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FLA's 2011 Spring Rendezvous will be held
Friday, April 29, through Sunday, May 1,
again at Parramore's Resort and Campgrounds.
We have scheduled our Rendezvous at
Parramore's for the past 4 years, partly due to
the central Florida location, but primarily
because the staff has been very receptive to
both our members and our dogs. Other than
everyone hearing a bit of extra howling, the
relationship with the other guests and staff has
been a great one which we intend to continue
this spring. We are more than fortunate to find
a facility that will still allow large canines in
the cabins and on the premises. Located on the
St. John's River, near Astor, Parramore's

provides all we could ask for and then some.
Reservations can be made by calling (800)
516-2386. You will need to make your
reservations early. Spring is the camping
season and the resort will fill up quickly.
Please tell them you are with FLA so we will
have an idea of how many to plan for on site.
For members coming only for Saturday, there
will be signs and ample parking.
The Board Members of FLA are hoping that
all FLA members, from near and far, can help
make 2011 the best Rendezvous ever. As
always, this is a fantastic time to get together
and discuss wolfdogs. Our agenda is structured

around interaction between members and
guests, and having plenty of time during the
day and evening to just talk about wolfdogs
and renew acquaintances. We will have the
latest information on issues that affect wolfdog
ownership and will help you care for your
wolfdogs. Our annual business meeting will
include the election of members for Board of
Director positions that are due for renewal.
The fun dog show, a high point of every
Rendezvous, is, as always, a great opportunity
to showcase your animals and spend time
playing with the puppies. We will have an
auction of wolf-related items donated by
members (a great way to pass on excess items
in your collection !) and, of course, a
Saturday evening potluck guaranteed to be
provide more than you can eat.
The final schedule for the Rendezvous has
not been decided, but it will not deviate a lot
from past Rendezvous; it will be published
in the Spring Newsletter so everyone has
advanced notice of the events and times; a
map will also be in the spring Newsletter. It
promises to be a fun time and an opportunity
to really relax with friends and wolfdogs in a
vacation atmosphere.
Book a cabin or camp space, invite some
guests along. We look forward to seeing you
at the 2011 Rendezvous.
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We would like to hear from our members! What would
you like to learn more about? Do you have an animal
with a specific medical condition and want to learn
more about it? Do you have a puppy or a senior and
would like to learn more about behavior? Do you have
specific questions you would like us to answer? We
will try to address your questions or concerns.

FLA Acknowledgements
Letters, Advertisements & Pictures
should be sent to
Joan Ford, Editor
7217 SW 85 Terrace
Gainesville, FL 32608
Phone: (352) 376-2083
E-Mail: editor@floridalupine.org

All submissions will become property of
Florida Lupine unless accompanied by a SASE.

All original art, photos, drawings, articles and other material
within this newsletter are Copyright © and are the property of
FLA, Inc., except where otherwise indicated and credited.

Special thanks to those who provided donations or
contributed their services to FLA this quarter:
● Mitzi Brabb for her article "Wolfdog Stuggles to Find
Place in Society"
● Dr. Jim for generously supplying answers to members’
questions
● All who submitted pictures for the Guessing Game
● The anonymous author of "Just a Dog"
● Kim and Jody for their article "Canine Genetics,
Simplified"
● Suzie Myers for her article "Training Your Wolfdog"
[Note If you are interested in a detailed description of
the CGC tests, Ann Dresselhaus, who is a certified
APDT (Association of Pet Dog Trainers) trainer, has
written an excellent article in a recent issue of
Wolfdogs Magazine . If you are not a subscriber to the
magazine, you can write to Ann, directly, at Ann
Dresselhaus <AnnD@inav.net> and she will mail you a
PDF copy.]

Florida Lupine Association
Directors & Officers
Mayo Wetterberg, President

ADVERTISEMENT INFORMATION
1/8 Page: $5.00

1/4 Page: $10.00

1/2 Page: $20.00

Full Page: $50.00

Kim Miles, Vice President
Andrea Bannon, Treasurer
Jill Parker, Secretary
Joan Ford, Editor
Jody Haynes, Webmaster

No Breeder Advertisements Allowed;
Kennels May be Advertised
Letters, ads, and articles may not reflect the views of FLA.
(All submissions will become property of

We welcome all comments, ads, and articles but require that they
are signed and include a phone number and address. FLA and the
Editor reserve the right to edit any material submitted
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From the Desk of the President

From the Desk of the Treasurer

By Mayo Wetterberg

By Andrea Bannon
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[Editor’s Note: In error, I sent the wrong file for the Fall
I hope you all are planning on a great holiday season, and
happily we dodged another bullet during this past hurricane 2010 Newsletter to the printer. The fiscal report was garbled.
season. It has been several years since the last real storms For the sake of clarity for our members, I am resubmitted the
(knock on wood!). But before long the cool will be giving way report for the 2010 fiscal year.]
to the warming of spring and we will begin the cycle all over
Income
again. Such is life in Florida!
484.50
A few months ago I wrote about FWC and their Auction Proceeds
250.00
application of the new rules regarding high content wolfdogs. Disaster Funds
55.00
Since then, there appears to have been a realization that some General Relief Fund
1131.00
of the tactics and processes which their field officers have Dues
352.00
applied to the new rules have been flawed. As a result of our Misc. Income
2,272.50
complaints and discussions with FWC in Tallahassee, FWC Total Income
has changed some of its policy and guidelines to a more proowner view. They have always been receptive to methods of Expense
educating field officers and fixing problem areas, and this shift Direct Costs
240.00
is a positive one.
Total Cost of Goods Sold
240.00
Kim Miles is re-doing a phenotype pamphlet that will Bank Charges
204.00
provide a guideline for their officers. This is, as you know, Copies
188.07
only a partial solution. Actual identification of wolf percentage Disaster Relief
250.00
with any accuracy only comes from hands-on experience, and Fees - Pay Pal
2.65
even then, physical traits are only a portion of the total Fl Corp Registration Fee
61.25
package. Behavior has as much to do with the new rules as Licenses / Fees
28.00
physical characteristics.
Miscellaneous
146.97
Most FWC officers could not tell you what a "wolf" Office Expenses
218.20
behavior is, yet they are supposed to be using it as a defining Postal Expenses
307.65
trait for wolves (high content wolfdogs). So anything you can Printers
293.20
do to make your wolfdog's behavior display more dog-like Rendezvous Expenses
128.49
traits is good — it means the animal is more social, and it Supplies
42.25
could mean that FWC walks away without pushing the issue. Trophies & Ribbons
196.33
A recent visit by FWC officers looking for a "wolf" was ended Yahoo Fees
111.94
when the owner showed officers how friendly the wolfdog Total Expense
2,419.00
was, including walking on a leash. The dog-like behavior
Net Income
(146.50)
convinced the officers this was not a wolf.
The bottom line — TRAIN your wolfdog. Ensure that
your puppy grows up meeting people and learning basic Note from the Editor
obedience — the more the better. It is time well spent, and it
By Joan E. Ford
could save your companion.

From the Desk of the Secretary
By Jill Parker
While FLA has received informational requests via
email, we have not received mail out requests for any of the
educational packets listed below: (1) considerations before
acquiring a wolfdog; (2) wolfdog breeding and breeder
information; (3) containment and enrichment information; (4)
reading and understanding canine behavior; and (5) canine
domestication and genetics. While all of the above information
is provided on our website (www.floridalupine.org), these
packets are also free to those who are interested in receiving
them. If you know of any individual or animal agency who
would like a wolfdog informational packet, please contact
FLA at info@floridalupine.org.

First, I want to extend thanks to Suzie Myers, who was so
instrumental in compiling the Desktop Calendars, FLA’s
appreciation gift to you, our members, for your continuing
support.
Second, I want to thank all who have contributed to the FLA
Newsletter during the past six years; your pictures, articles, and
stories have added charm and luster. Without your on-going
support my tenure as editor would have been much less
satisfying, not to mention fun. It was my great pleasure to "meet"
so many of you, especially the new friends I’ve encountered via
our e-mails. Exchanging ideas and laughs has been a real
pleasure. Thanks again.
Kim Miles will again be assuming the editorship of the
Newsletter beginning with the Spring 2011 issue. I hope that all
of you who have been so generous in the past will support Kim,
as she resumes the publication of the Florida Lupine News she
began so many years ago.
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Canine Genetics, Simplified
By Jody Haynes and Kim Miles
Introduction
People who know very little about wolfdogs often
erroneously think of wolves and dogs in terms of 'black'
and 'white'— with the wolf being an endangered wild
species and the dog being man’s best friend. Wolfdog
owners are also sometimes a bit confused over the
distinction between wolves, dogs, and wolfdogs.
Three of the most common questions that are asked —
by wolfdog owners and non-owners alike — about the
genetics of wolves, dogs, and wolfdogs are as follows: (1)
Are 'wolf' genes stronger than 'dog' genes, or 'male' genes
stronger than 'female' genes?; (2) Can genetic studies
distinguish between a wolf and a dog?; and (3) Is there a
genetic test to determine if an animal is a wolfdog, and if
so, can the test determine what percentage of wolf is in the
animal?
We will address these questions here, but first we will
attempt to clarify the underlying science surrounding
genetic studies of lupine canids.
Background on DNA
To understand the similarities and differences between
wolves and dogs on a genetic level, a little background on
DNA should prove helpful.
Animals have two types of DNA: nuclear (nDNA) and
mitochondrial (mtDNA). Nuclear DNA is found in the
nucleus of a cell, within tightly packed units called
chromosomes. Each cell has two copies of each
chromosome (this is termed 'diploid'). One pair of
chromosomes is involved in sex-determination and is,
therefore, referred to as the sex chromosomes. The other
pairs of chromosomes are called autosomes. All mammals
have only one pair of sex chromosomes, but the number of
autosomes varies according to species. The genes coded for
by nDNA are responsible for external or phenotypic
characteristics (i.e., for looks), and for behavior, while they
also have important regulatory functions inside the cells.
Mitochondrial DNA, on the other hand, is separate
and distinct from nDNA and is found in tiny structures
known as mitochondria that reside inside cells.
Mitochondria are responsible for producing energy for the
cell by breaking down carbohydrates and other ‘food’
molecules in a process known as aerobic respiration.
Mitochondria operate somewhat independently of the cells
in which they reside, and they have their own DNA, which
is replicated independently of nDNA. This mtDNA
primarily governs the synthesis of the RNA and proteins
that the mitochondria need for the specialized task of
producing ATP, the energy currency of a cell.
Mitochondrial DNA is slightly different from nDNA.
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For one thing, mtDNA is a circular molecule that does
not occur in pairs (this is termed 'haploid') and is
inherited maternally, which means that it comes only
from the female of the species. Secondly, mtDNA
molecules do not undergo recombination, which means
that the molecules are passed to the offspring intact,
rather than in the nearly infinite combination of genes
in nDNA that results from genetic recombination.
Finally, mtDNA accumulates mutations at a faster rate
than nDNA. For these reasons, scientists often choose
to analyze mtDNA in studies of the genetic
relationships of organisms.
Genes are discrete pieces of DNA that code for
particular gene products known as proteins. Slightly
different forms of the same gene are referred to as
alleles. In nDNA, each chromosome pair has two
alleles, one on each chromosome in the pair.
Sometimes the two chromosomes within the pair have
the same allele, and other times they have different
alleles. Some alleles are dominant and are always
expressed, while others are recessive and are only
expressed when both alleles of a gene are recessive. In
mtDNA, all genes are linked together on a circular
molecule and all are expressed, since the mtDNA
molecules occur singly, rather than in pairs. The
combination of genes on the chromosomes in nDNA is
known as a genotype, whereas the combination of
genes in mtDNA is referred to as a haplotype.

DNA Strand
How Is DNA Inherited?
Nuclear DNA is inherited in the form of
chromosomes — half of which come from the mother
and half from the father. During the process of meiosis,
which takes place in the sex organs, haploid eggs are
produced in females and haploid sperm are produced in
males. (Remember that haploid refers to one copy of
each chromosome.) During fertilization, these haploid
sex cells fuse and restore the diploid condition to the
embryo. (Diploid refers to two copies of each
chromosome.)
As noted above, mtDNA is haploid and exhibits
matriarchal inheritance, which means that it comes
solely from the female parent. This occurs because
animal eggs are typically large and carry mitochondria
with them. On the other hand, there is no room for
mitochondria in the part of the sperm that fuses with
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the egg at fertilization. Therefore, mtDNA is passed from
mother to offspring through the egg.
The following examples illustrate the differences
between the ways in which nDNA and mtDNA are
inherited — specifically with respect to wolves, dogs,
and wolfdogs:
A female pure wolf breeds with a male pure dog —
the pups will all receive the wolf mtDNA from the
mother, and they will have exactly 50% dog nDNA
and 50% wolf nDNA.
A female pure dog breeds with a male pure wolf —
the pups will have the dog mtDNA of the mother,
and the nDNA will again mix equally.
A wolfdog (of either sex) breeds with a wolf, wolfdog,
or dog (it doesn't matter) — the mtDNA will
always remain pure 'dog' or 'wolf', depending on the
mtDNA of the mother and the mothers’ mother and
so on. Once again, 'wolf' and 'dog' nDNA will mix,
but this time it will not be equal; rather, the processes
of genetic recombination and independent assortment
will result in a nearly infinite number of possibilities
of the relative proportions of 'wolf' and 'dog' nuclear
genes in these pups.
In the first two cases above, all of the pups will
appear to be exactly intermediate between the wolf and
dog parents, but the mtDNA will be either 'dog' or 'wolf'.
In the third case, the mtDNA of the pups will, again, be
either 'wolf' or 'dog'; however, the nDNA will be a
random mixture that would result in an infinite
combination of phenotypic and behavioral variation. The
pups could look and act 'doggy' or look and act 'wolfy' or
any of a multitude of combinations depending on the
relative proportions of 'dog' and ‘wolf' nDNA that each
individual pup inherits from its parents.
Three Questions Addressed
At the beginning of this article, we posed three
frequently asked questions related to the genetics of
wolves, dogs, and wolfdogs. In this section, we will
attempt to provide the answers to these questions.
Q: Are 'wolf' genes stronger than 'dog' genes, and are
'male' genes stronger than 'female' genes?
A: It is a myth that 'wolf' or 'male' genes are stronger.
Although certain alleles within a gene are dominant and
others recessive, they do not occur in higher frequencies
in males or in wolves as opposed to females or dogs.
Q: Can genetic studies distinguish between a wolf, a
wolfdog, and/or a dog?
A: The short answer to this question is yes. Scientists
have identified both wolf-specific and dog-specific DNA
markers. This means that DNA analyses can distinguish
whether an animal has recent wolf and/or dog
inheritance. However, scientists can no longer rely solely
on mtDNA as they did in the early stages of testing, since
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the results may be inaccurate. Remember, a wolfdog will
contain 'dog' mtDNA if the mother is a pure dog (and vice
versa), so it is possible for even a high content wolfdog to
have 'dog' mtDNA — in which case the animal would be
determined to be a pure dog based on this test alone.
Researchers now include other genetic tests,
including nDNA and Y-chromosome DNA, to increase
the reliability of genetic analyses. The former test
analyzes DNA inherited from both parents, while the
latter focuses on genes specific to the Y-chromosome,
which is inherited paternally and which only occurs in
males; thus, it is a test that can only be performed on male
animals.
It should also be mentioned that the nDNA analyses
that have been developed so far examine only a very, very
small proportion of an animal's DNA; if an animal
happens to have all 'dog' genes in the regions analyzed by
the test, the test will yield a 'dog' genotype and the animal
will be considered a dog based on this analysis alone —
regardless of the actual dog or wolf content in the animal.
Combining mtDNA, nDNA, and Y-chromosomal DNA
increases the likelihood of an accurate result of the
genetic testing.
Finally, scientists have not analyzed nDNA from all
dog breeds; thus, many more tests will need to be
conducted, covering ALL breeds of dog, to conclusively
determine whether a particular nDNA marker is actually
dog-specific vs. wolf-specific vs. occurring in both
wolves and dogs.
Q: Is there a genetic test to determine the percentage
of wolf (or dog) in a wolfdog?
A: To date, NO genetic tests have been developed that
can determine the amount, or percentage, of wolf (or dog)
content in a wolfdog. Due to the overwhelming similarity
between wolves and dogs at the DNA level (Dr. Robert
K. Wayne's research suggests that the two differ by only
0.2% of mtDNA), it is unlikely that a test will ever be
developed that will be able to conclusively determine
wolf percentage in an animal.
Concluding Remarks
As we stated at the beginning of this article, many
people erroneously believe that wolves and dogs are
distinctly separate, one being 'black' and the other being
'white'. However, when wolfdogs are thrown into the mix,
'black' and 'white' are, in actuality, merely the ends of a
continuum. Monty Sloan
of Wolf Park put it
simply: "There is no
black and white in this
issue, only shades of
agouti gray."
Copyright © 2010, Kim
Miles & Jody Haynes
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Train Your Dog!
By Suzie Myers
Why train your dog? It may save your wolfdog's life.
With the new FWC rules in place, the old rule of 75%
percent and below is no longer valid. So, having
paperwork on hand that shows your wolfdog is a certain
percentage may not be enough to prove that your
wolfdog is "indistinguishable from a wolf." The new
FWC rule is based not only on phenotype but also on
behavior. What are some behaviors you can train to
help distinguish your wolfdog from a wolf? Walking on a
leash, a sit, a down, come, wait, and any and all of the
behaviors needed for AKC's Canine Good Citizen®.
The behaviors tested in the CGC are the following: 1)
Accepting a friendly stranger; 2) Sitting politely for
petting; 3) Appearance and grooming; 4) Out for a
walk (walking on a loose lead); 5) Walking through
a crowd; 6) Sit and down on command and Staying
in place; 7) Coming when called; 8) Reaction to
another dog; 9) Reaction to distraction; 10)
Supervised separation. All the tests are performed on
leash.
Some of these tests and behaviors may be more
challenging for an extremely high content wolfdog.
However, walking a high content wolfdog on a leash is
not only a great way to give your wolfdog exercise, it is
essential in case on an emergency, such as a fire,
hurricane, tornado, flood, or any other emergency.
Leash walking a wolfdog is the bare minimum for being
able to distinguish a wolfdog from a wolf. Back in 2000,
when Michigan passed the ban on Wolf Crosses,
wolfdogs owners would have had a better chance of
fighting the legislation, had owners showed that their
wolfdogs were capable of basic training.
In Florida, FLA members have a chance to show
FWC that your wolfdogs can have manners through
learning basic commands. You have the choice of
whether you want to own companion animals or if you
want to be a zookeeper. Obviously, a zookeeper can
keep wolfdogs. But what kind of relationship does one
have, merely keeping a wolfdog in a containment, but
having limited interaction.
Training your wolfdog allows for exploring the
relationship between you and your wolfdog. You learn
as much about yourself in training your wolfdog as you
learn about your wolfdog. Leash training your wolfdog
can open up a new world for you and your companion.
A wolfdog that is leash-trained can go for a walk,
making for more training opportunities. While on a walk,
your wolfdog could learn to accept a friendly stranger.
You have the opportunity to be an ambassador with
your wolfdog. You will be amazed at how many people
will approach you, seeing a large, beautiful canine, not
even knowing it's a wolfdog. They just see a great
looking dog. When your dog is well-behaved on leash,
you have a great opportunity to reach out and change
minds about what wolfdogs really are. In addition,

walking your wolfdog can provide a source of enrichment.
Watching wolfdog sniff out the scents of other dogs and
animals will show you how much enrichment your wolfdog
can soak up in one walk. Walking together is a learning
experience for the both of you. You learn how to steer your
dog. You learn when to let out the leash to allow for some
exploring and when to rein in the leash, exerting more
control. Mutual trust grows between both of you, making for
a stronger and more fulfilled relationship with your wolfdog.

Just a Dog
From time to time, people tell me, "lighten up,
it's just a dog," or "that's a lot of money for just a
dog."
They don't understand the distance travelled,
the time spent, or the costs involved for "just a
dog."
Some of my proudest moments have come
about with "just a dog."
Many hours have passed and my only company
was "just a dog," but I did not once feel slighted.
Some of my saddest moments have been
brought about by "just a dog," and in those days of
darkness, the gentle touch of "just a dog" gave
me comfort and reason to overcome the day.
If you, too, think it's "just a dog," then you
probably understand phrases like "just a friend,"
"just a sunrise," or "just a promise."
"Just a dog" brings into my life the very
essence of friendship, trust, and pure unbridled
joy.
"Just a dog" brings out the compassion and
patience that make me a better person.
Because of "just a dog" I will rise early, take long
walks and look longingly to the future.
So for me and folks like me, it's not "just a
dog" but an embodiment of all the hopes and
dreams of the future, the fond memories of the
past, and the pure joy of the moment.
"Just a dog" brings out what's good in me and
diverts my thoughts away from myself and the
worries of the day.
I hope that someday they can understand that
its' not "just a dog" but the thing that gives me
humanity and keeps me from being "just a man" or
"just a woman."
So the next time you hear the phrase "just a
dog," just smile, because they "just don't
understand."
~Unknown Author~
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Ask Our Vet
By Dr. Jim
Question: What is the best age to spay a female wolfdog and what is the best time to neuter a male wolfdog?
What are the medical advantages and disadvantages
to spaying and neutering?
Answer: The reasons for spaying a female dog, wolfdog, or wolf include prevention of breast cancer (if surgery done before their second heat, and ideally before
their first heat), ovarian cancer, and if the uterus is removed among with the ovaries, uterine infections and
cancer (not a huge risk in ovariectomized canids, however), and sterilization. Another benefit can be behavioral,
although I don't know that spayed wolves or wolfdogs are
proven to have less in the way of "winter wolf syndrome."
Zoo wolves may be more likely to have tubal ligations
rather than typical neutering "spays," since the goal there
may be purely contraceptive.
Castration of male canids is chiefly for sterilization
purposes, although some behavioral traits (roaming, aggression, etc.) can be blunted too. Castration does not protect against prostate cancer later in life. There is no particular age where castration needs to be done to see the
benefits.
Again, in zoo animals the choice may be made for
vasectomy so that only sterilization is achieved.
As for downsides, these are all surgical procedures, so
there is some inherent risk for anesthetic or surgical complications. Fortunately, these are quite rare, especially if
proper evaluation, monitoring and techniques are employed. There are some data that suggest that early neutering (castration and spaying) might be associated with
some orthopedic problems in dogs; I don't think we really
know anything about whether similar concerns apply to
wolfdogs or wolves, but given the marked genetic overlap
between these groups, I wouldn't expect much difference
(except that wolves and wolfdogs do not have all the generations of artificial selection — and thus amplified genetic disease — seen in many domestic dog breeds, and
that may be somewhat protective from potential ill effects). There are also data that suggest some increased
risk for developing certain malignancies in dogs that have
been neutered, but the epidemiological evidence is not
overwhelming.
And as with all things, the risks (cancer, joint disease, etc.) have to be weighed against the benefits
(sterility, cancer prevention, behavioral advantages, etc.).
Again, there are no meaningful data specific to wolves
and wolfdogs in this regard.
As for timing, and specifically for wolves or wolfdogs, we again lack specific data. My guess is that the
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breast cancer protective effects of spaying before the first
heat would apply to all closely related canids, so a wolf
or wolfdog that was not intended for breeding and who
did not need ovarian-derived hormones for desired pack
behavior would best be spayed at around 6-9 months of
age. For a male, timing is less critical, and can be done as
needed to prevent breeding or to try and ameliorate
overly-dominant/aggressive behavior (but remembering
that some of that behavior is brain-wired and not just hormonal).
Question: On several pet lists the question of titering
has come up. Some believe that titering levels will show
if the pet's rabies vaccine is still giving immunity. Others
believe that titering only shows whether or not antibodies
are present, meaning that the pet could have been exposed to the rabies virus or that the immunity levels are
still in the effective range. I would like to know what exactly titering shows in terms of immunity.
Answer: I am not a medicine or infectious disease
person, so take what I say with a grain of salt.
Titers provide a quantified measurement of antibody
levels. Experts determine what level is considered
"protective" against exposure to the street virus. No vaccine is 100% effective, and likewise no arbitrary cut-off
for a titer level means that all those below that level are at
high risk, or that all those above that level are guaranteed
protection. But these levels are established with 95% or
greater confidence. So, if a dog (or person) has a titer that
indicates adequate circulating antibodies, then booster
vaccination is not medically required. The infectious disease folks, in addition to establishing the cut off values,
also make suggestions as to how frequently titers should
be re-measured to check for ongoing immunity.
For rabies, titers are used for human prophylaxis decisions, and no booster shots are given to those who have
adequate titers. For dogs, the situation may be a little different, since requirements for booster vaccination (say, at
3 year intervals) are usually mandated by the government
without consideration of the biological appropriateness.
The government's concern is to try and reduce the risk of
human exposure, and they are willing to have a lot of
dogs and cats be over-vaccinated. It is a shotgun approach rather than anything nuanced, but we're talking
about government, right?
Anyway, some dogs shouldn't get routine vaccinations because they are on immunosuppressive treatment,
have diseases of the immune system, etc. In these cases, a
letter from the veterinarian usually suffices to grant them
a waiver from government-mandated vaccinations. But
you would have to check with your local authorities as to
what they will or won't allow; and logic doesn't always
predominate.
All that said, the relative over-vaccination of pets and
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children is essentially harmless (maybe a waste, but
harmless nonetheless) for all but a very few. But, if you
are someone who worries about that very low risk, or
believes that such practice is responsible for a host of
diseases (autoimmune; autism; etc.), then it is certainly
reasonable to request that your veterinarian check titers
rather than just boostering, and seek a waiver for the
rabies shot if allowed/appropriate.
Questions: What is the safest product for a senior
wolfdog with arthritis?
Answer: There are many, many things touted for
"arthritis" (usually meant to connote osteoarthritis/
degenerative joint disease, which is a wear and tear,
sometimes age-related phenomenon in humans, canids,
felids, equids and most other species, including dinosaurs from the looks of their bones at the museum). The
reason for this plethora of treatments is that arthritis is a
complicated and incompletely understood disorder that,
like many cancers, lacks a single, universally effective
treatment or cure. This opens the door to all sorts of
claims, and it can be daunting to separate valid, proven
treatments from the various "snake oils."
All drugs have what is termed a "therapeutic index."
This is a measure of the drugs effectiveness in treating a
condition weighed against its toxic effects. Some drugs
have wide indices (very safe, even in high doses); while
others have a narrow index (slight overdose can cause
unwanted side effects). These indices of course are statistical models, and thus there is a distribution around
the central averages. Hence, any individual may portray
more sensitivity (either in response to the drug or the
development of side effects) than what is "expected".
Plus, there can sometimes be idiosyncratic and unpredictable reactions to certain drugs. As a result, there is
no one "safest" treatment for arthritis in any given patient, regardless of species or breed. I am not aware of
any particular genetic predispositions to drug toxicity in
wolves or wolfdogs (as we sometimes see in certain dog
breeds, such as Collies), so virtually any treatment that
is effective and safe in domestic dogs should be usable
for wolves and wolfdogs
We can broadly break down oral therapies into a
few categories: Drugs, neutraceuticals, and others.
Drugs are products that have been studied scientifically,
have gone through rigorous laboratory and clinical testing, and are ultimately FDA-approved. Their production
is tightly regulated and monitored, and adverse effects
are reportable. FDA approval implies that the drug has
been shown to be effective for treating the specified condition, and that its therapeutic index, at proper dosages,
is wide enough not to cause unacceptable toxicity.
Neutraceuticals is a fancy term for various products that
are considered to be dietary supplements with purported
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activity in treating certain disorders. These are NOT regulated by the FDA, and hence need not PROVE efficacy,
need not be evaluated by properly designed clinical trials,
and whose manufacture is not overseen by the FDA. But
these products often have some basis in science and may
be efficacious, although it is harder to proved efficacy until
they are subjected to standard clinical trial protocols. Finally, there are a host of "treatments" that people
claim treats/cures just about any malady you can think
of. They may have lots of scientific-sounding mumbojumbo associated with them, and of course ecstatic testimonials, but they are either never subjected to rigorous
scientific testing, are claimed to work in ways that science
can't evaluate ), or usually fail to show any benefit to patients when they are in fact subjected to scientific testing.
Now, some of these things may actually work; we just
don't know, and can't separate the wheat from the chaff,
because we don't have objective data to evaluate.
Your best bet, then, for treating a wolfdog with arthritis is the following: (1) be sure the animal's problem really
is arthritis! Many signs that we associate with arthritis can
be caused by other things, so it is too easy for us, or even
for veterinarians, to simply assume a problem is "arthritis"
when it may be something else; (2) For true, symptomatic
osteoarthritis (and again, the presence of arthritis on a radiograph doesn't automatically mean that arthritis is the
cause for the clinical problem that prompted the animal to
be brought to the vet), your veterinarian will have at his or
her disposal a wide selection of drug options, and may also
be able to share his or her experience (which is anecdotal
and not scientific) with some of the neutraceuticals and
"other" therapies out there; (3) For any treatment recommended, even by a vet, it
is always appropriate for
you to ask questions
about the scientific basis
for the treatment (has it
been shown to be effective in properly designed
studies?), its safety record, and so forth.
Hope this helps.
Guessing Game Answers:
A. Reported to be low content Siberian mix female
B. Reported to be a low content Belgian
Tervuren and white German Shepherd Dog mix,
male
C. Reported to be high content with 10% German
Shepherd Dog female
D. Reported to be pure wolf
E. Reported to be to 50% F1 male
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Wolfdog Struggles to Find Place in Society
By Mitzi Brabb

Cinnamon, a wolf-hybrid, was recently brought to
the Humane Society of Central Arizona (HSCAZ) .
Time was running out for this 5-year-old mixed breed
canine before a wolf rescue sanctuary agreed to take
him in. [Author’s note: "The local shelter let me
take this beautiful hybrid before he got euthanized
and luckily I found him a good home with a fenced
1.5 acres to roam on. "]
Throughout history the wolf has been an admired
symbol of strength, intelligence and power.
From Neolithic cave art to power seeking
Shamans, wolves have always had a respectable
place in history. The National Wildlife Federation
even describes how Romulus and Remus, the
founders of Rome, were allegedly raised by wolves.
Yet today, what has evolved into the feared
‘wolfdog’ has lost its place in society and is
becoming a threatened breed.
Over the years, wolves became feared monsters of
the wild, preying upon livestock and becoming the
subjects of folklore, myths, and stories. Slowly, their
nobility was transformed into that of a ferocious
savage, leading to their near extinction throughout
the United States, Southern Canada, and Western
Europe. The once great warrior has since become a
symbol of the Earth's vanishing wilderness.

Minnesota and Alaska host the largest gray
wolf populations in the United States, though
their species remains endangered in the rest
of the continental states.
Wilderness lands are essential for their
survival, but years of unregulated hunting,
commercial exploitation, and habitat
destruction have forced these mysterious and
elusive creatures to near extinction over
much of their former range.
The gray wolf was viewed as a grave
threat to domestic livestock and was nearly
exterminated during America’s westward
expansion, but the threat has since been
proved more fiction than fact.
Because these animals often change their
hunting "MO" and tend to pursue sick
animals, annual studies in the more heavily
wolf populated Canadian regions have proven that
less than one percent of sheep and cattle are actually
killed by wolves.
The Wolf Education and Research Center in
Ketchum, Idaho states, "Livestock losses to
poisonous plants, diseases and poor husbandry
practices are much higher. The perception of wolves
as dangerous creatures stems less from truths than
from cultural myths." During the past few decades,
Arizona has played a pivotal role in saving the
critically endangered Mexican grey wolves. In
1980, the United States and Mexico entered into an
agreement to save this wolf subspecies and captured
the five last known wild Mexican grey wolves.
A comprehensive captive breeding program was
implemented to bring them back from the brink and
eventually reintroduce them to their former range.
Today there are more than 300 Mexican grey
wolves taking part in the program.
According to the Mexican Wolf relocation
program, the reintroduction campaign, which started
in March 1998, began with the release of three
packs into Arizona’s Apache-Sitgreaves National
Forest. That forest has 2.63 million acres and runs
along the Mogollon Rim and the White Mountains
and extends into New Mexico.
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Although the final goal for Mexican wolf
recovery is a wild, self-sustaining population of at
least 100 individual wolves, there may be up to 50
wild Mexican grey wolves in Arizona and New
Mexico roaming free today.
While the wild wolf may be making a
comeback into the natural world, another problem
has resulted from captive inter-breeding of these
animals.
Most wildlife officials argue that all dogs are
naturally descended from wolves; however, there
exists a wolf/dog hybrid or wolfdog that is
struggling to find its place in society.
The domestication of wolves first occurred at
least 10,000 years ago and some estimates are
much, much earlier, perhaps in the Near East. The
first documentation of intentional wolfdog
breeding began in Germany prior to the 1920s,
resulting in the Saarlooswolfhond and even earlier
[See the article concerning German Shepherd Dog
in the Fall 2010 Newsletter.] These hybrids,
German Shepherds bred with wolves from the
Urals, were used as experimental attack dogs in
South Africa during apartheid.
Wolfdogs have sadly become a product of man,
with no natural habitat. They have primarily been
bred for profit and are now considered to be
'exotic'animals. They are the center of controversy
throughout the world. In 1998, the USDA said that
the United States has more wolfdog breeds than
any other country. They made a conservative
estimate that some 300,000 such animals are in
captivity today.
The National Wolfdog Alliance says that 40
states effectively forbid the ownership, breeding
and importation of wolfdogs. Most European
nations either outlaw the animal entirely or impose
restrictions on them.
Arizona is not one of the 40 states which ban
wolfdogs. However, any government shelter or
animal control facility in Arizona will eventually
euthanize these animals, considering them to be
semi-wild and unsuitable as pets to be adopted out.
Also, pharmaceutical companies that provide
canine rabies vaccines do not guarantee that they
are effective on wolfdogs. Wolf rescue sanctuaries
argue otherwise, but these dogs are destroyed after
a quarantine period when turned into any facility
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that is not a non-kill shelter, including any Humane
Society throughout the country.
Danya Leshick of Where Wolves Rescue in
Surprise AZ said that 90 percent of dogs that are
labeled wolfdogs are some sort of husky or
Shepherd mix, but dogs or litters of pups are often
put down if they look like a wolf or wolfdog.
"If a person says that it is a wolfdog then it will
get put to sleep,” said Leshick. “This is a standard
practice across the country."
Wolfdogs have a reputation for being highmaintenance pets that require special care and
attention. Proponents of wolfdogs claim that they
are naturally timid and fearful of humans, but that
with proper training and responsible ownership
they can become good companions and are
generally non-aggressive, gentle animals.
The CDC and the Humane Society of the
United States state that wolfdogs rank sixth in the
number of dog attack fatalities in the U.S. Between
1979 and 1998. In that 19 year span there were 14
wolf-hybrid related fatalities in the United States.
Sandy Cate, director of Adobe Mountain
Wildlife Auxiliary, a division of Arizona Game and
Fish, said that wolfdogs fall into a grey area since
they are in fact domesticated animals.
"Our policy reads that any hybrid resulting from
the cross of a wolf and a domestic dog is
considered a domestic animal and not subject to the
Department's jurisdiction," said Cate.
"Only wildlife species breeding with other
wildlife species would be considered wild animals
by our standards."
However, that is not the standard for most
government jurisdictions, which can make
decisions about animals such as wolfdogs per state,
city or county.
Like humans, wolves and wolfdogs are social
creatures that stay with their families until death.
For many that are unwanted, abused, neglected or
simply misunderstood, these canine misfits never
get a chance to know what it is like to be either a
wolf or a dog. In most cases, they fall into a strict
jurisdiction that means death by association.
Mitzi Brabb is a licensed Arizona wildlife rehabber and a
correspondent for the Rim Country Gazette in which her
article and her photo of Cinnamon were published.
Copyright © 2010, Mitzi Brabb, and reprinted with
permission. www.rimcountrygazette.blogspot.com/
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The Guessing Game
Answers on page 8
Try to guess the content and/or mix of these canines.

A

B

C

D
E
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