temperature than the
actual heat can. A nice spring
day at 86 degrees can feel like
over 100 degrees if the humidity levels exceed 70%. And a
summer day around 92 degrees can feel over 132 degrees if the humidity level is
90%.
In the dog days of summer, Florida regularly sees
temperatures in the mid 90’s
and humidity levels in excess
of 80%—especially during the
month of August. Such conditions make it feel like it’s over
130 degrees outside and are
classified in the danger zone,
according to the National
Weather Service.
While people escape to
their air-conditioned havens,
what kind of relief can be provided for our pets? The most
important safety tips are to
make sure the animals have

plenty of shade and water. To make their lives a
little more bearable in the heat of summer, consider buying a kiddie pool or the more indestructible pond liners at K-Mart or Wal-Mart. If that
still isn’t sufficient, horse, pig or cattle troughs
work quite well. Have something deep enough
for the animal to lay down in and remember to
add and/or change water regularly.
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Information from Heat Index obtained from the National Weather Service, online at http://www.nws.noaa.gov.

Danger Category

Heat Index
(How hot it feels)

Extreme Danger

Greater than 130O

Serious risk of heat stroke and/or sunstroke, causing seizures,
brain damage, multiple organ failure, and death.

Danger

105O —131O

Heat exhaustion, cramps and sunstroke are serious risks; heat
stroke is a possible risk with prolonged exposure/activity.

Extreme Caution

90O—104O

Heat exhaustion, cramps and sunstroke are possible risks with
prolonged exposure/activity.

Caution

80O—89O

Health Risks

Fatigue is possible with prolonged exposure/activity.
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Hurricane Preparedness for Pets
If you evacuate your home, do not
leave your pets behind if at all possible!
Pets most likely cannot survive on their
own; if they do, you may not be able to
find them when you return home.

Plan for Pet Disaster Needs
The following tips can help you to
more effectively set in motion a disaster
plan that will provide for your pet’s needs:
A) Identify a shelter that fits your
needs. For public health reasons, many
emergency shelters cannot accept pets.
Find out which motels and hotels in your
area allow pets — well in advance of
needing them. Include your local animal
shelter’s number in your list of emergency
numbers — they might be able to provide
information concerning pets during a disaster.
B) Prepare an emergency kit with
crucial items your pet will require.
While the sun is still shining, consider
packing a “pet survival” kit that can easily
be deployed. Include your pet’s food
(changing food can be taxing on a pet,
especially in stressful situations), can
opener (if you pet eats canned food), bottled water, food and water bowls, medications, veterinary records, a first aid kit, a
cat litter pan, and other supplies in case
they are not available later.
C) Make sure identification tags are
current and securely fastened to your
pet’s collar. Make sure the address and/or
phone number is included. If your pet gets
lost, its tag is the primary form of identification. Have a current photo of your pet
for identification purposes.
D) Include items necessary to secure
your pet. Have a secure pet carrier and
extra leashes or harnesses for your pet.
These items can help to ensure the safety
and well-being of your pet should it panic
and/or escape. In addition, these items can
help to secure your pet if you are in an
evacuation area full of other people
(especially children) and their pets.

During a Disaster
Disasters can be as stressful for animals as
they are for people. The following can be
done to minimize the stress of caring for
your animals during an emergency:

A) Animals have instincts about severe weather changes and will often isolate
themselves if they are afraid. Bringing
them inside early can stop them from running away. Never leave a pet outside or
tied up during a storm.
B) Have extra newspapers on hand for
sanitary purposes.
C) Feed your animals moist or canned
food, if that is part of their regular diet, so
they will need less water to drink.
D) Separate dogs, cats, and other pets
that may not get along. Even if your dogs
and cats usually get along, the anxiety of
an emergency situation can cause pets to
act irrationally, so separate if questionable.
E) If you take your birds with you or
board them, make sure that they are caged
(in a familiar cage, if possible), and have
any special food dispensers they might
require and that regulate the food they receive. A cloth or sheet (preferably one familiar) should be provided to minimize
stress but also offer filtered light.

D) Contact local private rescue
facilities. Some rescue agencies have lists
of foster individuals, and these people
might be able to provide temporary foster
care for your pets in emergencies, but this
should be considered as a last and temporary resort.
E) Leaving your pet at home is an
another alternative, albeit the least
desirable. This alternative should be considered as a last resort and after all other
alternatives have been exhausted. If this
option is chosen, you must take some
precautions, as leaving your pet at home
alone can place your animal in danger!
Confine your pet to a safe area inside —
NEVER leave pets outside, especially
chained! Leave them loose somewhere
inside your home with plenty of food and
water. Fill the tub with water, raise or
remove the toilet seat, and brace the bathroom door open so they can drink if they
are confined in the home for a significant
period of time before you can get back.
Secure a notice outside in a visible area
with your and your vet’s contact informaPrepare to Shelter Your Pet
tion and advising what pets are in the
If you cannot find an evacuation area home and where they are located (if they
that will accept pets and you cannot, there- do not have access to the entire home).
fore, take your pet with you when you seek
shelter, you might find the following ideas
After a Disaster
helpful:
A) Local shelters that allow pets The following can help pet owners better
may be available. Call your local emer- tend their pets after an emergency:
A) For evacuees. If you must evacugency management office, animal shelter,
or animal control office to get advice and ate after a disaster, take your pets with
you as they are unlikely to survive on
information on pet shelters in your area.
B) Local pet boarding facilities are their own.
B) Taking pets out. In the first few
available. Often, you can set up a plan for
boarding your animals with your vet if that days after the disaster, leash your pets
office provides shelter services for its cli- when they go outside and maintain close
ents; but this should be set up far in ad- contact. Familiar scents and landmarks
vance of a hurricane. If you have no board- may be altered and your pet may become
ing plans set up prior to the hurricane disoriented. Also, snakes and other danwarnings and evacuations, contact your vet gerous animals may be brought into the
and other local vets to see if they have area. Downed power lines are another
room to board your pets or, if not, to see if hazard.
C) Pet’s behavior. The behavior of
they could provide you with a list of boarding facilities in your area. Local animal your pets may change after a disaster.
shelters and animal control agencies may Calm, friendly pets may become aggresalso be able to provide you with a list of sive or defensive, so watch your animals
shelters that board pets in the event of an closely the days following an emergency.
emergency. If none of the above works,
consider contacting vets and animal agen- Information in this article was obtained
cies outside of your area that might board from FEMA on public domain and was
animals and have space to board yours.
last modified Tuesday, 21 March 2006.
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By Sally Costik

The Lobo Wolves, Canis lupus nubilus, derived their name from a word in
the Blackfoot Indian language meaning
“Buffalo Wolf,” which, when spoken
aloud, sounded like the word “lobo.” They
were also known as the Buffalo gray, or
Loafer wolf, and followed the migration of
the buffalo herds throughout the Rocky
Mountains, from northern Canada to New
Mexico. A large lobo wolf could weigh as
much as 100 pounds and had a life span of
about 20 years. They were described as the
consummation of absolute savagery and
had seldom been tamed.
Such wolves were considered dangerous and predatory to the large cattle population in the western states in the early part
of the 20th century. Consequently, the
United States Biological Survey and the
Canadian government began an extermination program of these wild wolves, which
was declared a success in 1920. The Lobo
wolves were literally on the edge of extinction.
But then Edward McCleery stepped
in. McCleery led an interesting life. He
was born in 1867 near Milton, PA, and
educated as a physician at the University
of Pennsylvania and Jefferson Medical
College in Philadelphia. Following
graduation, he went west and practiced
medicine at Cheyenne, Wyoming, for two
years before coming to Kane in 1894.
While out west, he became a great admirer
of wolves and a champion of their survival. McCleery began to dream of owning his own pack to assure the survival of
the lobo wolf.
He obtained his first wolf from Wyoming in January 1921 and named him
Jerry, and over time, admitted that Jerry
was his favorite. In May, 1921, he obtained two more pairs of white wolves,
naming them Lobe, Boreas, Montana and
Diana. Later, he obtained more wolves,
bred those that he had, and eventually
ended up with 40 pairs of wolves.

Almost anyone who has lived in this
area since the 1930s remembers the Lobo
wolves of Kane. Brought to this area in the
early 1920s by Dr. Edward H. McCleery, a
Kane physician, the wolves were exhibited
at a wolf farm on the outskirts of Kane for
over nearly 40 years. McCleery, who managed his wolves with devotion and affection, owned and operated the wolf farm
until just before his death on May 23,
1962, at the age of 94.

The Lobo Wolves of E. H. McCleery

The Buffalo Wolf
The Dakota Datebook
By Merry Helm
Rueben Humes was a young Dickinson sheepherder whose flocks were often
threatened by predators like coyotes and
bobcats. One day in 1900, Rueben went
hunting for prairie chickens near the
Heart River. His shotgun kept misfiring,
but he finally shot a chicken, which
dropped onto the opposite riverbank. As
he forded the river to get it, he saw something.
“It looked like a big black sheep,” he
said. “It was gray and had a huge mane of
hair. I was so surprised I just stopped and
looked. It was the largest wolf I had ever
seen.” Rueben fired, but his gun misfired,
and the wolf took off. Back at camp, the
men told Rueben he had seen a buffalo
wolf, which is a sub-species of the gray
wolf.
Lewis and Clark discovered the buffalo wolf, Canis lupus nubilus, in 1804.
Lewis wrote, “We scarcely see a gang of
buffalo without observing a parcel of
those faithful shepherds on their skirts in
readiness to take care of the maimed
wounded. The large wolf never barks, but
howls as those of the Atlantic states do.”
At first, the Corps of Discovery had
lumped the wild canines into two groups:
coyotes were referred to as “prairie
wolves,” and gray wolves were called
“large wolves.” When they discovered
the buffalo wolf subspecies, Lewis made
detailed observations of how a pack
would isolate an antelope from the herd
so they could chase it down. He wrote
they “...are very numerous, they are of a
light color and have long hair with coarse
fur.”
During the journey, brothers Rueben
and Joseph Field caught a wolf pup,
which they wanted to turn into a pet.
They tied it up, but it quickly gnawed its
way free and ran back into the wild.
In the fall of 1843, artist John James
Audubon painted both coyotes and
wolves while near Fort Union. Referring
to the coyote, he wrote, “[t]he Prairie
Wolf hunts in packs, but is also often
seen prowling singly over the plains in
search of food. During one of our morning rambles near Fort Union, we happened to start one of these wolves sud-
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denly. It made off at a very swift pace and
we fired at it without any effect, our guns
being loaded with small shot at the time;
after running about one hundred yards it
suddenly stopped and shook itself violently, by which we perceived that it had
been touched; in a few moments it again
started and soon disappeared beyond a
high range of hills, galloping along like a
hare or an antelope.”
He also wrote about the White American Wolf, or Canis lupus: “The White
Wolf is far the most common variety of
the Wolf tribe to be met with around Fort
Union, on the prairies, and on the plains
bordering the Yellow Stone river. When
we first reached Fort Union we found
Wolves in great abundance, of several
different colours, white, grey, and brindled.”
Audubon also wrote, “[t]he common
wolf is not infrequently met with in company with the Prairie wolf. On the afternoon of the 13th of July, as Mr. Bell and
ourselves were returning to Fort Union, we
counted eighteen wolves in one gang,
which had been satiating themselves on
the carcass of a Buffalo on the river's
bank, and were returning to the hills to
spend the night. Some of them had their
stomachs distended with food and appeared rather lazy.”
By 1926, buffalo wolves were extinct,
as were all wolf species within the state.
Recent studies, however, indicate there
may still be buffalo wolves in northern
Minnesota, Wisconsin, and Upper Michigan. Wolves may also be re-colonizing
some of their former habitat here in North
Dakota.

The Lobo Wolves
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He often took them for walks in the
woods around Kane on the end of a long
chain, and for rides in his automobile. In
the mid 1930s, McCleery wrote a small
book entitled “The Lone Killer,” which
described his training techniques, feeding
programs, and a history of his Lobo wolf
pack. He retired from active medical practice in the early 1930s and devoted the
remainder of his life to the care of his
wolves. His work with wolves received
worldwide recognition.
But in January 1962, with his
health failing and
nearly 41 years
after he adopted
his first wolf,
McCleery sadly
realized that the
wolf pack would
have to be sold.
Ironically, they
were sold and
shipped back west — to the Olympic Peninsula overlooking Directory Bay near the
village of Gardiner, Washington.
But the story doesn’t end there.
Where are the Lobo wolves today? The
Bradford Landmark Society contacted the
North American Wolf Association, based
in Texas, which traced the remnants of
McCleery’s wolf pack to Bateman, Montana, at a survivalist camp. Rumor has it
that there are over 200 wolves located
there, all descendants of the Kane Lobo
wolves, but such numbers cannot be substantiated — and the members of the Montana refuge aren’t divulging any information.
In any case, McCleery’s life-long
work and ambition will long be remembered in this area. His devotion to a nearly
extinct species — the Lobo wolf — and
his successful efforts to bring it back are
truly commendable.

What Happened Next
According to the Encyclopedia of
Frontier Biography, in 1961, McCleery
sold at least 32 wolves (if not more) to
Majorie and Jack Lynch, who moved the
pack to Washington State in 1971 and then
to a town in Montana near Yellowstone
National Park around 1980, at which time
the park officials were worried “that he
might try his own reintroduction pro-
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gram” (p. 891).
Whether or not Lynch did, in fact,
release wolves into the Park prior to the
federal reintroduction program is speculation, but according to Judy Ebbinghaus’s recollections of what she knew
and had heard about Jack Lynch, he was
“a young, talented man, a wanderer, who
came upon the McCleery wolves and
stayed until McCleery died.”
Judy recounts that a friend of hers
named Dave, now deceased, became interested in the Lynch’s and the
wolves: “Locals like Dave knew about
Jack and Marjorie Lynch, and Dave got
their exact address from the postmaster
with the proviso that he, Dave, not tell
the Lynch’s who gave him the information.”
Says Judy, “Montana is fun in that
it’s perfectly legal to pack a gun IF it’s
visible. No permit is needed, and, in fact,
I've seen many driving around with a
pistol on the dashboard or a rifle in the
back seat. So while it was a bit extreme,
the Lynch’s were breaking no law when
they came to greet Dave packing gun
belts. Dave visited several times. On one
of those occasions, Lynch told Dave that
several enclosures of UNtamed wolves
had been left open and the inhabitants
had departed.”
In 1974, Ronald Nowak, taxonomist
for the Fish and Wildlife service, wrote:
“Regardless of taxonomic nomenclature,
and the possibility that some inbreeding
has occurred, (this) group of wolves
[Buffalo wolves] ... contains the genes,
no longer available in the wild, of a kind
of wildlife that had a major role in the
ecology and history of the western United
States. There is no other group of wolves
that is known to have had its primary
genetic origin on the northern Great
Plains and Rocky Mountains of the lower
48” (Encyclopedia of Frontier, p. 891).
Let’s hope the Buffalo Wolf genes
are still drifting around Yellowstone.
“The Dakota Notebook,” written by
Mary Helm, was reprinted with permission.
© 2004 Prairie Public Produced in cooperation with the State Historical Society of North
Dakota, with funding from the North Dakota
Humanities Council, www.prairiepublic.org.
“The Lobo Wolves,” written by Sally
Costik, was reprinted with permission. © The
Bradford Landmark Society, Bradford, PA
www.bradfordlandmark.org/index.php?The%

Puppy Formula
By Pam Thompson

At 4:00 in the morning, it is often
hard to remember which pups have already eaten and which ones still need to
be fed. Remember, this has to be done
24 hours a day, 7 days a week for the
first several weeks of the pup’s life.
If you can leave the pups with the
mother, they still need to be handled
daily in order to socialize them to humans. (Before pups leave your property
they should have at least one and possibly two sets of their puppy shots in order to avoid parvo and other diseases.
Many times puppies may harbor the
virus, and the stress of leaving can trigger it.)
A recommended puppy formula:
One can of goats milk mixed with
an equal amount of Pedialyte (or
water).
3-5 heaping tablespoons plain Danon’s Yogurt. (The yogurt must
have active culture)
1 dropper of Poly-vi-sol baby vitamins (human)
1 package dried Knox Gelatin dissolved in small amount of hot water
1 small jar of beef baby food
(without onions or seasoning)
1 tablespoon white Karo syrup
Variations of this formula include
rice cereal for babies and an egg
yolk, some breeders substitute canine Red Cell for baby vitamins.
(The rice cereal and egg yolk are
usually added after the pups are a
few weeks of age.)
Mix well in blender and refrigerate.
Each pup should be fed two ounces
every two or three hours.
For more information on various puppy
formulas, visit Pam Thompson’s website: http://www.wolfdogbasics.com
/breeders_&_breeding.htm
20Lobo%20Wolves.
Special acknowledgements go out to
several people, especially Judy Ebbinghaus
and Mike Eisenfeld for their valuable time,
research and input, and to the Wolfdogz
Yahoo Group, where a discussion about
Buffalo Wolves originally began.
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The Guessing Game
Try to guess the mix and content of these canines.
Answers on page 11

A
B

Menu please

You mean everyone doesn’t sleep like this?

D

C
Come on-a my house

Cat!!! What cat?

F

E

DOGS!!! What dogs?

DOGS! CATS! HMMM! How about WOLF!
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US Department of the Interior: Summary of
the Delisting Rule of the Gray Wolf
ACTION: Final rule. 1
SUMMARY: The U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service (Service, we or us), hereby establishes a distinct population segment (DPS)
of the gray wolf (Canis lupus) in the
Northern Rocky Mountains (NRM) of the
United States (U.S.) and removes this DPS
from the List of Endangered and Threatened Wildlife.
The NRM gray wolf DPS encompasses the
eastern one-third of Washington and Oregon, a small part of north-central Utah,
and all of Montana, Idaho, and Wyoming.
Based on the best scientific and commercial data available, the NRM DPS is no
longer an endangered or threatened species
pursuant to the Endangered Species Act of
1973, as amended (Act) (16 U.S.C. 1531
et seq.). The NRM DPS has exceeded its
biological recovery goals, and all threats in
the foreseeable future have been sufficiently reduced or eliminated.

The States of Idaho (2002) and Montana (2003) adopted State laws and management plans that meet the requirements
of the Act and will conserve a recovered
wolf population into the foreseeable future. In 2007, following a change in State
law, Wyoming drafted and approved a
revised wolf management plan (Wyoming
2007).
We have determined that this plan
meets the requirements of the Act as providing adequate regulatory protections to
conserve Wyoming’s portion of a recovered wolf population into the foreseeable
future. Our determination is conditional
upon the 2007 Wyoming wolf management law (W.S. 11-6-302 et seq. and 231-101, et seq. in House Bill 0213) being
fully in effect and the wolf management
plan being legally authorized by Wyoming statutes. If the law is not in effect
(discussed in more detail below) within
20 days from the date of this publication,

we will withdraw this final rule and replace it with an alternate final rule that
removes the Act’s protections throughout
all of the DPS, except 2 the significant
portion of the gray wolf’s range in northwestern Wyoming outside the National
Parks.
DATES: This rule becomes effective [To
BE INSERTED 30 DAYS AFTER FEDERAL REGISTER PUB. DATE].
ADDRESSES: This final rule is available at http://www.regulations.gov.

Guessing Game Answers
A. Low-No Husky Mix
B. Pure Alaskan Malamute
C. Low-No Inuit Dog
D. Low-No German Shepherd Dog
E. Savannah cat
F. Pure Wolf
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