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FLA's 2009 Rendezvous will be held
Friday, May 1 through Sunday, May 3, at
Parramore's Resort and Campgrounds. Those
of you who attended last year know how
hospitable the staff members at Parramore's
were, how receptive they were to our
members and their dogs. If you didn't make
last year's Rendezvous, which also functions
as FLA's annual meeting, you have another
opportunity this year to visit this beautiful,
not to mention canine welcoming, venue. We
are more than fortunate to find a facility that
will still allow large canines in the cabins and
on the premises. Located on the St. John's
River, near Astor, Parramore's provides all
we could ask for and then some. (More
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information about Parramore's, such as
contact information and alternative accommodations, is on page 4.)
The Board Members of FLA are hoping
that all FLA members, from near and far, will
help make 2009 the best Rendezvous ever.
The Board has a number of critical issues to
discuss with the membership, not the least of
which is the possible banning of wolfdogs in
Florida, and related topics that could impact
all FLA members in one way or another.
FLA’s new President, Mayo Wetterberg, will
lead a discussion "The Future of the Wolfdog
in Florida" with the members, and FLA will
disseminate information concerning latest
developments and upcoming FWC meetings.
We hope that you all will become involved in

this critical issue.
At our annual meeting, the FLA Board
will attempt to clarify, in as much detail as
possible, the latest developments of the Fish
and Wildlife Commission and their position
on wolfdog ownership in the state of Florida.
FLA Board members have attended FWC
meetings to get a handle on the current trends
regarding captive wildlife (including wolfdogs) and what type of legislation may be
pending. The FLA Board will outline the
information it has available at the time of the
Rendezvous. (At least one board member will
try to attend any FWC meetings which may
be held being prior to the Rendezvous.)
Among the rules that FWC is drafting or
has drafted are the "Neighbor Notification," a
definition of "dangerous" captive wildlife,
and new minimum acreage and fencing
requirements for Class I (and possibly other
classes) animals. The status of wolfdogs has
yet to be determined, and while a ban is still
possible, it is not probable, and it certainly is
not time to panic until all the smoke clears.
And we will be hosting the annual Dog
Show, which we all know is a high point of
every Rendezvous. We will be electing three
officers for 2009 — 2010 fiscal year. And, of
course, we will be visiting with old friends
and making new friends, both two-legged and
four-legged, and enjoying the wonderful
array of food at the Saturday night potluck
dinner.
The
schedule
for the Rendezvous
has not been firmed
up yet, but it will not
deviate a lot from
past Rendezvous; it
will be published in
the Spring Newsletter so everyone has
advance notice of the events and times. We
want to ensure for all the events we have
planned for the Rendezvous; the dog show,
the auction, and the elections, and the very
important legislative issues mentioned above.
We’re looking forward to seeing you.
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Letters, advertisements, and articles do not necessarily
reflect the views of FLA. We welcome all comments,
advertisements, and articles but require that they are signed
and include a phone number and address (which will remain
unpublished if the author states in writing). FLA and the
Editor reserve the right to edit any material submitted for
publication in the Florida Lupine News.

Florida Lupine Association

A 501(c)(3) Non-Profit Organization
EIN: 59-3586075
Dedicated to Being Florida’s
Responsible Voice for Wolfdogs

FLA Acknowledgements

Letters, Advertisements &
Pictures are to be sent to

Special thanks to those who provided
donations and/or contributed
to FLA this quarter:

Joan Ford, Editor
7217 SW 85 Terrace
Gainesville, FL 32608
Phone: (352) 376 - 2083
E-Mail: editor@floridalupine.org
All submissions will become property of
Florida Lupine unless accompanied by a SASE.

Contributions, Dues, & Questions
about FLA are to be sent to
Florida Lupine Association, Inc.
P.O. Box 142
Crescent City, FL 32112
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• William E. Campbell for his article
"How Dogs Think" with conditional
reprint permission
• Deeanna Croasmun for her
"Spooky Story"
• John for his story "Havoc and Me"
• All who contributed pictures for
the Guessing Game
• Cynthia Curnan for her pictorial
article "On the Road Again"

E-Mail: info@floridalupine.org
If sending snail mail,
please allow 2-3 weeks for a reply.
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All original art, photos, drawings, articles and other material
within this Newsletter are Copyright© and are the property of
FLA, Inc., except where otherwise indicated and credited.

ADVERTISEMENT INFORMATION
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1/4 Page: $10.00
Full Page: $50.00

*Photos: $5.00 Processing Fee for each photo

Kim Miles, Vice President

No Breeder Advertisements Allowed;
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Jill Parker, Secretary
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Joan Ford, Editor

Spring NL: March 31
Summer NL: June 30

Fall NL: Sept. 30
Winter NL: Dec. 31
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Happy Holidays to All FLA Members
From the Desk of the President

From the Desk of the Secretary

By Mayo Wetterberg

By Jill Parker

I hope all of you are enjoying the holiday season, and that all of your furry
friends are doing well. Cooler temperatures should make everyone happier and
provide a change from the heat and humidity.
Your Board of Directors has been busy this fall. One of the summer’s unfinished business items was electing a Vice President from among the Board of Directors. Kim Miles was selected and has accepted the position and responsibility.
Your Board of Directors is now set for the coming year and has been focusing on
three areas: state statutes affecting wolfdogs, increasing FLA’s membership, and
organizing the Spring Rendezvous.
Throughout the summer and fall, your Board members have attended almost
all of the Florida Fish and Wildlife Commission (FWC) workshops and meetings,
actively contributing to the revised captive wildlife rules. Protecting wolfdog ownership is our primary concern, and, among other issues; Board members have been
monitored how the new rules are being written and making suggestions to FWC
concerning such rules that could impact you and your wolfdogs. Even though most
of you do not hold Class II licenses, interpretation of incorrectly written rules
could affect some of you. Therefore, we have been watching the rewrite process
and offering input that protects your ability to have wolfdogs.
One of the potential fallout items of the FWC rule changes may surface
within county animal control agencies as Breed Specific Legislation (BSL). As the
FWC removes themselves from regulating all but the highest wolf content wolfdogs
(essentially "indistinguishable from their wild parent"), county and local governments may decide to make wolfdog ownership more difficult. Current Florida state
statutes prohibit counties and local governments from enacting ordinances based
solely on breed (i.e., a county cannot summarily ban pit bulls). Part of the original intent of this prohibition of BSL was to shift the responsibility for bad dog
behavior OFF the dog breed and place it where it rightly belongs — ON the
owner. But, there have been attempts to change this legislation in the past and
new attempts are being initiated. Again, your Directors are watching for changes,
and urge you to do the same.
During the Spring Rendezvous, we plan on presenting the FWC proposed rule
changes as they currently stand and discussing any movement on BSL within the
legislature. We are scheduling time for discussion to gather your thoughts and
answer your questions. My desire is to ensure everyone is aware of what FWC
and legislative efforts are on-going and what you can do to be more aware and
active in affecting the process.
I hope that all of you who can possibly attend the Spring Rendezvous will
be there. In addition to the fun dog show, catching up with old acquaintances,
and listening to our own auctioneer entertain us, we will spend some time talking
about your expectations and desires for the future of FLA. I want to know what
things we can do better for you, and how we can promote and grow your organization, making it bigger and better. All this will make for a great time, and we
need you all there to share in the experience and help make it a success.

As owners of wolfdogs and active members of the Florida Lupine Association, it
is up to all of us to communicate with each other, keep up with pending legislative
efforts, and strive to shape FLA into a group which benefits all members. It is very
easy to sit back and say that you like that idea or what you have heard, but the
Board (and the FLA members) need to hear from you that we are heading in the
right direction; you can also help to set us on directions of interest to you. It is
important to make yourself heard to the Board, to the membership, and at our
annual meetings — the Rendezvous. We all need to hear from you, so please
email us at info@floridalupine.org or e-mail your thought to the FLA Members’ List
at FLA_Members@yahoogroups.com.
The 2009 FLA Rendezvous will be held May 1-3. We are in need of more
volunteers for the Rendezvous. We need people to assist with the following duties:
the auction; the initial set up Friday night and Saturday morning; the welcome —
meeting and greeting attendees and directing them where to go; the registration
table; the Dog Show; the raffle; the preparation for the meals; etc. If you wish to
volunteer, you may contact any of the Board at info@floridalupine.org. Duties are
delegated on a first-come, first-served basis, so if you wish to volunteer for some
specific duty, you need to do so quickly.
If you know of anyone who wishes to learn more about FLA or wolfdogs,
please have them contact us at info@floridalupine.org. FLA offers the following
special info packets: (1) safe containment for wolfdogs, (2) being a responsible
breeder, (3) finding an ethical breeder, (4) breed-specific legislation information, and
(5) sample puppy sales contracts with spay/neuter clauses. These packets are free.

Welcome to 2009

From the Desk of the Treasurer
By Andrea Bannon

It’s hard to believe we are at the end of another year. I hope everyone has a
great holiday season.
We have had two members that have experienced disasters during the past
several months, and I am happy to report we were able to provide some assistance
through the disaster relief fund and special donations from members. To all members
who donated, whether it was $1 or $100, many thanks. All your donations were
greatly appreciated. I also want to thank the members who have renewed their memberships. You are the ones who keep FLA going.
FLA is holding its own, but still has limited funds. I would like to see an influx
of new members and renewals of all present members when their memberships expire.
I hope that those members whose memberships have expired in 2008 will soon renew.
I know we have a bad economy and many people are struggling; however, I would
also like to see an increase in tax deductible donations, especially for the disaster
fund. No matter how small, it all adds up. In this wacky world we are living in, we
never know when a disaster will strike one of us.
We are planning for the 2009 Rendezvous, I hope everyone will make a special
effort to attend; not only will we have the pleasure of seeing old friends and making
new ones, but we will also learn about the current status of wolfdogs in Florida.
FLA belongs to us. and we need to realize FLA needs member support.
I hope to see you all at the Rendezvous.
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All FLA Members, non-FLA Members, wolf, wolfdog, or dog enthusiasts are welcome to attend
FLA is hosting its 2009 Spring Rendezvous at Parramore’s Fish Camp and Family Resort in Astor, FL,. After
much searching we found a centrally located resort that has cabins, RV hookups, and tent sites for rent. We think
you will find the location an ideal place to relax and enjoy being with other Wolfdog owners. Parramore’s has 21 cabins for rent and lots of RV and Camping sites. Most cabins are 2BR, but there are some 4BRs cabins. Cabins are
completely furnished (including linens), have heat and air conditioning and cable TV. All you have to bring is towels! You can view the cabins and resort at www.parramores.com. An added bonus is that Parramores is on the St.
John’s River and has boat slips and fishing boat rentals available. Several of the cabins are overlooking the river.
There is also a swimming pool for registered guests. Reservations can be made by calling (800) 516-2386. You
will need to make your reservations early. Spring is the camping season and the resort will fill up quickly. Please tell
them you are with FLA so we will have an idea of how many to plan for on site. For members coming only for Saturday, there will be signs and ample parking and as always, our registration table. We will publish a detailed schedule in the Spring Newsletter.

Other Accommodations:
Very reasonable rates are available at the Astor Motel, 1530 W.
Hwy 40, Astor FL 32102. Phone: (386) 749-4566 However, the
Astor Motel DOES NOT allow dogs. The motel has 5 double
rooms and 1 single. Rates range from $35.00 to $40.00 per
night. The Astor Motel is very close to Parramore’s Resort. We
strongly recommend that reservations be made quickly if you
plan on attending and do not want to bring a dog.

DIRECTIONS from I-75:
Take Exit 354 (US27)
Go East 3 miles to US301/441
Turn right & go 1/2 mile (SR40)
Turn right and go 40 miles to Astor
Follow signs on to Riley Pridgeon Road
and Parramore’s Resort
DIRECTIONS from I-95:
Take Exit 268 (SR40)
Go West 26 miles to Astor
Follow signs on to Riley Pridgeon Road
and Parramore’s Resort

P
L
A
N
A
H
E
A
D

WE NEED AUCTION ITEMS
Each year we have had a huge success
and fun time with our auction. Attendees
can bid on some unique wolf items, and at
the same time help FLA raise money. In
the past, we have had pictures, shirts, dog
supplies, hand-crafted items, dishes, etc.
All kinds of really fantastic items.
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HOW DOGS THINK: A NON-VERBAL LINK
TO CANINE COMMUNICATION (Part Two)
By William E. Campbell
Psychic Trauma
The net result of this is a totally
confused pup with a conflicting set of
images of its owner. This sort of shock
to the nervous system is called psychic
trauma in both animals and humans. A
conflict has been instilled between the
positive image of the owner (happy
Dr. Jekyll) and the negative (Mr.
Homecoming Hyde). This creates
frustration and anxiety about homecomings, growing in severity if the
scenario is repeated a few times. (It is
interesting that in many cases, owners
tell us that the pup was fine for a day
or so after the first punishment. This
may equate to the human experience
of repression, in which memory of the
traumatic experience is suppressed,
creating a sort of 'backwards amnesia.') Even when this occurs, since the
punishment was not associated with
the act of chewing up something, the
puppy seeks out another article, perhaps a shoe, and the cycle is repeated
until the total relationship between
owner and dog is tainted with emotional ambivalence. Mixed feelings are
eating away at the positive qualities of
their relationship. Negative emotional
impressions may start to dominate it.
At about this stage, many owners
conclude that the punishment may not
have been severe enough. That's why
the correction was not permanent. So
they intensify it. The relationship
erodes further as weeks go by. Enough
of this cascading negative effect and
the owner is ready take drastic action.
The dog, now hyper-sensitive to its
owner's mood change, feels something
is wrong. This often is reflected by
new problems, such as submissive
wetting when the owner comes home
or approaches the dog at other times;
off-schedule bowel movements or
urination occur, etc.
Many pets act insecure, currying
more favor when the owner is home,
and hence, missing the owner even
more acutely when left alone. Frustration and anxiety build, while the isola-

tion-related, tension-relieving behavior
mounts. The unwitting owner, who originally may have thought the dog is 'getting
even' for being left alone, begins to consider
it incorrigible.
HELP!
This is when outside help is often
sought. A book is purchased. The veterinarian, breeder, pet shop, a trainer or behaviorist may be consulted. If lucky, the owner
gets advice that brings genuine insight into
pet/owner relationships and dog behavior.
But, more likely, they find traditional quick
fixes and the dog winds up in a desensitization program; gets dosed with anxiety relieving drugs or barbiturates; is stuck in a
cramped crate or cage all day, or banned to
the yard or garage, or has its mouth stuffed
with chewed debris and taped shut for
hours. Since none of these approaches deal
with the causes, the 'thinking dog' and the
total relationship with its owners and the
environment, success is rare. The majority
of these formerly precious pets find themselves rejected ... relegated to the local
pound for five to seven days, where the
odds are 3-to-2 they'll suffer society's
'ultimate solution'. But things don't have to
be so grim, if the owners learn some 'dog
think.'
Applying Positive Imagery to Solve
'Separation Anxiety'
Dogs that misbehave when they are left
alone are said to be suffering from separation anxiety. The term is a neat buzz-phrase;
almost everybody uses it. It sounds professional. The trouble is, as a transplant from
human psychiatry, it really doesn't convey
much useful information.
However, the term is here, so we'll use
it in its broadest sense, which is; "a troubled
feeling when left alone or apart from a certain person or persons." This allows us to
recommend a remedial behavioral program
that deals with the realities of the dog's total
relationships. First, however, we must be
sure that the dog's veterinarian has ruled out
the many physical/medical causes for anxiety, such as thyrotoxicosis, hyperthyroidism, pre-diabetes, encephalitis, allergies,
hyperkinesis, etc. etc.

The Program
Dogs that are unduly upset when left
alone usually enjoy their owner's attention and petting whenever they ask for
(or demand it) when the people are at
home. To apply the imagery concept to
this relationship, we could say the dog
'sees itself' as directing, or leading the
owner. When it wants some petting, it
nudges or otherwise stimulates the
owner, and the owner complies. The
dog wants out, whines at the door or at
the owner, and the door gets opened.
Mealtime approaches, dog whines and
prances, and dinner gets served. When
the owner goes from room to room, the
dog is either ahead, leading them, or
close behind.
This is the reality of their relationship, at least in the dog's mind. But,
when the owner leaves, against the
dog's wishes, the pet is predictably
upset, and problem behavior occurs.
This can involve barking, chewing,
pacing, self-mutilation, off-schedule
bowel movements, urination around
the house, etc.
The leadership problem can be
turned about by presenting a different
reality to the dog; one in which the dog
is pleasantly, but firmly and consistently told to perform some simple act,
such as 'sit' whenever it attempts to
gain attention or affection, or whenever
the owner wants to give the dog some
attention. All 'sits', or whatever command is used ('down' is a good one for
highly bossy dogs) are praised happily
as 3 to 5 seconds of petting is awarded;
then the dog is cheerfully released with
an "OK" or "Free." (Free is a good
release because OK is too common a
word.)
If a really bossy dog refuses to
obey, and many do when they realize
their relationship is being turned
around, simply ignore the situation,
turn away and go on about some other
activity, ignoring the dog. Some dogs
have refused to respond for as long as
four days before coming to terms with
a follower relationship. However long
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it takes, after a few days the dog's image
of itself seems to evolve from one of
giving direction to taking it with compliance prior to being petted, getting
dinner, going out the door, getting on
the couch, etc.
In moving around the house, whenever the dog forges ahead, simply
about-turn and go the other way. This
must be repeated until the dog walks
patiently behind or, better yet, doesn't
even follow. It is also helpful, but not
vital, to practice down-stays of increasing length during several evenings a
week.
Images of Hyper-Emotionality
Most 'home alone' problem dogs
get extremely emotional when their
owners get home; some even get excitable when regular departure times approach. To supplant these emotionally
over-stimulating images, sit quietly for
about five minutes before leaving, in the
area where the dog will be left. No eye
contact or speaking is allowed. Then,
get up and go without looking at or
speaking to the pet.
At homecoming, enter quietly and
ignore the dog until it quiets down completely. Then it is greeted happily, but
briefly, away from the door of arrival.
This subdued routine soon replaces the
dog's highly emotional mental images of
returns and departures with calmness
and serenity.
Here's the tough part for most all
dog owners: When coming home the
place is a mess! Pillows have been
chewed, or the chair is tattered again, or
a pile of poop graces the doorway, or
some other problem is evident. If we
keep in mind that the dog has in the past
suffered from conflicting images at
homecoming, it is imperative that no
emotion, or even attention, should be
directed at the remnants of the problem;
such as chewed up magazines, shoes,
defecation, etc.
Instead, after five minutes of ignoring the dog, it should be greeted away
from the scene of the misbehavior, and
then pleasantly taken outdoors or to
another room and left alone while the
mess is cleaned up. This avoids creating
new (or reinforcing old) conflicting images of emotional reactions to, or interactions with, the debris, defecation, etc.
I have always called this 'the secret

F L O R ID A L UP I NE N EWS

clean-up'. It has worked wonders as part
of programs ranging from digging in the
yard to housetraining puppies. Just why
it is such an effective adjunct to correction programs remains to be satisfactorily explained. In the meantime, we'll
have to say that the lack of an image of
the owner and the mess is more beneficial to correction than is the image.
The Big Picture
So, there it is. Dogs think in images
and we can mold and change their behavior in hundreds of ways if we will
think as they do. For instance, on the
negative side, a set up whereby a car
screeches to a stop, horn blaring, just as
a dog starts toward the street from the
sidewalk, then praising its retreat, is a
valuable exercise in negative imagery.
However, it must be repeated until the
dog avoids the street when cars are not
present, as well.
Teaching the 'panic' command to
come needs the dog's name followed by
a code word, a sound image that is exclusive to coming when it is absolutely
necessary, and praise words or a vocal
rhythm that is unique to that command,
coupled with fast hand-clapping while
taking a crouched position. These combined, positive images can create a dog
that will dependably respond to your
code word and come to your praise. It is
especially important to teach this command when the dog is out of sight, as
well.
Copyright © 1995, William E.
Campbell. This article originally appeared in “Behavior Problems in Dogs,”
3rd edition (1999) and in the new “Better
Behavior in Dogs,” 1999, A guide to
solving all your dog problems.

Guessing Game Answers:
A. Reported to be Low-No Husky Mix
B. Reported to be Mid Content Alaskan
Malamute/Husky Mix
C. Mix/content unknown
D. Reported to be Mid-High
Alaskan Malamute Mix
E. Reported as a rescue, background
unknown, but could be low-mid
Alaskan Malamute Mix
F. Reported to Czech Shepherd Mix

Support Defenders of
Wildlife
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Spooky Story
By Deeanna Croasmun

While I was doing my animal
chores, Spooky got on the top of the
truck and wouldn't come off.
She
seemed to think she was pretty cute.
When I tried to get her off, she
hammed around and then growled at me.
I thought of a plan to get her off without
getting bit. I sat on the ground and
started giving attention to the cat
and completely ignored Spooky. While I
petted the cat and told him how beautiful
he was, I could hear Spooky throw a fit
on the
truck. .
S h e
w a s
danci n g
around
a n d
talking
( y e s
Spooky can talk, or thinks she can anyway) to get me to leave the cat alone.
When that didn't work she
came flying off the truck, nipped the cat
to send him on his way, and landed
in my lap giving me kisses. I felt pretty
proud of myself, I won, ha. Then
I got up and was going to take Spooky
inside, but then she ran and jumped
back up on the top of the truck, looking
pretty pleased with herself
Someh o w
Spooky
always
seems
to get
the last
word
in.
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On the Road
Again
By Cynthia Curnan
Whenever Albert and I start again on
another of our — it seems — endless
adventures," I always find myself singing
"On the Road Again." So here we are,
heading towards Florida and points east
(then north, then west) after leaving Jerry
and the damage caused by Ike behind us.
Nobu and Chiba have to be two of the
world’s most seasoned canine travelers.

On the beach in FL

Chiba wears her doggles to help
control her pannus and couldn’t
care less where we’re heading next.
Life is Canine Good as we pass
through the Virginias on our way to
some big white house (where they
say some important guy lives) in DC.

What! This isn’t a swimming hole?

Dancing for joy in South Dakota

In Bear Country South Dakota
And
would a
trip be
complete
without
hunting
for UFO’s
in the clear
sky of
Wyoming?

Now we’re in Charleston, SC.

A visit at Full Moon Farm and
hanging out in one of the pens.

At Gettysburg National Cemetery

After we passed through the setting for Field of Dreams in Iowa, we
found ourselves strolling through the
lake country of Minnesota.

Our last night in a motel. We’re
almost home in Whidbey. We hope
your enjoyed our "on the road again"
trip as much as we did.
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The Guessing Game
Try to guess the content and/or mix of these canines.
Answers on page 6

A

B
C

D

E

F
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Havoc and Me
By John and Havoc

I didn't choose Havoc. It was more of an event that was
meant to be — I guess.
At the time ('98) I was managing two video game stores

about 100 miles apart and was in the process
of getting an Akita from a woman in Canada.
The day before I was to drive up and get the
Akita, I called the woman to make sure all the
paper work was in order for the border
crossing when after a tear-filled conversation
she decided to keep her dog —it saved me a
lot of drive time.
That was May 29 1998. The next day a
guy came into one of my stores (the one I
worked the most) and saw a picture of my
brother's Akita, Kimo, and asked my
employee if he knew of anyone that wanted a
dog. Josh knew what had happened with the
Akita pup and called me at the other store.
It took the guy almost two hours of
trying to convince me to take the dog, but I
finally broke down and said yes.
That puppy was about 4 months old, and
once he got used to his new home, ht became
hell on paws. He earned his name one day
when he decided to make a pile of computer
games in the middle of the floor and start shredding boxes.
His full name is "You little son of a, uh, gun, your
always wreaking Havoc." Over the years, he's outgrown that
name; he's no longer very little nor does he wreak a lot of
Havoc.
It has been an interesting decade to say the least.

FLORIDA LUPINE ASSOCIATION, INC.
P.O. Box 142
Crescent City, FL 32112
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
New Membership ______

Renew Membership ______

*

Individual (FL Residents) _____ $25
*

Date:___________________

Individual Affiliate (out of state) _____ $15

Family (FL Residents)

_____ $35

Family Affiliate (out of state)

_____ $20

Junior Membership

_____ $10

Business Affiliate (out of state)

_____ $40

Business Membership

_____ $50

Donation Only (no membership) $________

New Membership: _____________

Renewal Membership: _________

Date: _______________________

Name:_________________________________________

Home Phone:_____________________________

Address:_______________________________________

Office Phone:_____________________________

______________________________________________

County: _________________________________

E-mail: _______________________________________________________
*These are the only voting categories.

Florida Lupine Association, Inc.
P.O. Box 142
Crescent City, FL 32112
Support Responsible Canine Ownership & Education!

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

