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FLA's 2010 Spring Rendezvous will be
held Friday, April 23, through Sunday,
April 25, again at Parramore's Resort and
Campgrounds. We have scheduled our
Rendezvous at Parramore's for the past 3
years, partly due to the central Florida
location, but primarily because the staff
has been very receptive to both our members and our dogs. Other than everyone
hearing a bit of extra howling, the relationship with the other guests and staff
has been a great one which we intend to
continue this spring. We are more than
fortunate to find a facility that will still
allow large canines in the cabins and on
the premises. Located on the St. John's
River, near Astor, Parramore's provides
all we could ask for and then some. Reservations can be made by calling (800) 5162386. You will need to make your reservations early. Spring is the camping season
and the resort will fill up quickly. Please
tell them you are with FLA so we will have
an idea of how many to plan for on site.
For members coming only for Saturday,
there will be signs and ample parking.
The Board Members of FLA are hoping
that all FLA members, from near and far,
can help make 2010 the best Rendezvous
ever. As always, this is a fantastic time to
get together and discuss wolfdogs. Our

agenda is structured around interaction between members and guests, and having plenty
of time during the day and evening to just talk
about wolfdogs and renew acquaintances. We
will have the latest information on issues that
affect wolfdog ownership as well as two presentations that will help you improve housing
and caring for wolfdogs. Juan Echagarrua
will present options on containment and enrichment and Sara Fenwick will demonstrate
an innovative training collar: the LUPINE
Combination (Soft) Collar.
Our annual business meeting will include
the election of members for Board of Director
positions that are due for renewal. The fun
dog show, a high point of every Rendezvous,
is, as always, a great opportunity to showcase
your animals and spend time playing with the
puppies. We will have an auction of wolfrelated items donated by members (a great
way to pass on excess items in your collection !), and
of course a
Saturday
evening
potluck
guaranteed
to be provide more
than you
can eat.
The final
schedule for the Rendezvous has not been decided, but it will not deviate a lot from past
Rendezvous; it will be published in the Spring
Newsletter so everyone has advanced notice of
the events and times; a map will also be in the
spring Newsletter. It promises to be a fun time
and an opportunity to really relax with
friends and wolfdogs in a vacation atmosphere.
Book a cabin or camp space, invite some
guests along. We look forward to seeing you at
the 2010 Rendezvous.
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Letters, advertisements, and articles do not necessarily
reflect the views of FLA. We welcome all comments,
advertisements, and articles but require that they are signed
and include a phone number and address (which will remain
unpublished if the author states in writing). FLA and the
Editor reserve the right to edit any material submitted for
publication in the Florida Lupine News.

Florida Lupine Association

A 501(c)(3) Non-Profit Organization
EIN: 59-3586075
Dedicated to Being Florida’s
Responsible Voice for Wolfdogs

FLA Acknowledgements

Letters, Advertisements &
Pictures are to be sent to

Special thanks to those who provided
donations and/or contributed
to FLA this quarter:

Joan Ford, Editor
7217 SW 85 Terrace
Gainesville, FL 32608
Phone: (352) 376 - 2083

•
•
•

E-Mail: editor@floridalupine.org
All submissions will become property of
Florida Lupine unless accompanied by a SASE.

Contributions, Dues, & Questions
about FLA are to be sent to
Florida Lupine Association, Inc.
P.O. Box 142
Crescent City, FL 32112
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Juan Echagarrua for his e "Farewell Shawnee"
Jill Parker for her article "The Saga of an Illness"
Dr. Foster and Smith Educational Staff for reprint
permission of their article "Older Dogs, Aged
Minds"
All who submitted pictures for The Guessing Game
The Queen’s Press in Ontario, Canada, for access to
the article "What Are the Wolves of Algonquin?"
Suzie Myers for her article "Walking with Maki"
Thee National Human Genome Research Institute
(NHGRI) for access to the article "Variants in 3
Genes Account for Most Coat Differences"

E-Mail: info@floridalupine.org
If sending snail mail,
please allow 2-3 weeks for a reply.
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From the Desk of the President
By Mayo Wetterberg
I hope all of you are enjoying the holiday season
and your furry companions. If your animals are like
mine, they have been waiting for the cold weather and
are responding with a lot more energy and activity. And
the full fur-coat look is definitely the "in" thing. This
season can truly be a great time to interact and experience the fantastic companionship they provide.
I recently received a comment and compliment
about FLA that rightly belongs to you, the members.
The comment was that FLA has withstood the test of
time and is one of the few remaining credible wolfdog
organizations. Quite frankly, I have never really had
much time to focus on the broader wolfdog community
because Florida activities and my own rescue fill all my
time. But in thinking about the compliment, it is unfortunate I can name too many wolfdog organizations that
are no longer active. Yet FLA is indeed passing the ten
year mark this year. And that is due to you, the membership! This organization may easily have gone the way
of several others were it not for the loyalty of its members. We have banned together to protect out rights to
own wolfdogs. We have advocated the responsibilities
and ethics that accompany ownership. We have provided education and a common sense approach to ownership that has been recognized by state and local agencies. FLA has a solid reputation that each of you can be
proud to be a part of.
I also recently received an email with an article
about California and a recent scare for wolfdog ownership. The timing was perfect because it highlights the
need for a pro-wolfdog organization. It seems the California Fish and Game Commission was trying to enact
rules to deal with hybrid wildlife species that included
giving officers the right to seize without warrant. You
can imagine the reaction. It turned out that the commission was targeting fish and other wildlife hybrids that
because they were not a regulated "species" avoided
certain statutes. Someone added the words "canine and
feline" with the list of hybrids. Whether intentional or
not, the wording sparked such a tremendous reaction
that the Fish and Game Commission withdrew the proposed rule changes to revise them. Luckily, the hybrid
owners in California were able to launch a protest that
stopped the attempt to pass bad legislation. One of the
benefits of having an organization already in place in
Florida is that during each legislative season, FLA (and
lots of pro-animal organizations) watch for efforts to
enact breed-specific legislation (BSL) or pass restrictive
statutes concerning wolfdogs. So far common sense has
prevailed — but renewed efforts will rise as long as
HSUS is there, promoting its own agenda.
I would like to encourage each of you to stay aware
of your local and county ordinances. By virtue of the
fact you own or have owned a wolfdog, you are a giant
step ahead of the average person in knowledge of our
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companion animals. Being a responsible owner places great
position to refute the myths and hearsay that abounds the
word "wolf" and at the same time educate those that may be
attempting to enact statutes based on rumor, bad information,
and no real knowledge. And if you need help in your county,
contact other members through the FLA members' e-mail or
the Board of Directors. Our greatest asset is our ability to
band together to support wolfdog ownership — responsible
wolfdog ownership.

From the Desk of the Treasurer
By Andrea Bannon

We are at the beginning of a New Year; I hope everyone had a great holiday season, and I want to express Best
Wishes for a New & Prosperous Year 2010.
2009 has been a quiet year weather-wise; we have not had
any request from our members for disaster relief, which is a
blessing for both our members and their furry friends. In preparing for the New Year, we still need to build the disaster
relief fund. With the present economy, I know many of us are
experiencing tough times, but please remember no donation is
too small. To all members who donated many thanks; whether
it is $1 or $100, it is greatly appreciated. I also want to thank
the members who have renewed their membership; you are
what keeps FLA going.
FLA is holding its own, but still has limited funds; I would
like to see an influx of new members and renewal of all present members when their memberships come due. I know we
have a bad economy and many people are struggling; however, I would like to see an increase in tax deductible donations especially for the disaster fund; no matter how small, it
all adds up. In this wacky world we’re living in, we never
know when a disaster will strike one of us.
We are planning for the 2010 Rendezvous. I hope everyone will make a special effort to attend not only to see old
friends and make new ones, but also to take advantage of the
informative presentations, share stories, and enjoy the best
potluck meals ever.
FLA belongs to us and we need to realize FLA needs
member support.
And a bit of humor: In Swans Commentary: Pet Project,
Steve Shay suggests dog name for various cars. He writes:
"The wolf hybrid, another name for a wolfdog, could be an
awesome, economical 4-wheel-drive pick-up truck.” For more
of Mr. Shay’s clever dog-car names see the website: http://
www.swans.com/library/art15/sshay03.html

From the Desk of the Secretary
By Jill Parker

If you know of anyone who wishes to learn more about
FLA or wolfdogs, please have them contact us at
info@floridalupine.org. FLA offers the following special
info packets: (1) safe containment for wolfdogs, (2) being a
responsible breeder, (3) finding an ethical breeder, (4)
breed-specific legislation information, and (5) sample
puppy sales contracts with spay/neuter clauses. These packets are free.
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What Are The Wolves of Algonquin?
Coyotes are distinctly larger than in the west and are often
called Brush Wolves. This larger size is believed to have
resulted from past hybridization with remaining wolves in
eastern North America as the Coyotes expanded from the
west.
Finally, there is the "true" wolf, more formally known
as the Gray Wolf. It is the largest of the three animals and
it had by far the largest range as well. In North America it
originally occurred everywhere except where the Red
Wolf lived. It also occurred in the great Eurasian land
mass, from Siberia, Japan, and China right across to the
British Isles. The problem, for people trying to get an accurate picture of this species is that, in this huge ancestral
range, there was an incredible variety of geographic subspecies or races, significantly differing from each other in
colour, size, and proportions. Just as the human species
has readily recognizable races, so too does the Gray Wolf,
and this makes it difficult or impossible to define a typical
representative of this species. In North America alone,
twenty-three races were described by scientists and, although some of these are now extinct, the surviving ones
still exhibit an astonishing variability. The dark grey wolf
of Vancouver Island, for example, is very different from
the pure white wolf of Baffin Island.

Realization That the Wolves of Central Ontario
Are "Different"

Traditional View of North American Wolves
Although wolves have figured prominently in our
legends and fairy tales for centuries and in some ways
are as "familiar" to us as any wild animal, the identity of
wolves is actually somewhat confusing, particularly here
in Algonquin. Traditionally, scientists recognized three
distinct species of wolf in North America. One was the
medium-sized Red Wolf. Its original range was thought
to be the eastern U.S. north to about Virginia but, by the
middle of the twentieth century, the only place it survived was near the Texas-Louisiana border along the
Gulf of Mexico The second North American wolf was
the small animal most often called Coyote. It was originally confined to the open, non-forested areas of western
North America but, following land clearing by European
settlers, its range expanded into eastern North America,
including agricultural southern Ontario. In the east,

Against this background of three recognized wolf species-and many, highly variable races in one of those species-two Ontario scientists pointed out back in 1970 that,
locally, things were even more complicated. Rod Standfield and George Kolenosky of the Department of Lands
and Forests showed that the wolves of Ontario, supposedly belonging to a single race of the Gray Wolf, actually
consisted of two distinct forms. There was a large wolf in
the far north, with a highly variable coat colour (almost
white to black), and then there was a much smaller type to
the south, ranging from Lake Superior to the Quebec border and from near Timmins to a bit south of Algonquin.
The smaller wolf almost always had a brownish, "salt and
pepper" coat (not black) and often had touches of cinnamon (especially behind the ears). It sometimes weighed
only half as much as the big wolves up north and its range
coincided with that of the White-tailed Deer. Standfield
and Kolenosky called this small wolf the "Algonquin
type"-although it was by no means confined to the Parkand they suggested that here was yet another race of the
Gray Wolf that awaited formal description by other scientists.

Modern Genetics and Wolves
Kolenosky and Standfield worked before the advent of
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modern methods to analyze DNA and their views were
formed solely by carefully examining the size, colour, and
bone structure of hundreds of individual wolf specimens
from across Ontario.
When the high-tech methods did become available, in
the 1990s, they showed that the "Algonquin-type" wolves
had a range that was considerably larger than that suggested by Kolenosky and Standfield. Instead of occurring
"merely" from Lake Superior to the Quebec boundary, the
small southern wolves actually occurred from Manitoba
and Minnesota in the west to at least as far as Quebec City
in the east. Nevertheless, in another important way, the
geneticists working on our wolves, Brad White and Paul
Wilson of Trent University, in Peterborough, Ontario,
largely confirmed what Standfield and Kolenosky had said
almost 30 years earlier. The smaller,
s o u t h e r n ,
"Algonquin-type"
wolves turned out to
be genetically quite
distinct from the bigger wolves from the
far north of the province. But then came a
surprise.
The geneticists
Algonquin Wolf Country
discovered that the
"Algonquin-type" wolf, supposedly a race of the Gray
Wolf, was actually much closer genetically to the almost
extinct Red Wolf of the southeastern U.S. than it was to
any race of the Gray Wolf. From there, the White and Wilson team went on to propose that the Manitoba-to-Quebec
wolves were not Gray Wolves at all, but instead belonged
to the same species as the Red Wolf. White and Wilson
could have kept the name Red Wolf (Canis rufus) for
their new entity but proposed instead the name Eastern
Wolf, with Canis lycaon as the scientific name (as opposed to Canis lupus for the Gray Wolf and Canis latrans
for the Coyote).
By their view, the Eastern Wolf would originally have
inhabited the deciduous forests of North America east of
the prairies from the Gulf of Mexico right up to southern
Canada, probably sharing the range of its preferred prey,
the White-tailed Deer. Then, when Europeans began to
settle eastern North America, they extirpated the midlatitude populations of the Eastern Wolf, leaving some
animals in the south (which were eventually given the
name Red Wolf), and some animals in the north (the Algonquin-type identified by Standfield and Kolenosky)
which, before modern genetics, were mistakenly thought
to be a race of the Gray Wolf.
Is the Eastern Wolf a New Arrival in Algonquin?
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This new view of North American and Algonquin Park
wolves was published in 2000 and it is too soon to say
whether it will win acceptance from the broad scientific
community. Park biologists support the idea, however,
if for no other reason than it matches our long expressed perception that Park wolves are so small, so
reddish, and just plain "different". Nevertheless, the
new view takes some getting used to and it has some
startling implications. For one thing, because the Eastern Wolf seems to depend on deer and because we
know that deer did not originally occur in Algonquin
Park, the new view implies that the wolf species we
now protect in the Park is also a new arrival. Before
19th century logging and fires favoured the northward
expansion of White-tailed Deer from near Lake Ontario
up to and beyond Algonquin Park, the original wolf in
the Park area would have been the Gray Wolf. With the
arrival of deer, however, and a shift in the main local
prey animals from moose and caribou to deer, the Gray
Wolf would have been at a disadvantage compared to
the smaller Eastern Wolf that apparently specializes in
catching and eating deer.
Thus, while we will probably never know for sure,
there is a strong possibility that Algonquin's original
wolf, the Gray Wolf, was replaced by a different, nonnative species, the Eastern Wolf, within just the last
200 years.
The Queen's Printer for Ontario holds copyright in Ontario statutes, regulations
and judicial decisions. The Queen's Printer permits any person to reproduce the text and
images contained in the statutes, regulations and judicial decisions without seeking
permission and without charge. © Queen's Printer for Ontario, 2009.

Bits & Pieces
Wolves Beat Dogs on
Logic Test
According to a study
by Clara Moskowitz, Live
Science Staff Writer,
"wolves do better on
some tests of logic than
dogs ... revealing differences between the animals
that scientists suspect result from dogs' domestication." This result is attributed to the fact that “dogs'

responses were similar
to human infants… ."
The article is available at
http://www.livescience.com/
animals/090903-wolf-smart.html

Wolves May Have Been
Domesticated in Southern China
In an article by Nicholas Wade, the author notes
that a team of geneticists
in Stockholm have proposed that the domestication of dogs from wolves
was not due to the wolves'
winning qualities. Rather,
the group of scientists “in
a "new study of dogs
worldwide, the largest of
its kind, suggests a different answer, one that any
dog owner is bound to find
repulsive: wolves may
have first been domesticated for their meat."
www.nytimes.com/2009/09
/08/science/08dogs.html?_r=2
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The Guessing Game
Try to guess the content and/or mix of these canines.
Answers on page 9

A

B

C

F
D
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Farewell Shawnee
4-17-98 to 11-27-09

By Juan Echagarrua
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An Excerpt from:Variants in 3
Genes Account for Most Dog Coat
Differences
From The National Human Genome Research
Institute (NHGRI)

It seems like just the other day I drove to the airport to pick
her up. She was three weeks old and full of spunk. The years to
come would teach me a lot about wolfdogs. She was definitely a
dominant female that carried herself as such. Shawnee and I
would be on even terms; she wouldn’t dominate me, but I wouldn’t dominate her either. She tolerated a lot, but lAet me know
when she was not going to cooperate with what I wanted her to
do. I think that is what made me love her even more, not to mention that Saber didn’t like her and only tolerated her.
I always felt like Shawnee’s only hope was myself. I was the
only one that would love her unconditionally, even though; she
was a brat at times. Two years after her arrival, I decided to get
her another mate, Dozer. He complimented her looks and was a
very good mate for her, but soon after Dozer would learn to dislike her as well. It was her attitude towards the pup (Dozer) that
made him not love her. She had to make sure that Dozer knew
that she was the queen around here.
Shawnee was bound to be by herself, since there was not an
animal that would like her. In her later years, Cypress would keep
her company until the very end. They understood each other and
had a good relationship. Unfortunately, she was only able to be
with Cypress for two year and seven months; they had to be as
her cancer rapidly progressed.
Shawnee, I always loved you and will always remember you
for what you were: a strong loving alpha female. Thank you for
all the years you gave me. I learned a lot from you and will continue to express to everyone how great you were. You are now
free from pain and discomfort.
I hope I did the right thing by you today, in letting you cross
the bridge. Although, I
would have loved to have
kept you here, I knew you
were ready to go. I can
imagine you running
through the woods, along
side many that have
crossed the bridge before
you. Enjoy your freedom.
You deserve it!

Variants in just three genes acting in different combinations account for the wide range of coat textures seen in
dogs — from the poodle's tight curls to the beagle's stickstraight fur. A team led by researchers from the National
Human Genome Research Institute (NHGRI), part of the
National Institutes of Health, reports these findings today
in the advance online issue of the journal Science.
Until now, relatively little was known about the genes
influencing the length, growth pattern and texture of the
coats of dogs. The researchers performed a genome-wide
scan of specific signposts of DNA variation, called singlenucleotide polymorphisms, in 1,000 individual dogs representing 80 breeds. These data were compared with descriptions of various coat types. Three distinct genetic variants
emerged to explain, in combination, virtually all dog hair
types. .,..
While researchers estimate that modern dog breeds
diverged from wolves some 15,000 years ago, the genetic
changes in the dog genome that create multiple coat types
are more likely to have been pursued by breeders in just
the past 200 years. In fact, breeds with short, straight hair,
such as the beagle, display the original, more wolf-like versions of the three genes identified in the study.
Modern dog breeds are part of a unique population
structure, having been selectively bred for many years.
Based on this structure, the researchers were able to break
down a complex phenotype — coat — into possible genetic
variations. "When we put these genetic variants back together in different combinations, we found that we could
create most of the coat varieties seen in what is among the
most diverse species in the world — the dog," Dr.
Ostrander said. "If we can decipher the genetic basis for a
complex trait such as the dog's coat, we believe that we can
do it as well with complex diseases."
Specifically, the researchers found an alteration in the
RSPO2 gene that results in wiry hair that grows in a pattern that gives the dogs a mustachioed look with long details called furnishings. Examples of dogs with wiry coats
are Scottish terriers, Irish terriers and schnauzers. Long
hair that is silky or fluffy was linked to a variant in the
FGF5 gene. Cocker spaniels, Pomeranians and long-haired
Chihuahuas are examples of dogs with long coats. A variant in the KRT71 gene produces curly coated dogs, such as
the Irish water spaniel. Finally, if all three variants are
present, a dog has a long and curly coat with furnishings.
Examples of this type of breed include poodles and Portuguese water dogs.
Information on the National Human Genome Research
Institute (NHGRI) Web site genome.gov is in the public domain. "Courtesy: National Human Genome Research Institute."
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Walking with Maki
By Suzie Myers

Maki and I resumed our daily walks sometime in July
of 2009, after a long hiatus. On January 1, New Year's
Day, his long-time dog companion, Honeybear, died. She
was a complete playmate for Maki, keeping him on his
toes with their daily playtime of hide and seek and tag.
For awhile, I thought Maki needed to grieve, and I allowed him to have that time. But as the months wore on,
it became clear that mourning and sleeping all day were
not healthy for Maki. I remembered how much he loved
his daily walks, years ago, before Honeybear was part of
our family. Maki was always good on-lead. However,
prior to resuming the walks, we needed to have an escapeproof method of walking. I dragged out the belt system
that Runar Naess designed and dusted it off. Next, I
searched for a harness and collar. Camille Christie-Barber
suggested a snap collar and I found a Sporn harness that
did not have any plastic snaps or buckles.
As soon as the
harness and collar arrived, Maki and I were
in business, stepping
out the door and exploring the outside
world, once more. The
first couple of walks
ended a bit abruptly,
since Maki, like any athlete in training, needed to get his
legs under him again. But, eventually, we were back to
our old form, albeit, both a little older with a little more
arthritis. Over the summer our walks morphed into Maki
taking some swims, too. The belt system that Runar Naess
designed allows for the lines to be let out enough so Maki
could swim, while I stood in the shoreline shallows of
Lake Lancer.
Our daily routine is to head out walking by the
neighbors' homes and greeting everyone who is outside.
It's been about eight years since many of our neighbors
have seen Maki out walking with me. The reason for the
long absence from
walking has been the
local prosecutor's
ruling that Maki had
to be kept inside his
outdoor enclosure or
in the house only.
Maki could ride in
the car for either vet
appointments or go-
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ing to dog
training sessions. Going
for
daily
walks was
something
that was not
in the cards
for
Maki,
according to
the prosecutor. This all
stemmed from a legal battle I had with the local government, after the wolf dog ban went into effect in Michigan in late October of 2000.
As we follow our daily route, one of the first canine
neighbors we encounter is Luigi, a designer terrier, who
is about 1/8 the size of Maki. Luigi and Maki meet on
the road, with both their tails wagging, sniffing front
and back sides. Luigi's owners have decided that Maki
is a good canine neighbor, albeit a very large one. As
Luigi and Maki have gotten to know each other better,
Luigi's owners let him out when Maki is walking by.
Luigi bounds out of the house, barely containing himself to greet Maki. At times Luigi is cautious, especially, when his human mom is present. Maki's size is
intimidating for most people, but once they overcome
their fear and sidle up to Maki, they realize what a gentle soul he is. Next along the way, we saunter down to
the lake on hot and sunny days. Watching Maki swim is
a joy of the first order. He so, thoroughly, enjoys the
water, even people watching him comment on how joyous it is to watch him. As I slide my shoes on and Maki
shakes the last of the lake water from his coat, we continue the walk, going up the hill on the back side of
Manchester Way.
We walk by my sister's empty property, longing for
the next time she and my brother-in-law come to visit
North Central Michigan. As we turn the corner to walk
west on Hampton Drive, Maki pulls, slightly, making
sure we don't head home through the short-cut. Oh no,
no short-cuts for Maki.
Next, along the way, we meet up with Foo-foo, the
malti-mutt, who never fails to greet Maki with her incessant barking. Everyday, Maki puppy whimpers back
to Foo-foo, hoping she'll change her mind and be his
friend. It never changes though. Foo-foo, who is running loose, on and off her owner's property always
barks at Maki and continues to bark until she accomplishes her goal of driving him away.
As the seasons have changed from summer to fall,
and now, early winter, Maki and I witness how the tall
grasses, Queen Anne's lace, and golden rod, change
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from lush green, white, and gold, to faded shades of
brown.
T h e
shriveled
Queen
Anne's
lace
waves
in the
crisp,
cool
air like
t h e
b o t toms of witches' brooms. As the autumn transitions to
early winter, Maki has an extra spring to his step. The
cold weather brings out the hunter in him, as he sniffs
in the lingering odors of the local wildlife along our
route, stalking his invisible prey. His fur is now thick
and luxurious, just made for the cold and snowy
weather. Our daily walks trace pretty much the same
route each day. But, Maki never tires of the smells,
which to him are new each day. Watching him and how
much he enjoys our daily walks puts a smile on my face
as we head out, exploring our little part of the world.

Guessing Game Answers:

A. Reported to be 73%
B. Reported to be pure
C. Swimming buddies. Reported to be a midcontent and a rescue, content not known
D. Reported to be a low content Husky X GSD X
Mal mix,
E. Reported to be 3/4 Inuit dog and 1/4 Alaskan
husky
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The Saga of an Illness
By Jill Parker

Take a look at the
this photo. Chinook
was a happy, active
wolfdog.
She
topped out at 85 lbs.
and never had any
health issues in her
10 years of life. She
was playful and
Chinook before she became ill
alert; her thick coat
and bright eyes indicative of her healthy condition.
I guess the first symptom that was noticeable was the
constant diarrhea. Then came the ravenous hunger. She
couldn't eat enough and yet her weight began to fall
swiftly. Ten pounds, twenty, then thirty. I couldn't believe
my eyes. What had just weeks ago been a healthy, vibrant
animal suddenly was wasting away at a frighteningly rapid
pace, her coat ragged and sparse, her body gaunt. I
changed her food; I gave her protein, vitamins, and spent a
fortune on blood work at three different vets. Nothing
seemed to be helping her and no one had an answer.
One afternoon, I
bathed her and had to
come inside the house to
cry. She was just skin
and bones, her eyes dull,
her coat brittle. I was
losing her and helplessly
didn't know what to do.
By now, she weighed a
mere 53 lbs. and seemed
to look at me as if to
beg,” Please, help me!" She Chinook during her illness
was dying and I knew she did not have much more time.
Thank God for the Internet. We relentlessly began to
search websites about digestive illnesses in dogs. We narrowed our searches down to the exact symptoms that Chinook was exhibiting. At times, the vast amount of information we were sorting through seemed overwhelming, but
our persistence paid off. We discovered a website created
by veterinarians that detailed a condition called Exocrine
Pancreatic Insufficiency. My heart began to beat faster as I
read an explanation of the disorder: it could develop rapidly over a period of a week or two, the animal would have
rapid weight loss, poor coat quality, diarrhea, and will
seem constantly hungry.
My eyes fixed on the page's final statement: the animal
in its appearance and behavior, typifies one that is starving
(Continued on page 10)
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(Continued from page 9)

to death because, in reality, it is: Exocrine Pancreatic Insufficiency. At last, I had my answer and hope for Chinook. I
called the vet who had done the last blood work on Chinook and told him of the information we found. He reviewed her blood work again and agreed to begin treatment.
EPI's cause is unknown and it is more common in larger breeds of dogs. 90% of the pancreas is destroyed before
a dog even begins to exhibit symptoms. Thankfully, treatment for EPI is available, but it is expensive ($135 a bottle
every month) and the dog will need it for the rest of its life.
Treatment involves replacing the dog's pancreatic enzymes
with enzymes from extracts of hog pancreases. The enzyme
powder is mixed with food and allowed to set for about 30
minutes before feeding.
Chinook's response to the enzyme therapy seemed almost miraculous
and
she
has steadily
returned to
health.
The diarr h e a
stopped,
she began
to put on
weight,
her coat
began to
thicken,
and
a
spark of
Chinook after treatment — as beautiful as ever
life
returned to her gaze. You would never know by looking at
her now how very close we came to losing her.
I'm hoping that this article might be of help to anyone
that finds their animal in the same condition as Chinook.
When you aren't getting the answers you need, don't be
afraid to dig into the wealth of information the Web provides and then work with a vet who is willing to listen to
you. Also, I think that the greatest resource we have as an
organization is the ability to share with each other the experiences we have with our animals. Maybe by writing this
article, I can help a member whose wolfdog might be experiencing the same condition. Perhaps you have an experience to share that might help a member who is facing a
similar difficulty. That's what our Newsletters are all about:
educating ourselves to be better wolfdog owners. I'm grateful for all that I learned during this saga of illness. I hope it
might be of benefit to others.
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Older Dogs, Aged Minds: Dealing With
Dog Dementia
Drs. Foster & Smith Educational Staff
After a lifetime of excited tail wags, faithful
companionship, and memorable tricks, it is no
wonder your senior dog is beginning to show her
age. Maybe her hearing isn't as refined as it once
was. Maybe her muzzle has grayed and her coat
has begun to thin. Or maybe, she is slow to rise and
not as spry as she was in her younger days. Unfortunately, natural aging can slightly change appearances, decrease mobility, or dull the senses. But if
your older dog's personality has changed, she may
be experiencing something much more serious than
the passage of time. In fact, if your dog seems confused, distant, or lost, she may be showing signs of
a severe thought processing problem known as Canine Cognitive Dysfunction, or CCD.
Possible Signs of Canine Cognitive Dysfunction
Similar to Alzheimer's disease in humans, Canine Cognitive Dysfunction is caused by physical
changes in the brain and its chemicals. Past studies
have shown that some older dogs with CCD have
brain lesions similar to those that physicians see in
Alzheimer's patients. The result of these changes is
a deterioration of how your dog thinks, learns, and
remembers, which causes behavioral changes that
can disrupt the lives of both you and your dog. If
your senior dog doesn't seem to be herself, she may
be part of the large percentage of dogs age 10 and
older who experience some symptoms of CCD,
which include various stages of confusion and disorientation. Your dog may have CCD if she has a
number of the following behaviors:
• Becomes lost in familiar places around the
home or backyard
• Becomes trapped behind familiar furniture or
in room corners
• Has trouble finding and using doors and negotiating stairways
• Does not respond to her name or familiar commands
• Is withdrawn and unwilling to play, go for
walks, or even go outside
• Does not recognize or is startled by family
members, toys, etc.
• Frequently trembles or shakes, either while
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standing or lying down
• Paces or wanders aimlessly throughout the
house
• Has difficulty learning new tasks, commands,
or routes
• Frequently soils in the house, regardless of
the frequency she is brought outside
• Sleeps more during the day, less during the
night
• Stares at walls or into space and is startled by
interior lighting, the television, etc.
• Seeks less and less of your attention, praise,
and play
• Is hesitant to take treats, drink fresh water, or
eat fresh food
Coping With Canine Cognitive Dysfunction
An older dog who develops geriatric behavior differences isn't a rare occurrence. For years, veterinarians have attributed these symptoms to senility
or normal aging and few treatment options were
available. But continued scientific advances are
changing both the views about and treatment of
Canine Cognitive Dysfunction. In fact, if you suspect your dog has CCD, make a special appointment or tell your veterinarian during one of the
recommended twice-yearly visits for senior dogs.
Many people simply do not mention their dog's
changed lifestyle to their veterinarians, believing
it is just "old age." But a combination of a number
of the above symptoms are not normal to the aging process and certain options are available to
help treat or curb both this syndrome in its entirety and its individual components.
Your veterinarian will take a behavioral and
medical history and conduct a thorough physical
and neurological exam. Many CCD symptoms are
shared with other serious ailments. For instance,
decreased activity could be a sign of advanced
arthritis, inattentiveness could be a result of acute
hearing or vision loss, and incontinence could
stem from a serious urinary infection or kidney
disease. But once your veterinarian has eliminated
other conditions and has made a diagnosis of Canine Cognitive Dysfunction, you and your veterinarian can explore treatment options.
Unfortunately, there is no cure for CCD. But a
prescribed drug is readily available and, though
expensive, has shown significant effectiveness
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towards improving your dog's life and her enjoyment of it. This drug, selegiline or L-deprenyl
(brand name Anipryl) increases the amount of dopamine in your dog's brain. Dopamine is a chemical
substance that transmits nerve impulses within the
brain during normal function. Though it doesn't
work in all dogs, it may help your dog think more
clearly and remember more, thereby allowing her to
enjoy more of her life. As with all medications,
however, side effects do exist and this drug does interact with other prescribed medications. Your veterinarian will discuss these problems with you.
In the meantime, you can help your dog cope
with CCD by considering her needs when it comes
to your home, its surroundings, and the environment
it creates for your dog. By incorporating a little care
and a modified, veterinarian-recommended lifestyle,
you may be able to increase your dog's brain activity
and halt further CCD advancement. In fact, the latest
studies have found that regular, moderate physical
activity, mental stimulation with interactive toys,
and a diet rich in antioxidants may help maintain
your aging dog's mental health. Again, your veterinarian should be consulted before changing any of
your dog's exercise or feeding regimens; but also try
to keep your senior dog's environment familiar and
friendly, and:
• Try not to change, rearrange, or even refurbish
furniture
• Eliminate clutter to create wide pathways
through your house
• Consider purchasing or building a ramp for any
stairways
• Know your dog's limits when introducing new
toys, food, people, or other animals
• Develop a routine feeding, watering, and walking schedule
• Keep commands short, simple, and compassionate
• Encourage gentle and involved, short play sessions
Most importantly, keep your patience and compassion. Your dog's world has changed, but every
effort should be made to show her that your love,
respect, and pride of her past and present abilities
has not changed and never will.
Copyright ©2009 Drs Foster & Smith and reprinted with
permission http://www.drsfostersmith.com
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