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By National Animal Interest Alliance

"Animal guardian." It sounds innocent
enough. Animal rights activists all across America
are lobbying to change local laws so that pet
owners become "guardians." The idea, they say, is
to remind people that they are responsible for the
animals in their care. But the agenda behind the
guardian movement is to give animals legal
standing to sue veterinarians, their owners, and
others and to eventually end animal ownership
altogether.
Children need guardians. Pets need owners.
FLA Directors
Referring to dog owners as "guardians" means that
people who buy dogs do NOT own them.
Guardians care for the property of someone else.
Mayo Wetterberg, President
Kim Miles, Vice President
So, who will own pets if everyone is a guardian?
Andrea Bannon
The STATE?
Jill Parker
Animal rights activists don't believe pets
Joan Ford
should be property. They reject the idea that
human beings should have control over an
animal's care, housing and training. The People for
Inside This Issue: the Ethical Treatment of Animals (PETA’s)
Statement on Companion Animals says that
1 animals should live their lives "free of human
The Secret Agenda
interference" as "part of the ecological scheme."
Ingrid Newkirk, PETA's co-founder, called pet
2 ownership "…an absolutely abysmal situation
FLA Acknowledgements
brought on by human manipulation."
NAIA strongly opposes the concept of legal
3
From the Desks of . . .
guardianship for pets. Here's why: Changing the
law so that pets are no longer property is really the
2009 FLA Rendezvous
4 first step in the animal rights campaign to give
Schedule of Events
animals the legal status of human beings.
Think about the practical consequences of
giving
human legal rights to animals:
Q & A Session: Wolfdogs 5
* It will clog courts with frivolous cases
brought by animal rights extremists on behalf
What To Do When Animal
of dogs, cats and other pets.
8
Control Comes Knocking
* It will harm animals by creating confusion
about who is responsible for their care.
The Guessing Game
10
* It will make veterinary care so expensive that
many animals will not receive it or will be
Book Review
prematurely euthanized.
Dog Man: An Uncommon
*
It will lead to increasingly restrictive animal
11
Life on a Far Away Mouncare laws and regulations.
tain
* It will limit the right of individuals to buy
and sell pets as they choose.
FLA Membership Applica12
The animal rights campaign to end pet
tion

ownership is contrary to everything we know
about American society. Americans believe in
property ownership, and we own millions of
pets. According to the American Pet Products
Manufacturers Association, 62% of American
households own at least one pet and 47% own
more than one. These pet owners spend an
estimated $30 billion annually on their dogs,
cats, fish, birds, rodents and reptiles because they
love their animals, and want to provide the best
possible care for them.
Most pet owners consider their pets part of
the family, but they also know that legal
ownership makes them directly and legally
responsible for pet care, protects pets from
confiscation without cause, and preserves their
rights to feed, house, train, care for and interact
with their pets in ways that strengthen the
human-animal bond.
Scientific research has confirmed the value
of that bond to humans and animals alike. NAIA
strongly supports laws that preserve our right to
own pets, recognize acceptable animal care
practices based on sound veterinary science,
clearly define animal cruelty and neglect, and
hold animal owners fully accountable for animal
welfare violations.
In the animal rights view, that's not enough.
Wayne Pacelle, vice president of the Humane
Society of the US, once said, "We have no
problem with the extinction of domestic animals
… one generation and out."
Another animal rights group said in a 1991
article, "Liberating our language by eliminating
the word ‘pet’ is the first step…In an ideal
society where all exploitation and oppression has
been eliminated, it will be (our) policy to oppose
the keeping of animals as pets."*
The next time you hear animal rights
activists calling for a guardianship change in
local laws, pay close attention. Your right to own
a pet could be at stake.
* New Jersey Animal Rights Alliance, "Should Dogs Be
Kept As Pets? NO!" Good Dog! Feb. 1991.

Reprinted with permission by National Animal
Interest Alliance (NAIA). Copyright © 2009 NAIA.
Visit NAIA at www.naiaonline.org.
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Letters, advertisements, and articles do not necessarily
reflect the views of FLA. We welcome all comments,
advertisements, and articles but require that they are signed
and include a phone number and address (which will remain
unpublished if the author states in writing). FLA and the
Editor reserve the right to edit any material submitted for
publication in the Florida Lupine News.

Florida Lupine Association

A 501(c)(3) Non-Profit Organization
EIN: 59-3586075
Dedicated to Being Florida’s
Responsible Voice for Wolfdogs

FLA Acknowledgements

Letters, Advertisements &
Pictures are to be sent to

Special thanks to those who provided
donations and/or contributed
to FLA this quarter:

Joan Ford, Editor
7217 SW 85 Terrace
Gainesville, FL 32608
Phone: (352) 376 - 2083

•

E-Mail: editor@floridalupine.org

•

All submissions will become property of
Florida Lupine unless accompanied by a SASE.

•

Contributions, Dues, & Questions
about FLA are to be sent to
Florida Lupine Association, Inc.
P.O. Box 142
Crescent City, FL 32112
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•

•

National Animal Interest Alliance for the article
"The Secret Agenda"
Kim for her article "Q & A: Wolfdogs" and for
her on-going and valuable contributions to the
formatting of the FLA Newsletter
All who contributed pictures for The Guessing
Game
The Animal Dog Owners Association for
reprint permission of its newsletter article
"What To Do When Animal Control Comes
Knocking"
Monty Sloan for his Wolf Story series

E-Mail: info@floridalupine.org
If sending snail mail,
please allow 2-3 weeks for a reply.

Florida Lupine Association
2008
2008--2009
Directors & Officers
Mayo Wetterberg, President

All original art, photos, drawings, articles and other material
within this Newsletter are Copyright© and are the property of
FLA, Inc., except where otherwise indicated and credited.

ADVERTISEMENT INFORMATION
Pricing Information:
1/8 Page: $5.00
1/2 Page: $20.00

1/4 Page: $10.00
Full Page: $50.00

*Photos: $5.00 Processing Fee for each photo

Kim Miles, Vice President

No Breeder Advertisements Allowed;
Kennel Names & Kennels May be Advertised

Andrea Bannon, Treasurer

(All submissions will become property of Florida Lupine unless accompanied by a SASE)

Jill Parker, Secretary

Deadlines for Submission:

Joan Ford, Editor

Spring NL: March 31
Summer NL: June 30

Fall NL: Sept. 30
Winter NL: Dec. 31
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From the Desk of the President

From the Desk of the Secretary

By Mayo Wetterberg

By Jill Parker

Spring is here, another Winter season is past, it’s
puppy time, and time to look forward to the FLA Spring
Rendezvous. We all know the economy is horrible, but
the rendezvous may be a bright spot and a chance to
gather and enjoy being with other wolfdog lovers. I hope
to see as many of you as possible there to talk about the
things that are affecting wolfdogs and owners in Florida.
In addition to the proposed FWC rule changes, there
are several proposed legislative bills that could affect
wolfdogs. Although none of the proposed bills directly list
wolfdogs, they contain language that could be applied to
wolfdogs along with other breeds. The fact that there are
several initiatives testing the legislative waters is not a
good sign, and collectively we need to be on the alert for
a feel good bill sliding through only to regret it later. Part
of this year’s rendezvous will be devoted to talking about
these potential bills and what their status is. Even though
this is our annual business and membership meeting,
and has a serious side in the discussion topics, there will
be plenty of socializing and fun.
We have a full agenda for the rendezvous, highlighted by the fun dog show in the morning. This has always been a favorite event and the turnout has been full
of great looking wolfdogs in the past years. Last year we
had probably our largest number of puppies ever and
there was no shortage of fuzzballs to play with. We will
also have our wolf item auction led by our slightly famous auctioneer Tom McCarthy and his more than capable assistant Jill Parker. So if you have any wolf relics
that you would like to donate, we will recycle them and
raise funds for FLA at the same time. And the more
items we have, the better Tom’s voice and wit become.
We have already started getting food item responses
in our members' list and if the past is any indication, the
Saturday night pot luck promises lots of food and fun. So
make your plans now and come join us for a weekend of
wolfdogs, fun, and great people.

The 2009 FLA Rendezvous will be held May 1-3. We
are in need of more volunteers for the Rendezvous. We
need people to assist with the following duties: the auction; the initial set up Friday night and Saturday morning;
the welcome — meeting and greeting attendees and directing them
where to go; the registration table;
the Dog Show; the raffle; the preparation for the meals; etc. If you are
willing to volunteer for any of the numerous tasks involved, please contact any of the Board at
info@floridalupine.org.
You can view the cabins and
resort at www.parramores.com. An
added bonus is that Parramores is
on the St. John’s River and has boat slips and fishing
boat rentals available. Several of the cabins are overlooking the river. There is also a swimming pool for registered guests. Reservations can be made by calling
(800) 516-2386. Day trippers are always welcome. I’ve
added directions below.
If you know of anyone who wishes to learn more
about FLA or wolfdogs, please have them contact us
Info@floridalupine.org. FLA offers the following special
info packets: (1) safe containment for wolfdogs, (2) being
a responsible breeder, (3) finding an ethical breeder, (4)
breed-specific legislation information, and (5) sample
puppy sales contracts with spay/neuter clauses. These
packets are free.

From the Desk of the Treasurer
By Andrea Bannon

Spring has arrived and thoughts are turning to the FLA
Rendezvous, I am hoping we will see many of our members and friends again this year.
This is also the time of year we need to be thinking
about possible disasters. Many of our members live in
fire, flood, and hurricane prone areas. Even in these economically hard times it is vital for all FLA members to
band together in support of one another by renewing
memberships and making donations to the disaster relief
fund.
Last year we were able to provide some relief for two
of our members. Hopefully, none will have the need this
year but we must be prepared. Monies donated to this
fund are never used for any other purpose; no matter

DIRECTIONS from I-75:
Take Exit 354 (US27)
Go East 3 miles to US301/441
Turn right & go 1/2 mile (SR40)
Turn right and go 40 miles to Astor
Follow signs on to Riley Pridgeon Road and Parramore’s Resort

DIRECTIONS from I-95:
Take Exit 268 (SR40)
Go West 26 miles to Astor
Follow signs on to Riley Pridgeon Road
and Parramore’s Resort
how large or small the donation, it adds up and is greatly
appreciated especially by the members who have been
on the receiving end of your generosity.
I hope everyone will make a special effort to attend
the 2009 Rendezvous and donate any items you can for
the auction. Remember FLA belongs to us all and we are
what make it a great organization.
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FLA 2009 Rendezvous — Schedule of Events
DATE/TIME

EVENT

OTHER INFORMATION

Friday: 1 May 2009
7:30 PM-Until

FLA Cookout

A time to mingle and share an evening of eating (food & sodas
provided by FLA) and storytelling.

(Pavilion)

Setup

Saturday: 2 May 2009
8:00 AM-9:00 AM

(Meet at Pavilion)

Saturday:
9:00 AM-10:00 AM

Registration, Lunch Orders &
Breakfast

Saturday:
10:00 AM-10:15 AM
Saturday:
10:15 AM-12:00 PM

(Registration Booth & Pavilion)

Welcome
(Dog Show Booth)

Dog Show
(Dog Show Booth)

Catered Lunch

Saturday:
12:00 AM-1:00 PM

(Pavilion)

Saturday:
1:00 PM-1:45 PM

Discussion – Legislation & FWC
Update

Saturday:
1:45 PM-2:15 PM
Saturday:
2:15 PM-2:30 PM
Saturday:
2:30 PM-3:30 PM
Saturday:
3:30 PM-3:45 PM
Saturday:
3:45 PM-4:45 PM
Saturday:
6:30 PM-until
Sunday: 3 May 2009
9:00 AM-10:00 AM
Group Pictures

(Pavilion)

FLA Annual Business Meeting
(Pavilion)

Volunteers help to set up breakfast, tables and chairs; Registration Booth; Dog Show Booth; etc.
Complimentary continental breakfast. Sign in & order lunch
(before 10:30) at Registration Booth. Take dog photos & sign up
for Dog Show at Dog Show Booth.
President’s Comments
Enter wolfdogs into Dog Show at Dog Show Booth. Categories
focus on training, conformation, behavior, etc. (Non-members
pay $15 entry fee per dog.)
Lunch catered by O’Briens. (Place your order & provide payment
at Registration Booth by 10:30 am.)
FLA Directors host meeting about wolfdog legislation. Focus is
on Florida; however, legislation is sweeping the country. What
can you do?
Election of FLA Officers. Discussion of FLA Disaster Relief Fund
and its significance for FLA members & wolfdog owners. Discuss
expanding FLA.

Break / Set up for Auction

Move tables and set up for auction.

Auction & Raffle Drawing
(Pavilion)

Fundraising events: Please help us to help wolfdogs and their
owners; bring an item to the auction!!

Break / Collect Auction Money

Pay auction totals. Set up for Dog Show awards & photos.

Dog Show Winners (Awards & Photos)

Awards (ribbons & trophies) handed out to and photos taken of
Dog Show winners.

(Pavilion)

Dinner, Bonfire & Socializing
(Pavilion)

Breakfast, Pictures, Pack up &
Check-out
(Pavilion & Alligator Haven Deck, near
check-in)

People need to bring a potluck dinner item. Please contact FLA
at info@floridalupine.org and let us know what you can bring so
we do not duplicate.
We hope you enjoyed your weekend!
Have a safe trip home and we’ll see you next year...
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Q & A Session: Wolfdogs
By Kim Miles
I engaged in a rather interesting online
discussion with another individual who asked
a series of questions about wolfdogs. Joan, the
FLA editor, was privy to the “conversation”
between us and asked if she could include the
Q & A session in the FLA Newsletter. As you
can see, I gave her permission to do so.
While my outlook might differ from others’ (and that is to be expected), the following
are some of my personal views based upon my
own personal experiences and knowledge of
wolfdogs. The questions cover issues dealing
with domestication, ownership, breeding, legislation, etc.

Are wolfdogs domestic?
Some wolfdogs are domesticated and some
are not. Those more recently removed from
wolf (e.g., F1 and F2) are not "domesticated" in
the scientific sense of the word (i.e., neotenized), but they are tamed and some may
very well be in the process of being domesticated if we are talking about animals who
have spent generations in captivity and those
who have been selective bred for temperament
— which is, after all, how we create a domesticated animal. Many of the F4 and F5 (or
greater) wolfdogs are, for the most part, little
more than domesticated dogs.
To clarify, the F number of a wolfdog is the
filial number and refers to how many generations the animal is removed from pure wolf. An
F1 is one generation removed from wolf, so
one parent is a wolf. An F3 is three generations removed from a wolf, so at least one
great grandparent is a wolf — and that is the
most recent wolf in that animal’s line.
Then we also have the percentage (or content) factor (98% vs. 5%) to take into consideration. Higher percentage wolfdogs are typically
not going to be as “domesticated” as lower content animals. But both the content and F number need to be considered when we look at the
domestication of wolfdogs. Some wolfdogs
might be domestic and some might not. One

cannot make a blanket statement that
would be applicable to all wolfdogs.

Should wolfdog breeding be regulated? If not, then how do we avoid
the truly bad situations involving
wolfdogs?
This is a tough one. We do have a problem with wolfdog (and all animal) breeding,
but I'm of the political belief that we should
have less, not more, government involvement. We have existing laws that are not
enforced, yet we as a society appear gung
ho to keep producing more and more legislation when we often do not enforce existing legislation. I, personally, don't want the
government telling me what I can and can't
do for every little thing. I would like to retain most of my freedoms — and one of the
freedoms we still have in this country is the
right to be stupid and irresponsible. I don't
think you can legislate that.
How do we avoid bad breeding? One
way is to enforce the legislation we do have.
We could put many of the puppy mills out of
business for violation of the Animal Welfare
Act and Regulations. If they went out of
business, the pet stores would quit promoting the sale of puppy mill animals. Another
way is to enforce laws against fraud, legally
punishing those who intentionally sell misrepresented animals, conning the public
with little more than mixed breed dogs that
would normally be given away free to a
good home.
In many places, there are laws that require kennel licenses for those who are
more than hobby breeders. Those licenses
should have limitations (e.g., it's illegal to
breed more than 10 or 20 or whatever number of animals a year — something that
would address milling). This isn't something I've given a great amount of thought
to (or have a lot of knowledge of) since I'm
not a breeder, so I'm more thinking out loud
than offering any specific solutions.
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Should ownership be regulated? If not,
how do we avoid the truly bad situations of wolfdog ownership?
Again, I'm not one for more government involvement, so I say no, wolfdogs should not be
regulated. I have often said I liked Florida’s existing law of regulating any wolfdog over 75%
wolf. It keeps most of the animals in this state
at a manageable percentage for Johnny Q. Public. Most of the wolfodgs coming into rescue are
mid contents or low contents, so that, too, is a
good thing. They are not as difficult to place
into new homes, and they typically do not have
some of the same requirement needs that most
high contents do (e.g., containment).
As for the truly bad situations (e.g., animal
abuse, inadequate containment causing escapes, fraudulent advertising, etc.) existing
laws should be enforced, as I stated earlier. It is
foolish to create more laws to address the failure of enforcing existing laws.
Also, if more people in the wolfdog circles
knew about the bad situations, it might result
in enough peer pressure on the individuals to
prompt them to correct the problems. That
could be a pipe dream, but maybe not. We
wouldn’t know until we tried it. The problem is
getting the majority of wolfdog owners on the
“same page.”

Is a USDA permit required to own or
breed wolfdogs?
No, a USDA permit is not necessary for
owning wolfdogs. The USDA does not regulate
wolfdogs. In fact, their public stance on wolfdogs it that they are domestic animals.
A few years ago, the USDA were going to approve the rabies vaccine for wolfdogs in Docket
No. 99-040-1. This docket proposed the recognition of canine biologicals (i.e., vaccines) currently for use in dogs as also being effective in
wolves and wolf/dog crosses.
Pressure from the Humane Society of the
United States and the American Veterinary
Medical Association squashed that idea, unfortunately. The upshot is that USDA is not averse
to wolfdog ownership nor does it wish to engage in wolfdog regulation, recognizing wolfdogs as dogs rather than as wolves.
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How is a wolfdog different from a
regular dog?
In some cases there is little difference.
In some cases, there is a significant amount
of difference. Much depends upon the level
of domestication (or neotenization), as I
mentioned earlier. Dogs are domesticated
wolves; they are neotenized, which means
that the maturation of the animal has been
halted in the juvenile state, making them
much more docile and tractable. To explain
this in simplistic terms, I usually use the
following analogy.
When people ask me how a wolfdog is
different from a dog, I typically focus on
dogs and wolves to clarify wolfdogs. I tell
them that a dog is like having a 12-year-old
and a wolf is like having a 30-year-old because domestication is a maturation
(neotenization) issue. The 12-year-old is
easier to manage and not as intelligent or
independent. The 30-year-old is not as easy
to manage because it is much more independent and intelligent. While you can expect the 12-year-old to do what you say
most of the time, the 30-year-old will do
what you want only if it feels like it. The 30year-old is able to think for itself and does
not need the affirmation or guidance that
the 12-year-old requires. A wolfdog is a mix
of the two and can be anywhere in between;
much depends on the filial number, percentage (or content), breeding, and environment of the wolfdog.
Another rather obvious difference between wolfdogs and dogs is the size of all
wolfdogs in relation to the size of various
dog breeds. For example, wolfdogs are quite
different from Cocker Spaniels by virtue of
their size. Like a German Shepherd, Mastiff, or Scottish Deerhound, a wolfdog is a
large canine, and if it were to bite someone,
it could do some serious damage. Smaller
dogs like Cocker Spaniels do not have the
same potential for damage if they were
to bite someone because of the smaller jaw,
teeth, and muscle strength in their jaws.
That is why more diligent care is needed
when owning a large canine like a Shepherd or wolfdog than when owning a small
dog. I addressed the physical size of the
canine above, so now let's look at personality and how the personality of a wolfdog
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may differ from the personality of a dog. Different breeds of dogs have certain traits that
are specific to their breeds. Because wolfdogs
are not technically a breed, it is a little bit
harder to pinpoint any specific characteristics.
Instead, a wolfdog can exhibit traits that are
consistent with a Malamute or a Husky or a
German Shepherd or a wolf or any combination of the above and/or whatever else might
be in the mix. Wolfdogs can be docile and tractable like some dogs, or they can be skittish
like other (or unsocialized) dogs, or they can
be aggressive like other dogs. For the most
part, I have encountered very few aggressive
wolfdogs. In fact, if I were to use one adjective
to describe wolfdogs’ behavior it would that
they are somewhat “aloof” (i.e., somewhat reserved), which is also a typical German Shepherd trait.

If wolfdog and dd are conspecific than
why not just call them dogs?
I’ve never had this question asked of me
because the person asking questions usually
had no clue what conspecific meant. The arctic
wolf Canis lupus arctos and the tundra wolf
Canis lupus tundrarum are also conspecific.
They are different based upon geographical
range and slight morphological (physical) differences such as shorter ears, etc. The geography would be irrelevant for wolfdogs and dogs,
but certain physiological and morphological
differences would be present for a while — until the animal just became a domestic
dog. Other than that, I can't think of another
reason why wolfdogs should not be called
dogs. Interesting question.

Is it a good idea to breed wolfdogs?
I don't really like the wording here, so I'll
answer this question in my own way. People
who breed animals (cats, dogs, horses, snakes,
etc.) should have some knowledge of the animal or breed they are breeding, and they
should be breeding in an attempt to better that
animal’s or breed’s line. They should also have
some knowledge of genetics so that they can
further insure that they are producing quality
animals. I would hate to see people throw
Buffy and Muffy together simply because they
are in know and have researched the lines
(including testing their animals to affirm that
they are breeding good, quality stock with no

PAGE 7

inheritable illnesses) and if they desire to
improve the lines, then I have no problem
with breeding.
But when people don't know what the
hell they are doing, throw their own animals together with no more thought than to
make a buck, and have a throw-away mentality (i.e., they think that once the animal is
gone, it’s no longer their responsibility),
that's when I have a problem with breeding
(or with the breeders, to be more specific).
The breeders I respect the most are the
ones that test their animals or know what
the line produces (this is something only an
established breeder can do through trial
and error) and produce quality animals in
an attempt to improve the line or “breed.”
More importantly, though, I have the utmost
respect for those breeders who take back
the animals they have produced should they
come into rescue. I think breeders have an
ethical responsibility to the animals they
produce. If the buyer can no longer keep the
animal that the breeder sold to him or her
two years ago or five years ago (for whatever reason), those breeders who actively
participate in the rehoming of the animal
(taking it back or finding a new home for it)
are to be commended. We have a huge problem with overpopulation of canines and the
euthanization of canines because of our
throw-away society, so it is good to see
breeders who assume responsibility for
what they produce.
To clarify, though, I do not think breeders should be responsible for their downlines — those animals produced by another
breeder further down the line; for example,
if I bred my two animals and sold a pup out
of the litter to John Doe and then John Doe
bred and produced a litter, I should not be
accountable for any of the animals John
Doe produced. I believe that the breeder
who created the animal is ultimately responsible for that animal if the animal’s
placement with its new owner did not work
out and the animal needs “rescuing” and
“rehoming.”
Copyright @ 2009, Kim Miles, Board
Member, Florida Lupine Association
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WHAT TO DO WHEN ANIMAL CONTROL COMES KNOCKING
By George J. Eigenhauser Jr.
ANTI-DOG ENFORCEMENT
What Every Dog Owner Needs to Know:

Dog owners and ethical breeders are increasingly
being targeted. Disgruntled neighbors may retaliate
against dog owners, and many other reasons drive complaints and anti-dog enforcement action, which many
times may be conducted illegally. The following text
outlines methods of inquiry and enforcement that may
be used by local officials in an attempt to enforce ordinances in your community and suggested techniques of
response. These techniques are entirely legal and based
upon the rights of citizens as stated by the US Constitution. No breeder or rescuer wants to have Animal Control come knocking on the door ... but, if they do, it will
help if you know what your options are. Remember,
Animal Control is law enforcement. They are bound by
the same Constitution as any other government agency.
To protect yourself, you need to know your rights.
These vary slightly one jurisdiction to another, but some
general principles apply. One rule applies
everywhere: NEVER physically resist an officer.
When Animal Control is At Your Door:
1. Do not let them in, no matter how much they
ask. Animal Control generally cannot enter your home
without a warrant, or without your permission. While
regular police can enter in emergency situations when
human life is at risk (i.e., they hear gunshots or a scream
inside), there are few, if any, situations in which Animal
Control can enter your home without a warrant. Simply
tell them (very politely) they may not come in.
2. If you let them in, anything they find in "plain
sight" can be used against you. In some circumstances, Animal Control officers , unable to find a legitimate reason to make an arrest, have reported building or
zoning violations. This may include caging you attached
to a wall without a building permit, that extra outlet in
the puppy room, having more pets than allowed by zoning, even extension cords in violation of fire codes! No
matter how clean your kennel, if they want to find a violation ... they will.
3. Do not talk to them from an open doorway.
Step outside and close (lock it, if possible) the
door behind you. This is necessary because:
A) Anything they see through the open door is
in "plain sight" and may be the basis for an arrest or
probable cause for a search warrant.
B) If they make an arrest or even feel threatened, they are usually permitted to search for weapons
in your immediate area. Do you keep a baseball bat behind the front door for your

protection? Even if you don't, once they step inside to
look, they are in your home and may continue to search.
C) It is hard not to be intimidated by someone in
authority. Some animal control is even done by local police, who carry guns. It is easy for them to get "in your
face", causing you to back up into your home. Once you
go in, it will be interpreted as an invitation to follow.
4. If they claim to have a warrant, demand to see
it. In general, a search warrant must be signed
by a judge. A warrant to search your home for dogs does
NOT include an inventory of your jewelry box. A warrant to search your kennel in the garage or in the barn
does not include a search of your home.
5. In some locations, dog owners may have obtained special "breeder or rescue permits" that
stipulate that Animal Control has your permission to enter your kennel at any time. If you have signed such a
permit, they still cannot enter against your wishes since
you can revoke permission at any time. However, if you
refuse permission, it may allow them to cancel your permit, so you have to weigh the consequences.
6. WARNING -- anyone in lawful possession of
the premises may be able to give permission for a
search. Make sure your roommate, babysitter, dog sitter,
housekeeper, etc. know they should NEVER let animal
control into your home or on your property (i.e., backyard, garage, barn, etc.).
How to Handle Questions:
1. Don't answer any questions beyond identifying
yourself for the officer. Anything you say to the officer
in your defense cannot be used in court (hearsay). Anything you say that is harmful to you will be used in court
(confessions are not considered hearsay). You cannot
win except by remaining silent.
2. Be polite, but firm. Do not argue, bad-mouth,
curse, threaten, or try to intimidate the officer.
3 Do not lie to an officer; however, it is NOT a lie to
exercise your right to remain silent.
4. Keep your hands in plain sight. People have been
shot by police when common objects, such as a wallet,
were mistaken for a gun.
5. Do not touch the officer in any way. Do not physically resist an officer, no matter how unlawful his or her
actions.
6. Don't try to tell your side of the story; it cannot
help.
7. Do not threaten the officer that you plan to file a
complaint for their actions.
8. If the questioning persists, demand to speak to a
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lawyer first. Repeat as necessary.
Gathering The Facts:
1. Get the name and badge number of each officer involved. If he/she does not volunteer this information, ask.
2. Ask the name of the agency they represent. Different agencies have different enforcement responsibilities.
3. Ask why they are there. Request factual basis of the
complaint and complainant's identity.
4. If they have other people with them (HSUS, press,
etc.), get names and organizations for all present.
5. Note names & addresses of any witnesses to the encounter.
6. If you are physically injured by an officer, take photographs of injuries immediately, but do not forego proper
medical treatment as soon as possible.
7. Write down all information, as well as date and time
of incident, immediately while details are still fresh in your
mind.
8. If your rights are violated, file a complaint with the
appropriate body.
If You Are Arrested:
1. REMAIN SILENT -- answer no questions until you
have consulted with a lawyer.
2. DON'T EXPLAIN ANYTHING -- you will have
time for explanations after you talk to your
lawyer.
3. They must allow you a phone call (for calling a lawyer or to arrange bail) within a reasonable amount of time.
They are NOT allowed to listen to your phone call to your
attorney, but may "monitor" the rooms for "your protection". Do not say anything you do not want overheard;
save that until after you are out on bail.
Telephone Inquiries or Threats:
You may receive telephone inquiries concerning the
number of dogs you own and whether any dogs or puppies
are for sale.
Other questions may also be asked. Your response
should be to inquire "Are you interested in a puppy?" If the
answer is "yes", ask for the person's name and phone number. Suggest that you or a responsible breeder will contact
that person at a more convenient time for you. If the answer is friendly and genuinely inquisitive, invite the person
to look at your puppies.
If you are asked, "What is the price of your pups?"
simply say that puppies of this breed are being sold for
between "X" and "Y" dollars. NEVER say that you are
selling them.
If you are asked, "Are these your puppies?" you should
ask, "Why do you want to know?"
If conversation indicates the person represents County
Clerk's Office or other official body, ask for:
--- Full name, title & phone number
--- Agency's full name and address
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--- Supervisor's full name and phone number
--- Nature of inquiry (what it is about)
--- Why the inquiry is being made
--- How your name and phone number were obtained
--- Ask that all future questions from that agency be
submitted in writing
Preventative Measures:
1. Always keep your kennel clean and take good
care of your animals.
2. Consider a PO Box or other address for business
cards and advertisements. Keep descriptions of your
location general (i.e., Southern California, rather than
the name of the city where you live).
The internet can provide anonymity for initial contacts.
You can even buy a "remote prefix" to get a number
from a nearby community forwarded to your phone or
to a voice mail. Avoid local newspaper classifieds, they
are often monitored.
3. Screen any potential puppy buyers carefully.
Always be alert that they may be Animal Control or
even Animal Rights working under cover.
4. Don't allow strangers into your home until you
have screened them.
5. Be fair and honest in all of your dealings, and be
on good terms with your neighbors. Most animal control contacts are complaint-driven. Some complaints
may arise as harassment by people with unrelated
grievances against you. It may be a disgruntled dog
buyer or a cranky neighbor who does not like you parking in front of his house.
6. Anything about you that can be observed in
"plain sight" from the street or sidewalk can become
probable cause for a warrant. Even areas on your property open to visitors can be dangerous. Be aware of
which areas of your home and property are visible from
the outside and plan accordingly.
7. If you are confronted by Animal Control and
turn them away, assume they will be back. Use the time
available to make sure everything is clean and presentable. If you are over the limit on the number of pets,
find friends who can provide temporary shelter for your
dogs.
Whatever you do, stay calm and keep your wits
about you.
Just say "NO", no matter what threats or promises of leniency they make.
When in doubt, SAY NOTHING, and speak to a
lawyer ASAP.
(Mr Eigenhauser is an attorney at law licensed in the State of
California since 1979 and practices in the areas of civil litigation
and estate planning.)
Permission to reprint and crosspost is granted. From the Animal Dog
Owners Association (ADOA) Newsletter, June, 2008
http://www.angelfire.com/fl/alaturka/images/AnimalControl.pdf.
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The Guessing Game
Try to guess the content and/or mix of these canines.
Answers on page 11

A

A

B

C

D

E
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Dog Man: An Uncommon Life on a Faraway
Mountain
By Martha Sherrill, The Penguin Press, 2008

A Review by Joan E. Ford

"There are mountain villages and green valleys
throughout Japan. And very few people live in them. The
[urban areas] buzz with life…. But far away the snow
country world moves quietly, almost forgotten except in a
dream. This is the story of that dream. It’s about one man’s
devotion to a place and way of being, however
preposterous it may seem to others, and how he gently and
not so gently steers his life there." These are the opening
lines of journalist Martha Sherrill’s book. The man she
alludes to is Morie Sawataisha. and her account is of how
he came to devote most of his life to saving the Akita dog
from virtual extinction.
Sherrill’s writing is a blend of lyrical phrasing,
especially as she describes the northern regions of Japan,
and more prosaic renderings of a day in the life of the
mountain people, but her attention never veers far from
Sawataisha, who lived near the town of Akita, and his
struggles to perfect the Akita breed Ironically, he was 39
years old before, when on a hunch, he acquired his first
dog, a dog called simply Dog or No Name. At the time,
not only was the dog not revered — it was much more
fashionable to own a German Shepherd dog — but also
the Akita was hardly a breed at all; rather it was
considered a country dog, with no particular standard. As
Sherrill says, "It never really mattered what the dog looked
like."
Moreover, there had been a great deal of crossbreeding with other dogs, particularly the German
Shepherds. It would be decades before a standard for the
Japanese Akita would be established: "the result was a
smaller, more finely featured Akita that those in America
and elsewhere…. The stout bodies, bear-shaped heads, and
shepherd faces were gone too.” (A bit of irony: the
American Kennel Club does not recognize the Japanese
Akita!)
But, as you will see, this modern standard was not the
one Sawataisha had on his mind thirty-five years earlier, as

Bits and Pieces from Monty Sloan’s Wolf Stories:
Molecular and Evolutionary History of Melanism in
North American Gray Wolves: This study looks at the questions of what role hybridization eons ago between dogs and
wolves may have resulted in the essentially rare black wolf.
The Wolves in Nature Project: "Wolves in nature (WIN)
is a research and educational project with the purpose of
investigating the role of a top predator, the gray wolf (Canis
Lupus), in structuring ecological communities."
To receive important wolf-related stories and news, you
can subscribe to Monty’s free list by writing him at wolfpark@aol.com and ask to be added to his wolf stories list.
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his search was for something more undefinable.
As Sawataisha slowly began to examine the Akita,
and when, after WWII, a friend gave him a pup, he
realized that certain traits and qualities were, for him, the
foundation of the "perfect" Akita. This pup was named
by Sawataisha’s wife, Kitako, a university-educated
woman raised in Tokyo, whose adjustment to the sakidrinking man and countrified conditions of the mountain
villages and town was as daunting as her husband’s
years of breeding his ideal Akita were pleasurable.
Kitako believed that every dog should have a
name and she chose
or Three Good Lucks.
Sawataisha was
looking for more than the
physical characteristics, the visuals: “What you could
see with your eyes, or feel with your hands—those
things were easy.” His search was for “inner qualities”;
and Three Good Lucks had these qualities: he had spirit
and disposition or kisko. Sawataisha explained it thus:
"These inner qualities are less easy to pinpoint, but you
can see them if you look carefully in a dog’s eyes—and
study a dog’s reaction to the world."
For the rest of his life, Sawataisha shaped his
breeding program, even when given a growling,
snapping, filth-covered dog named Victory Princess,
who became, after frequent washings, "the most glorious
white dog he’d ever seen." Rewarded with treats for
good behaviour, Princess became a beloved member of
his Akita family.
After the war ended, it seemed that every one was a
dog breeder, capitalizing on the GIs’ infatuation with
Akita-looking dogs. Fortunately, Sawataisha had a
decent job in post-war Japan because when it came to
selling his dogs to strangers or accepting money for a
puppy, he couldn’t bring himself to do so: "something
inside him was revolted" by the idea.
Raising well over 100 dogs, he strove to restore the
original Akita "look." In this endeavor, he fulfilled his
dream over his long lifetime. Both he and his wife were
still working with the dogs when Sawataisha died in
2008 at 92, forever revered as the "Savior of Japan’s
Akita Samurai dog."

The Guessing Game Answers:
A. Reported to be: Mid content Malamute mix

B. Reported to be: Almost pure very high content
C. Reported to be: Low content
D. Extinct Tasmanian Wolf. The Tasmanian Wolf's
Latin name, Thylacinus cynocephalus, meaning
"pouched dog with wolf head."

E. Reported to be: Pure wolf
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