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A young bride in village India, pregnant
with her first child, waits alone and afraid in
her small hut. Her husband's job means he may
be gone for several days, and they live next to a
forest where wild elephants live. Through the
night she can hear the trumpeting of the males
in rut, and knows that if they approach in their
quest for females and begin to battle and chase
each other, they could trample her home like
straw in the wind, and never notice it. She and
her unborn baby could easily be killed, and she
is terrified tonight. But in the morning, the village men help her keep the elephants away by
erecting a giant form, much like a huge scarecrow, to serve as a barrier and a visual reminder
to the animals to keep away. And so these people continue their lives next to that of the wild
elephants without asking for them to be removed.
A mother of two small children in southern
California is proud of her new home that she
and her husband recently built in the quiet hills
of the backcountry. Her husband's job means he
has to commute quite a distance through heavy
traffic every day, but she and the children enjoy
the fresh air and open spaces, without being far
from neighbors or shopping malls. But today
she reads in the paper that there are coyotes that
live in the area, and she is afraid for her little
dog and her young children playing in the yard
outside. She calls a radio show to complain,
and asks if it is okay to call animal control and
have them come out and shoot any coyotes she
sees near her property. And so when her husband returns home, she asks him to buy a gun
so they won't have to live with the threat of
coyotes.
The outlook of human beings towards animals evolved from their interaction with each
other over the past 15,000 years or so, perhaps
from times even earlier than the beginning of
domestication. Through their history together,
animals provided food and other services to
human beings, and thus became a sort of pre-

requisite to civilization. This outlook eventually led to different philosophies towards animals in different parts of the world, each in its
own fashion. Historically, this philosophy
was influenced by the cultural and religious
tenets of the local group of people living in
the particular geographical area.
INDIA — YESTERDAY AND TODAY
Wildlife in India, particularly during the
days of British colonization, conjures up the
image of a wealthy Englishman going big
game hunting in India during his vacation,
wearing a pith helmet, shielding himself from
thorny bushes and irascible mosquitoes, while
trying to negotiate a ride on an elephant
which feels more like experiencing an earthquake of magnitude 8 on the Richter scale as
it travels over intractable terrain; and all
along the gentleman is trying to carry on a
conversation with the Mahout (who sits in
front of him driving the elephant) in some
language that ostensibly has not been discovered as yet, while pursuing some large animal
to shoot (by one means or another, usually
someone flushing it from cover towards him),
just for fun! Sounds like an early version of
canned hunts, perhaps.
Fast forward to present times — the rotund English gentleman on a hunting safari in
India is now extinct. Instead, you might have
a vision of a young Indian postgrad trying to
carry out her research in ecology, granted by
the World Bank, by pursuing the illusive
Nilgiri Merten (a flighty and nocturnal small
mammal) as it scampers across the rainforest
of Ranthamvore National Animal Sanctuary.
In a more futuristic imagery, you might indulge in the vision of a technocrat, sipping
coffee at his computer station while logging
satellite data coming in every minute transmitted from a silicon chip embedded in the
(Continued on page 5)
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From the Desk of the President
By Al Mitchell

It is hard to believe that we are now into 2006 and looking
for another active hurricane season this summer. In my part of
the world, Port Charlotte, we still have many blue roofs from
Charlie, and I am sure that the same is true across the state. We
had numerous requests for help from wolfdog owners, mainly
for damaged or destroyed fencing and shelters. Our Disaster
Relief Fund is now close to depleted and anyone who is able to
drop some money into the piggy bank is encouraged to do so.
We need to build it back up in anticipation of the next season.
This is also beginning to look like a busy season for new
legislation affecting pets.
Palm Beach County has adopted changes to its local dangerous dog law. Under the old law, the Animal Care and Control
Division makes an initial finding about a dog’s behavior which
can then be appealed to the Animal Care and Control Hearing
Board. The new law requires that appeals be made to a “special
master.” The qualifications for an individual to be appointed as a
special master are not spelled out in the legislation, although the
commissioners have said that a county attorney will assume the
role when necessary.
The Village of Tequesta is considering an ordinance to ban
“pit bulls.” The move comes after a neighborhood group assembled a petition after a “pit bull” injured another dog. AKC has
sent a letter to members of the Village Council opposing breedspecific legislation and reminding them that such an ordinance
would contravene Florida’s state dangerous dog law, which prohibits breed-specific legislation.
There are currently several important bills pending in the
Florida State Legislature. They can be reviewed online at
http://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Bills/bills.aspx
Bill Number: H.B. 545 Emergency Shelters for Pets:

From the Desk of the Secretary
By Jill Parker

As a new year comes upon us, I want to encourage all our
members to join in inviting others to become a part of the Florida Lupine Association family in 2006. You can give a gift
membership to a friend or family member, invite other wolfdog
owners to visit our website, or share an FLA newsletter with
someone who just wants to know what FLA is all about!
We are in the process of designing a new FLA brochure that
will give a general explanation about the history of FLA, what
our goals are as an organization, and what educational materials
and resources we offer concerning wolfdogs. This brochure
will be made available to FLA members as well as to the general
public. Please, hand them out to anyone interested in becoming
a member of the FLA!
We also have informative brochures that you can request
that deal with themes such as: What is a wolfdog? Considerations before acquiring a wolfdog, Wolfdogs today, Finding a
responsible wolfdog breeder, Wolfdog registries and pedigrees,
and several others.

This Bill provides that effective July 1, 2006 the state comprehensive emergency management plan must contain strategies to ensure that specified shelter space is designated and
equipped to accept evacuees with pets and to provide for
coordination with local school boards for the use of high
school and middle school locker rooms as pet evacuation
facilities. There have been no votes on this bill.
Bill Number: H.B. 43 & S.B. 484 Animal Cruelty:
These Bills, effective July 1, 2006, increase the mandatory
fines and incarceration period for animal cruelty offenders.
They also require psychological counseling or completion of
an anger management treatment program. There have been
no votes on these bills, and they are now in the Agriculture
Committees for review.
H.B. 563 Juvenile Cruelty to Animals Task
Force:This Bill, effective July 1, 2006, establishes a
task force on juvenile cruelty to animals to look at current animal cruelty laws and the practices for rehabilitating juvenile offenders so they do not commit further
acts of animal cruelty. There have been no votes on
this bill.

And, it is time to be thinking of the 2006 Annual Rendezvous! Unfortunately, the Elite Resort at
Salt Springs, where we have been for two great years, has
gone condo and is selling the cottages. Consequently, we
have been looking around the state for a place to meet. Finding a place with cabins and a relaxed policy on large dogs
has been difficult. We are very close to that decision and
you should look for a Rendezvous flyer by mail this
month (January). We are still planning on the last weekend
of April, so mark your calendars.
These brochures were created for two reasons:
1. to provide individuals who are considering acquiring
a wolfdog as a companion with information about these animals so they can make an educated decision as to whether a
wolfdog is an appropriate companion for them
2. to provide a list of references that people may use as
a starting point to further their knowledge of wolfdogs and
dogs.
Please don’t hesitate to contact me if you would like to
obtain a copy of any of these FLA brochures at the FLA
mailing address (P.O. Box 1765, DeFuniak Springs, FL,
32435) or email me at info@floridalupine.org.
Remember: The best wolfdog owner is an informed one
and our goal as an organization is to offer you all the educational tools available to help you achieve that goal.
Don’t forget! Make a New Year’s resolution to invite
someone to join FLA this year!
I’m looking forward to seeing again those I met at last
year’s Rendezvous and hope to meet many
more new FLA members this year at the
end of April.. .

F L O R ID A L UP I NE N EWS

Annual Financial Report
to the FLA Membership

From the Desk of the Treasurer
By Mayo Wetterberg
Colder weather is here again. If you haven’t
already, its time to take care of your outside animals and get them ready for Winter. Residents
of South Florida may not have much of a problem, but those of us North of I-10 will have
plenty of freezing nights. Even though wolves
do fine in the snow country, they at least have
the option of where to hole up when it turns bitter cold. Animals in pens do not have that option, so whatever you provide for shelter and
warmth is all they have. Now is the time to insulate shelters with straw, put up panels to block
the wind, and ensure automatic watering systems
have heat tapes or a method to keep water flowing when its freezing. An alternative is to make
arrangements
to bring your wolfdogs
inside
when it’s really
cold.

Fiscal Year 2004-2005
The 2004-2005 fiscal year ended June 30 for Florida Lupine Association. It was an eventful year, beginning with a set of four hurricanes moving
across Florida – Charley, Francis, Ivan, and Jeanne. It was also the beginning of our Hurricane Relief Fund, from which we paid $1220.00 in assistance to members who had damage from hurricanes. In the Spring, we had a
great rendezvous, as Elite Resorts were once again gracious hosts for our
gathering.
Here is a summary of our financial report for the 2004-2005 fiscal year
(rounded to nearest dollar):

Receipts
Dues

The good thing about colder weather coming is that we are free from hurricanes for a
while. The hurricane season is officially over,
and, relatively speaking, Florida dodged a bullet
this past season. I know several members had
damage from storms, and more were without
power for several days, but overall, we came
through pretty well. Even though Jerry Mills had
damage from Hurricane Rita, and recently we
approved a request for assistance due to Hurricane Wilma, there were fewer requests than the
previous year. Unfortunately, our relief fund has
only $555.00 in it, which is not much to begin
the next season.
I hope that all of you will donate to help
build up the relief fund again, in preparation for
this next Summer. I know those that have received funds needed the checks we sent, and
could have used much more had we had the capability. But even with our small fund, it is
wolfdog folks helping other wolfdog folks in
time of need. You can use the website at
www.floridalupine.org and click on the PayPal
icon under the relief fund section, or send a
check to the FLA P.O. Box with a note that it is
for the relief fund. Whatever method, please
help by donating what you can.
Lastly, I hope all of you have a great Christmas and holiday season. Your FLA Directors
are working hard on the next rendezvous location and events. You should know all the details
soon, and have something to look forward to as
the weather warms this Spring.
Till then, be safe, and hug your Wolfdogs.
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Donations
Misc Income
Total

$1035.00 ($405.00 was collected at the rendezvous)
$1370.00 (included relief fund and other donations)
$1670.00 (primarily from rendezvous auction
and T-shirt sales)
-----------$4075.00

Expenses
Office
Printing
Postage
Rendezvous
Fees & Misc
Relief Efforts
Total

$ 512.00
$ 692.00 (included Newsletter, FLA forms and
handouts
$ 123.00
$ 654.00 (included T-shirts, screen printing, dog
show awards)
$ 349.00 (included bank fees and FLA non-profit
registration)
$1220.00 (included FLA hurricane fund and
designated donations)
----------$3550.00

Summary
Our intent is not necessarily to build our bank account, but to be able to
effectively apply the funds we have for the benefit of our membership and
the wolfdog community in general. This year our year-ending income after
expenses was $525.00. We continue to stay on the plus side of the ledger,
while able to publish the quarterly Newsletter and represent the wolfdog
community throughout the state. We were also able to distribute virtually all
of the donations received for hurricane assistance.

V OLUME 7 , I SSUE 4

(Continued from page 1)

neck muscles of a mighty and majestic
cat, the charismatic Royal Bengal Tiger!
Whatever your vision may be, the
labyrinthine evolution of wildlife science
(now called conservation biology) in India is slowly but surely taking place. The
governing ideology and practice of this
science is basically similar to that being
practiced in the West. Of course, such
movement derives its own color from the
historical background, politics, and nationalism as it exists in India. However,
there are some differences; it involves the
geopolitical realities of a people and its
wildlife that are positioned often antagonistically and disadvantageously in the
context of conservation.
The population of India today is
about 1 billion and the human encroachment on wilderness is substantial. The
existence of a large population right next
to a preserve creates a plethora of problems that appear unsolvable. The trajectory of human existence and the path of
the wild animals do collide fairly frequently, sometimes with loss of human
lives and properties, including domesticated animals. But the approach pursued
in India has some vital differences from
that in the West.
Recently, in the November 2005 issue of National Geographic, there appeared a startling story, amazingly captured on film, entitled "A Mother’s Fury,"
written by Carol Kaufmann, which illustrates this.
"The tiny village in Assam in northeastern India had already lost three cows
to the tigress and her two cubs. Rangers
from nearby Kaziranga National Park,
which claims one of the densest tiger
populations in India, managed to tranquilize and move the weaned cubs to another
part of the park but missed the mother."
"Within a few days she had killed
another cow, and villagers spent a sleepless night tracking her down. In the morning four rangers mounted elephants and
began to close in. The tigress charged the
nearest elephant, leaping and clawing the
handler’s forearm, ripping the skin from
his hand, and breaking two fingers with
her bite."
"The tigress eluded capture and remains at large."
To a Hindu in India, this would be a
rather commonplace approach, the ac-
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cepted way for dealing with animals,
even a wild one that had been causing
serious problems. But to imagine that
approach happening in the "western civilized world" is nigh impossible.
INDIA AND THE WEST
In the West, including the U.S., the
philosophy exercised towards resolving
the conflict between wildlife and human
beings may be described essentially as
an "asymmetric retaliatory" approach.
As an example, assume a mountain lion
raids somebody's chicken coup; it would
be reported to the authorities and then
chased down and killed by a forest
ranger with no consequences to the property owner who, firstly, has chosen to
live in an area next to a national forest
where mountain lions have roamed for
eons; and secondly, who probably failed
to construct lion-proof cages for his
chickens, or have a guard dog whose
barking could have discouraged the lion.
The above-mentioned "asymmetry"
comes from the fact that the lion, who
was doing his own thing, was considered
the single guilty party, and the man was
declared totally innocent.
One of the differences between India and the West comes from the fact
that villages in India, even those whose
residents lose crops and occasionally
relatives, have existed in close contact
with dangerous wildlife for centuries
without driving those animals to extinction. Before the beginning of British
colonization in India, there is no evidence of any "predator elimination
hunt" similar to the wolf eradication
bounties at the turn of the century in the
U.S., aimed at the elimination of every
member of a given species. This also
goes for bison in the 1800's, as well as
the rattlesnake drives, prairie dog eradication programs, and wolf hunts of today.
Perhaps some of the differences in
attitudes towards wildlife management
between India and the U.S. could be
explained in terms of cultural and religious differences.
(To be continued in Spring 2006
issue with a section on the wolves of
India)
Printed with permission and copyright 2005, Dilip Bhadra

Wolf Sketch by Jan Mitchell

Decade of the Wolf: Returning the wild to Yellowstone, Douglas W. Smith
& Gary Ferguson, The Lyons
Press, 2005
A Review by Joan E. Ford
You know that feeling when a melody or a phrase keeps running over and
over again in your mind. Well, every
time I thought about how to approach
writing a review of this book, the title
of an old movie and song kept coming
back to me — To Sir, With Love —
probably because, in spite of Decade of
the Wolf telling the story of the Yellowstone Reintroduction Program from
Day One to the present, there is an underlying emotional content that transcends the facts and science, both of
which abound.
The authors take the reader on a
journey beginning with the chaos of
negotiating for the first Canadian
wolves to be moved and acclimated to
their new home in the Park and ends
that journey with a sentence which carries a sense of finality: "...it’s been one
of the most enthralling decades of our
lives."
Everyone has a favorite wolf or
pack; they are all here with their individual traits and pack characteristics,
their births and their deaths, their stories told with scientific data, humor,
and with more than a touch of — I
don’t know what else to call it — with
love.
Guessing Game Answers
A. Reported to be GSD/Mal Dog
B. Female reported to be high content F1
C Male reported to be 91% timber wolf/ mal
D. Female reported to bemid-high F2
E. Male reported to be 85% timber wolf/mal
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The Journey of Spirit — A Joyful Rescue
By Sara Fenwick

Spirit in Colorado 2005
Her journey began one hot Nevada day.
All week papers were written and permits
issued. Men in a van with a very large crate
came to her home, the only one she knew.
They opened the door and pushed her inside. Her “mommy” said “goodbye” as tears
rolled down her cheeks. A journey of a lifetime was about to begin. Since she was a
pup just weeks old, she had lived with two
wonderful young people. Suddenly their life
changed; they could no longer keep, care or
love her. Her name was Spirit.
The miles and hours ticked by; the men
tried to get her out to clean her and walk
her. Spirit, fearful and bewildered, cowered
in the furthest corner of the crate. A gentle
creature all her life, never biting, growling
or aggressive, secure with her Alpha family.
She knew her place in the pack. Yet as the
days went by, she became agitated enough
to pull back her lips, baring her white teeth.
The driver and keeper tried to win her over
with words of encouragement. Fear, stress
and anxiety she felt within. A hand came
close, but fear overwhelmed her. With lightening speed, her teeth locked onto the hand,
and a cry went out from the handler. With
courage and determination, the men did not
scold her but rather tried to calm this wolf-

dog from Nevada on her way to Colorado via Florida and North Carolina —
7000 miles in all.
Smelly, dirty, but eating and drinking, Spirit arrived in Tennessee and her
luck changed. Amongst the new crew
was an old time veteran wolf handler
with years of experience. Within minutes he had befriended this beautiful
Spirit. A nice large piece of chicken
was all it took and a soft voice. She
came out of her crate, and he washed,
walked, and cared for her. With a clean
crate, she finished her journey less
stressed, still nervous and fearful, but
with a friend.
At 10 a.m., she arrived at her temporary home: a new run of 8x14 heavy
gage link with a roof on a concrete slab
to prevent digging out, an Igloo, and
large water container. It was a temporary home fit for a princess, surrounded
by thick, green undergrowth and a privacy fence. Into her enclosure, I went
— we sat, we talked, and soon she nuzzled up, leaning on my side. I hugged
her close, whispering in her ear. After
an hour, I introduced my medium content male Arctic wolfdog who had cir-
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cled the run many times. I finally
opened the door; he went in. He told
her who was boss, and they were
friends.
The message went out to North
Carolina; the phone was hot with the
excitement of her arrival. The next
step of the journey to paradise was
being formulated by humans that
loved her. Transportation and money
were needed and supplied. Three days
later Spirit’s next journey began. The
vehicle was here, the crate was on
hand. Tears flowed from my eyes,
down my cheeks, and over her thick
soft coat. Arms around neck and hugs
were given. God speed and may angles be on your bumpers was the
prayer that went up to God. Another
500 miles yet; her journey was only
half way over — a rescue that involved only a few had far reaching
results.
Her destination reached. Her enclosure was arranged — soft dirt and
friends all around. Fear and apprehension subsided; this Spirit settled in.
The vet was called. Her hysterectomy
appointment arranged, her check up
done. Perfect health! confirmed her
certificate of health obtained prior to
her journey. Word went out to Colorado, Spirit’ is ready for the last leg of
her journey. This time it would not
take a week – only a tedious 20 hours.
Into the van and crate for the last
time she went, all incisions healed
sutures out; she was ready to travel.
The phone was abuzz with plans and
preparation — Spirit was on her way.
Her new mate was told a new friend
was coming. He knew something was
about to happen — with leaps and
bounds he showed his anticipation for
the new arrival. The snow lay thick
and life was good in this protected
animal sanctuary, permits, regulations
all in place and applied.
Spirit arrived, and soon the pair
were sniffing the fence line — no aggression, no fear, just love at first
sight. They lived next to each other for
a couple of days; then the gate was
opened, and the happiest couple on
earth were united — tumbling and
rolling and licks for all. No matter the
cost, the reward is priceless. Today
Spirit and her mate are bonded for life.
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Spirit in Nevada 2004
Printed with permission and copyright
2005 by Sara Fenwick

A Letter to Kim
By Jenny

Hi. I hope this message reaches Kim
[Miles]. I can't remember Kim's last
name; I apologize for this because she
gave me the gift of a wonderful animal
named "Wiley." I'm sorry to say that
Wiley did not care for his name and
renamed himself. Somehow his named
morphed from Wiley to Wiley Joe (every
southern boy needs a middle name).
Wiley Joe became Joseph and has remained so, and he's quite happy with it. I
believe October 15th was our third or
fourth year anniversary. I lose count of
the years these days.
I found Joseph's picture online one
night searching the web for pictures of
wolfdogs. I was just looking and reading
and came across the most forlorn face I'd
ever seen — Wiley, living on the Gulf
coast in a vet's office. He'd been there 6
months. I called Kim about him and drove
to Florida several days later to get him.
He sure was a pitiful looking thing —
small and filled with terror. Terror of everything! He reminded me of a young
horse. Sunlight glinting on a log becomes
a demon and off you go. He's still terror
filled, but I keep him well insulated from
people and close by. He likes it that way.
I wonder why I do this to myself because
I can't live like a normal social human
being. I think this is my last rescue.
The first year we lived together was
spent as conjoined beings. I had to teach
him how to love. When Joseph (Wiley)
first came to live with me, I had just lost a
wolfdog, a big-time Alpha male, and
was experiencing "rock-bottom of the
blackhole" depression that comes with
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losing someone you intensely love. I
went to Alabama to be with a friend
about to deliver a baby, and my wolfdog spent the week with a dog-trainer
friend who lives in the Francis Marion
Forest here in the Lowcountry of South
Carolina. My wolfdog's name was Major (he came with that name when
adopted from our local dog pound).
He died while I was gone. He tried
to keep me from leaving him that day.
He loved going out to the Forest because my friend is an endurance rider,
and she would take Major on the trail
with her for easy runs. You know, that
slow pace where the body doesn't
bounce but looks more like a perfect
glide. The only thing moving on that
wolf was his ankles! Anyway, I left
him that day ignoring what he was
trying to tell me. I don't do that anymore. I pay attention.
Joseph took a very long time. A
very long time. As I look over at his
face right now, his eyes have that
dumb, "I just adore you" look. Finally
got him hooked on me. One of the
things I love about the wolf is the way
they are born with manners. If you
understand who you are, and they understand who you are, everything
works.
Most of the time. Joseph is an
Omega. I've had no trouble with him
other than getting him to understand
he's not a guest. He's a family member.
I believe he knows that now -- most of
the time. He's proud when he leaves a
smelly gift at the door.
I feel very lucky to have lived
with so many "special" animals in my
life-time. I've gained an understanding
of animals I wouldn't have had I not
lived with so many who had "special
needs."
By the way, Joseph doesn't look
like that skinny, little black wolf anymore. He's a good 85 lbs, with ribs
well covered. I tried to keep his weight
down, but lack of food is one of his
fears so I let him eat, and he loves everything including blue berries and fish
(his eyes get real big when fish touches
his tongue — he smacks profoundly.
Thank you Kim. Wiley-Joe-Joseph
is well and enjoying life in the Lowcountry.
Jenny

Two Dogs One Cat
By Kastle Brill
“you¹ll never get a man
with those dogs in your bed”
Jerry to Nancy
Flame dog — girl dog
big dog — meaty dog,
dog who lets me
(briefly) hug her full then
makes me rub her nose
with which she opens doors
and pokes Abe the cat
in my bed
Boka dog, boy dog,
hairy dog
wriggles upside down
for rubs and maybe hugs
his chest like a keel
he talks in moans and whines
makes dog-purrs on his back
his black lips flop away
showing his worn off (still white) fangs
oh Boka, “no whining after the cat”
I say "nyep nyap" like
Monty Python Frenchmen
distract him “go get your ball
good dog there’s your ball”
cat’s left the bed
slinks into the closet
too many noses.
Boka howls,
sings, she follows — can’t
harmonize like a wolf
like his brother in Florida
whose ashes we will mingle
when they are gone

The Bonded Brothers
Printed with permission and copyright
2005 by Kastle Brill

SUPPORT
DoW!
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Wolf Live Rabies Vaccine Project
By Jackie Harris
Rabies can affect many warmblooded animals. Its effects can be terrifying and lethal. Although CareAgain is
based in Colorado, where there have
been no documented cases of rabies being spread from animals to humans in
well over half a century, it only takes
that 'one time' to get such a problem
started. In many parts of the United
States, rabies has broken out in epidemic
proportions. Currently in Europe, there
has been a reported outbreak of rabies in
the wild European wolves in certain areas.
CareAgain is proud to be a pioneer
in this area, with a USDA approved,
ongoing wolf rabies vaccine research
program. This is the first and only such
study ever done, to our knowledge. After
two years of research and negotiations,
we have finally been granted permission
to do a fully recognized wolf rabies vaccine and titer study, using an oral bait
formula. The data will be recorded with
the manufacturer and placed into the
USDA databases when finished.
This is a very expensive, laborintensive, paperwork laden study. In
2005, through the EPYCS program, we
were given a grant through the graciousness of the high school students at Colorado Springs TESLA/EOP, which helped
us get underway. We are still in need of
additional funding, If you would like to
help donate to this historic study, you
can do so by going to our 'Donate' page
on the website.
Check our 'News and Current Issues'
section for updates on this, and all research projects at CareAgain.
Merial Limited has provided suitable quantities of its Raboral V-RG oral
rabies vaccine baits for use in a study to
be conducted by CareAgain, Wolf Research Center. The purpose of the study
is to evaluate both how wolves accept
the vaccine-filled bait, and to demonstrate vaccine safety in this species.
CareAgain is in the unique position
to be able to conduct this study with the
CareAgain wolf pack in a defined area.
This will allow typically difficult, if not
impossible, to gather information to be

acquired regarding the suitability of the
rabies bait, with valuable input generated
regarding possible restructuring of the
bait delivery system to make it more successfully acceptable for wolves in the
wild.
Blood will be collected from the
wolves after vaccination at set intervals to
determine if the vaccine has induced rabies antibody production. These results
will be provided to State and Federal
agencies for consideration of future oral
rabies vaccination programs in wildlife
conservation areas. There will not be a
rabies challenge involved in the study.*
*Normally, when any study is done
regarding a disease that has the capability
of being transmitted from animals to humans, it is required to do a lethal 40 challenge. This is standard procedure, in
which 40 members of that species, in
varying age ranges, will be given the disease being studied after half have been
inoculated with the vaccine being tested.
After this, at set schedules, the entire lot
of them will be killed to do necropsies.
This was obviously a BIG issue at CareAgain, and not an option we would ever
consider.
Therefore, this simple statement that
there will not be a rabies challenge is a
very, very important statement, and it is
based on the final agreement of methods
we determined would be best suited for
this study. No animals at CareAgain will
be harmed in any way for this study. We
fully expect them all to one day die of old
age, not at the hands of man.
This recombinant live virus rabies
vaccine is licensed in the United States
for rabies control programs in raccoons
and coyote populations. It is the only
wildlife rabies vaccine licensed in the
United States. Because it is a live virus, it
can immunize wild animals by the oral
route; but because it only contains one
gene of the rabies virus, it cannot cause
rabies. What it is expected to do is give
them lifetime immunity to the disease.
Realize that we all have to start at the
beginning, and this is a very important
beginning towards getting this vaccine
accepted as a valid preventive treatment

for all wolves. The steps towards that
final goal are also incorporated into the
overall plan of this study. One step at a
time.
The vaccine is contained inside a
plastic packet held inside edible baits.
The bait is made of fishmeal and other
materials making it attractive for consumption by wild animals but not to
humans. This product is being used in
15 states in the eastern US to help control rabies in raccoons and in Texas to
help control rabies in coyotes and the
gray fox. Raboral V-RG has been administered to more than 50 animal species, including primates, and has demonstrated a wide margin of vaccine
safety. It has also been shown not to
have deleterious effects on the environment. These results are on file with the
USDA, which issued a Finding of No
Significant Impact when released into
the environment. The protocol for experimental use at CareAgain has also
been approved by the USDA.
We cannot give details regarding
the actual protocol. This is a confidential contract we entered into with
Merial Ltd. and only the above information is approved for public release
anywhere.
But the main point is, we are doing
it, it is recognized, and we are also going to be very instrumental in helping
develop the final bait structure for use
in wolves in the wild.
Costs are very high; we have to
pay for everything except the actual
rabies baits. This means we must pay
for all lab work, blood draws, attending
anesthesiologist DVM, all necessary
medications such as for sedation and its
reversal; identifying microchips, shipping of specimens, etc.
Estimated costs per year for this
study could range around $14,000 per
year. So far, we have only had one
grant given, and that was for less than
$1,000, (although greatly appreciated!).
General interest by grantors so far
seems to be lacking in this area of wolf
research, which is unfortunate.
When we combine the costs of the
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deslorin implant study for birth control,
and every day expenses at CareAgain,
the total costs are tremendous. We are
not a tour facility, and do not therefore
generate funds from visitors or similar
programs. Our one-on-one humane
art/education programs for special needs
kids are free of charge, and shall remain
so. Revenue generally comes only from
website store sales, and various booth
setups at events in the area. The rest
comes out of our pockets, a reason why
everyone who is on staff at CareAgain
(volunteer positions only) must be gainfully employed elsewhere.
If you have further questions regarding this study, feel free to contact us.
Please also remember, however, that
we are not able to disclose many of the
details of the study, due to our legal
a g r e e me n t w i t h Me r i a l L td .
For more information, visit www.
CareAgain.org.
Printed with permission and copyright 2005 by Jackie Harris, CareAgain
www.careagain.org

A Wolfdog’s Prayer
By Skylar Breton
I am going to live a long time, up to
18 years, perhaps longer. Please don't
bring me into your life only to dump me
because you have a human baby now, or
you cannot handle me because you did
not bother to train me, or you're moving,
or you just grow tired of me. I bond
strongly to my family, and I will not readjust easily or quickly — if ever — to
someone else. Wolfdogs are one of the
hardest types of canines to re-home; if
you do not think you can keep me
"forever," please don't get me to begin
with out of impulse or what seemed like
a great idea "at the time." Give me a
chance to be with someone who can
make the commitment to me for life. If
you do not have a stable home and life,
do not understand what I am about, do
not prepare for me ahead of time and ask
yourself some hard questions, then I will
make your life hell as much as you will
make mine the same. Save us both the
grief.
Give me the time to understand
what you are saying and what you want
from me — show me! Please don't ex-
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pect me to come to you fully trained and
able to understand everything. How many
times did you fall down before you could
walk?
Trust in me, believe in me, and I will
do the same. It is important so that we can
create a long-standing friendship.
When you are so busy you are running around pulling your hair out, gesturing wildly, or raising your voice, please
don't forget about me, or lock me away in
the crate or pen because this tells me you
are unhappy with me and makes me very
sad, and makes me think that your unhappiness is my fault. I know you live a busy
life and have many responsibilities, but I
look to you as my rock. Please let me
know I am as important to you as your job
or your other family members. It takes but
a little time each day to let me know that
you know I am still here.
Please don't forget to talk to me every
day; acknowledge my specialness. I want
to be your rock in this crazy world as you
are mine. I like the sound of your soothing. calm voice as you smile at me when
you speak, or sing to me, or even as I
watch your tears fall. I will always be
here to listen. I may not always know
what you are saying, but I will always be

here to make you smile again. It makes
me feel important to have a job too.
Please remember this: A wolfdog
never forgets, so please treat me with respect. Even though I have very big teeth, I
would sooner kiss you than bite you, so
please do not hit me. I respond much better to kindness. I prefer to dance and run
towards and into your hands with glee
than cower and cringe in fear of them.

Please do not yell at me for doing
something you do not approve of. Show
me what you want of me, and I promise
to do my best. Please remember, like
you, I have bad days. I may forget
things or move more slowly than you
like today because I am getting older
and my hips may hurt, but you do not
seem to notice and call me stubborn.
My teeth may hurt, yet you continue to
give me food that I cannot crunch and
get mad cause I am not eating what you
put down for me, calling me picky
cause I prefer the soft stuff.
Life is filled with journeys and
paths we travel, leading to many experiences along the way, some good
some, not so good, I hope you will always be there to travel them with me as
I will be there for you. Remember —
think rock, even when there is a mountain to climb. I will climb it with you,
and if you need to be carried over that
mountain I will do so. All I ask is the
same.
Let us chase rainbows together. I
like to get out into the world like you
do to explore all the smells, and sights!
It keeps my life full and balanced much
as it does for you. Please don't leave me
home alone day after day in my pen
never to see the world outside these
bars. It will make me angry and frustrated. You used to take me out a lot
when I was little and cute. I used to
have fun in the house chasing toys.
Then I grew up, and now my life consists of seeing you come and go with
barely a word, smile, or hug. Would
you like to join me and live in such a
world?
Please don't breed me as many
times as you can to make money off my
babies. Would you like it if someone
did that to you? I am a living being and
have feeling just as you do. I am not
happy being placed in a pen only to be
used as your stud or bitch. Life is not
something to make money off of. I am
not your meal ticket.
Please, god, do not allow me to be
born only to suffer and die.
Printed with permission and copyright © 2005, Skylar Breton
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The Guessing Game
Try to guess the mix and content of these canines.
Answers on page 5

B
A

A

C

D

E
E
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Super Kennel Cough

Medical News
Canine Vaccinations
Although there seems to be virtually national agreement that the three-year rabies vaccine is the recommended
approach to rabies control in canines, recently there has
been discussion on various websites regarding the appropriate use of annual vaccines for other canine diseases and the
protocols appropriate for vaccinations.
Veterinarian Dr. Richard Pitcairn agrees with Dr. Jean
Dodd that after the initial series annual boosters may not be
necessary. According to Dr. Dodd, “We overvaccinate. The
frequency of adverse reactions is unacceptable.”
Annual checkups are strongly recommended and heartworm medication should be given most of the year, if not
every month, in Florida. Heartworm meds are not included
in the new vaccine protocols and should not be discontinued. Your vet can recommend how often you need to give
this preventive medication.
Please consult with your veterinarian concerning
the frequency of vaccination for your canine, as many
vets now agree that "one size doesn’t fit all. "

Again, be sure to check with your veterinarian as to whether or
not your canine needs protection against a new canine influenza
virus, sometimes referred to as Super Kennel Cough.
According to the announcement, this is a new form of canine
influenza virus, which may have an associated secondary bacterial
infection.
“The Virology Lab at Cornell isolated the first influenza virus
from an animal that died during one of these clinical episodes. Evidence of infection of non-greyhounds [it was first identified in racing greyhounds] by influenza virus has been found in FLORIDA
within the past year as part of the ongoing research efforts by Dr.
Cynda Crawford at the University of Florida on respiratory disease
in dogs.”
Don’t take chances with your wolfdog. If your wolfdog has a
persistent cough for more than several weeks, contact your veterinarian even if your canine has recently received the usual kennel
cough vaccine as the vaccine may not be the right one for this disease.
Cornell University Animal Health Diagnostic Center, Sept. 2005

DIAMOND DOG & CAT FOOD RECALL

Because of contaminated corn containing aflatoxin found in
various Diamond Pet foods, Diamond has issued a recall. Florida is
For
more
information
s e e : one of the state involved in this recall. Approximately 75-100 dogs
h t t p : / / . c o n s c i o u s c h o i c e . c o m / 2 0 0 5 / c c 1 8 0 3 / have died after eating aflatoxin. For more information, call check the website www.diamondpetrecall.net/index.html or call toll free 1-866-214-6945.
suspiciousshots1803.html and http://critteradvocacy.org/

FLORIDA LUPINE ASSOCIATION, INC.
P. O. Box 1765
DeFuniak Springs, FL 32435
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

New Membership ______

Renew Membership ______

*

Date ___________________

Individual (FL Residents) _____ $25

Individual Affiliate (out of state) _____ $15

Family* (FL Residents)

_____ $35

Family Affiliate (out of state)

_____ $20

Junior Membership

_____ $10

Business Affiliate (out of state)

_____ $40

Business Membership

_____ $50

Donation Only (no membership) $________

Name:______________________________________________________________________________________
Address:____________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________County:_______________________________
Home Phone:_________________________________
E-Mail:_________________________________

Office Phone:________________________________
*These are the only voting categories.*

Florida Lupine Association, Inc.
P. O. Box 1765
DeFuniak Springs, FL 32435
Support Responsible Canine Ownership & Education!

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

