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By Pam Thompson, Lupine Legacy VP & Jody Haynes, FLA Director

The FLA Rendezvous 2002 was highly
successful, and one of the reasons for its
success was the enlightening and revolutionary
presentation given by Robert H. Hathaway,
D.V.M., on ‘lower back’ problems in dogs.
According to Dr. Hathaway, who is one of
only three veterinarians in the country who
practices what he calls chirovetpractic, the root
FLA 2001-3 Directors of many health-related problems in dogs can
be traced back to a sublaxation (skeletal
Al Mitchell, President
dislocation) of the sacrum—which is
analogous to a lower back misalignment in
Barbara Speer-Skeoch
humans.
Mayo Wetterberg
Not only did Dr. Hathaway explain that
Jody Haynes
severe problems such as hip dysplasia can be
caused by a sublaxated sacrum, but he went a
Kim Miles
step further and explained how many other
seemingly unrelated problems in dogs—and
Inside This Issue: humans alike—can actually be caused by longterm lower back misalignments.
In this article, we will discuss the most
1
‘Lower Back’ Problems in
common causes of a dislocated sacrum in
Dogs: Symptoms, Causes,
dogs. We will then list the possible symptoms
Effects & Treatment
and long-term effects of such a dislocation.
Finally, we will conclude with a discussion of
2
FLA Acknowledgements
Dr. Hathaway’s cure for sacral sublaxation and
the numerous associated ailments.
3
From the Desks of...
AVMA proposes alternatives
to "Dangerous Dog" & BSL
Dr. Hathoway,
Chirovetpractic
University of FL proposes
sleeping disorder in dogs
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Another cause of a dislocated sacrum is a
dog falling on a slippery surface, such as linoleum, cement, or a hardwood floor. This can
happen when a dog is running, turns sharply,
and its rear legs slide out to the side. The pressure of the fall is often enough to dislocate the
sacrum.
A third less common way that the sacrum
can be dislocated is when a veterinarian prepares a dog for abdominal surgery. When the
dog is sedated and placed on the table, its front
legs are tied above its head, and then each rear
leg, in turn, is pulled down and to the side and
tied. As a result of the anesthesia, all of the
muscles in the dog’s body are relaxed, and it
takes very little pressure to dislocate the sacrum
when securing a rear leg.

CAUSES
A dog’s sacrum ‘floats’ between the hips

9 (Fig. 1) and pivots on its pelvis as it walks

(Fig. 2). If the sacrum becomes pushed too far
10 to either side of the pelvis, it can become
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11

Wolf Tales

12
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locked into, or rather out of, place (Fig. 3).
Once the sacrum is dislocated, there is nothing
the dog can do that will relocate it.
Figure 1: Canine pelvic area, dorsal view
A dog’s sacrum can become dislocated in
several ways. For example, pups born to a S YMPTOMS & LONG-TERM EFFECTS
mother with a narrow pelvis are often forced
The early symptoms of a dislocated sacrum
through the birth canal by passing one hip and
are
many
(Table 1), and include pain, difficulty
then the other. If the pressure is too great while
the pup is passing through the birth canal, the
(Continued on page 6)
pup’s sacrum can be dislocated.
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From the Desk of the President

By Barbara Speer-Skeoch

By Al Mitchell

For those who were not at the Rendezvous, I was formally
elected as a voting director and Secretary of FLA. I would just
like to say that I appreciate your support and am available to
help any of you by calling me at 352-840-9957 or writing to
info@floridalupine.org.
This was the first year that I have actively helped in the
planning and running of the rendezvous. Although I had
previously attended the past ones, being part of the planning
and preparations made it a lot more meaningful to me. It is very
easy to sit back and let others do the work, but contributing the
time and effort necessary for the planning of the event somehow
makes you more a part of it (and more aware of what it takes to
pull something like this off).
I got to meet and speak to a lot of people at all this year’s
Rendezvous, and I will remember all of you. Some people came
forward and offered to help with the dog show next year and
others offered to write articles for inclusion in the newsletters.
(Please remember that all articles submitted will be reviewed
for accuracy of information and for grammatical errors and will
be corrected accordingly.) All in all it was nice to see people
pitching in at the Rendezvous and offering their services for this
event and for future events.
The dog show was a great hit this year and a fabulous dog
named Painter walked away with the championship, the most
blue ribbons and a trophy. Many other dogs also went home
with beautiful ribbons and certificates. We asked for
suggestions on how to improve the show for next year, and we
received some excellent suggestions, which we will try
incorporating into next year’s show. One of the requirements
for next year’s show will be that only owners will be allowed to
participate. For those who missed it, come next year.
We, as a group, need to express our ideas and thoughts so
that our organization can grow into what we want if to be. It is
easy to sit back and do nothing, but things don’t change that
way. We, as directors, are here to represent you — so be a voice
that we can act upon; give us a chance to hear you!

The April 2002 Rendezvous in Ocala was great! We had a
good turnout and the dogs were just beautiful. As we do more of
these, we learn and improve. Looking back, we sure did a lot of
eating, though. The Friday evening “Woof Tales” was very well
received and Vicki Achin was the winner of the funniest “Woof
Tale,” which is published in this edition of the Florida Lupine
News newsletter.
The Saturday morning Dog Show was a tremendous
success, as well. We had a turn out of over 30 animals;
however, some of these owners came specifically for the dog
show and left immediately, thereafter. Therefore, the FLA
Board has decided to make it mandatory that only those who are
members of FLA may participate in the dog show. This is only
fair to the membership. Those who come for next year’s show
who are not members may easily sign up to become members
prior to the dog show and will, therefore, be eligible for entering
their animals.
Doctor Hathaway's presentation was also a real eye opener.
To think that a simple adjustment can solve several problems
(some of them severe) without surgery is truly amazing. And we
even had a volunteer—and animal with sever hip dysplasia!
When he grabbed that tail and did the adjustment, I heard the
"SNAP", and the problem was solved! We all learned a lot from
that presentation.
In addition, we had an outstanding discussion lead by Vicki
Achin on the breeding of wolfdogs. She distributed the FLA
flyers on wolfdog breeding and on what to look for in a wolfdog
breeder. She then proceeded to inform the group of the large
numbers of uncaring breeders out there and how to identify
them. In addition, she stressed how many animals were in
rescue because unethical breeders are not taking back their
animals as they should, pointing out that rescuers were
swamped as a result.
The Auction was fun and also brought some much needed
cash into the Treasury. Even the hard rain that hit as soon as the
auction ended didn't dampen our spirits. Instead, we waited to
the storm out and began cooking—again.
In the Business Meeting portion of the Rendezvous,
Barbara was elected by the membership to a voting Director's
position on the Board of Directors and her temporary role of
Secretary is now permanent. Congratulations to Barbara.
My thanks go out to the Board of Directors and to the many
others who helped to make this rendezvous the best one yet.
In non-Rendezvous news, we still need help from the
membership in recruiting new members and in identifying
caring veterinarians. As we continue to educate around the state,
we need members in every county. We also need to work with
veterinarians who understand our animals and could be possibly
be a voice for wolfdogs within their professional organizations
(the AVMA) regarding the Rabies Vaccine issue and its official
approval for use on wolves and wolfdogs. I welcome any input
in this regard. By year’s end, I would like to see at least one
member and one veterinarian in each county.
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Al Mitchell, President
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From the “Virtual”
Desk of the Webmaster

From the Desk of the Treasurer
By Mayo Wetterberg
The Rendezvous is over and
things are turning from Spring to
Summer. We have returned to a more
normal lifestyle and are set to focus on
puppies, baseball, no school, and
vacations — all of the normal Summer
things.
Memories of the Rendezvous
were good and there are lots of pictures
showing the great time we had. During
the Rendezvous, several people asked
me if we were going to have more than
one of these a year.
Well, actually, we have been
talking about a second gathering
sometime in the fall, but one without
the presentations and meeting — just a
social time to bring our animals and
cookout and spend time together. This
format would eliminate a lot of the
prep work that has to go into a
Rendezvous, and allow the directors
and other members that work on the
preparations to just show up and enjoy
the time with everyone. So if any of
you are interested in planning a second
camp/cookout, let one of the directors
know, and if there is enough interest,
we will work on another event.
Since this is the Treasurer’s
column, I would be remiss if I didn’t
include a follow-up on the auction at
the Rendezvous because it is a
significant fund raising event for FLA
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The auction went very well, as it has
in the past. This is due to the great gift
items that were located or crafted and
donated for the auction. I want to say
thank you to all who contributed items,
and also say thanks to the spirited bidders
who participated in the auction (led by
our own superb auctioneer, Jody Haynes).
The bottom line to FLA was that we
raised $559.00 from the auction and will
apply that toward projects this year to
help educate people about responsible
wolfdog ownership.
June is the end of the fiscal year for
FLA, and I will be busy doing all the end
of the year bookkeeping and submitting
forms to the State of Florida. As I do
that, I would like to thank each of the
members of FLA for your continued
support.
FLA is still a rather infant
organization in length of time we have
been together, but we have gained a very
solid reputation throughout the wolfdog
community. Your support and membership has made that possible.
When we initially formed FLA, one
of our goals was to create that solid
reputation, and plan our growth to not get
beyond our capabilities—either
financially or organizationally. So far, we
have managed that. And we are working
on more and better ways to serve your
interests and provide a proactive voice for
the wolfdog.

By Jody Haynes
This year’s Rendezvous was another success.
We had a great time on Friday evening, taking
turns telling our favorite ‘wolf’ and ‘wolfdog’
stories. Saturday morning started out with a fun
and exciting dog show, and the grand prize
winner can be seen on page 3. The owner of the
grand-prize-winning wolfdog was not an FLA
member … but Rob enjoyed the show and the
Rendezvous so much that he joined the
organization before he left for the day.
Later Saturday, Dr. Robert Hathaway, a
veterinarian from Ocala, FL, gave us an
enlightening presentation on lower back pain in
dogs. The evening brought another cookout and
storytelling session. Sunday morning found us
lounging around for a bit of breakfast and picture
taking before packing up and preparing for the
drive home.
The weeks following the Rendezvous are
probably the busiest for me as the FLA
Webmaster. It is then that I upload all of the new
photos from the year’s annual meeting. This year
was no exception. I have created new ‘dog’ and
‘people’ photo pages on our website for the FLA
Rendezvous 2002.
If you weren’t able to make it to this year’s
Rendezvous, please feel free to check out the
photos of the event on our website today at
www.floridalupine.org!
And, as always, feel free to send your
comments, criticisms, and suggestions involving
the
website
to
me
at
webmaster@floridalupine.org.

FLORIDA LUPINE ASSOCIATION, INC.
3200 NW 60th Street, Ocala, FL 34475

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
New Membership ______

Renew Membership ______

Individual* (FL Residents) _____ $25

Date ___________________

Individual Affiliate (out of state) _____ $15

Family * (FL Residents)

_____ $35

Family Affiliate (out of state)

_____ $20

Junior Membership

_____ $10

Business Affiliate (out of state)

_____ $40

Business Membership

_____ $50

Donation Only (no membership) $________

Name:___________________________________________________________________________
Address:_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
Home Phone:__________________________

ALERT!

Office Phone:_____________________________

*These are the only voting categories.

Two counties in
FloridA,
Escambia & Volusia
Counties,
have been put on
alert for the
West Nile Virus!
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AVMA Proposes Alternatives to Breed-Specific "Dangerous Dog" Legislation
Schaumburg, IL — Officials in
communities seeking to reduce serious injuries from dog bites often react by introducing ordinances that
target specific breeds of dogs for control.
In “A Model Community Approach to Dog Bite Prevention,” just
published in the June 1, 2001, issue
of the Journal of the American Veterinary Medical Association, the
American Veterinary Medical Association (AVMA) proposes a more
workable alternative.
Model legislation for the control
of dangerous dogs is an important
component of this bite prevention
program, which was developed to
assist communities in addressing a
public health problem affecting more
than 4.7 million people annually.
According to Dr. Bonnie Beaver,
task force chair and board-certified
veterinary
behaviorist,
“Communities can respond effectively to citizen pressure for action
regarding 'dangerous' dogs without
introducing breed-specific ordinances. Dogs that receive proper
socialization, exercise, and attention; that are given adequate food,
water, shelter, and veterinary care;
that are neutered, unless retained
for responsible breeding purposes;
and that are trained humanely and
confined safely present much less
risk to communities.”
Dr. Gail Golab, Assistant Director of Education and Research for
the AVMA, agrees: “Reasonable and
enforceable laws that apply equally
to all dogs and dog owners are fairer
to the community as a whole than
ones drafted in the heat of a perceived crisis. Dog bite reduction
strategies are more likely to be effective if they focus on reducing inappropriate dog and dog owner behaviors, regardless of the dog's breed,
instead of on banning specific
breeds.”
Developed by a Task Force comprised of representatives from the
AVMA, the American College of Vet-

erinary Behaviorists, the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention, the
American Medical Association, the
American Academy of Pediatrics, the
American College of Emergency Physicians, the National Animal Control
Association, humane organizations,
the insurance industry, and the legal
profession, A Model Community Approach to Dog Bite Prevention also
includes:
s Representative national statistics
s Suggestions for mobilizing communities
s A description of the infrastructure needed to operate a successful program
s Specific bite prevention recommendations
s Recommendations for dog bite
reporting
s Educational and communication
approaches and targets
s A model dog and cat control ordinance
s Model legislation for the control
of “dangerous” dogs.
“This is the first time such a distinguished group of professionals has
been brought together to comprehensively address dog bite prevention,
and the AVMA is proud to have spearheaded this effort,” said Dr. Gail C.
Golab, Assistant Director of Education and Research for the AVMA.
“Often, communities feel forced into
knee-jerk responses to address bite

prevention without a clear understanding of the nature of their particular problem and what strategies
are likely to be effective. The AVMA
wants to ensure that relationships
between humans and animals are
as beneficial for each as possible.
Reducing inappropriate interactions between people and dogs is an
important part of that effort.”
— Bonnie Beaver, DVM, MS, DACV
979-845-2351
— Gail C. Golab, PhD, DVM
847-925-8070, ext 223
About the AVMA:

The American Veterinary Medical
Association is a professional association
of more than 66,000 member veterinarians. The mission of the AVMA is to advance the science and art of veterinary
medicine, including its relationship to
public health, biological science, and
agriculture.
The Association is the recognized
national voice for veterinarians in presenting their views to government, academia, agriculture, pet owners, and
other concerned members of the public.

For Further Information:

A copy of the complete report is available upon request or off of the AVMA
web site at http://www.avma.org/
press/pibreedlegislation01.asp
You may also contact Sharon Granskog:
Phone: 847-925-8070, ext. 275
Fax: 847-925-1329
E-mail: sgranskog@avma.org

FACES of the HOWL
WolfDog Rescue & Adoption Facility
Located in Pensacola, Florida
Life
Life IS
IS Better
Better With
With the
the Critters
Critters

E-Mail: WolfDog@peoplepc.com

g
pin nine
p
o
a
h
en s next c n,
h
W our anio ue!
y omp resc
for
c ya
tr

1-850-492-8716

All rescues are spayed/neutered and come with a clean bill of health unless otherwise specified.
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(Continued from page 1)

or refusal to run and jump, and appearing
unhappy or withdrawn. Long-term effects
are even more extensive (Table 1). In this
section, we will explain just a few of the
possible long-term effects of sacral
sublaxation in dogs (and wolves/
wolfdogs as well).
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impulses
and
reduce
blood
supply throughout the body,
resulting in such
problems as a
w e a k e n e d
immune system,
skin
allergies,
d i g e s t i v e
disorders
and
food allergies,
reproductive
disorders,
and
m a l a d i e s
associated with
the
mucous
membranes.

Hip dysplasia: Dr. Hathaway states:
“I have never seen a radiograph of hip
dysplasia [in which] the sacrum was not
sublaxated. The nerves supplying the hip
musculature are pinched, allowing the
head of the femur to displace.” In simple
language, this means that the sacrum has
locked out of place and has pinched one
or more sacral nerves. These pinched
Figure 2: Normal movement of sacrum with left (A)
nerves cease supplying neural impulses
and right (B) hips forward
to the muscles in the hip. Once the hip
Digestion: A
muscles become relaxed, the ball of the
hip can rotate out of place. Some of the poor blood supply and neural response to a result of pinched sacral nerves. Females
typical signs of hip dysplasia are as the pancreas can result in pancreatic insuf- may have constant uterine problems arisficiency—which is the reduction of diges- ing from the affected uterine mucous
follows:
tive enzyme production and the reduction membrane. In intact females, litter size is
(or cessation) of insulin production. When reduced because the inhibited blood sup∗ The dog refuses to jump;
insufficient enzymes are produced to ply is not sufficient to supply nutrients for
∗ The dog drags its toes on one or
process food, the food can putrefy and a large litter. In addition, the pup located
both hind legs;
ferment in the animal’s stomach. Food the farthest from the blood supply often
∗ The dog takes uneven or small
allergies may result from the toxins cre- either dies and becomes resorbed or ends
steps with one or both hind legs;
ated by this putrefaction. Foul breath is
∗ The dog bears weight unevenly often noticed, and is caused by the gas up being the runt of the litter.
on hind legs or shifts weight to produced from the fermented food. This
TREATMENT
front legs;
excess gas can also trigger bloating.
∗ The dog will not lift his leg or
As mentioned above, sacral
will squat unevenly to urinate
Mucous membranes: The lack of a
or, in some instances, may be- sufficient blood supply and neural re- dislocations can happen in a variety of
ways and can result in a variety of
come incontinent;
sponse to the mucous membranes seemingly unrelated health problems.
∗ Severe cases can result in pa- throughout the body causes them to be
ralysis of one or both hind legs less moist. Dryer membranes impede the Unfortunately—but not surprisingly—the
and/or the tail, in which case, ability of immunoglobulins to cross the problems associated with the dislocation
the muscles will become atro- membranes and alert the body of invading are typically addressed by treating the
symptoms rather than the ultimate cause.
phied.
microbes that can cause disease.
As you know, treatments for such serious
These are ‘textbook’ symptoms of hip
dysplasia. However, a sublaxated or
misaligned sacrum can cause other
problems as well. When the nerves
supplying the hip muscles are pinched,
the dog suffers pain, much like humans
with a pinched sciatic nerve. The pain
causes the brain to secrete hormones that
activate the adrenal gland, and a constant
supply of adrenaline is produced to deal
with the pain. The thyroid will initially
become hyperactive due to the constant
secretion of adrenaline, but will
eventually become hypothyroid once it
has been exhausted. The constant release
of adrenaline will also inhibit neural

Skin: Once the blood supply and neural impulses become inhibited in the skin,
oil glands embedded in the skin cease
functioning properly. The oil remaining in
the glands becomes rancid, and the skin
produces a foul odor. Hair will lose its
luster, and the skin can become dry and
flaky. Unhealthy skin is also more susceptible to external parasites and skin disorders such as hot spots.
Reproduction: Low sperm count in
males and various reproductive problems
in females can also be attributed to the
inhibition of blood supply and neural impulses to the testes, ovaries, and uterus as

problems as hip dysplasia can be quite
costly. However, if symptoms are ‘fixed’
without fixing the ultimate cause, and the
same symptoms then continue to recur,
not only is this a waste of money, but it is
also not healthy for our canine
companions.
Dr. Hathaway has developed a
seemingly simple, yet highly specialized
technique for detecting sacral sublaxation
and then relocating the sacrum. Once he
does this, the nerves in the sacrum begin
functioning again, and the plethora of
problems and ailments that can result
from long-term sacral dislocations are
(Continued on page 7)
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adjustment. The
next day, several
of us visited the
member’s house
in Ocala and saw
the dog running
around the yard
with much greater
ease.
Although the
What created my interest in procedure may
chirovetpractic was the fact that I, have
appeared
l i k e t h e o t h e r r a c e t r a c k simple to us, it is
veterinarians, was experiencing important to note
great difficulty diagnosing rear leg that the ability to
lameness. I was only treating detect a sacral
symptoms about 80% of the time. I sublaxation and to
was also doing a lot of head properly treat it is
Figure 3: Sublaxated sacrum with left (A)
scratching. I now know I was not at all simple.
and right (B) hips locked to the rear
treating the symptoms of In
fact,
Dr.
sublaxations (skeletal dislocations) H a t h a w a y
in the lower back.
explained that it took him two years of
One day, while performing a hands-on training each and every day to same house call. If you would like to
neurological examination on a horse, be able to accurately diagnose a contact Dr. Hathaway, we will provide
the owner said, “She has difficulty dislocated sacrum in horses. But once he his contact information.
going uphill, downhill, and jumping.” was able to do it in horses, he was also
What popped into my mind was, those able to perform the diagnosis and Robert H. Hathaway, D.V.M.
are the symptoms of hip dysplasia in treatment on dogs…as well as numerous 4001 W. Silver Springs Blvd #509,
Ocala, FL 34482-4048
the dog. I completed my examination, other animals.
and realigned the third cervical
Dr. Hathaway has adjusted over Phone: (352) 671-3375
vertebra, three lumbar vertebrae, the 1,000 horses, 1,000 dogs, 40-50 cats, E-mail: chirovetpractic@earthlink.net
sacrum, the left hip, and the right three mules, two wolves, several llamas,
tibia. Driving home, I began thinking and a camel. In dogs, he estimates that REFERENCES
about where I could get my hands on he is 98+% successful in relieving hip
a dog to examine.
dysplasia, disc problems, dry skin, foul Hathaway, R.H., D.V.M. 2002.
Over the next couple of months, I breath, inability to jump up or jump Chirovetpractic website. Online: http://
got my hands on every dog that I well, paralysis of one or both rear legs, www.chirovetpractic.com.
could. When I returned to check on lameness, small litter sizes, and other 1
Pam Thompson is the VP and a
the first dog that I had adjusted, I was symptoms. It is important to note here
Director of Lupine Legacy in Texas
greeted by the stable owner. He that the quicker the sublaxated sacrum is
asked, “What in hell did you do to my realigned, the faster the recovery will be. 2 and a member of FLA.
dog?” When I could finally clear my Long-term problems may be permanent 3 Jody Haynes is a Director of FLA.
The definition of chirovetpractic, as
throat by swallowing my heart, I or may recur. The sacral realignment
modified (by Dr. Hathaway) from
asked in a weak voice what was will, however, bring about relief,
Stedman’s Medical Dictionary is as
wrong. He said, “She’s 12 years old especially if done annually or
follows:
and running around, acting like a semiannually.
“Chirovetpractic … is a
puppy again.” Then he smiled,
We mentioned at the beginning of
philosophic system of mechanical
knowing that he had scared the hell this article that Dr. Robert Hathaway is
therapeutics that attributes disease
out of me.
one of only three veterinarians in the
in quadrupeds to vertebral
country who specializes in
sublaxations; it treats disease with
During his presentation at this year’s chirovetpractic, and the only one in
manipulation of the vertebra in
FLA Rendezvous, Dr. Hathaway Florida. Dr. Hathaway currently lives
order to relieve pressure on the
performed a sacral realignment on an and practices in Ocala, but he is willing
nerves at the intervetebral
FLA member’s dog that was having to make house calls anywhere in the
foramina, so that the neural
serious difficulties walking and running. world. The normal price for an
impulses may flow freely from the
This dog was a previous patient of Dr. examination, diagnosis, and treatment of
brain to the rest of the body.”
Hathaway’s and had been treated for the a sacral sublaxation in dogs is $350 per
same problem six months earlier, and dog, but the price per animal decreases if
(Continued on page 8)
was, therefore, due for another additional animals are treated on the
(Continued from page 6)

partially or completely alleviated.
In the following quote from his
website (http://www.chirovetpractic.
com/history.htm), Dr. Hathaway explains
why he first became interested in
chirovetpractic3 in horses, and then
relates the story of how he became
involved in treating dogs:
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(Continued from page 7)

Table 1. Symptoms of sublaxated sacrum in dogs (modified: Hathaway, 2002).
Morphological symptoms:

∗

∗
∗

∗

∗
∗
∗
∗
∗
∗

∗
∗
∗
∗

Roached, weak, or sore back
Head held lower than normal—lifting the head causes the
nerves to be pinched harder in the sacral area; most people believe this is a cervical (neck) problem
Cow hocked
Tail dead—some dogs kick the tail with their hocks
Tail crooked or off center
Hip dysplasia—the nerves supplying the hip musculature
are pinched, allowing the head of the femur to displace
Partial paralysis of one or both rear legs
Elbow problems—weight is thrown forward, using the
front legs as crutches, and the elbows become hyperextended; in time, the elbows will turn out and the paws
in, like a bulldog
Panosteitis —the dog throws its weight forward and uses
the front legs as crutches, causing inflammation of the
bones, periosteum, and marrow
Muscle atrophy in the rear legs—caused by a lack of neural impulse, blood supply and paralysis
Spondylosis —caused by the spine being forced to bend
laterally (side to side) every other step
Disc problems—same cause as spondylosis

∗
∗
∗

∗
∗
∗

Neuromuscular/motor symptoms (movement):
∗
∗
∗
∗
∗
∗
∗
∗
∗

Difficulty stacking—pulls rear leg in and/or sits (show
dog)
Pacing—both legs on one side go forward at the same
time
Tail wags poorly if at all
Difficulty going up or down stairs
Short-stepping with one or both rear legs
Bearing weight unevenly on rear legs
Dragging toes on one or both rear legs
Not lifting leg to urinate—adult males only
Squatting unevenly while urinating

Diseases and disorders:
∗
∗

∗
∗

Dry itchy skin and associated diseases—adrenaline reduces the blood supply to the skin, which stops the oil
glands from working, causing a dull coat as well
Foul breath—pain causes the continual secretion of
adrenaline, which greatly reduces the neural impulse and
blood supply to the skin, mucous membranes, reproductive system, and digestive system; food begins to putrefy
and ferment in the intestines, causing the foul breath
Food allergies—food putrefaction causes this
Bloat —food fermentation produces the gas that causes
bloating

∗
∗
∗

Foul skin odor—once the oil glands stop working, the oil
left in the glands becomes rancid
Hot spots —on the rear legs of a dog, a continually slightly
pinched nerve causes a continual itch to occur; even
though the neuron is pinched within at the sacrum, the
brain perceives the itch to be at the nerve endings
Hyperthyroid—caused by continual secretion of adrenaline
Hypothyroid—the continual secretion of adrenaline eventually exhausts the thyroid gland
Pancreatic insufficiency—the continual secretion of
adrenaline reduces the neural impulse and blood supply to
the pancreas, causing a reduction in digestive enzyme production, and a reduction or complete cessation of insulin
production, leading to sugar diabetes
Sugar diabetes—see pancreatic insufficiency
Addison’s disease (hypoadrenocorticism) —continual secretion of adrenaline eventually exhausts the adrenal cortex
Reproductive problems —due to pain, paralysis, and the
lack of neural impulse and blood supply to the reproductive system
− Some males refuse to mount a female due to pain and/
or paralysis
− Some females have difficulty bearing the weight of the
male due to pain and/or paralysis
− Low sperm count
− Cycling problems in the female
− Some of the embryos that implant into the wall of the
uterus will resorb
− Some of the fetuses will die and resorb or mummify
− Last pup in line for nutrients from the mother’s blood
(i.e., last one born) will most likely be a runt
− Failure to carry pups to term
Weak immune system—adrenaline suppresses the immune
system
Neural myelatrophy—caused by a lack of neural impulse
and blood supply
Degenerative disease (“old dog syndrome”) —caused by
the degeneration of muscles and organs, and the buildup of
toxins in the body due to putrification of food in the intestinal track

Behavioral symptoms:
∗
∗
∗
∗
∗
∗
∗

Resists or refuses to jump
Prefers to sit on one side of the rear end
Incontinence —due to pain, the dog will not voluntarily
urinate or defecate
Guilty look—this is how a dog expresses pain
Hyper or restless for no apparent reason
Acting oddly when no other problems are evident
Unhappy and/or withdrawn
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Soon, we’ll be able to sell T-Shirts online;
but for now...

FLA

High Quality Tees, 50/50,
with or without front
pockets!!

T-Shirts!

Price: $18, includes shipping
Adult Sizes: Small,
Medium, Large, X-Large
Colors: Beige with Maroon
Print; Khaki with Black Print,
Gray with Black Print.

FRON
T
BACK
OF T-S
HIRT

...contact FLA at
info@floridalupine.org.
info@floridalupine.org.

PERSONAL HISTORY OF DR. HATHAWAY
1940 - I was born in Columbia, SC. My father was a jockey, owner and trainer
of racehorses. A typical year would find us in Louisville, KY, in the spring at Churchill Downs racetrack. The summer would be spent in NY, OH, or IL. The fall
would find us in Lexington, KY, and the winters in Miami, FL, or New Orleans, LA.
1952 - I began working at racetracks in the summer as a hot walker and was
soon taught to groom horses. Dad was a good horseman and a harsh teacher.
During my freshman year of high school, I went to seven different schools, two of
them twice. At the beginning of my sophomore year, Bloom Township High School
in Chicago Heights, IL, refused to let me take courses that I wanted to take. I
wanted to become a veterinarian. They claimed those courses were for permanent
students, and that I was a transient. I quit school and took a job as a groom on the
racetrack. I thought that my dream of becoming a veterinarian was lost forever.
1957 - I stepped outside of a stall I had just bedded down and lit up a cigarette. The groom on my right did the same. I was 17. He was 67. The groom to my
left was 70. I looked at them both and thought, we are all getting the same pay.
There is no future being a groom.
1958 - I joined the U.S. Navy in January. I became a radioman and worked
for admirals for most of nine years. I attended Radioman B School, which gave me
the math background I had missed in high school.
1963 - I was stationed in San Juan, PR, my last three years in the Navy. I
received a GED high school diploma, and attended college at night those three
years. I was honorably discharged from the Navy in December 1966 with a year of
college, with mostly A’s and a couple B’s.
1967 - I went to work with my father who was dying of cancer. I applied to
U.C. Davis, CA, for their pre-veterinary program, but they turned me down, stating
that they would not accept the Florida State credits I had earned while in Puerto
Rico. The University of Minnesota accepted my credits. My counselor advised me
that I was on probation because I had not attended high school to receive my
diploma. I asked him what probation meant, and he said, “You have to maintain a
C average or you will be dropped from the University.” I laughed. He asked,
“What's so funny?” I replied, “Hell, we’re all on probation.” He thought for a moment and said, “You’re right. I never thought of it that way.” In hindsight, being
accepted by the University of Minnesota was the best thing that could have happened to me. I got a much better education for practicing veterinary medicine than
I would have received at U.C. Davis. There were students who failed to get into my

class at the College of Veterinary Medicine who were accepted into the College of Medicine at the University of Minnesota—the college that produced
the doctors who created the Mayo Clinic.
1974 - I graduated. The U.S. Army had me for a few years.
1978 - I began my racetrack practice in southern California at Hollywood Park, Santa Anita, and Del Mar racetracks. I had been working over a
100 hours a week for a year and a half before my wife took my son and left. I
was crying on the shoulder of one of my veterinary friends when he asked,
“How long were you married?” I replied, “Six years.” He said, “You'll be getting a divorce about every five or six years as a racetrack veterinarian.” I
questioned a couple other vets and they said the same thing. I decided then
that I wanted to do something else for a living.
1984 - I dropped out and sailed the Bahamas as the navigator, ship’s
doctor, assistant cook, head cleaner and chief anchor yanker. It was a wonderful time. The Bahamian waters are the most beautiful I have ever seen.
The people, although mostly poor, were friendly. We just had to stay away
from the guys that wore heavy gold chains around their necks—the drug
runners. I studied philosophy, psychology, the world religions, self-help, and
metaphysics. I put on seminars on how to improve all relationships, business
and personal. I wrote a couple of books that remain unpublished. Best of all, I
learned a lot about myself.
1990 - I returned to the racetracks in southern California and met Gerald Knight, the man who taught me how to diagnose and adjust horses.
1991 - I moved to the San Francisco Bay area to begin my Chirovetpractic Practice. During the next nine years, I learned the symptoms seen in
horses, dogs, and cats. This allowed me to create my website. I began getting more requests from Florida for work than I was getting in California. My
practice had moved before I had. I tried many different things to be able to
stay in California (my lady did not want to move to Florida). Whatever I tried
to improve my business in California failed. The doors were closing in California and opening in Florida. I was torn. My business sense was saying, “Move
to Ocala, Florida.” My heart was saying, “No! No! No!” I finally took a meditative walk. The first thought that came to my mind was, “You don't trust God,
do you?” That question took me aback, and I said, “All right; I'll trust.”
2000 - I moved to Ocala, Florida. After speaking to the Florida Farm
Managers Association, I had an instant practice. Business has been good
ever since, and it is still growing.
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University of Florida Diagnoses Sleeping Disorder in Dogs
GAINESVILLE, Fla. — As an 8-weekold golden retriever puppy, Dreyfus
would paddle his little paws while he
slept.
“We thought it was really cute,” said
Boca Raton investment banker Scott
Crane.
But soon the adorable motion turned
to thrashing so violent it would keep the
whole household awake. Nearly five
years after the odd sleeping syndrome
began, University of Florida
veterinarians have diagnosed the dog's
problem as a rare case of rapid eye
movement behavior disorder.
“When he dreams, he goes
ballistic,” Crane said of his dog. “Over
the past couple of years it's gotten really
bad. He bangs walls, he has knocked
over furniture and he has kicked me in
the head.”
Dreyfus is being treated with a
medication that has been found effective
in people who have the condition. The
drug, which UF veterinarians expect to
be effective, has been used to control
seizures in dogs but never to manage this
condition.
In normal sleep, the major muscle
groups experience a kind of paralysis. In
this rare and only recently recognized
condition, the paralysis never takes hold,
leading to the high-action slumber.
To determine the cause of the
problem, the dog recently spent two
nights at UF's Veterinary Medical
Teaching Hospital hooked up to wires
and transmitters.
“Since sleep studies aren't routinely
performed in veterinary practice, we
collaborated with Dr. Robin Gilmore
from Shands at UF's Center for Sleep
Studies to conduct a test known as
polysomnography on Dreyfus,” said
Cheryl Chrisman, a veterinary
neurologist and professor of small
animal clinical sciences at UF.
Polysomnography measures brain
wave activity, muscle tone, eye
movements and heart and respiration
rates during first-stage sleep and during
the second stage of sleep commonly
known as rapid eye movement sleep.
Administered in Dreyfus' case along
with other tests to rule out brain disease,

polysomnography confirmed the
diagnosis of REM behavior disorder.
While known to affect humans, the
affliction has previously been
documented only through observation in
dogs.
“Movements may be so violent that
the human or animal is propelled out of
bed or across the floor,” Chrisman wrote
in a 1999 review article on sleep disorders
of dogs and cats. “Humans have
bludgeoned their spouses in the middle of
the night acting out their dreams of
fighting off a predator.”
Chrisman said the UF veterinary
teaching hospital receives a few
complaints each year from people who
claim to have pets with sleeping
disorders. Yet the
hospital has never
before had the
opportunity
to
study such an
animal through
the use of polysomnography.
“Only a few
cases a year are
recognized
in
dogs, and many
are likely overlooked as a variation of normal,”
Chrisman said.
“The owners
have been complaining about this
for three years and
were told that 'all
dogs do this.'”
Most dogs
have some minor
movements of paws and may twitch
during sleep or slightly paddle. Dreyfus,
however, violently moves his limbs, cries
loudly and makes other distressed sounds.
The family has placed pillows against
walls throughout the house and around
anywhere the dog might try to sleep.
“Any person with two young children
and a marriage would be affected by lack
of sleep,” Crane said. “I speak to around
300 people a day and I need my sleep to
do my job. Dreyfus' condition has
definitely affected our family life.”

Even babysitters are affected, he
said.
“If we happen to forget to tell a
babysitter about Dreyfus' tendencies,
they describe him as having an epileptic
attack,” Crane said. “It can be quite scary
to them, because they are caught in a
position of not knowing if there is
something wrong with the dog.”
Despite his frustration, Crane
stressed that Dreyfus is a beloved pet
who is the most mild-mannered dog he
has ever known.
“Most of all, we've been scared for
Dreyfus' own well being,” Crane said.
“He's never bitten anyone. He's just a
well-behaved animal who happens to
have a sleeping disorder.”

Chrisman said UF veterinarians will
be adjusting Dreyfus' medication and the
dose administered to determine maximum effectiveness.

For more information on this story, you
can visit the UF web site, located at
www.napa.ufl.edu/2001news/
dogsleep.htm or contact Sarah Carey via
phone (352) 392-4700, ext. 5206 or via
e-mail at careys@mail.vetmed.ufl.edu.
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site. I immediately began placing
animals, and as of today we are
down to 15, with one being placed tomorrow.
Because the State Vet and the Attorney
General were moving quickly, planning to
euthanize the remaining animals and put Simmons in jail for up to 6 months, she agreed to a
last-minute plea bargain.
Our organization is now leasing the property: taking over ownership of the remaining
animals, bulldozing her current dilapidated
caging, and rebuilding a whole new facility. I
am placing one of our staff members on site to
run the whole operation. We are estimating the

Indigo Mountain Nature Center
Indigo Mountain Nature Center, Inc., is located in Colorado and was established to
create public awareness and
to inspire respect for all wildlife through education, while also providing a
sanctuary for displaced captive-born wildlife.
Some months ago, notorious puppy miller
Kay Simmons contacted me for help in placing
numerous mid-content wolfdogs. She was in
contempt of court; she was allowed 14 animals
but there were actually some 50 animals at her
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construction will run about $5-7000. The new
site willl be run under Indigo Mountain’s 501
(c)(3) status as a satellite sanctuary.
If there is any way that you can help us,
please visit our website at www.indigomtn.org;
contact us via email (scranston@earthlink.net
or carolscarb @earthlink.net); or call us at
(303) 838-9736 or (719) 748-5550. If you
would like to send a donation, it can be mailed
to the following address:
Indigo Mountain Sanctuary
P.O. Box 208
Lake George, CO 80827

What Might Dr. Suess have HAD to say about September 11?
With the first anniversary of these horrific events,
he might have said something of cowards’ intents—
of our hearts and our towers being felled on that sad day—
of the glory and strength of the united U and S way.
Every U down in U-ville liked U.S. a lot,
But the Binch, who lived Far East of U-ville, did not.
The Binch hated U.S! the whole U.S. way!
Now don't ask me why, for nobody can say,
It could be his turban was screwed on too tight.
Or the sun from the desert had beaten too bright;
But I think that the most likely reason of all
May have been that his heart was two sizes too small.
But, whatever the reason, his heart or his turban,
He stood facing U-ville, the part that was urban.
"They're doing their business," he snarled from his perch.
"They're raising their families! They're going to church!
They're leading the world, and their empire is thriving,
I MUST keep the S's and the U's from surviving!"
Tomorrow, he knew, all the U's and the S's,
Would put on their pants and their shirts and their dresses,
They'd go to their offices, playgrounds and schools,
And abide by their U and S values and rules,
And then they'd do something he liked least of all,
Every U down in U-ville, the tall and the small,
Would stand all united, each U and each S,
And they'd sing U-ville's anthem, "God bless us! God bless!"
All around their Twin Towers of U-ville, they'd stand,
and their voices would drown every sound in the land.
"I must stop that singing," Binch said with a smirk,
And he had an idea--an idea that might work!

The Binch stole some U–airplanes in U-morning hours,
And crashed them right into the U-ville Twin Towers.
"They'll wake to disaster!" he snickered, so sour,
"And how can they sing when they can't find a tower?"
The Binch cocked his ear as they woke from their sleeping,
All set to enjoy their U-wailing and weeping,
Instead he heard something that started quite low,
And it built up quite slow, but it started to grow-And the Binch heard the most unpredictable thing...
And he couldn't believe it--they started to sing!
He stared down at U-ville, not trusting his eyes,
What he saw was a shocking, disgusting surprise!
Every U down in U-ville, the tall and the small,
Was singing! Without any towers at all!
He HADN'T stopped U-Ville from singing! It sung!
For down deep in the hearts of the old and the young,
Those Twin Towers were standing,
Called Hope and called Pride,
And you can't smash the towers we hold deep inside.
So we circle the sites where our heroes did fall,
With a hand in each hand of the tall and the small,
And we mourn for our losses while knowing we'll cope,
For we still have inside that U-Pride and U-Hope.
For America means a bit more than tall towers,
It means more than wealth or political powers,
It's more than our enemies ever could guess,
So may God bless America! Bless us! God bless!
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Wolf Tales
By Vicki Spencer, FLA Member
Damien was a beauty, even at only
thirteen weeks old. Well, at that age, he
needed to visit the vet and he was so sweet
and so small, I thought it would be no
problem just popping him in the car with me
without going through all the trouble of
setting up the crate and loading it into the
car. I mean, “What the heck; I'll just throw
him in the back seat and run him on over to
the vet’s office just down the road.”
Actually, the trip there was pretty
uneventful, so with no further ado, I loaded
him in the car for the return ride.
Unfortunately, on the way home he decided
that he had put up with just about enough of
that big moving box on wheels with strange
things flying by making all those incredible
noises.
He searched and finally found his escape
route right out the front. So he launched
himself from the back seat bouncing right off
that front windshield.
Meanwhile, I'm thinking, “What the HELL
are you doing little puppy dog!?” One minute
he was in the back and the next he was
splattered on the dash board. I found out real
quick that the dog was gone and the wolf had
kicked in. This little guy wanted out—one
way or the other. He just couldn't figure out
why he could see where he wanted to go but
he couldn’t get to where he wanted to go.
He launched himself at the windows
next—all four sides; but every jump for
freedom resulted in a body slam into
something he couldn’t understand or see.
By this time I'm driving as fast as I safely
can to try to get this crazy pup home. I was
worried that he was going to hurt himself
badly, but I was also trying to dodge this mad
demon who was jumping from the front to the
back to front, trying all 4 sides of the vehicle,
flying over my head, and generally flipping
and flopping everywhere.
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As I came to a stop light with cars
surrounding me on all sides, I pretended I
didn't notice anyone watching me as this
Tasmanian devil was flying at hyper speed
around the inside my car, getting so worked up
that he was beginning to froth at the mouth.
Though frantic to get home, I tried acting
perfectly normal as slobber slid down my hair,
back and arms. This wet stuff was all over me.
I swiped at the slobber as it was headed
toward my glasses and only then realized that
the wet stuff wasn’t slobber at all.
No wonder people were staring at us in
amazement! The wet stuff wasn’t DROOL! It
was POOP! Poop was raining down on my
head, into my hair, over my glasses, and down
my face.
But that’s not all. This poor boy’s tail had
acted like a sponge, soaking up quite a bit of
this runny poop and, as a result, was swinging
it in every direction as he thrashed from side
to side trying to find an exit! My windows were
covered in poop. My seats were covered in
poop. I mean, it looked like my grandchildren
had finger painted the inside of my car—with
POOP!
I couldn’t see anything, so brainstorm! “I’ll
turn on my windshield wipers so I can at least
see out of the front windshield!” Uhm. What
was I thinking?!? The mess was on the INSIDE
of the car. I guess it’s one of those moments
when your electricity goes out and your enter a
room and automatically flip the light switch—
and nothing happens. Well, the same thing
here—obviously. Nothing happened—other
than I now had a poop-smeared, bug-smeared
windshield.
Well, so what’s the moral to this story? I
don’t care how old or how young or how welltrained someone says an animal is, I always
take along a crate for transport—just in case.
By the way, I took my car in to have it
detailed rather than deal with the mess
myself. Can you imagine what those detailers
thought when they saw the condition of my
vehicle? I’d venture to say they were not
amused that day.
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Rescue Roster: We Need Homes Desparately
Spirit (right) is an

born 3/23/98. She
is very friendly,
submissive and a bit
immature. She was
pulled and bottle-fed.
Her background and
breeder are known.
She needs to go to an
experienced
owner.
She is UTD on all
shots and is spayed.
[Contact:
Thom
Whaley, FACES of the HOWL, a
Wolfdog Rescue & Adoption Facility, at WolfDog@peoplepc.com or at
1-850-492-8716.]
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upper-mid-content
wolf/Malamute mix.
She rides well, is
leash-trained, and is
house-trained. She’s
well-behaved, UTD
on shots, spayed,
and
heartworm
free.
[Contact:
Thom
Whaley, FACES of the
HOWL, a Wolfdog Rescue & Adoption Facility, at 1-850492-8716 or at WolfDog@peoplepc.com.]

Kaila (below) was

Onyx (above) was born 3/22/2001.
She is shy and will take some time to
warm up to a new owner. She is
spayed, up to date (UTD) on all shots
and is on heartworm preventative.
She rides and is leash trained to limited extent. She will only go to an
experienced owner.
[Contact: Thom Whaley, FACES of
the HOWL, Wolfdog Rescue & Adoption Facility, at
WolfDog
@peoplepc.com or at 1-850-492-8716.]

Caesar and Cleopatra (above)

Daka (bottom center) and Tika
(bottom right) are brother and
sister, respectively. They are
lower mid-content wolfdogs and
were born 2/12/96. Daka is more
reserved than Tika, taking a little
more time to warm up to humans
than his sister. Tika is sweet and
playful, but she requires a
warming up period when meeting
strangers. Tika is spayed, and
Daka is neutered. They are both
UTD on shots, and they are both on heartworm prevention.
[Contact: Thom Whaley, FACES of the HOWL, a Wolfdog Rescue &
Adoption Facility, at either
WolfDog@peoplepc.com or at 1-850492-8716.]

are bonded and need to be placed
together. Caesar is an escape artist
and Cleo is a follower. They require
good containment but they would be
ideal for a first-time owner. They are
very social and sweet. They are mid content Malamute/wolf mixes; they
are spayed/neutered, UTD on all
shots and on heartworm prevention.
[Contact: Thom Whaley, FACES of
the HOWL, Wolfdog Rescue & Adoption Facility, at WolfDog@peoplepc.
com or at 1-850-492-8716.]
Disclaimer: FLA neither verifies nor substantiates the accuracy of any of the information about the animals posted in the Rescue
Roster. We merely report what we are given by rescue agencies and/or rescue individuals. All animals with 75% or more wolf
content in FL require a Class II permit by the Florida Fish & Wildlife Conservation Commission.
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