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As most FLA members know, I lost a
very special animal on October 5, 2003.
Keno's
s ymp to ms
were
a lmos t
unnoticeable at first. If he wasn't so social
and affectionate, I wouldn't have noticed
anything at all until the fifth day he was sick
— when he was already neurological. He
walked away from attention the first two
days of his illness. That was the only
noticeable sign that anything was wrong.
On the third afternoon, he seemed a
little depressed, so I took him for a walk to
try and cheer him up. He was happy to be
out, but still depressed. He did have a little
diarrhea, but no blood in it and no foul odor
— just diarrhea.
On the fourth day, Wednesday, he
didn’t greet me at the gate, and he
still had diarrhea. I felt foolish bringing him
to the vet that day, but I knew something
was wrong. At the vet’s office, we learned
that he had a fever, but more importantly,
we found out that his blood counts were
way off.
His white blood cell (WBC) count was
2.95 (normal is 6-17); his albumin, a
protein synthesized by the liver, was 1.4
(normal is 2.5-4.4); his alanine transaminase (ALT), an enzyme found primarily in

the liver cells, was 169 (normal is 20-150);
his platelets were 141, a little on the low
end of the normal range (normal is 120600); and his hanatocrit (HCT), which
detects the volume of packed red blood
cells, was 35.1, within the normal range of
35-55.
“What about Ehrlichia?” I asked. The
response was that they could test for it but
that it probably wasn't Ehrlichia — a tickborne disease.
“What about West Nile Virus (WNV)?”
I questioned. That notion was rejected
more firmly than Ehrlichia.
Just to be safe, I asked the vet to put
Keno on Doxycycline, the antibiotic of
choice for Ehrlichia.
Keno wouldn’t eat at the vets office
that night. I went to see him the next
morning, Thursday (the fifth day he was
ill). He vomited a little but the veterinarian
did not think it was anything serious.
However, we had more blood work done
— a Complete Blood Count (CBC) — and
his counts were up, back in the normal
ranges: his WBC count was up to 7.46, his
platelets were at 176, and his HCT was at
40.3.
During the day Thursday, Keno began
to wobble a little. He wasn’t disoriented,
just wobbly. The vets were puzzled. Keno
did not have Parvo — besides, he had had
all vaccinations as scheduled. It was not
(Continued on page 6)
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From the Desk of the FLA President
By Al Mitchell
The Fifth Annual Spring Rendezvous is now
history! Those who made the journey to the Elite
Resorts at Salt Springs, in the Ocala National Forest, found a beautiful spot on Earth. The cottages
were everything they were represented to be. The
location, on a lake, was great. The staff was very
accommodating, and the food was fantastic. The
ride into the Forest was beautiful and peaceful.
Elite Resorts is a big step up from our earlier locations, and the Board of Directors has voted to
have next year’s Rendezvous at Elite Resorts.
Cynthia Watkins, owner of the Seacrest Wolf
Preserve in Chipley, Florida, was our featured
speaker and had total attention as she discussed
wolves in the wild and the impact man is having
on them. Cynthia also invited FLA members to
visit Seacrest, and I expect that some will take her
up on her offer. She is on 400 acres of largely unspoiled land with a variety of animals, including
wolves, horses, and deer.
Someone else who had total attention was our
newest member and professional auctioneer, Thomas McCarthy. He quickly separated the experienced auction goers from the rest of the pack. Nobody scratched their nose while he was talking a
mile a minute.
We said a sad farewell to Rob Matthews as he
announced that he must leave the Board of Directors. Rob planned and ran a great dog show and
we thank him for his efforts. His new job and
change of work locations caused him to have to
resign from the Board, but we expect to hear more
from Rob in the future.
We also have lost Kim Miles from the Board.
As a founding member of the Florida Lupine Association, Kim was unselfish in her years of dedication and hard work as she helped guide FLA
through its incorporation and through its first five
years. She created and edited a nationally recognized newsletter, the Florida Lupine News, and
established and co-managed an internet forum for
wolfdog owners around the world to communicate
and share both problems and solutions. She participated in and coordinated countless rescues
through the Southeast. As she leaves the Board,
her fellow directors and members of FLA thank
her for her efforts on our behalf and wish her all
the best in the years to come.

But, we are also fortunate that, at our annual
meeting held during the Rendezvous, the membership elected two new members of the Board.
Melissa Kondratick served as our Secretary during
the past year and was an appointed member of the
FLA Board (i.e., without a vote). Melissa has done a
fine job as Secretary, and we are glad to see her
work rewarded by the membership’s election of her
to the upcoming Board. Now she can actually vote
at Board meetings.
Also elected to the FLA Board was Joan
“Raven” Ford. Joan will be bringing to FLA her skills
as a retired English professor. She will be picking
up the FLA Editor responsibilities from Kim. We are
glad to have another such extremely well qualified
person for this position. We welcome Joan to the
Board and look forward to working with her.
As we begin a new Fiscal Year, one of the significant issues facing us is the increasing number of
animals needing new homes. FLA is opposed to
“backyard” or “accidental” breeding. Accidents don’t
just happen. But we continue to see more people
breeding irresponsibly. During the next year, we will
seek to build a closer network of reputable breeders
and continue to educate the membership-at-large
regarding the problems associated with becoming
“backyard breeders.”
The impact on the over-taxed rescue network,
which has to deal with the results of “backyard
breeding” is at its limit financially, morally, and emotionally. Spaying and neutering is a topic we will
discuss in detail as the year progresses. FLA’s mission as a 501(c)(3) tax-exempt organization is to
educate. But we cannot do it alone. We need you,
the FLA membership, to help pass the word along
that if one breeds, they MUST do it responsibly.
Visit our website (www.floridalupine.org) for more
on responsible breeding, or contact us at for an information packet on breeding ethically and responsibly.
Your Board of Directors works for the members
and for all of our animals. I encourage members to
ask questions of us and also to provide us with your
thoughts. You can send an email to us at
info@floridalupine.org, send a FAX to 941-6290761, or send a snail mail to PO Box 1092, Brooksville, FL 34605-1092. Let us hear form you.
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From the Desk of the FLA Secretary
By Melissa Kondratick
It was wonderful to meet everyone at this year’s
2004 Rendezvous at Elite Resorts in Salt Springs, FL!
The Rendezvous went beautifully, and fun was had by
all. The cabins were lovely, and the critters even
lovelier.
As you know, FLA held its annual business
meeting and two positions were up for re-election;
both Rob Mathews and Kim Miles, the former FLA
Editor, stepped down from the Board. They will both
be missed. The two individuals who were voted in as
FLA Directors are me and Joan Ford, who will be the
new FLA Editor. Thank you to all for making me the
"official" FLA Secretary for this new term.
For those of you that have not renewed your FLA
membership, either at the Rendezvous or since, this
will be the last issue of the newsletter that you will
receive. All memberships will be lapsing as of July 1st.
So please support FLA by renewing your membership.
See the membership renewal form in this newsletter!
We now have a new section in our newsletter that
highlights dogs and their owners. We need member
participation for this, so please submit your dog’s
photo and a 400-650 word article about you and your
animal.
FLA offers several educational packets: (1) safe
containment for wolfdogs, (2) being a responsible
breeder, (3) finding an ethical breeder, (4) breedspecific legislation information, and (5) sample puppy
sales contracts with spay/neuter clauses. These
packets are free. If you know of anyone interested in
an info packet, contact FLA by calling (352) 238-1104
or sending an e-mail to info@floridalupine.org.
On the personal front, I’d like to take a moment to
comment about West Nile Virus (WNV). Many of you
probably read my article on Keno and his bout with
WNV published in last year’s FLA newsletter. I wrote
an updated article for inclusion in this newsletter
because I have another animal (Jessie) that has been
diagnosed with WNV.
Jessie first showed signs of pain, crankiness, an
unwillingness to move, and a wobbly gait. When
brought to the veterinarian, he had a fever of 103.3o
but his initial blood work (a complete blood count and
a chem. panel) was perfect. But because of what
happened with Keno last year, they pursued the
problem, drawing blood for more specific blood tests
and contacting the University of Florida (UF).
The veterinarian at UF was skeptical, claiming
that it wasn’t likely WNV as it would be like lightning
striking twice in the same place. However, both my
veterinarian and I found that odd, thinking that since
we KNOW that there is WNV in the area, it seems
even more likely that another animal could contract

the virus. So while we awaited the results of the blood
work, my animal was put on intravenous fluids and
given a round of oral medication: pain killers,
antibiotics, and anti-inflammatories.
After a few days, Jessie appeared to respond well to
the treatment and apparently decided that he was a
normal wolf again. This lasted for the next two
weeks—until I went out one morning and noticed that
something wasn't quite right.
On Saturday morning, Jessie wasn't at the gate, he
wasn't smiling, and he was laying in the middle of his
enclosure. I tried calling to him, getting him to come to
me, but that didn’t work. So I went to Jessie and halfdragged, half-carried him out of the enclosure. As we
neared the gate, I guess he finally decided that the
indignity of being dragged was of greater import than
attempting to walk on his own.
I called the veterinarian’s office to let them know
we were going to be coming in. After we arrived, I
noticed that some of the test results had come in. An
antibody test showed a high antibody result of 1:80. In
addition, the veterinarian claimed that Jessie had a
temperature of 104°.
The veterinarian gave him intravenous fluids and
gave me some fluids to give to him subcutaneously on
Sunday. By Monday, he was just about himself again.
On the way to the veterinarian that morning, Jessie
decided trucks were for trashing, so it proved to be
quite a trying ride.
On Tuesday, more results came in from Cornell
University, where blood was sent for additional tests.
The test was negative for St. Luis Encephalitis (SLE)
at 1:20. The WNV serum neutralizing (SN) test
indicated a high positive for WNV at 1:4096. The PRNT
test also indicated positive for WNV at >1:640. The
IGM AB Capture ELISA test indicated a negative
result for WNV at 1:100. However, Cornell is going to
retest for a definitive result. As it stands, it appears
that Jessie is testing negative for SLA but positive for
WNV.
Jessie's WNV symptoms were very different from
Keno's symptoms. No one seems to know about the
long-term effects of the virus: Can he get WNV again?
Will he be immune? Will he keep having recurrences?
Most importantly, however, is why my county
thinks we don't have a WNV problem. How can we be
better prepared to investigate a WNV problem in
canines or combat potential WNV outbreaks in our
canines if our county health agencies do not
acknowledge that such problems exist?
If anyone ever has any question about WNV (or
anything else) that they think I may be able to help
with, please feel free to call (352) 238-1104.
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From the “Virtual” Desk of the
Webmaster

From the Desk of the Treasurer

By Jody Haynes

The following is Florida Lupine Association’s Annual
Treasurer’s Report for the 2003-2004 fiscal year, ending
June 30. We have completed another year as a wolfdog
education organization and our first year at an entirely
new rendezvous location. Consensus among the directors and the members was that this year’s location was
the best yet and a great place to have future rendezvous.

How many of you are aware of all of the laws, regulations, rules, and codes that pertain to owning, breeding,
containing, and exhibiting wolfdogs and wolves in Florida
and in your local county or municipality? If you haven’t
familiarized yourself with the laws that affect you and
your woofer(s), you might want to do that.
We have added a new section to the website containing links to Florida State Statues and Florida Fish &
Wildlife Conservation Commission rules that pertain to
dogs, wolfdogs, wolves, and other wildlife. This new section also allows you to locate county and municipal codes
that affect you in your specific area, as well as regulations that apply to wolves and wolfdogs in states other
than Florida.
Because this is the newsletter issue that follows our
annual meeting, it seemed fitting to also add a sampling
of photos taken during the FLA 2004 Rendezvous to the
website. FLA members will also receive an insert in this
newsletter with lots more color photos of the event.
This year’s Rendezvous was held at Elite Resorts at
Salt Springs, in the heart of the Ocala National Forest.
We believe this was our best Rendezvous yet, based on
member participation, involvement, and feedback. The
cabins and facilities were great, and the Elite staff was
wonderful. We look forward to going back to Elite Resorts
for our 2005 Rendezvous.
At this meeting, two new Directors were elected and
two Directors ended their terms. Kim Miles stepped down
as Director and Editor after five years of selfless dedication to FLA. Kim was replaced by Joan Ford, who is a
retired English Professor. Joan will take over the Editor
position beginning with the next issue of the Florida Lupine News, due in the Fall.
Rob Matthews completed a one-year term as FLA
Director, and we would all like to thank him for his efforts
in helping to make sure the organization and the Rendezvous ran smoothly, especially his planning, coordinating,
and overseeing of the dog show.
Melissa Kondratick also deserves congratulations.
She was appointed by the FLA Board of Directors last
year as a non-voting Director, and she has been the FLA
Secretary during that time. Her status was elevated to a
full voting Director after this year’s election during our
annual meeting at this year’s Rendezvous.
Feel free to send your comments regarding FLA to
one of the Directors. Your President and Secretary can
be located at info@floridalupine.org, your Webmaster at
webmaster@floridalupine.org, and your new Editor at
editor@floridalupine.org. Please take a few moments to
visit YOUR FLA website today at www.floridalupine.org,
and encourage your friends, family, and neighbors to do
the same!
Happy surfing!

By Mayo Wetterberg

From a financial standpoint, this year’s rendezvous was
very good, netting $832.00 from the auction and raffle.
To all those who donated sale items and those who
joined the spirited bidding---thanks very much. The Rendezvous has become our largest single income source
after member dues.
The following is a summary of our financial report for the
2003-2004 fiscal year:
Receipts
Dues

$1,040.00 ($555.00 collected at the 2004
FLA Rendezvous)
Misc Income $325.00
Donations
$2,444.64*
TOTAL
$3,809.64
*This years donations included $1,175.00 in memorials to Jan
Mitchell and Beth Palmer. Those donations have been fenced
and will be used in a specific project to honor their memory.

Expenses
Office
Printing
Postage
Rendezvous
Website
Fees & Misc
TOTAL

$382.69
$384.00
$158.87
$458.58*
$135.00
$407.10**
$1,926.24

*Rendezvous items included printing FLA materials, mailing
fliers, purchasing supplies, foods, and trophies/ribbons for the
dog show.
**Fees and miscellaneous expenses included banking fees and
Florida non-profit registration costs.

Year-End Balance
After all expenses were paid, FLA’s year end balance is
$1,883.40.
From the Treasurer’s desk, I would like to welcome all
the new members who signed up, and thank those who
donated their time and money to help FLA promote responsible wolfdog ownership.
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(Continued from page 1)

distemper; the vet had not seen a
case of distemper in 20 years, and
vaccine breaks are very rare. The
Ehrlichia test also came back
negative, but Keno was becoming
more and more wobbly.
I finally took him to another vet,
who told me “It is not WNV; it is
probably Ehrlichia.” In addition, this
vet stated that Keno needed steroids
to suppress his immune system and
to stop his blood from attacking itself.
I took him home that night, and he
ate a few hotdogs for me and drank a
lot of water. But he became more and
more lethargic throughout the night.
By Friday morning (Day Six), we
started to see some improvement. He
was a little more active and a little
more responsive. We made the vet
rounds, going first to the vet who had
offered the second opinion yesterday.
According to the vet, Keno's blood
“looked funny.”
So I took Keno to the first vet for
another CBC. His counts were
normal, but his platelets were
unusually low, only 38 (normal is 120 600). Keno was now beginning to
stagger.
We packed up and headed to the
University of Florida (UF) Vet School
in Gainesville. When we arrived, Keno
could hardly walk. He staggered into
the building. It seemed like he didn’t
know exactly where his feet were. His
unsteadiness became noticeably
worse as time progressed — until he
could no longer stand on his own.
As soon as we arrived, I asked the
doctor if it could be WNV. They
responded by saying that he probably
didn’t have WNV since there were
only two documented canine cases in
the United States. Apparently, if it is
not “documented,” it does not happen.
Shortly before Keno died, I asked
the UF vet once again about WNV. I
was told that Keno didn't have the
typical symptoms of WNV. However, if
there are only two “documented”
cases of canines suffering from WNV
in the U.S., how does anyone know
what the typical symptoms are?
I've spoken with the owner of one
of those documented cases. He lost
three animals last year to WNV. Two
officially “didn't happen” since they

weren’t documented. His animals’
symptoms were very different from
Keno’s or Jessie’s. He didn’t notice
anything wrong until his animals had
a “tilted head,” one of the known
symptoms of WNV.
Someone else had an animal
with WNV that started “walking
backwards.” He got to the vet in time,
and at his insistence, the vet tested
him for WNV. The animal was
positive for WNV and is now still
alive. People should insist that their
animals be tested for WNV.
Keno spent the last three days of
his life in a large “tiger” cage at UF
— alone, confused and unable to get
to his feet without assistance, in part
because of his illness and in part
because the cage had a slick
concrete floor. His health steadily
declined and he died at 7:40 a.m. on
Sunday—eight days after he began
showing signs of the illness.
I've had necropsies done (the
equivalent of an autopsy), and 1-1/2
months after his death they were no
closer to discovering what was
wrong with him than they were while
he was alive.
I asked the pathologist, “What
about West Nile?” He didn’t really
want to hear about West Nile being a
possibility either, but he did mention
that there was a test to determine if
an animal has WNV.
“Do you want to have your
animal tested for WNV?” he asked.
“YES!” I replied. We had nothing else
at that point (despite their initial
certainty that it was distemper and
the time that was wasted searching
cell by cell in vain for the red nucleus
indicative of distemper).

Two months after Keno’s death,
the pathologist at UF called me. He
and the other pathologists had
examined all of the tissue samples,
and they were 99% sure that Keno
had died from WNV. They were
going to send some of his brain
tissue to Tampa, where they would
try to cultivate the virus.
The samples were sent to the
Tampa Department of Health, but
they didn’t want to test it. The tissue
was also never tested for rabies,
which is apparently a standard test
when an animal dies of neurological
problems. After UF prompted them,
the finally got the WNV test done.
There are three stages of
testing. Keno tested positive for all
three. There was now no doubt that
my special, little puppy died from a
disease that I was told repeatedly he
didn’t have. Keno is now the third
“documented” case of WNV in a
canine in the country — the first in
Florida; the first in my county.
Did I mention that “officially,” we do
not have a WNV problem in
Hernando County? In the year 2003,
only one bird, one horse and my dog
have been documented with WNV.
Did I also mention that my
equine vet had treated more than
one case of WNV that year? Cases
that were “non-existent” I might add.
They don't exist because they have
not been documented. How many
more animals must die before we
recognize that this deadly virus is a
serious problem to our pets?
Could we have saved Keno? I will
never know. Could this happen to
you? Yes, unfortunately it can.
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Dog Talk
By Nick Powell
I was sitting around the other evening, trying to
come up with something to write about, and happened
to glance over at my dog, Cody. He was sprawled
across the carpet, looking about as bored as I was.
“I can’t think of anything to write about tonight.
You got any ideas?” I asked.
“Well, now that you’ve asked,” Cody said as he
gazed intently into my eyes. “There is one issue that
has always bothered me. Maybe if you write it down
on paper and other humans read it, just maybe we can
put a stop to this.”
“What is it, old buddy?” I asked.
“It’s this ‘dog’ business.”
“Excuse me?” I asked.
“You know, the way you humans are always taking
our name in vain, so to speak. For example, your
saying, ‘sick as a dog.’ Do you really think we get
sicker than any other creatures? What if I was
talking to that German Shepard next door and said,
‘Hey, did you hear about old Spot? He really tied one
on last night and got sick as a human!’ Sounds pretty
stupid, don’t you think.”
“I see your point. Go on, please.”
“Well, the one that really gripes my tail is when
you call one of your ugly humans a ‘dog.’ That’s
downright insulting! You’re insinuating that all dogs

are ugly and that’s an out and out lie. Take a look at
Fifi, the French Poodle around the corner. If that’s
ugly, I'll eat my tail ... fleas and all!”
“Hey! You’re not supposed to have any fleas. I just
had you groomed and dipped and bought you that new
flea collar!”
“Don't try to change the subject,” Cody growled.
“How about that old saying, ‘You can't teach an old
dog new tricks.’ What a crock! Why just the other day
that old mutt, Spike, who is at least twelve in human
years, learned that stupid ‘sit’ command.”
“You really think that the sit command is stupid?”
I asked, feeling a bit bewildered.
“Look, I don’t mind it much and YOU seem to get a
kick out of it, so I figured ‘what’s the harm?’ I
decided to humor you,” Cody answered.
“You should have said something. I had no idea . . .”
“And what about that silly expression, ‘dog-gone
it.’ Do you realize how much confusion that causes us?
We look at each other and say, ‘Do they want us all to
leave now . . . or what?’”
“Wow, I never thought of it that way. Is there
more?” I hesitantly questioned.
“I could go on and on, but I think you get the idea
now. Why don't you people try a substitution for a
change, like ‘ugly as a cat’ or maybe ‘you can't teach an
old pig new tricks.’ Get my drift?”
I sat in astonishment, thinking over everything
Cody had said.
“Read this back to me when you get a rough draft.
For now, though, could you just open the back door
for me? I’ve gotta use the lawn.”

F L O R ID A L UP I NE N EWS
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The Story of Mya’s Dream
By Cheryl Hazzard, FLA Member & Owner of FLA’s 2004 Grand Champion
It was Mya’s dream to be an
important part of a family and to be
loved. But mostly she was eager to
learn. She was born in the little town
of Narcoossee, FL. Cuddling and
human imprinting began at birth as
her mother, Neeshan, loved and
trusted me and let me help her when
the pups were born.
Mya was sold to a wonderful lady
in Leesburg, FL. Mya was raised
indoors the first year of her life and
was trained professionally. Then
Mya’s new mom was facing divorce
and couldn’t take Mya with her. So
Mya’s mom sold her to a man in
Claremont, FL, not realizing that
wolfdogs were not welcomed there.
Mya’s new owner lived with a
roommate who owned a Pit Bull.
After a short period of time, Mya’s
new owner decided to spend three
months in Europe, but before he left,
he called me because the original
owner had provided him with Mya’s
paperwork.
The agreement we made with
Mya’s new owner was that this man’s
father would provide for the food bill
and that I would watch Mya. When I
spoke to his father, however, I
learned that his father was opposed
to his son owning a “wolf.”
A couple of weeks went by, and
we heard nothing from Mya’s new
owner. Then one day, Mya’s owner’s
roommate called and asked if he
could bring Mya to us. My husband
told him that we wondered what had
happened and that we would be glad
to take her.
Not only did Mya and I hit it off
from the start, but her old family
welcomed her with opened . . . paws,
so to speak. While walking back to
the kennel area, she was instantly
serenaded. The familiar surroundings and the joyous howls and yips
made Mya bounce up onto and over
the picnic table to the gate that
housed her parents and siblings.
Noses rubbed and kisses were given.
Mya was in heaven.

Mya and I began to take short
walks, as I do with her sisters,
Choctaw and Cacheena — although
we sat more than we walked. We
went to East Lake Toho lakefront,
and even to the Flea Market. Not one
of them would pull me as I took them
on their individual walks. It’s almost
like they knew I had an injury. Not
only did the wolfdogs and I have a
blast on our outings, but everyone
everywhere loved their personalities.
Then one day, I brought Mya
inside for a while and she began
sniffing around, and pushed open the
linen closet door where the box of
puppy toys is kept. She pulled out
her very own squeaky toy and
became giddy again, running from
room to room and from chair to
couch, etc. From then on, she began
spending more time inside.
Then, I noticed something a little
peculiar. Mya would lie down with
her squeaky toy cuddled at her
stomach, make it squeak, and then
clean it. I got suspicious of this new
behavior, so I called the owner’s
roommate and asked him if it was
possible that Mya could be pregnant.
He chuckled and replied that it was
quite possible. He added that she
had tied with his Pit Bull the day
that he brought her to my house.
Needless to say, I was appalled,
but throughout Mya’s nine-week
term I tried not to let her see my
concerns. We all know the negative
reputation that Pit Bulls have
acquired lately. I considered having
the pups destroyed. Someone even
suggested that I sell the pups and
just not mention that the father was
a Pit Bull — but I couldn’t lie!
My neighbors next door loved
Mya’s personality and asked if they
could have a pup. In the end, the
puppies were not discriminated
against, and they all found good
homes under contracts that they
remain contained and socialized, and
that they be spayed or neutered.
Now, if that wasn’t enough, I

was left facing another, more
personal problem. Because of
injuries I had sustained, I had had
spinal surgery and it had left me
unable to rotate my hips unless I
rotated my shoulders at the same
time. The doctors could do no more
for me than they already had. I was
now known as the bionic wolf lady of
Osceola!
I was seriously debating the
thought that it might be in my
animals’ best interests if I found
them another good, permanent
home because of my physical
condition. I had discussed this with
a good friend who was very
supportive but who also knew how
to convince me to continue with my
lifelong dream of owning and caring
for wolfdogs.
Barbara Speer, FLA’s previous
Secretary, brought me a white
wolfdog pup out of the Wolves of
Williston. She came into my living
room where I was recuperating from
my surgery and set the pup on the
bed with me. I fell in love with the
pup — especially since I already had
a white wolf, Mya’s father. This was
a clever sentimental tactic — and it
worked! Mya-Tuk was getting old,
and my love for these animals, and
puppies in particular, got me up and
going again.
Still uncertain ten months later
and still in serious discomfort and
pain, a very unique incident
occurred. Mya’s Dream picked up
her leash and brought it to me as if
to say, “Come on, Mom, let’s go.” Off
we went, slowly, outside. I became
stronger month by month. With the
help of volunteers and close friends,
I finally decided to keep all 14 of my
wolves and wolfdogs.
This story has a very happy
ending. Mya’s Dream has been so
well-trained and loved that she won
the 1st place ribbon in obedience and
the 2nd place ribbon in agility at our
latest Florida Lupine rendezvous,
(Continued on page 9)
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(Continued from page 8)

and is now our club’s Grand
Champion best in show.
I love these animals and will
remain Osceola County’s wolf lady. I
am and always will be walking with
wolves. Thank you, Mya! You are
making my dreams come true.
Mya’s Dream has just passed
her first temperament test; she has
two more to go, and if we pull it off,
she will be Osceola’s first registered
therapy wolfdog. She looks
extremely wolfy, standing at 73.9%
timber wolf/husky/shepherd. This
hybrid loves all elderly people and
children of all ages. She is also the
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babysitter to all of the pups who are
rescued or born here.
I am truly blessed to have the
privilege to be in the company of the
wolves of Narcoossee. Many thanks
to Lilly and Tom Tomaselli for
trusting me with one of their pups
and for letting that pup inspire me.
Thanks also to Barbara Speer for
her support and encouragement.
Thanks to Justine and Charlie,
friends and neighbors. And most
sincerely, thanks to a very hardworking individual — my husband,
Art; without you, my dreams would
never have made it this far!

Cheryl & Mya’s Dream, accepting the
FLA Grand Champion award

National Animal Control Association Policy Statement
Extended Animal Control Concerns: Wildlife/Hybrids As Pets
POLICY STATEMENT
NACA opposes the keeping, sale, or breeding of wildlife and
wildlife hybrids as pets.

NACA feels that the breeding of hybrids instills a false impression of security to the public and creates a danger to public
health and safety.

BASIS FOR POLICY
Animal control agencies commonly receive complaints concerning this matter. Common complaints include inadequate
housing, insufficient medical attention, removal of natural defenses, confinement related stress. The high mortality rates
associated with the capture and transport of wild animals and
the serious depletion of wild populations are important factors.

POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS
NACA urges animal control agencies to take steps to make the
selling, keeping, or breeding of wild or hybrid animals as prohibitive as possible.
Reviewed/Revised by the NACA Corporate Office - 09/17/02

FLA Reminder: New Fiscal Year Memberships
As announced in the numerous editions of the Florida Lupine News, the Florida Lupine Association’s
(FLA) Board of Directors (BOD) has revised the annual memberships for all FLA Members so that
they follow FLA’s fiscal year—July 1 through June 30. Fiscal year memberships will not only alleviate
problems currently experienced by FLA’s Secretary, but they will also financially benefit the
organization.
Memberships will come due on July 1 every year. If new Members join during the Spring Rendezvous—
which is historically the time of year when most new Members join FLA—they will be rolled forward to
the next fiscal year (i.e., July 1). This is an added benefit for new Members joining during the Spring
Rendezvous. In addition, all new Members joining between the Spring Rendezvous (occurring at the
end of April or beginning of May, traditionally) and June 30 will automatically be rolled forward to the
next fiscal year (i.e., July 1).
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A Responsible Wolfdog Breeder, Defined
By Roland Sonnenburg 1
Here is a very quick, preliminary attempt at listing the
things that I personally look for in
a wolfdog breeder. I do NOT
propose this as a universal list, but
possibly as a starting point for
some dialogue about what
would constitute an excellent
breeder. There are some things
on my list that I am certain
people on both sides of the
spectrum will find objectionable.
Personally, I look for all of these
things, but I am open to a
breeder who disagrees on a few
of them, as long as she or he has
a good reason for doing so.

Integrity
♦ Is honest with others and
himself/herself (Every other
point on this list depends on
the breeder being willing and
able to be completely honest
about everything relating to
their animals, and to be
unbiased and careful in his or
her evaluation of himself/
herself, his/her knowledge,
and his/her animals.)
♦ Conducts himself/herself at all
times in such a manner as to
reflect credit on wolfdogs
and on the dog fancy in
general
♦ Never engages in false or
misleading advertising or
other misrepresentation
♦ Never maligns competitors by
making false or misleading
statements regarding competitors’ animals, breeding
practices, or person
♦ Before deciding to produce a
litter, considers the obligations
of properly placing or providing for all the puppies
♦ Is prepared to keep puppies
as long as required
♦ Cares about each animal

♦

♦
♦

♦

s/he brings into this world,
and treats it as part of his/her
family forever
Conscientiously plans each
litter based on the parents’
appropriate temperament,
qualities, and freedom from
congenital and hereditary
defects
Conduct reflects how s/he
would like to be treated
under similar circumstances
Only breeds if s/he is going to
produce something better
than what is currently available
Does not breed if breeding is
only going to produce more
pets; we already have too
many of those

Health & Age of Breeding
Stock
♦ X-rays hips and elbows on all
breeding animals: OFA or
PennHip certification
♦ Cardiologist examination on
all breeding animals
♦ Annual eye exams on all
breeding animals
♦ Thyroid test within one year
for any breeding animal
♦ No animal that has had a
seizure is used for breeding
♦ Any animal that has produced offspring with inherited
defects is not bred again
♦ Tests for all currently known
genetic issues
♦ Only breeds pedigreed animals of known histories
♦ Is aware of health problems in
at least three generations of
pedigree (vertically and
horizontally)
♦ Never claims “no” health
problems
♦ No animal is sold without
appropriate inoculations;

♦
♦
♦
♦
♦

breeder remains current on
pros and cons to be able to
decide which inoculations
are or are not appropriate
No animal is bred before five
years old
No unplanned litters
No bitch is bred more often
than every other heat cycle
No bitch is bred unless she is
in optimal health
No more than one litter on
the ground at the same time

Education
Is knowledgeable
following topics:

about

the

♦
♦
♦
♦
♦

General veterinary practices
Canine genetics
Proper diet
Wolf/canine behavior
Developmental psychology
of canines
♦ Conformation
♦ History of mistakes made in
other breeds
(Continued on page 11)

While FLA has flyers available for
dissemination on “responsible
breeding,” we commend and endorse
Roland Sonnenburg’s stricter criteria
for responsible breeding (above).
While it may be somewhat
unrealistic to expect a breeder to
attain ALL of his criteria, his list sets
a high standard and is laden with
goals that all breeders should strive to
meet! The majority of dog and
wolfdog breeders are, unfortunately,
back yard breeders who fail to
consider the animal or line. We need
to raise the bar and hold our breeders
up to higher standards. Maybe then
we can promote positive changes,
improving both breeding practices
and the animals and/or lines.
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(Continued from page 10)

Placement
♦ Never sells animals to puppy
mills, brokers, dealers, catalog
houses, or other commercial
sources of distribution; nor to
raffles, lotteries, or for
laboratory experimentation,
etc.
♦ Requires return of animal if
EVER placement is required
♦ Requires health checks on all
animals, regardless if they are
ever to be bred, and maintains a database of the results
♦ Ensures that offspring are
spayed and/or neutered or
are not bred
♦ Has more homes lined up
than puppies expected
♦ Has deposits in hand before
breeding
♦ Interviews and screens
thoroughly, requiring referrals
and calling them
♦ Requires several visits from
potential owner before
puppy placement
♦ Does home check before
placement
♦ Is honest about the qualities
of the animals: explains the
good points and the bad
points
♦ Never promotes puppies in
such a way as to encourage
reluctant buyers
♦ Never sells a puppy as a
present
♦ Never sells a puppy to
anyone who is not entirely
certain they want an animal
for the next 15 years
♦ Explains the challenges of
wolfdogs honestly and
carefully and makes sure that
buyers are prepared for the
worst case
♦ Educates buyers on diet,
socialization,
training,
husbandry, etc.
♦ Carefully matches each

puppy with each home and
will not sell a puppy if it is not
a good match
♦ Carefully evaluates puppies,
and makes daily notes
available for review
♦ Does not place puppies too
young — age depends on
individual puppy and the
home it is going to

Post-placement Follow-up
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦

Stays in touch with the owners
for the lifetime of their animals
Expects reports every other
month for the first two years
Offers incentives for titles or
other achievements
Takes back any animal any
time
Takes back progeny of any
animal any time
Available as a resource for
puppy buyers forever
Encourages buyers to call
them with every question
Enforces contract

plan from Day 1 through
placement (It would take me
pages to list what I think
constitutes a good socialization plan, so I am just
mentioning it here, not
defining it!)

Canine Activities
♦

♦

♦

Guarantee
♦

Environment
♦

♦
♦
♦

Maintains all puppies and
adults in a clean, healthy
condition and ensures that
they are given maximum
health protection through
worming, inoculation, and
proper veterinary care at all
times
Dam is well-socialized and
accepts human involvement
in puppy rearing
Puppies are raised in the
house in a rich and fullfilling
environment
Adults and puppies are fed a
healthy and appropriate diet

Has participated in canine
activities enough to have an
idea of what drives and
behaviors are required for
the breed
Has a basic understanding of
obedience and other areas
in which people may want to
participate
Does not offer advice and/or
claim expertise in areas
where s/he has no experience, or at least qualifies
that advice

♦
♦
♦

Explains that a guarantee is
not a promise that a genetic
health problem won't occur,
but rather a promise about
what will happen if it does
Guarantees puppies for five
years or longer
Guarantee allows options of
keeping, returning or euthanizing
Guarantee is not limited to a
replacement puppy from the
same breeder — option exists
for cash refund

Breed Betterment
♦
♦

Participates in health studies
Participates in educational
activities

Socialization

Financial

♦

♦

♦

At least one person is
available to the puppies fulltime
Has an excellent socialization

Has sufficient financial
wherewithal to provide an
(Continued on page 12)
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♦

♦

excellent standard of care
for the breeding animals and
the puppies
Has sufficient financial
wherewithal to care for all of
their animals if they were
returned
Has sufficient financial
wherewithal to care for all
puppies if they do not find
homes

Rescue
♦

♦

Works with rescue — at the
very least is in touch to make
sure none of their animals
ever end up in rescue
Ideally does more than this

♦
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦

Records
♦

Goes through each document point-by-point and
ensures that the buyer under-

stands and agrees with each
point
Supplies proof of health
testing on parents and
relatives
Supplies purchasers with an
accurate and valid fourgeneration pedigree
Supplies purchasers with a
written contract of sale
Supplies a written guarantee
Supplies instructions for care,
upbringing, and training
Supplies a recommended
reading list
Keeps accurate breeding
records, registration papers,
and pedigrees
Provides list of good vets,
trainers, and behaviorists in
buyer’s area
Provides referral to good
puppy kindergarten
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♦

General
♦
♦
♦
♦

Only breeds one breed
Breeds for health, temperament, conformation, and
type
Honestly and objectively
evaluates animals; is not
“kennel-blind” or unrealistic
Has experience with the
breed being bred and/or
the breed(s) of the parents

____________________
1

Personal
♦

Someone you would feel
comfortable calling to chat
about anything

Someone you “like” and trust

Roland is a professional dog
and animal trainer who trains
animals for films and for Search
& Rescue. For more information
about Roland or his animals,
feel free to visit his website at
www.talentedanimals.com.

Coyotes travel east, invade Florida suburbs
By Tim Lockette, Wildlife Expert, University of Florida
Once confined to the western United States,
coyotes have now spread to virtually all of North
America in the last century and are now making
themselves at home in Florida’s suburbs.
The coyote’s population spread is due partly
to human efforts to exterminate wolves, which
are larger predators that kill coyotes. But it’s
also due to the coyote’s famously clever nature:
being normally solitary predators that prey on
small animals while being adaptable enough to
live off garbage.
Until recently, the influx of coyotes has been
of concern only to ranchers, who occasionally
lose calves to the predators. But in the past two
or three years, researchers have fielded a growing number of reports about coyotes living and
hunting in more developed areas.
While the presence of coyotes in a suburban
neighborhood can make people anxious, coyotes

are not likely to cause problems as long as people exercise common sense, explains Martin
Main, a wildlife ecologist with the University of
Florida’s Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences.
Coyotes have typically shied away from humans in the past. Main is one of the lead researchers in the South Florida Coyote Study, an
annual survey that tracks populations of coyotes
as they spread through Florida — the coyote’s
final frontier.
“Coyotes have a negative image, but on the
whole they’re probably good for the ecosystem,”
Main said.

Reprinted from the May issue of the Florida Market Bulletin, with permission (www.fl-ag.com).
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The Rat in the Cat
By Pela, FLA Member & Owner of FLA President, Al Mitchell
Every time my Daddy goes away, I entertain my fans with my numerous wolfdog tales. In fact, I have
received so many e-mails from friends telling me how much they enjoy reading about my adventures that I
decided to write this one about one of my nocturnal hunts.
I swear it is true, but for privacy reasons, I have not included actual names. Instead, I refer to the
characters only as Rat, Cat, and Wolf. The story is told in true Dr. Suess fashion (betcha couldn’t tell with a
title like that!). And the tale is set in the dark hours of the night.
So turn down the lights. Grab a chilled glass of White Zin or, if you prefer, Fermented ALPO Juice. Sit on
the couch. Stretch your back paws and prop them on the Paw Stool. And enjoy….

The Cat had a Rat
The Rat in the Cat

The Cat did take flight
Dropped the Rat in the light

Then he laid down the Rat
And continued the hunt

Dinner time was at night
The Rat was a sight

The Wolf saw the Rat
And chased not the Cat

So small was the Rat
It should go to the Cat

In the mouth was the Rat
To eat, the Cat sat

With the Rat in his mouth
The Wolf stood so proud

When what should appear
The Cat jumped in fear

He had a good hunt
But the Rat was a runt

The Wolf was all dark
On his hunt with no bark

He stood in the street
With the Rat held so neat

The Wolf saw the Cat
The Cat with the Rat

Not wanting to drop
But not wanting to eat
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