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Basic hygiene is a must for your
wolfdog. It prevents many medical problems and your wolfdog deserves the care
and concern for his welfare. Since he
cannot pick up his own poop nor wash
his own bowl, you will have to do that for
him.
Enclosures
Pick up stools, clean up debris, and
fill in holes.
Basic Cleanliness
Unless your enclosure is very large
and approaching a quarter acre or larger,
it needs a regular poop patrol regimen.
Even if your animals tend to poop in a
remote corner, it needs to be cleaned up.
Aside from the obvious health and hygiene aspects of removal, the condition of
your animal’s stool is an indicator of his
health. A couple of runny stools may be
the result of a change in diet or suddenly
giving them rich foods, but a persisting
runny stool can indicate serious medical
issues. Debris removal will allow your
dog to run without fear of tripping over
something, and filling holes will prevent
twisted, hurt, or broken legs. Spraying
enclosures for insects can be a good
thing, but there are a couple of cautions.
Animals should not be around wet sprays
as that is when they are most susceptible
to absorbing a spray. Remove the animal
until the sprayed area is dry. Check the
label before buying to make sure the
product is safe for pets.
Fleas, ticks, worms, vaccinations
Obviously, vital to the health and
hygiene of your wolfdog are regular
check-ups and vaccinations. Outside animals especially need flea and tick control
through the summer. There are several

manufacturers and combination preventatives. Ask your vet if you have questions.
Heartworms are a year round prevention
requirement in Florida. No excuses. The
consequences are horrible for your wolfdog, and the cure can be expensive and
even deadly.
Water
Clean, clean, clean. Fresh water is an
absolute must. Too many bad things can
grow in standing water, especially if you
have well water that is not treated chemically. The containers should be dumped
and filled daily, and scrubbed weekly with
a bleach or cleaner that kills bacteria and
algae/mold — and thoroughly rinsed to
remove cleaners before adding fresh water.
In the summer this is even more important
because your wolfdog uses water to help
cool down and will drink a lot more than in
the wintertime.
Food Bowls
Again clean after each use. Do not
leave food bowls laying in an enclosure.
They will draw flies and ants, neither of
which is good. The food will become rancid, and inedible if left out (especially in
the summer). And worse, you may think
the dog is either not hungry or still has
plenty of food to eat. Automatic feeders
should be used only when necessary, and
watched closely. They can get wet inside
and spoil food or clog so that the animal
cannot get the food out. Wolfdogs are also
capable of emptying a whole feeder onto
the ground and watching the food spoil or
attract ants. Pick up food bowls after each
use and thoroughly clean them with soap
and water. I personally use stainless steel
bowls because wolfdogs can easily chew
the plastic ones to the point they can never
be scrubbed clean. Stainless will last forever, scrub clean and prevent any bacterial
buildup.
Here’s to clean yards and healthy canines.
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Letters, advertisements, and articles do not necessarily
reflect the views of FLA. We welcome all comments,
advertisements, and articles but require that they are signed
and include a phone number and address (which will remain
unpublished if the author states in writing). FLA and the
Editor reserve the right to edit any material submitted for
publication in the Florida Lupine News.
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From the Desk of FLA President
By Mayo Wetterberg
On a mid February afternoon, as I stood looking
out my workshop window, lamenting about how the
rain was keeping me from doing real outside work, it
suddenly began to snow large fluffy flakes. I went outside and watched the critters trying to figure it all out
as they snapped up the flakes as they fell. But this is
Florida, and it ain’t supposed to happen here! Just one
more crazy cold day for this unusual winter season.
As strange and cold as it has been this winter,
spring IS coming, and the annual FLA Spring Rendezvous is right around the corner. Mark your calendars,
make your reservations, and come join us at Parramores’ Resort in Astor (east of Ocala). The weather
will — guaranteed — be warmer, and we are planning
another fun-filled gathering of wolfdog lovers to share
experiences and knowledge about owning and caring
for wolfdogs. We have a couple of great presentations
to share with you, the always great collection of critters, and plenty of food and friendship.
To help celebrate the tenth anniversary of Florida
Lupine Association, we have organized ten years of
FLA Newsletters onto a CD, and will sell them for
$5.00 each at the rendezvous. If you would like a complete collection of the articles and tips for wolfdog
owners from the past decade, here’s your chance to get
all the back issues on one CD.
In the last Newsletter I mentioned the upcoming
legislative session and the probable resurgence of
Breed Specific Legislation (BSL). Well, sure enough, it
has started. There are mirror 5ouse and Senate bills
(HB 543 and SB 1276) that will remove the current
state statute forbidding the banning of any specific
breed. If these pass, counties would be able to selectively ban certain breeds, and you can bet that right
after the pit bulls will come a host of large breeds, including wolfdogs. The House committee did allow an
amended Bill, prohibiting banning specific breeds, but
instead allowing registering certain breeds — which is
a first step toward banning a breed. So please stay
aware and voice your opinion to your state legislators.
One administrative note that I need to pass on to all
of you is a request for updated emails and addresses.
While most of you are very good about updates, we
still do have occasions when Newsletters are returned,
or we were unable to contact someone. I know that updating your FLA contacts is way down on the importance list in the middle of a move, but we hate to lose
contact with wolfdog people when we have a legisla-
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tive issue or significant information to pass along. In most
cases, this is why you joined
FLA, and we need your help
in continuing to serve you and
keep you current on such issues. Between a phone call,
email (members' list or website), and snail mail, you can
easily stay in touch and save us the effort of having to
reconnect.

From the Desk of the Treasurer
By Andrea Bannon
We are in the midst of one of the coldest winters Florida has had in decades and even with their winter coats I
find my furbees are affected by the cold weather as I am
sure yours are showing signs as well especially members
to the north of us. On the bright side — thoughts are turning toward warmer weather and the annual Spring Rendezvous.
This is the time for members to get together to discuss
any ideas or seek help with any questions and/or problems
we may have. Of course, it is also a time to just sit around
and watch Mayo’s magic with the grill. With the present
economy, I am hoping everyone will be able to attend; it
will be a good time to put cares aside, relax and enjoy
ourselves.
I want to thank everyone who sent donations for the
disaster relief fund; the recipients are very happy to receive your support. We never know if or when one of us
will be in a position to be on the receiving end.
I cannot stress enough that FLA belongs to all of our
members and membership is what has kept us in existence
since 1999. Please renew your memberships when due,
donate what you can (large or small, it all adds up), and
promote new members wherever you can — I want to see
FLA remain in existence for many years to come.

From the Desk of the Secretary
By Jill Parker

If you know of anyone who wishes to learn more
about FLA or wolfdogs, please have them contact us at
info@floridalupine.org. FLA offers the following special
info packets: (1) safe containment for wolfdogs, (2) being
a responsible breeder, (3) finding an ethical breeder, (4)
breed-specific legislation information, and (5) sample
puppy sales contracts with spay/neuter clauses. These
packets are free.
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A Trip to North Carolina and Full
Moon Farm
By Juan Echagarrua

My trip to North Carolina was nothing less than exciting and enjoyable. The highlight of the trip was to revisit
Full Moon Farm, a wolfdog rescue and sanctuary, and to
spend some time with the owner and my friend, Nancy
Brown. It had been quite a few years since I had visited
Full Moon, but I was anxious to go back, especially after
Nancy had told me about all of the work they had done
expanding and building the new wolfdog enclosures.
Obviously road trips are never fun without the company of a companion, so my friend Vicki drove up to my
place, and together we took off on our escapade. For those
of you who don’t know Vicki, she is the one that turned
me on to wolfdogs about 15 years ago. She thinks I am a
crazy driver and always tells me I drive "Miami style," but
since that is where I lived the majority of my life, I can’t
argue with her. Despite my driving, she enjoys our trips
because we are both free-spirited, spontaneous individuals
who go where the wind takes us.
During the ride, Vicki and I caught up on old times.
She told me about her wolfdogs. Dillon, in particular, has
become a monster. He is a big baby, but that is the major
problem with him; he doesn’t know how big he really is. I
went on to tell her that I had one that acts the same way.
She guessed which one I was talking about right away:
"Cypress?" He gets away with so much from my older
animals that I wonder how long
the others will continue to put up
with his crap.
As I mentioned before, Vicki
and I are free-spirited people.
Driving through the countryside,
we enjoyed the scenery, stopping
at various places to take pictures Vicki's brother's house
of the foothills and the mountains. As the day drew to a
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close, we realized that neither of us had bothered to
reserve a hotel for the night. Thank God for Vicki’s
brother, who lives about 45 minutes from Full Moon
Farm. We spent the first night there, visiting with
them. We fell asleep fairly early, though, so we could
be fresh and ready for our next day at Full Moon.
Driving to the sanctuary the next day was very
funny to me, but super scary for Vicki. She was so
scared of my driving while going up the mountain that
she almost decided to be dropped off on the side of the
road and take her chances on a taxi. Well, one thing
she didn’t think about was the fact that there is no cell
phone reception up there. So she just grinned and

bared it until we arrived. "Finally!" she said as we
pulled into Full Moon Farm. At this point, I was
laughing so hard, I couldn’t stand it. It was the first
time in a long time that Vicki had ridden with me, and
I don’t think she would have gone back to Florida
with me if she had any other way to get home.
When we pulled to a stop at the end of the drive,
Josie, Nancy’s daughter, greeted us. I must say, her
personality is similar to Nancy’s. She has no qualms
in telling you exactly where to go, if you know what I
mean. She explained
to us that the gettogether (the annual
"Pawty") was not
until 3:00 p.m. (We
had arrived well before 3:00!) Well, I
knew Vicki was not
about to go down that
mountain with me,
just to have to turn
around and head right
back up in a couple
of hours, so we asked
if we could at least
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s a y
"Hi" to
Nancy.
S h e
agreed
a n d
took us
to her.
Nancy
w a s
worki n g
h a r d
cutting grass. She still looked fabulous, as you can see in the
picture below. She explained to Josie who we were and let
us walk around and see the animals.
Vicki and I were both ecstatic to see the new enclosures.
There was so much improvement done from the last time we
visited that we couldn’t believe what we were seeing. The
animals were all happy, and some were very vocal. I got to
see Banjo, who reminds me so much of Dallas, one of my
animals. Banjo is very photogenic, but taking pictures of the
animals was difficult from outside the fence, since most of
them want to be petted as you are walking by.
Another of my favorites at the Farm is Maya; she is the
sweetest animal. I met Maya a few years ago at a friend’s
house, but after
going
through
some
tough
times, my friend
ended up having
to give her up.
She now lives at
Full Moon, and
her personality
has not changed
one bit. She is
Nancy conducting ceremony
still as friendly and docile as ever.
As the afternoon progressed,
people began arriving for the
Pawty and as night approached,
everyone began to gather for an
Indian ceremony inspired by
Nancy’s touching speech about
the wolves and their important
existence in the wild. She asked
that we pray for their continued
breeding success and for man to
quit killing them for his own satisfaction, which ultimately disturbs the ecosystem. Everyone
was extremely moved by
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Nancy's facts of wolf populations and how much she
works to continue to educate society in the way of the
wolf. I believe we all prayed as hard as we could to
whatever God we believed in, all in a combined effort
to help the wolf.
Towards the end of the night, the few stragglers
left were conversing about wolfdogs—mainly their
own—and sharing stories of their personal experi-

ences raising their animals. The volunteers were all
very passionate about their opinions, which I can understand completely, but we did have some disagreements on certain subjects, mainly concerning breeding. All in all, we hashed it out and agreed that not
everyone that breeds is bad and that responsible
breeding is necessary for the wolfdog to continue to
exist.
After the long day and evening at the sanctuary
and with everyone beginning to get tired, we thought
we needed an ‘after party,’ so we howled our goodbyes to the residents and off to Nancy’s place we
went. Nancy’s new house is huge; she has rooms everywhere. As she was showing me the house, she was
explaining the way of the Indians and what the ceremonies were all about. The conversation we were
having upstairs was so compelling and engrossing
that soon other people began to join us. We then
touched on the topic of spirits and Allison, one of the
volunteers, was very scared but wouldn’t leave for
anything in the world. She was so funny; I remember
her acting like "I’m scared, but tell me more!" We all
had something to say about our experiences with spirits; in the end we all came to the general consensus
that spirits are for real.
It was getting late and time for us to leave. Of
course, once again, we didn’t know where we were
going to stay for the night. Nancy very generously
offered for us to spend the night, but we needed to get
(Continued on page 6)
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(Continued from page 5)

going if we were to sight see the next day. So down the
mountain we went. We finally found a hotel around 1:00
a.m. and fell asleep as soon as we hit the beds.
The next day, we went sight seeing and meandered
through the Smoky Mountains, again taking pictures of
the beautiful scenery. We ended up in Gatlinburg, Tennessee, that night. Most people would think we were
traveling the wrong way to get home to Florida, but as I
mentioned before, Vicki and I are free-spirited individuals — and there was a method to the madness of our
agenda. I had never been to Gatlinburg before. While
driving from North Carolina to Florida via Tennessee (or
from Florida to Oklahoma via Kentucky) may not make

sense to others, it does to us; we always figured out a
way to justify our routes to ourselves so that it looked
like we were just (obviously and quite naturally) passing
through
on
our
meanderi n g
routes to
our final
destinat i o n .
Anyway,
our stay
in Gatlinburg was
brief but
very fun.
T h a t
place is packed with people all the time; there are lots of
places to eat and shop while walking around the town.
On Monday, we began our drive home, heading back
through the Smoky Mountains where we saw moose on
the side of the mountain, just laying down and relaxing
in the sun. Although we took pictures of them, they came

out a bit blurry. The sight of
those majestic animals was
a great finish to our extremely enjoyable trip to Full
Moon Farm. This trip will be hard to top, but we always
look forward to our next getaway. And we look forward
to Nancy’s next annual Pawty at Full Moon Farm.
Vicki and Juan

All the
dogs hope to
see you at Full
Moon Farm’s
Pawty next
year.
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The Guessing Game
Try to guess the content and/or mix of these canines.
Answers on page 9

A

B

C

D

E
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Blue

By Sara Fenwick
Thin and scared 'Blue,' a
rescued husky timber wolf, arrived at his new home. It was a
Sunday his dramatic rescue took
place pulling from the river and
wetlands after 2 weeks of
'freedom' in St John’s County.
His name is Blue because he has
one Blue and one brown eye. He
didn’t want to be rescued and bit
the man rescuing him.
This was a second rescue for
Blue; the first was from the Duval Animal Control pound.
Luckily for him along came S.A.F.E. (Saving Animals from
Euthanasia) pet rescue, a 501(c3) organization from in Northeast Florida, which brought him to St. Augustine.
Because I was a volunteer with S.A.F.E., they knew that I
had a secure facility to house wolfdogs and that I understood
their needs. Upon arrival Blue weighed only 27 lbs. and was
terrified of people in general, especially men. When he saw a
man, he would retreat to the corner of his kennel and quiver
uncontrollably. I learned later that he had been abused by a
man prior to being handed over to the pound.
Thank God, Blue was tolerated by my two other wolfdogs; they accepted him and he learned his place in the pack.
One of my early discoveries was that Blue liked to chew
up furniture and mats. After many chewing attacks on my
couch and frequent trimmings of dangling material, it ended
up on the street. The few floor mats went into the garbage can
before I took action. My #1 plan to stop the chewing was not
to traumatize this little dog but set some limits he would relate
to.
It only took a few applications of a soft nylon muzzle for
him to get the message” no chewing or on goes the muzzle. He
has stopped chewing now and feels more secure and relaxed
with his new adopted pack family and a structured environment he enjoys. Blue sleeps curled up at the side of the bed
and wants to be in hands reach most of the time to get reassured.
This little 10-month boy was loved at sometime in his
short life. Blue is well behaved and loves to car ride and has
basic training knowledge but remains nervous and unsure of
how to behave in life situations he is a 'runner' needs reassurance.
During the first week it was obvious there was something
wrong. Blue had persistent diarrhea within hours after eating
his food. No matter where he was pure liquid stool poured out,
he was very uncomfortable. Carpets indoors and cement decks
outdoors needed constant cleaning; eventually the carpets were
thrown out.
I proceeded to contact the director of S.A.F.E pet whom I
had adopted Blue from, we arranged for his 1st visit. Blue was
going to be neutered and treated for worms his first diagnosis.
His 2 weeks surviving in the wetlands had given him multiple
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parasitic infestations.
After his neuter I picked up a scared and nervous little
doggy, the worm medication was given once we got home.
Sadly the diarrhea continued and his weight was dropping.
Contacting S.A.F.E. it was arranged for another visit to the vet
under the 501 (c3) program. The doctor prescribed various
medications, an Antibiotic and Probiotics and another stool
test.
This little wolf dog was full of energy in short bursts and
played with his 2 other friends Tina and Peiko when he could.
The weeks passed by, I was tired, losing sleep and getting
up nightly. My alarm clock was set at 4a.m. each morning. I
had worked out how long he could hold the diarrhea with a
nightly schedule taking him out at 11 p.m., 4 a.m. and 8 a.m.
throughout the night.
Time was running out for Blue now 2months later and the
diarrhea persisted. I had adopted a very sick puppy who would
die if a diagnosis was not found soon.
On our third visit, I said to the vet, "Doctor, put your
thinking cap on. We need a diagnosis of what is wrong with
Blue or he will die." I had brought 2 fresh stool samples to
check which had No Smell!. Strangely the stools had not gone
through the normal digestive process which would have given
them the normal smell. Based on this information blood and
stool tests were done and a diagnosis was made.
This diagnosis came just in time to save his life. Blue had
Exocrine Pancreatic Insufficiency, a lifelong disorder also
known as EPI requiring daily medications and a special diet.
Without daily medication given with his grain free dog
food Blue could not live. The vet ordered an 8 oz. bottle of
Pancrezyme (powdered enzymes); the price — $96.00 — was
overwhelming. I received no other advice about his daily care
regarding diet, medications or side effects to watch out for.
Understanding the condition is vital to implement an effective treatment plan. I put my expertise as an RN and Nutritionist to work. Searching the internet, I was able to create a
daily plan for Blue. Many friends and interested people
wanted to know about Blue's disorder and many offered to
help out with his medications and food, approximately a
monthly total of $150.
The pancreas has 2 lobes, one called the Endocrine lobe,
which is responsible for producing Insulin. If this lobe malfunctions you may be a diabetic. The other lobe is called the
Exocrine lobe and is responsible for producing the digestive
enzymes needed to digest food and keep you alive. These enzymes are pumped directly into the stomach.
Pancreatic enzymes are very caustic; when used in their
powder form and swallowed, they pass over the delicate mucus
membranes of the mouth and esophagus, possibly causing ulcers. Blue was started on powdered enzymes Lipase, Amylase
and Protease which is placed into the food prior to eating. Five
days into treatment Blue was still no better and continued to
have liquid stools.
My expertise as a nutritionist/RN and information on the
internet provided me with ideas for an appropriate treatment
plan. I started Blue on his new plan, which the vet was pleased
with. Blue has and continues to respond to his treatment; he
has gained 12 lbs. and is 39 lbs. He had his first formed stool
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(Continued from page 8)

two days after starting his new care plan — a combination of
medications and special food.
With care an owner can create a treatment plan that is tailored for their animal. Fine tuning the plan is a very successful
treatment tool based on your veterinarian’s recommendations
and you observations.
Note: adjusting the following treatment plan may work for
your pet if needed.
Blue's treatment is as follows:
A. Pancreatin enzyme. one tablet on per meal given in soft
grain free food.
B. Pancrezyme by Virbac. Powdered enzymes. A ¼ tsp
mixed on food per meal.
C. Acid Ease by Enzymatic. Two capsules per meal a
must to prevent acid reflux.
D. Grain Free Dry kibble like Taste of The Wild mixed
with the wet treated food.
E. Grain Free L.I.D. soft can food for giving tablets and as
a coating agent to dry.
Recommendation: Initially give 3 small meals a day till stool is
firm and established then give 2 meals daily to maintain a balanced digestive program.
Method of administration: I split the enzyme dose between
a tablet and a powder to reduce side effects of ulcers and acid
reflux when using powder only:
1. Give 1 tablet of Pancreatin with a spoon of soft LID can
food. Wait 15-20 minutes (check strengths when purchasing - on line is cheaper)
2. Give 2 ‘Acid Ease’ capsules in spoon of LID soft food.
Wait 15-20 minutes.
NOTE: Antacids from drug store are not suitable. (Go on
line to purchase.)
3. Mix 1/8-1/4 tsp of Pancrezyme powdered enzymes to
soft food and add a little WARM water to start the digestive process and mix well. Use a cup or more of
grain free dry food, mixing very well to allow all wet
food to coat the dry. Then leave for 15-20 m to start the
digestive process 'outside' the body in the dog bowl.
The Acid Ease contains Slippery Elm and Marshmallow (plant) and small amounts of the 3 needed enzymes. (You can buy this product on line or in your
local health food store. This acid reducer is okayed by
my vet in treatment of
Exocrine Pancreatic Insufficiency). The Pancrezyme
12 oz. size can also be purchased on line for a good
price.
Blue is doing well on
his treatment; he is chewing less and is settling into
his new home after 6
months but continues to be
very skittish. Any questions email me at helpblue-live@hotmail.com
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NAIA Policy Statement:
Pet Ownership

The National Animal Interest Alliance
NAIA supports responsible pet ownership.
Maintaining close contact with dogs, cats, birds, fish,
and other pets provides psychological and medical benefits to
people at a time in human history when few people would
otherwise have the opportunity to interact with animals. Pets
also provide a connection to man's broader association with
animals by opening the door to understanding the depth and
breadth of that relationship.
Pet ownership requires effort and commitment to the animal and to the community. Responsible pet owners learn
about each pet's specific behavioral needs, budget their time
and resources for proper pet care and training, and make sure
their pets are not neighborhood nuisances. NAIA supports the
development of clubs and associations devoted to increasing
knowledge about individual species, providing opportunities
for public education about pets and pet care through shows
and other events, and helping communities deal with matters
ranging from animal control to the availability of pet care services to owners on low or limited income.
NAIA supports reasonable laws that provide for the wellbeing of animals and nuisance laws that protect neighbors
from excessive noise and odor without interfering with the
choices made by responsible pet owners. NAIA opposes arbitrary limit laws, breed-specific bans or restrictions, mandatory
sterilization laws, breeding permits, exorbitant license fees,
the transformation of pet owners" to "pet guardians" in state
and municipal codes, and blanket prohibitions on "exotic" pets
that restrict the rights of responsible owners while doing little
to enhance the well-being of the community or the animals
covered.
.Copyright © 2010, NAIA (National Animal Interest Alliance). http://www.naiaonline.org/ Reprinted with permission.

Support NAIA
and Defenders
of Wildlife
Guessing Game Answers:
A. Rescue in NV — content unknown
B. Reported to be 75% shepherd, malamute, husky
mix
C. Reported to be 57% shepherd mix
D. Reported to be 73%
E. Reported to be pure
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P.O. Box 142
Crescent City, FL 32112

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
New Membership ______

Renew Membership ______

Individual* (FL Residents) _____ $25
*

Date:___________________

Individual Affiliate (out of state) _____ $15

Family (FL Residents)

_____ $35

Family Affiliate (out of state)

_____ $20
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_____ $10
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Donation Only (no membership) $________
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Date: _______________________

Name:_________________________________________

Home Phone:_____________________________

Address:_______________________________________

Office Phone:_____________________________

______________________________________________

County: _________________________________

E-mail: _______________________________________________________
*These are the only voting categories.
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