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As kids, we all know how much fun it
was to run around the playground, swinging on the monkey bars and playing on the
jungle gyms and slides. As adults, we
watch kids light up when they see the
jumpy houses and obstacle course created
just for them. For Chris and me, here at
our sanctuary, enrichment involves creating a fun outlet for exercise and energy
that doesn’t get boring but is always comfortable for our animals. Providing enrichment is also a serious undertaking, requiring both preplanning and a lot of sweat
under the desert sun.
When he was fresh into the Navy,
Chris was always excited to go through the
obstacle courses that were set up for recruits — with rope climbs and over/unders,
monkey bars, and ab lifts; not only did it
serve as great strength and agility training,
it also worked their brains as they tried to

figure out the fastest way “over and under,” the best angle to leap from bar to
bar, and overcoming of fears as they
whisked their bodies higher and higher
on the ropes. Our canine enrichment is
built based on Chris’s memories and
Chris’s understanding of the natural envi-

Finding the right location
(Continued on page 4)
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From the Desk of the President
By Al Mitchell

From the Desk of the Secretary
By Jill Parker

We had a great Rendezvous in Astor in April (our eighth
rendezvous). There are many individuals to thank: Tom, who
again agreed to be our professional auctioneer for the fund raining auction and Jill, who was his entertaining assistant; Vicki,
who agreed to oversee the Dog Show; Nancy, Kim, and Jody,
who were the dog show judges; Mayo who, as usual, preformed his culinary magic; Kastle, who again took the Polaroids at Registration, and Kim, who led the discussion of the
new FLA Guidelines.
This was our first year at the Parramore’s Campground in
Astor, and I believe that it served us well. We will again be
holding the 2008 Rendzevous at Parramore’s — April 18-20,
and we will be having a very special guest speaker. Details
will be provided in the Fall FLA Newsletter. (At the next
Rend., we plan to get everyone a printout of the schedule/times
for all events.)
Once again, we are at the time of year when we need to
review our disaster plans and preparations. The experts have
predicted another rough year and some parts of Florida could
be hit again. Consequently, we all must prepare for our families
and also for our furry friends.? Don't get caught unprepared.
On our website, floridalupine.org, you will find a button
for Disaster Relief Fund. We have helped several wolfdog owners with recovery expenses in the past, but there just isn't much
money in the fund this year. If you can help build this fund
back up, please go to the website and follow the directions on
how to contribute. Contributions can also be sent directly to
FLA address. This is serious, people. We all need to help others, and this is one way to do it.
I invite you all to join the FLA Members’ Yahoo group,
recently revitalized so that FLA members could discuss issues,
problems, legislation, and their wolfdogs. If you have an e-mail
address and wish to come aboard, just write us at
info@floridalupine.org. Hope to see you there..

It’s hard to believe that Rendezvous 2007 is already behind us. We had a great time and enjoyed seeing old friends
and meeting new ones! Our meetings were informative, the
food was delicious, and the weather cooperated! A special
thanks to all who participated in and made this year’s Rendezvous a success.
We would appreciate your input on how you felt about
this year’s Rendezvous, any suggestions you might how to
improve the event, and what you would like to see at a future
Rendezvous. Since this was a new location for us, any input
on how you felt about the campground would be appreciated.
I did speak to the owner a few days after the Rendezvous and
she remarked at how nicely the FLA members had left their
cabins. Thank you for leaving Parramore’s with such a good
impression of FLA!
On a personal note, I truly appreciate all the positive input
I received from many of you about my newly adopted wolfdog
named Adohi. It was such a great opportunity to socialize him
and ask questions of other wolfdog owners about how I could
best care for my animal.
Those of you who didn’t get the opportunity to renew
your membership at this year’s Rendezvous will be receiving a
membership renewal reminder in the mail. Don’t forget to fill
it out and send it back in as quickly as possible! Please email
me if you’d like more information about our FLA gift memberships.
FLA offers the following special info packets: (1) safe
containment for wolfdogs, (2) being a responsible breeder, (3)
finding an ethical breeder, (4) breed-specific legislation information, and (5) sample puppy sales contracts with spay/neuter
clauses. These packets are free. Contact FLA at info@floridalupine.org or the Secretary at (352) 238-1104 if you or anyone
you know is interested in an info packet. I look forward to
hearing from you!

From the Desk of the Treasurer

Communications between members has always been one
of FLA’s greatest challenges. We are a diverse group, spread
all over Florida and across the US. Getting together in any
numbers is very difficult, so we lack the ability to bring news
and obtain feedback from members. Recently we established
an email group for FLA members, in hope that most of you
will get the information and be able to reach other members
through the group. It was not created as a “chat” vehicle, and
so far the discussions have been WD focused and hopefully
keeping people updated on events (we had a local WD gathering advertised for example). I encourage all of you to participate, or at least sign up and get the updates —- and you can
post pics of your own WD in a
photo section.
By the way, I noted a renewal
form from Nancy Brown (who has
74 rescue animals) listed one of
her activities/skills as “scooping
poop.” I guess so.

By Mayo Wetterberg
Our annual rendezvous is fast fading into
the past, but I wanted to thank everyone
that came and supported the event. We
had a great dog show, and it was super to
catch up with so many members and
friends. From the Treasurer side we made
$700.50 from the auction plus the renewals that we collected during the rendezvous. This is our big fund-raising opportunity, and I thank all
those who participated in our auction. I hope you got some real
wolf treasures and enjoyed Tom McCarthy’s auctioneer skills.
Enjoy the pictures and plan to attend the 2008 rendezvous —
Parramorres, as Al mentioned, will again be the site for the
Rend. . Kudos to all the food preparers and a special “above and
beyond” thanks to Bobbie Miro.
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ronment wolves find themselves in.
The basic design we initially envisioned was that of a
staircase for the Jolly Green Giant: huge steps separated
by roughly three
to four feet in
height and no less
than four feet
wide. With that
“blueprint”
in
mind,
we
set
about building our
canine playground.
After choosing the
Access to heavy equipment helps right location, we
built the steps.
Once the steps are in place, we use culverts (normally
used for underground pipelines), donated by local construction crews, for tunnels and dens. We connect a few
of the tunnels to the bottom of the second step, lifting it
about 3 to 4 feet off the ground. The “tunnels” are
locked in place, securing them to railroad ties by using
heavy chain and bolts.
Before
we
ever put an animal
in the enclosure,
both Chris and I
jump and crawl
through the climbs
and tunnels. Since
no one weighs
more than Chris —
no one meaning
Digging the holes
the animals — if the
climbs and tunnels
stay in place with him romping around in and on them,
we know they will safely support the canines.
Instead of giving our “crew” an easy upstairs/downstairs transition, we try to make it more challenging, either by spacing the downside steps smaller, or
by layering them at separate angles, so that the steps
are more like downward gangplanks than steps. At the
top of the climb, the platform gives them a full view of
the yard around them.
We
have
different climbs
in each pen. The
one pictured at
the beginning of
this article is the
largest. It has
taken Alpha and
Picking out the materials
Beta a full year to
become used to a
smaller version in their pen, but finally they are getting
the hang of it. Star and Greigh have a less complicated
design in their pen. Greigh has only three legs, and we
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Now we’re getting somewhere

want him
to be able
to exercise
and at the
same time
to feel safe
and secure.
Nightfall is
now
13,
and
we
believe that
she doesn’t need

a climb in her retirement pen.
Most of what we build starts with the basic stair
step design, and, as I mentioned earlier, reinforced by
our observations of what the animals like to do naturally, and incorporating these observations to ensure we
are providing them adequate exercise. Every pen also
has both a pool and a shaded area created by the
climbs and areas of bright sunshine for napping. Each
climb gives a view of the surrounding pens and climbs
as well as an overview of the entire yard.
We are also working on yet another pen, probably
for three animals, in which we hope to build an even
more interesting and challenging (for the animals — and
for us) climb.

Working from the bottom up
The canines seem to appreciate the top platform of
the climbs as it is from this vantage point that the sunset howl begins. Inevitably, Star will get on the highest
point of her climb to watch over the yard. Because we
have several pens, with only two animals per pen, we
have someone in each pen that thinks a certain “job”
belongs to him or her. Star perceives herself as the
lookout. If dogs are playing too rough, or babies are
biting too hard, she sounds the alarm (a long high howl,
that says, “Um, MOM, the kids are being bad again”)
and we always respond quickly to her warning.
For PJ, the highest part of the climb is used as a
“crow’s nest” to see when we are coming home; at the
top of her climb she can see two miles down our dirt
road, and she sounds the alarm for anyone heading our
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(Continued from page 4)

direction, including our neighbors.
(At first we were afraid that the
neighbors would be upset, but when
we told them PJ howls for them because she thinks that are distant
members of the pack, they were
touched and said they thought it
was a beautiful sound. Nevertheless,
we try to keep the long howls to a
minimum.)
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The personalities of the canines
also play a part in the design of the
climbs and tunnels. If we have animals, such as Alpha and Beta, who do
not like the high climbs, we build
smaller ones, with only one tier and
the rest of the enrichment in the form
of obstacles created by tree limbs and
tree trunks, rocks, and shoveled dirt.
We also use old tractor tires as obstacles; Alpha has created a great track
that runs throughout their enclosure
using the tire as a turn around point.

Other Ideas for Enrichment

Sunscreen and Sandbox

Securing the fencing
Jack uses the tunnels to hide in,
so when PJ comes around looking
for him, he can pounce on her. They
tumble down and roll around like a
couple of pups, and she “falls” for it
each time. Nightfall uses the dens,
created by cutting in half the culvert
tunnels, for her naps out of the sun
and for watching the dogs play in
the yard. Three-legged Greigh loves
his climb. The base of his climb is a
den, surrounded by tree limbs and
trunks, which he uses to reach the
first step; from there he can make it
to the second step, but usually stays
at that point instead of going all the
way to the top, although I have
come home from the store a few

Nightfall in the shade
times to see his smiling face and
wagging tail at the very top of the
climb.

Table and Pool
Jack investigating his playpen
When we have more energetic, young
animals, such as Jack, we use the
higher climbs and more tunnels, and
vary the topography of the enclosure.
To entice the animals to use the
enrichment
for
exercise
and
leisure
alike,
we
spend the first
few days adding snacks to
different locations on the climbs and in the tunnels.
After the first week, we vary which
snacks can be found where; next we
vary when the snacks are placed. (The
most popular snack is the hotdogs,
followed closely by cow femur bones,
and cheese a very close third.)
Top priority is given to their enjoyment, if they don’t like a climb, we
change it; if they don’t use a tunnel,
we remove it. We find that by having
enrichment that can be changed over
time, we are more able to accommodate everyone’s natural tendencies, as
well as keep them sharp in body and
mind.
Copyright © 2007, Kelli Caracci

Agility Course

Nature’s Own Enrichment
Guessing Game Answers:
A. Reported to be 3/4 arctos X other wolf subspecies
B. Pure Alaskan Malamute
C. Reported: 78% Wolf x Mal x GSD
D. Reported to be mid to mid high wolf x Malamute
E. Reported to be pure arctos
F. The same two canines that are pictured in A
and E

F L O R ID A L UP I NE N EWS
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Romulus & Remus: Fact or Fiction?
By Kim Miles
Jody and I recently returned from a wonderful trip to
Italy. During our travels, not only were we able to learn
more about both the factual accounts and the legends of
Romulus and Remus, but we were also able to photograph many of the Romulus and Remus artifacts sprinkled
throughout all of Italy, and I’d like to share with you both
what we learned about these two famous brothers and a
few of the photos we took of the various antiquities that
paid tribute to these men.
The legends surrounding Romulus and Remus are so
extensive and have persisted for so long that they overshadow the real lives of these two men and cause many to
believe that these two historical figures are nothing more
than myth. On the contrary, these two men actually existed, and they pre-date almost all of the antiquities found
in Rome today, including the Roman Coliseum. While
some of their history has been documented by academicians and historians, a large part of it remains enshrouded
in myth.
Born in the 8th century BC (around 770 BC), Romulus
and Remus are the most famous of all feral children raised
by a wild animal. Legend has it that both boys, still in
swaddling (i.e., diapers), were found by a lactating shewolf and were subsequently nursed on her milk. The boys
then grew to manhood and founded the city of Rome. Like
many legends, however, the story didn’t end on that happy
note.
Romulus and Remus were born the twin sons of
Rhea Silvia, who had been sent to the holy priestesses of
Vesta to become a Vestal Virgin—an assignment that
lasted for 30 years—by her greedy uncle, King Amulius,
who had overthrown Rhea Silvia’s father, Numitor, and
stolen the crown of the kingdom of Alba Longa. Because
Rhea was a “virgin” (or was supposed to be), legend conveniently provided a suitable father for her boys: Mars, the

She-wolf marble mosaic created in the latter half of the 1300’s and
located in the floor of the Duomo (i.e., Cathedral) in Siena, Italy.

She-wolf marble relief on Roman building (S.P.Q.R. is an ancient
Roman acronym meaning “Senate and People of Rome”)

god of war in Roman mythology.
King Amulius feared that his niece would one day
have sons that would rise to overpower and overthrow
him, as he did to his own brother, and take back the
kingdom that would rightfully belong to Rhea’s child.
Sending Rhea to become a Vestal Virgin nicely solved
King Amulius’s problems since these priestesses were
sworn to celibacy and, thus, could produce no children
during their 30-year term. King Amulius had found the
perfect solution to the potential threat that Rhea posed;
when her term with the Vestal Virgins ended, Rhea
would be past the child-bearing age. However, fate had
other plans for both Rhea and her avaricious uncle.
When it was discovered that Rhea was pregnant,
her uncle, King Amulius, ordered a servant to kill Rhea’s
child upon its birth. When the twins were born, however,
Amulius’s servant found that he couldn’t slay the boys
and, instead, deposited them into a cradle, which he
then placed upon the Tiber River. The waters carried
the children down river where the legend then diverges
into a couple of different tales.
In one story, a shepherd, Faustulus, found the
boys near Palatine Hill and took them home to his wife,
Acca Larentia, where the boys were reared as the couple’s own children. In another story, the boys were
found and suckled by a female wolf in the Lupercale
(the “long-lost place of worship believed by ancient Romans to be the cave where a she-wolf suckled Romulus
and Remus”) near Palatine Hill (David, 2007). However,
the most common account bridges these two stories,
claiming that the children were nursed by the Wolf Goddess Lupa (also known by a variety of other names,
including Acca Larentia), who was married to the Shepherd God Lupercus (a.k.a. Faunus, etc.).
As the children grew to manhood, it became apparent that they were of noble birth. In an altercation
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between supporters of King Amulius and
those supporting Numitor (the boys’
grandfather), Remus was captured and
taken to Numitor. When Remus appeared in front of his grandfather, Numitor saw the family resemblance and recognized him as Rhea’s son.
Meanwhile, Romulus had gathered
an army to rush to the aid of his brother.
When Remus and Numitor learned that

Etruscan bronze she-wolf from 5th century BC

Romulus was marching on the town, they
incited the people within the city walls to
revolt, aiding in Romulus’s efforts.
Amulius’s worst fear was realized:
Rhea had living children and they were
rising up to overthrow his rule. Amulius
was killed during the rebellion. However,
Romulus and Remus refused to take the
crown to the kingdom of Alba Longa
while their grandfather still lived; instead,
they turned it back over to their grandfather, Numitor, claiming that he was the
rightful ruler of the kingdom.
The brothers then set off to establish their own kingdom, a journey that led
them back to the Palatine and Aventine
Hills, where in April 753 BC, they
founded the city that is known throughout
the modern world as Rome.
As with any Greek or Roman epic,
all did not end well here either. The
brothers argued over the name of the city
and its exact placement. Romulus wished
to place the city on Palatine Hill while his
brother thought Aventine Hill would make
for a better location. The arguments escalated and finally came to a tragic end
with Remus’s death. Though there is
some debate as to how Remus died, the
most popular belief is that Romulus killed
his brother.
After the death of his brother,
Romulus then built up the city of Rome,
naming it (Roma) after himself. He is also
credited for creating “legions” of soldiers,
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a council for the city, and a Senate
for Rome. Thus began the birth of
one of the greatest cities and empires throughout the history of Western Civilization. Romulus waged wars
and expanded his territory, creating
an empire to rival any other kingdom
in the known world at that time.
After three decades of rule as
the king and founder of Rome,
Romulus one day disappeared and
was never seen again—alive or
dead. Myth contends that Romulus
was observed ascending into the
heavens by a few of his closest soldiers. Romulus had now gone from
being the mightiest of men, the
mightiest of kings, to being a god; he
was now sharing the kingdom of the
heavens with his father, Mars, the
god of war.
But the legend of Romulus and
Remus does not end in, or with,
Rome. While there is little documentation to uphold this aspect of the
myth of the brothers, they are also
credited for the founding of Siena in a
peripheral sense.
After Remus was killed, legend
claims that his sons, Senius and
Aschius, stole the famed bronze
statue of the she-wolf from Apollo’s
temple and fled Rome in fear of their
Uncle Romulus’s rage. They rode
north, one son on a white horse and
one on a black horse, settling in the
Tuscan hills and founding the city of
Siena.
The people of Siena are so
proud of their city’s legendary origins
that the official colors of the city are
black and white (in tribute to the color
of the horses that carried Senius and
Aschius to Siena), and statues and
carvings of the she-wolf and the two
suckling infants abound throughout
the city.
Given how much time has
elapsed, it’s almost inconceivable
that we could learn anything more
about Romulus or Remus than we
currently know. However, earlier this
year, archeologists reported an astonishing discovery. As they were
restoring Augustus Caesar’s palace
(built 2,000 years ago), they unearthed a section of Palatine Hill below the palace that dates back to the
middle of the 8th century BC, the

Bronze Age and the date that
Rome was founded.
Irene Iacopi, lead archeologist of the Palatine area, claimed
she and her team have “found a
vaulted space decorated with
frescoes, niches and seashells”
that might be “the worship place
known as ‘Lupercale’—from
‘lupa,’ Latin for wolf” (David,
2007). Iacopi, offering further
support for her belief that this
discovery represents the Lupercale, stated that “we knew from
ancient reports that the Lupercale shouldn't be far from the
Emperor's palace, but we didn't
expect to find it. It was a lucky
surprise” (Valsecchi, 2007).
When researchers finally
locate the entrance and are able
to study the interior more comprehensively (thus far, they have
only been able to send in camera
probes), they may uncover more
information about Romulus and
Remus, information that may be
able to more conclusively separate fact from fiction.

Ongoing excavations of Palatine Hill
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The Guessing Game
Snow Dogs for a Florida Summer

Try to guess the mix and content of these canines.
Answers on page 5

A

C

E

B

D

F
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FAQs: Ear Mites in Dogs
Drs. Foster & Smith Educational Staff

Alex Brings Dessert
By Judy Ebbinghaus
Although my 2nd generation wolfdog Alex was part Malamute, he had none of the frequent Mal nastiness towards other
canids. Quite the contrary. He was able to realize the strength of
other dogs, during play would pull his punches accordingly, and
was wonderfully gentle with youngsters, human as well as
canid.
When friends, who had a infant, invited a number of people
over for brunch, they also invited Alex to come play with their
German shepherd dog .The canine savvy parents knew to close
the door to the baby’s room, although other doors on the second
floor were open. Alex had been there several times, and the first
thing he did was go around and inspect the house — normal
behavior I’d read — to look over the security of the surroundings. He never so much as even moved anything during those
home checks — until that day at brunch. The house had an open
floor plan, the living and dining rooms visible to one another,
and we people were all seated at the dining table when I noticed
Alex decided to go upstairs — no big deal as the baby was
sleeping in the closed off bedroom.
My hostess friend is an excellent cook, and we were enjoying a delicious quiche when we saw Alex returning down the
stairs. Or rather, we first smelled his arrival, as he came bouncing into the dining room carrying a most definitely used diaper
in his mouth. Guess one open door was that of the bathroom!
[Alex is dog D in The Guessing Game.]

Ear mites, or Otodectes, are from the Arachnid family,
like spiders. One hallmark of ear mite infestation is an abundant dark brown or black, waxy discharge. Also, ear mites
cause intense itching, which leads to constant shaking of the
head and/or scratching at ears. The amount of scratching and
shaking depends on the severity of the infestation.
How are ear mites transmitted to my pet?
If a pet already infected with ear mites shakes his head
incessantly, he will most likely sprinkle his environment with
the mites. An animal following the path of the infested pet
picks up the mites quite easily. A mother cat or dog may also
pass ear mites on to her puppies or kittens.
What happens if I don't treat my pet's ear mites?
Unwavering and intense itching, if left untreated, often
leads to more problematic conditions, like secondary bacterial infections, abscesses, or hematomas (painful blister-like
formations containing blood) of the earflap. Untreated ear
mite infestations may even cause permanent damage to the
ear canal, such as hearing loss.
Copyright ©2007, Drs Foster & Smith and reprinted with permission
http://www.drsfostersmith.com
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